niveau recherche, publiés ou non, émanant des établissements d'enseignement et de recherche français ou étrangers, des laboratoires publics ou privés.

The optimism •, 1hich reigned at the beginnini of the first "decade o: development'' concerning the possibilities of 5 rowth ;:,ossessed by Third :;Jor-11 countr-ies , ,;as !"'eplaced, :.ittls by little, by a much more circu::ispect: attitude, j~stified by the numer-ous disappointments sustained by attemps at developme~~-In the agri:::ul tu!"'al field, in particular, i t ;.,as a gradually undar-stood that ~ better com;:irehension of thesl! count7:ies' realities 1o1as necessary . It •.;as a matter of better observing their farming, and of order to ;:,rovide an ans•;1er \olhich •,1a'!;i •.~ell adapted to th-. problems which ;,.ere faced.

-)ne oft~n •,1ond:!rs •;1hat ' "'J.s th'! role p!.ayed C'.;' t~e resea.:-ch ccnd.:c-:e-:: in agricul tural economy in this developrnent of atti ':uèes. T':-,e :!.::.:n of :::-.:.s ar:icle is to ans..,er this question : it is oased on research co~duc': in ~.:-anchs;ieakir.g Af:-ica, the Ivory Coast in parti c ular . '.!Je ..,ould like t':l ::esc:-:.~e 'r'.0•11 the idea fo r-?search devoteè to t:ie agricult:ural economy of cow:1t:-:.es in t:,e ;rocess of de'lelopment • . ~u conceive-:1 and the dif!icul :ies of caryini out ":his research. In adài tion, •,1e •,1ould like to show , ..,hy the auconomy of :his researcr. is ~encefo~~h an indispensable condition of its impact on dev elop~ent.

THE EMERGENCE OF RESEARCH IN AGRICULTURAL ECONOMY ADAPTED TO THE ~ROBLEMS Of

DEV'ELOPMENT

After Worl 1 /Jar II, the sudden a•;1arene• ss of •.mder-de•1elo9:'.".en:: ,.;as accor:lpained ~Y great confidence in the technical capacities of -::he :'T\Odern ':o sur~ount the handicap of feeble agricultural pro~uction in ~nder~developed cou~tries. The spectacular successes of agricultural ~odernization, i~ the economi!s of countries underaoi~g reconstruction. It seems that one ..,onèere= • li-::tle aoou': the real reasons behind this success. Was it the result of the di!f~sion of gcod • technical ~odels of develop~ent available to eurcpean far~~rs, or , rather, t~e react:ion of these farmer3 to powerful incitations created oy a reality of food scarcity, or perhaps 1 ,1as it the consequence of actions taken oy ~he governments concerned., Sooner confident in the !"ole of tech:11:::al ;,rogress, a model .-,f develop~ent oased largely on the po~ularization of new technics ~as diffuseè in Thi.:-d ',t1orld countries. T-his movernent r-esulted in setting 1 .1p an i.r:ipressive nur:ibe?." of agrioultural develcpme:,t ;,rojects at all levels. !t: is no• .~ :-:ecessa.:-y to recognize ':hat a lar 6 e n 1 .1;;iber among them ended in complete or se~:.-fail:.tre, an:: it was necessar-y to ex;ilain ~he cause of these f~11~res.

For example, i t was necessary the ex;lain the va.:-:.a~~on ~e':~een ':~e :-esul ts obtained ou agr-i c ~l tural researches ar.d those ob':ai~ed :,y .:ne fa:-::ie::-:s who had been proposed correspo nding innolfat:i ::: r.s. : 11orse. these -:ev ia-::ions , .,. This sta,:e of a.ffai:-s '"as inte:-preted as -:he r~sult of a it"'!,i':

r~ticence on the ;)a!"~ of the :u:ne:-s r-egarding the innova-cions '"'hich •;1e:-e imposed upon them, a.-i.d exposed t:!'le cor.flicts on interest ' Alhich existed oet• .ie~n the different ?articipents i:i ::ie agriculcural development : the farme~s, t:~e sta-:a and its related associations, and ex~erio~ financiers.

It took time to respond adequa-cely to these difficul,;ies. They necessi tated the for:nation and iradual ;nobilization of specific competences in rur•l economy.

In effect, i t is the need for a more cornplete understanding of the mechanism ~hich aovern economic and social phenomenons Mhich is a-c the core of an impor1:ant development in the ac1:ivi ty of the agricul tural economy i;'l and around developing cout\tries. This new activi ty is !llan1.fested 'oy a summons f or ex1:erior a.id, in the form of experts, t~e forma-cion of national experts, and -che progressive organization of research o rien~ed to~ards a bett$r unders~anding . of production sys-cems .

... Until a relatively recent period, the group of qualified agricul-,;ural economists in the developing countries , .. as found at ,;he level of nacional decision-making, notably in planning.

At the sarne ti:;:e, experts oelong;ing 1:0 finar.cial or ganiz:ations or to departments of specializeè s~udies compleced diagnosis anà s~uàies concerning t he realiz:ati on oÎ operat:.ons :!.nd de velopmen~al ;:::ro jec cs during rela-::. •rely sho rt :iin~ periods.

? o r at least a dozen years, :he airo-economisc has been fi.xed in the function of èecision-maki::1~ or f o accomp anying :st:..èi e s , r-elated ::o or :!Ven centereè on operations o f developme::1t. In a coun1:rr like the I •ror y Coast, for e xam-ple, t here existed ;:,ra t:i. cally no ag!"icult"..:ral ec o nom i s~s in t he st:-,.ictures of èevelopments intac~ in 1974, ~hereas they numbered ~o re thari ~~en:y in 1982.

Another type of r-esponse to the need for agro-economist:s in developing countries ' "as furn i shed oy foundations_ (principally Ford and ~ockefel.ler) ' "hich favored t :i.e for:nation of national so.ec ialist under the conài t:ons tha-c they élttend uni versi t ies in -che !èeveloç:ii~g co1.mt:-ies 3.nd that ,:hey :-:elp to create education apl=)ropri ate t o the countries .::hemselves. In Sast A.::-ic a, for example, the ci ted foundations v~5o rousl y aided the univer-s i ty departmencs of social s c iences and permi .:ted the number of di;Jlomas c on:fer:-ed t.:i incr-ease appriciably. ' .i/i t h the pass ing of a dozen years, one can observe an analogous phenomenon in French speaking Africa.

T'he c ontrio u1: ion of fore1.gn '.!ni vers1 t:!.es , ( espec i ally Ame:-:.can) , . .,,as cons ~ar.tly i~creased, improving ~c che same c i~e the qualifications of ~:i.e cor?s oî ?rofessors brou&ht ~o &ain a oet:er undestanàing of t:i.e reali~y of t ~e Third-Worlè. Europe is not absent in this movement but its means a re relatively feeble and ?e:-haps ~he speci fic s o f a ce~tain number-of i.:s s~ruc::ures orie:1ted towa~ds the dp•,e ) o pi n g countries ~ave .iot al,•ays per-:ni tted 3 sa,:isfy i ~g :-es;:,ori.se i.:1 :-elat i o n t o c~e importance o f t~e d emand . -• ~_._ ___ . -.

3.

At the same t:.:ne, in the rest:-ucturing or '.:he develo,:ment '.)f 3.~:; :•_-:-atus for national r-esearch there is also noted a ter.èar.cy -:o ini:egr:ite r..:::: l ~conomy. This integration occu:-s generall.y by che creation of 3. central -::e:i.m :harged ••i th following and, if ;:,ossi~le, antici ;Jating -::he economi: evolution :n ':he agricultural sector, and, finally, aiding i:he orientation of researc:-:, ':hroush the or 3 anization of regional mul-::idisci;:,linary teams centered on :::e analys is oi systems of ;iroduction. Senegal, in French-speai<ing Afr-ica, offe!"s a jeautiful example of the .ecen-:: creation of such a device.

Through this brief view of the evolution of the growing place t~at rural economy takes in decision-making, up to and including the orientation of agronomie .esearch, i t can be orbser-ved that the required competences depend entirely on aid which commes from the exterior of those countries concerned.

The place of the natuve researchers is st i ll very weak and , in the majori ty of the cases thir formation, like those of foreign experts, sti lle depends on the base of knowledge axquired by experience or scientific investigation completed outs ide of their -0 1 11n countries. In this demain, as in many others, the dependence of almost all the developing countries is quasi-total. Even taking the considerable role of .North-American Universities in this ;:,rocess into consideration, one can speak 1 of a pre!)onderant de;,endence on American education.

Sriefly, theories, methods, knowledge, ideologies, all corne from the exterior. ! t can be imagined, i t should even be admi tted, tha t there •11i ll only be real development 1 11i th the existance of an auto nomous capaci ty for analys is and reflection on rural development . This capacity fo r .eflection in our contempory •,m rld is manifested by the existence of an acti v e research in ':he social sciences.

DIFFICULTIES IN SETTING UP AUTONOMUS RESEARCH

The attemps to help construct the potential for national research have been mul tiplied in the recent past, but the coll ide • ..iith numerous difficulties related to their methods of insertion into the society. Having• participating in• one of these attemps, we would like to try to characterise the circumstances and expose this which, according tous, still opposes full-development.

On the Ivory Coast, the birth of research in rural economy was incontestably favored by the existence of dynamic agricul ture and agronomie research. But the research organized in this demain is essentially the result of poli tical will, expressed at the time ( 1972-78) through 3 rnovement toward planning by the Minister of Scientific Research who had wagered on the development of a national structure.

Entering into a general processus o f :-eorganization and of :Jr:>gress ive control over all research, the creation and development of CIRES benefitted the developm~nt of a regulated research ~orker and a national finance put temporarely out of ~anger of exter ior excesses. T~e choice of programs had been facilited by a procedure . of confrontatibn with the ;Jrinciple partici;,ant s i n the development, and their prsparation exposed , ,,i thou.: a doubt the necess i ty to educate nat ional :-esearchers. Recourse to exterior existence for personnal had been voluntarily reduced to a ~inimum, bue the coordination with the 9otent i al exi s ting in other s tructures had been l argeiy favore d . The :-egular publication of research results i n the notebooks of CIRES pl3yed a determining r o l e in t he val orisat i on and the diffusion of kno•,i ledge. ~~:ially CIRES used all 4.

av,ülable ressources to educate the maximum nUr.tber of r-esearcheirs i.n the shcrt:est s;::ace of time, and system atically suppor":ed students in •1arious ty;:,es ~f economy, put"Cing t:heir studi:!s to ,.,orl< on t:he land. îen years la ter, CIRES has abo•.it t• ... en ty researchers of •.ihom half are rural economists and ~a~ ... f ::.ree-duca-'!et"'S. In 9artic'..llar, CIRES sup;::,orr.s the creation of education at the doctoral Level for all of ~est Africa.

no""ever , dependence still exists. !t ce~te:-s essentially on the difficul ties faced in adapc:ini the research to the :-eali ties of èevelo;:,ment, often, they are ag&ravated by inadap tion to the manner of in cernal administration of research and the multiplicity of forms of ex~erior intervention in developing countries, ai.ronomic research and particu.la.rly, research i.n rural economy benefi t from the i.ncessent :novement of ideas ' "'hich are :nanifested bet,...een the researchers and the many organizations •..-hich animate the agricultural ~orld. The translation from perceiv ed needs into r-esearch ap9arat~s at :he different levels of decision making is facili ted by :he existence of nUr.terous occasions for confrontations bet""een researchers and productors and an irnproved education ~hich fu.rnishes the basis for communication. finally, the multiplicity of interlocutors garantees free expression, a principle source of effiency.

by 3Il social cutors

In develo?ing countries, the situation is principally char~cterised Lnegual ca;iaci.ty for exJ'.)ression on the ;,arc :::;f those 9a:-tici;,ating in and economic activity . The r-esearcher often .1as, as his only interlothe state and its diverse branches to 9repare • :ieveloJ'.)mental plans.

In the bes t of cases, such as that which c an be observed i:1 the Ivory C::iast, the systematic organization of dialo~ue bet•"een the ~i:~ferent decision-,nai<ing levels of :he s t ate and the resear-:hes ::if differenc jisciplines has ~een able ta considerably improve the possibilities for oriencation. aut in almosc all cases, the absence of OJ'.)portunities for the farmers co express chemselv es makes it difficult to c:ake Lnto account fundamental questicns of de•1elo9ment. I:i the social sciences, there is no :-eally obJ eccive sc i entific a;::proach. T~e researcher i.s, himself, a ;,art of the ,,..or ld ' "hich he observes, and a sci.entif"ic verification can only ~e astablished ~y examining the var i ety of aehaviours exhibited by the different members of a society. Unèer these conditions the scaging of :-esearch in :-ura.l economy in a large nurnber of developini countries is confronted by a major handic ap ; the expression ~f inegalities ,elaced 1:v :!evelopment.

In the majority of cases, this situation is aggravated oy che ;,recarious status of the researchers and ~y insuffient means for resea...-ch, • .;hich ex? Lain the feeble recognition of the researchers soc!.al utili cy , and, unfon:u-:-ia cely, a c er'.:ain mist:-ust •.11hich exists. In fac;:, ':~,.:-ou 5 h his ,,..or~,<, the !"esearcher exposes social and economic , ;,echanism • . .-hase explanai:ions can :-ef:.ec-;: :.egatively on the i.nterests of :ne state or on ,:!1ose of indivijuals and 5 :-ou~s ,,..ith ~hom he is aligned. Thus, it i s necessary co examine ~ro~lems conce~~i~i liberty of exp:-ession. ~hen the ;:,ublic 9owers :-ecognize the val~e =f ef~or~s maje by :hase who have actem;:,ted ta =cnst~uc~ a national poten~ial f~~ ,esearch, and ~hen ~~e cor.t;,r-~her1sion of farei~ :non~y t:r .. dsrs Sl!ffices -:~ =.•..!:~or!.ze a ::on~i~'.Ja-:ion ~f f~nds, ot~e~ =b s~acles re ma i~ to be coniuered.
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:n fact, i:-this :-esearch ';)ecomes cr-edible, :. ': is l"'.ighly probabl~ that sollicitations for staèies to be completed •,1ould ':Je m..:;nerous ans more al:..uringly accompanied 'oy comfortable fir.anci:1i, The oemar.d can come from <:he ir.terior, but still cornes :nore often fr--:>m the exterior. !'~e ycung researchers or ~rofessers flattered by 5uch a consideratio~, are t~ai~ed i~ a ra~id sucessien of diso:-ganized operations. 1 ,'ihich often only give an :..!.lusory understanèing of the reali ~Y of the coutr-y. T':1e your~g researchers 3.nd ;:,rofessors in these oç,erations are only •,110:-kers in the service of analysis • ,1hich are ex"terior to them. Very rare are the situations which permit a study to realize a scient1fic accumulation •.ihich is •.!seful to t he development of a program ,:nanaged by the institution who employs these researchers.

On the other hand, fearing such compromises, or not at all enjoying the necessary estime on the part of public powers, a young :-esearcher can rightly consider that his actions should be oriented toward exterior education : the research should support the education, but another danger threatens him, concerning faul ty articulation in development, which extends ta a veri table isolation. Isolation •,11hich unfortunatly characterizes numerous universi ties in the Third-World . Isolation which favors the simple repeti tion, by the native researchers themselves, of precepts c9nceived by received from the exterior.

The autonomy of research in developing countries, in rural economy in particular, is therefore very difficult to construct. It demands on the part of its promoters a great clearness of priorities, a great firmness in its management. As in all sucessful developmental actions, it experts some great human qualities. It is necessary ta define programs which are ~ell articulated to the priorities of development such that they are desired "oy the country, to construct or develop superior educ:ation 'Alhose principle priori ty is to establish this education on an effective knowl edge of the country's agriculture, torespond, without letting itself be inundated, to exte~ior sollicitations, •A1ith the danger of isolation. Before these difficulties, international cooperation contents itself with punctual but Limited aid. It could be more effective if it undertook longterm, the support of a defined program and recognized as having priori ty in. !ne country receivin §: aid, and if i t was careful to favor relations Îrom team • to team between nothern and southern countries and between • the countries of the South themselves.

What are the faults of international cooperation as it is generally practiced ? 'Me expose bJO principal weaknesses which consti tute the obstacles faced by the development of self reliant and efficient ::-esearch in developing countries.

First , it seems to us that the brevity and the inconsistancy of support is opposed to the construction of potential for effec~ive r-esearch which requires long-term commitment. At l east 10 years are necessary to construct an autonomous researc!i team, in a strongly developed country as well as in the wo~st of conditions. But it is rare that support to re-~a ch programs in rural economy lasts longer than two, three, at best five years ~ithout severe modificati ons in source , aim, and orientation of research.

  The oee:1 ':a k e r-. i.r.-:o t ior.a l c e~:e:-s, economic and sac ial ~:-o blems of rural dev el=~men:: 3ccount in :he organ iza t ion of the :-esearc~ it self. such as :he I:r.-i. :i:-':~e ! C~:SA::' , ::: 1 : :.:-!g onlJ ~a,,e ::i,,al.:. y ::1 i.:'.::e,:1a-:~ose i,1i"'. 1 : h analys1s o f t ~e systems of ~=-=~~c ti:in as a f:-ame of :-efe:-ence for-: ~e ~~: :-oduc-::.or: •Ji :n:--\o\t a :ions . r~ ot:;1er-:: er::e~s, ::le cor:.::-:.Ou,: :?..on ot !"''~:"3.l :co:!omy -:o t~e for~a tion of agronomists i s ccns:derab l e .

~ainteneè t~r-oughout t:ie :/ears and even a ugmentec!. th~s s~o•. -J i ï'. g that
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	pr6posed ;;iodel was ill-a~apted to the l ogic of the farr:lers.
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The inaèequacy of education given to -::he .iative researchers ~oses other complex problems. I t is necessary to develop an educatL:>n '-'lh::.ch be-::~er respond to the real need of the country concer!'1.ed. Holv to const:-uct i::his •.;hen the 1 .mderstanding of these count:::-ies is still so ,ieai< ? On ~he coni::::-~ry,all is ready for i::he development of veritably extraverted research ~hen education, its progr3.JTis 311d i ts financini., is defined by the exteri, .Jr and often, i:i spi te of the good ~ill of foreign supporters, used to benefit t~e ex~erior . . . .. . .

CONCLUSION

The ex9eriences of the last C\vo decades show chat research in agri-cul~.u-al economy can make a considerable contribution ta a country's development îhis fact ~ecame progressively apparent 311d necessitai::ed an important evolution in the demand for economic studies in order that it be c l early established.

The development of autonomous research is necessary. This alone can conveniently integrate the actions of various economic agents. 3ut the develop-;nent of such a research in rural economy i s yet confronted •,1ith many difficulties. Some are of internal oriiin. They • ..iill be overcome when rural economics is recognized as necessar:r for development. Other difficul ties are of externa.l o.::-i 6 in. !hey • .iill be resolved ,ihen the differeni: international contribut:-s of aid ~,derstand that their interest is .. o support the development and expansion of a native team of autonomous researchers.