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physical and chemical surface properties of high silica zeolites on
ozone decomposition mechanism. Four synthetic hydrophobic
zeolites with three different kinds of framework and chemical
composition are selected. The following questions are addressed:
what is the role of pore size and framework structure? Do acidic
sites play the same role for all kind of zeolites?

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Materials

Four hydrophobic zeolites with different framework structures
are studied: a Mordenite type (H-MOR from Tosoh), a Faujasite
type (H-FAU from Tosoh), and two ZSM-5 types (MFI from
zeochem and Tosoh). ZSM-5 zeolites present different content of
compensating cations (Na-MFI and H-MFI) and SiO2/Al2O3

ratios. Zeolite samples were received as pellets. For some

experiments, zeolite pellets were ground and sieved at the same
particle size (0.300–0.425 mm). In others, they were used in
their original form and size. A thermal out-gassing procedure
was applied to all zeolites. They were thermally out-gassed at
500 8C for 6 h, prior to ozone decomposition experiments.
Figure 1 illustrates schematic representations of zeolite

frameworks used in this study. Zeolite frameworks are composed
of channels and cages. The micropore structure of mordenite
type zeolite consists of 12-membered straight channels and
apertures of 0.65 � 0.7 nm with the presence of side pockets
(0.26 � 0.57 nm).[25] Faujasite type zeolite consists of cubic-
octahedrons called sodalite cages.[25] The assembly of sodalite
cages linked together gives 1.3 nm diameter supercages inter-
connected with pore apertures of 0.74 nm diameter. ZSM-5
exhibits a three-dimensional pore network, which has a
10-membered [oxygen] ring system. Its framework contains two
perpendicularly intersecting channel systems 0.53 � 0.56 nm
and 0.51 � 0.55 nm in size, respectively. Intersections are

Figure 1. Schematic representations of zeolite structures (on the left)[27,28] and topologies (on the right):[29] (a) H MOR, (b) H FAU, and (c) ZSM 5. In the
topologic schemes, spherical forms represent cage structure, cylinder forms stand for channel structure, and red atoms are oxygen molecules.



characterized by 0.8 nm diameter cages.[26] Faujasite structure is
more open than that of mordenite and ZSM-5.

Physical-Chemical Surface Characterization of Zeolites

Specific surface areas and pore volumes were obtained by
Nitrogen adsorption-desorption at 196 8C using a Micromeritics
ASAP 2010 instrument. Prior to nitrogen adsorption, zeolite
sampleswere out-gassed at 90 8C for 1 h and then at 350 8C for 4 h.
Specific surface areas (SBET) were calculated from nitrogen
adsorption isotherms, using the Brunauer–Emmett–Teller (BET)
equation.[30] Micropore volume (Vmicro) were obtained by apply-
ing the Horvath-Kawazoe (HK) method.[31]

Lewis and Bronsted acid site concentrations were determined
by Infra-Red (IR) spectroscopy using pyridine as a probe
molecule (99.5 % purity supplied by Fluka; kinetic diameter of
0.52 nm). Measurements were performed using a NICOLET
MAGNA IR 550 spectrometer equipped with a vacuum cell.
Zeolite samples were pressed into thin wafers (10 mg cm�2)
and were activated in situ in the IR cell, passing air flow
(1 cm3 s�1) at 450 8C for 12 h and then applying vacuum
(1.33� 10�4 Pa) at 400 8C for 1 h. After the adsorption of
pyridine at 150 8C, a thermal desorption procedure was
conducted (steps from 150 8C to 450 8C).[20] The concentration
of Lewis acid sites and Bronsted acid sites were calculated
by evaluating the amount of remaining pyridine after the
applied thermal desorption procedure by the integration
of the IR bands at 1444–1454 cm�1 and 1545 cm�1, using
1.28 cm � mol�1 and 1.13 cm � mol�1 as molar absorption
coefficients, respectively.[32] Detailed information on the
procedures and calculations can be found elsewhere.[20,33]

Experimental Setup

Ozone removal experiments were conducted using two reactors
of different sizes: (i) a small fixed-bed flow reactor (4 mm ID),
loaded with zeolite samples (m ¼ 0.1 g; particle size between
0.3–0.425 mm); (ii) a big fixed-bed flow reactor (45 mm ID,
150 mm long), filled with pellet zeolites (m ¼ 44 g, particle size
of 1.8 mm). The first system (i) was previously described by
Brodu et al.[20] Dry ozonated air was sent through the zeolite
bed. In the second system, ozone was generated from dry air
using a Labo 5LO ozone generator (Trailigaz). Prior to any
ozone contact, the mass of the reactor loaded with the zeolite
sample was measured, using a technical balance (Mettler
ME4001TE). After different exposition times towards gaseous
ozone, the reactor charged with the zeolite sample was
disconnected from the experimental system and the increase
in the zeolite mass was determined. In parallel, zeolite samples
were analyzed by FTIR spectroscopy.

In both systems, the exhaust gas stream was sent to an ozone
trap before discharging to ambient air. All experiments were
conducted at 20 8C (� 1 8C) and 101 kPa. Ozone inlet concentra-
tion ranged from 5 to 26 g � m�3. The evolution of the outlet
concentration of ozone was recorded continuously using a BMT
964 ozone analyzer. Total amount of removed ozone, qo3
(gO3 � gzeolite�1), was calculated from a mass balance between the
inlet and the outlet reactor stream using Equation (1), as follows:

qo3 ¼
F O3 in

m

Zto
0

1
03t
03in

� �
dt ð1Þ

wherem is the mass of zeolite in the fixed bed (g); O3 in is the inlet
concentration of ozone (g � m�3); F is the volumetric flow rate

(m3 � min�1); to is the time needed to reach the inlet ozone
concentration at the outlet stream (min); O3 t and is the ozone
concentration as a function of time (g � m�3).

Study of Surface Interaction between Zeolite Samples and Ozone

The evolution of ozone intermediates on zeolite surfaces
during ozone decomposition experiments was analyzed by
Fourier transform infrared (FTIR) spectroscopy using a
BRUKER TENSOR 27 spectrometer. Zeolite samples were
taken after ozone contact in the big fixed-bed flow reactor
(internal diameter of 45 mm). Prior to analysis, zeolite samples
were ground and compacted to form a thin wafer. Spectra
were recorded with a resolution of 2 cm�1 ranging from 1300 to
1750 cm�1.[34]

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Characterization of As-Received Zeolites

Table 1 shows topological information corresponding to the four
studied zeolites. Free sphere diameter (Di) corresponds to the
largest spherical molecule that can enter into a zeolite
channel.[24] Maximum included sphere diameter (Dmax) repre-
sents the largest spherical molecule that can be placed inside a
zeolite cage.[24,35] As expected, for each zeolite, the value of Di is
lower than the value of Dmax. A high difference for H-FAU zeolite
(Di¼ 0.74 nm and Dmax ¼ 1.3 nm) can be observed, showing
the importance of the size of the cages of this zeolite, as is shown
in Figure 1. H-MOR zeolite presents a rather different structure,
with two types of cages. The smaller one, named side pockets (P)
(0.26 � 0.57 nm), corresponds to 41 % of the microporous
volume.[25] As the size of ozone molecules (0.58 nm)[34] is larger
than the size of these cages, only straight channels of this
material are accessible. The micropore structure of ZSM-5
zeolites (Na-MFI, H-MFI) includes straight, sinusoidal channels
(C), as well as intersections (I). For this kind of zeolite, the
channels represent 59 % of the available micropore volume.[34]

Although the Di value is slightly smaller than the ozone
molecule size, ozone molecules could still enter into the pores
because of its structure vibration.[36]

Table 1 also lists other physical characteristics of zeolite
samples such as SBET and micropore volumes, Vmicro, corre-
sponding to channels and/or intersections. It can be noted that
H-MOR and H-FAU zeolites have similar BET surfaces and
micropore volumes. Nevertheless, only the channel volume of
H-MOR (0.11 cm3.g�1) is accessible to ozone molecules. Thus,
available micropore volume of H-MOR zeolite is quite close to
the micropore volumes of both ZSM-5 zeolites. Lewis and
Brønsted acid site concentrations are presented in Table 1. In the
case of H-MOR, only acidic sites at the surface of straight
channels of H-MOR zeolite can be detected. Indeed, pyridine
molecules are too large (0.52 nm) to enter the small pockets of
H-MOR zeolite (0.26 � 0.57 nm).[37] Lewis acid sites have been
claimed to be the main surface sites responsible for ozone
decomposition.[7,34] They have been detected in all zeolites and
their concentrations range from 28 to 91 mmol.g�1. H-MOR
zeolite presents the highest amount of Lewis acid sites, whereas
H-MFI zeolite has the smallest content. Lewis acid site
concentration of Na-MFI is almost two times higher than the
value of the H-MFI sample. Concerning Brønsted acid sites, both
kinds of ZSM-5 samples have a lower concentration than H-FAU
and H-MOR zeolites. However, it has already been reported that
these sites are not active for ozone decomposition.[7,33]





possible to experimentally distinguish the two phases in this
zeolite sample.

Results obtained here indicate that during the first phase, the
intensity of the band at 1384 cm�1 oscillates, probably because of
the successive formation and disappearance of atomic oxygen
surface species. This result is in agreement with previous studies

and suggests the ozone interaction with Lewis acid sites of ZSM-5
zeolites or natural zeolite, which has been described else-
where.[7,20] Molecular ozone is decomposed at Lewis acid sites,
leading to the formation of atomic oxygen and peroxide surface
species. Finally, Lewis acid sites could be regenerated and be
available for a new catalytic cycle.

After the first phase, the intensity of the IR band at 1384 cm�1

follows a regular slight increase. Atomic species (atomic oxygen
and peroxides species) are no longer formed, indicating active
sites deactivation. At the end of this phase, the outlet concentra-
tion of ozone reaches the inlet value (results are not shown here)
meaning that ozone decomposition at zeolite active sites has
finished. It has been previously indicated that ozone decomposi-
tion over metal oxides is energetically more difficult to carry out
than the adsorption step.[38,39]

Deactivation of the H-FAU zeolite takes place faster than the Na-
MFI sample (388 min versus 1060 min) even though both
experiments were performed using the same inlet concentration
of ozone (5.5 g.m�3). Moreover, the maximum intensity of the
band at 1384 cm�1 seems to be lower than that obtained in the case
of Na-MFI (maximum height, ha, 0.04 a.u. versus 0.28 a.u.). This
result suggests that a stronger interaction of ozone takes place
with surface sites of Na-MFI zeolite than with surface sites of
H-FAU zeolite.

Other bands are detected in the FTIR spectra. A very slight IR
absorption band is always observed at 1630 cm�1. This band is

Figure 3. Evolution of FTIR spectra during ozone interaction with zeolite samples. (a) H MOR, (b) H FAU, and (c) Na MFI. Operating conditions: 38.5 g of
pellet zeolites with particle size of 1.8 mm; O3in: 24.7 g.m 3; HR: 0 %; F: 0.18 m3.h 1 at 20 8C.

Figure 4. Variation of zeolite bedmass as a function of ozonation time: (~)
H MOR, (&) H FAU, (^) Na MFI. Operating conditions: pellet zeolites with
particle size of 1.8 mm; initial mass: 38.6 g (H MOR), 46 g (H FAU), 47.7 g
(Na MFI); O3in: 24.8 g.m 3 (H MOR); 5.5 g.m 3 (H FAU), 5.5 g.m 3 (Na
MFI); F: 0.18 m3.h 1 at 20 8C.



related to water adsorption.[40] As ozone removal experiments
have been performed using dry air, water adsorbed on zeolite
probably comes from the wafer preparation procedure. More-
over, with H-MOR, where the highest amount of ozone is
decomposed (see Figure 2), two other bands have been
recorded at 1305 and 1675 cm�1 during the second phase.
They could be related to nitric acid and nitrogen dioxide
adsorption at the surface of H-MOR, respectively.[41] Since
ozone is generated from air, nitrogen dioxide could be also
formed. The production of nitric acid could be due to ozone
reaction with nitrogen dioxide in the presence of water at
surface sites of H-MOR zeolite, as has been reported in a
previous study.[41] The appearance of these contaminants could
be responsible for zeolite deactivation as it is reported in the
case of ozone interaction with metal oxides.[42] These results
suggest that progressive deactivation of Lewis acid sites could
be mainly attributed to the formation of nitrogen contaminants
(NOx). Such nitrogen oxides come from the interaction of ozone
and air taking place in the ozone generator, which could be the
final responsible of poisoning active sites of zeolite surface.

The variation of zeolite bed mass as a function of ozonation
time is shown in Figure 4. Two phases can also be observed for
all zeolite samples. The first phase, from 0 to 220 min for H-
MOR, and from 0 to 170 min for Na-MFI and H-FAU, shows an
increase in the mass of zeolite bed. During this period, zeolite
beds do not retain any compounds inside their pores. These
results confirm that ozone is decomposed at active sites of zeolite
surface. The starting point of the second phase is similar to that
obtained by FTIR analysis for H-MOR and Na-MFI zeolites
(170 min and 220 min, respectively). During the second phase,
the mass of zeolite beds increases weakly and regularly. This
trend was carefully verified, carrying out the same experiment
five times. Such results are experimental evidence of the
adsorption of other molecules that do not decompose and
remain adsorbed. Compounds based on nitrogen such as nitric
acid or nitrogen oxides could be among them.[7] In the case of
H-MOR zeolite, it seems that the progressive deactivation of
Lewis acid sites is promoted by nitric acid formation at active
sites zeolite surface in the presence of molecular ozone (see
Figure 3). Moreover, an increase in the temperature of the
reactor external wall is registered during the first phase, using an
IR thermometer. This can be admitted as another proof of the
catalytic activity of zeolite samples to promote ozone decompo-
sition during this phase. However, during the second phase
the outside temperature of the reactor decreases until room
conditions, indicating catalyst deactivation.

Incidence of Zeolite Framework on Ozone Decomposition

Figure 5 illustrates the relationship between the amount of ozone
eliminated and the concentration of Lewis acid sites (A) and
available micropore volume (B).

On one hand, regardless of there being a certain trend to
increase ozone elimination with the increase in the content of
Lewis acid sites, it is not possible to establish a clear linear
proportionality between them. On the other hand, despite a larger
value of Di in comparison with the size of ozone molecule for H-
FAU and H-MOR zeolites, the amount of ozone decomposed is
three times higher with the H-MOR sample than over the H-FAU
sample,whereas the concentration of Lewis acid sites is quite close
(67 and 91 mmol.g�1 for H-FAU and H-MOR, respectively).
Concerning both ZSM-5 zeolites (Na-MFI and H-MFI), their
characteristics show two main variances: (i) different compensat-
ing cations (Naþ for Na-MFI and Hþ for H-MFI); (ii) different

concentrations of Lewis acid sites (see Table 1). As discussed
above (see section Characterization of As-Received Zeolites),
ozone decomposition over ZSM-5 zeolite seems to be proportional
to the content of Lewis acid sites. Thus, ozone decomposition
would not be directly correlated to the nature of compensating
cations. These results suggest that the chemical surface properties
of zeolites are not the only factor affecting ozone removal.
Micropore volume and its distribution provided by channels and
cages should also be considered as important parameters.
As can be seen in Figure 5B, there is no linear relationship

between the available micropore volume and the amount of ozone
eliminated. A similar amount of ozone is decomposed over H-FAU
andNa-MFI, whereasmicropore volume is two times lower for Na-
MFI than for H-FAU. Among zeolite characteristics, the roles of
pore size and framework distribution appear to be key parameters
on ozone removal. Indeed, the effects of confinement and pore
selectivity seem to be determinant, as has been previously
reported by Zhang et al.[24] These authors obtain better efficiencies
in the catalytic oxidation of NOx over zeolites when the range of
pore widths are in the same magnitude as NOx molecular size.[24]

Table 1 shows themaximumdiameter (Dmax) of each zeolite. Dmax

values varies from 0.64 to 1.13 nm, being bigger than ozone
molecules (0.58 nm). The highest amount of eliminated ozone is
observed for a Dmax value of 0.67 nm. Large values of Dmax do not
seem to be suitable for an efficient ozone removal, suggesting the
importance of a sufficient contact distance between zeolite active
surface sites and ozone molecules.

Figure 5. Influence of zeolite characteristics on ozone decomposition:
(a) Effect of Lewis acid site concentration. (b) Effect of micropore volume.
(~) H MOR, (&) H FAU, (^) Na MFI, (�) H MFI. Operating conditions:
0.1 g of ground zeolite with particle size in the range of 0.3 0.425 mm;
O3in: 15 g.m 3; F: 0.003 m3.h 1; 101 kPa at 20 8C.
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