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As a theoretical framework I chose to use social constructivism on development and learning, mainly Vygotsky's perspectives. As highlighted by [START_REF] Ernest | Social Constructivism as a Philosophy of Mathematics[END_REF], social constructivist theorists propose that knowledge is constructed through socially situated interactions or conversations. My study is underpinned by social constructivism because in this paradigm:

 The teacher has a fundamental role as the more knowledgeable other in guiding the learner through the learning process;  Rich social interaction can enhance learning especially through the rich tool of social conversation and other forms of language; and  Resources and language can be used to facilitate learning and thus to take the learner from the current point of learning to that which s/he has the potential to get to.

In Vygotsky's works the learner's developmental trajectory is often referred to as the Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD), "the distance between the actual development level as determined by independent problem solving and the level of potential development as determined through problem solving under adult guidance, or in collaboration with more capable peers" (1978, p. 86).

In this journey, the role of the More Knowledgeable Other (MKO) is thus crucial. Vygotsky frequently makes use of specific terms in his works. In the poster, I intend to provide a brief explanation for each term. Vygotsky's perspective accentuates that a child develops through a transformative collaborative practice which involves cultural tools, cultural influences, and other significant adults [START_REF] Vianna | Embracing history through transforming it: contrasting Piagetian versus Vygotskian (Activity) theories of learning and development to expand constructivism within a dialectical view of history[END_REF]. This process, known as 'cultural mediation' underlies my use of an intervention programme to support learners with MLD. The programme sought to provide the participants with meaningful interactions that would help them to master the ten numeracy components (Catch Up, 2009). [START_REF] Vygotsky | Mind in society: The development of higher psychological processes[END_REF] suggests that the analysis of the data collected by himself and his team "accords symbolic activity as a specific organizing function that penetrates the process of tool use and produces fundamentally new forms of behaviour" (p. 24). Therefore, whilst analysing the initial data I looked closely at situations in which the interactions provided would have altered the child's behaviour to such an extent that they now have mastered a specific concept, skill or knowledge vis-à-vis a specific numeracy component being focused on. [START_REF] Dunphy | Assisted performance and the zone of proximal development (ZPD); a potential framework for providing surgical education[END_REF] suggest that there are four stages within the ZPD, the first being that in which performance is assisted by the MKO, hence the choice of a teacher-led intervention programme. Based on Vygotsky's works, [START_REF] Tharp | Institutional and social context of educational practice and reform[END_REF] identifies seven means of supporting the learners to develop within their Zone of Proximal Development. These are: modelling, feedback, contingency management, instructing, questioning, cognitive structuring "explanations" and task structuring (Tharp, 1993, p. 271-272). Internalisation might take place through the use of what Vygotsky names as "cultural tools". [START_REF] Vygotsky | Mind in society: The development of higher psychological processes[END_REF] distinguishes between technical tools and psychological tools. Technical tools "serve as the conductor of human influence on the object of activity; it is externally oriented" (p. 55). Such tools include the use of a ruler or protractor, for
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example. Psychological tools are directed inward and gear the mind and the process of thinking such as language. In my programme I made use of both forms of tools.

Poster format chosen

The study focuses on exploring effective strategies for helping 9 -10 year old Maltese children struggling with mathematics. Six participants were selected through standardised tests for numeracy and reading. Three children were identified as having only mathematics learning difficulties (MLD) and three having comorbid difficulties in mathematics and reading (MLDRD). In the poster, I present some crucial theoretical perspectives and the process of data collection. Its focus is to present the analytical tool developed to analyse the data collected through the multiple case studies carried out as part of an intervention programme conducted on a one-to-one basis with each of the participants.

Possible implications for existing research in the area

Research about what works with children having MLD is still very limited. Hence the importance of this study and the process of analysing the data gathered from the multiple case studies. Through the data analysed so far some important annotations have been made. These include the observation of two other modes of assistance that had not been mentioned by [START_REF] Tharp | Institutional and social context of educational practice and reform[END_REF]. These I decided to label as 'recapturing' and 'role inversion'. Moreover it also seemed evident that interaction between the learner, the MKO and Cultural Tools was fundamental in providing the necessary assistance in guiding the learner within the ZPD to towards the potential zone of development. This means that this interplay was crucial in supporting the internalisation process. Therefore strategies that are effective with learners having MLDRD seem to be those that bring together all these aspects. This is represented in the analytical tool developed, which shows this symbiosis and its facilitation of internalisation.