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ou non, émanant des établissements d'enseignement et de recherche français ou étrangers, des laboratoires publics ou privés.

Introduction

This contribution, examining the increasing presence at school of East-Asian students and the related didactical complexity rising from the contemporary presence of Western and non Western cultural heritages, presents an experience of a training course for teachers (from Pre-Primary to Secondary school grades) about the didactical problematic of teaching in a multicultural context (in particular with Chinese students).

Diversity as resource

According to Bishop's perspective, the notion of 'Multicultural Classroom' has to be interrelated as the place where a variety of cultures come together and mixes, creating hybrid identities, epistemological and linguistic conflicts (real or potential), and a range of ways of valuing or devaluing mathematics as an academic subject [START_REF] Bishop | Mathematics education in a cultural context[END_REF]. In this sense, in many cases, working in a multicultural context is seen by teachers as an obstacle! How to manage it? How to teach with different cultures and language's students? These questions, for example, are often posed by western teachers of Chinese students. Their cultural reference system is in fact completely different from the western one (Bartolini Bussi, Di Paola, Martignone, Mellone, & Ramploud, 2016; [START_REF] Spagnolo | European and Chinese cognitive styles and their impact on teaching mathematics[END_REF] in language (as structure and as function in life), norms and social values and political references [START_REF] Jullien | Si parler va sans dire. Du logos et d'autres resourcess[END_REF]. In the last ten years, researchers from all over the world have developed an ever increasing amount of work on the 'comparison' of student's performance in mathematics [START_REF] Di Paola | Non-hierarchical clustering as a method to analyse an open-ended questionnaire on algebraic thinking[END_REF], especially between American and far-eastern countries' pupils such as Chinese, Japanese, and Korean ones [START_REF] Leung | In search of an East Asian identity in mathematics education[END_REF]. However, in Italy there is little research on this subject and all of them are aimed to deeply study the complexity of teaching/learning activities related to different cognitive processes emerging from different students' cultural references (Chinese in particular) in classrooms, assuming diversity as a resource for learning [START_REF] Bartolini Bussi | A dialogue between cultures about task design for primary school[END_REF][START_REF] Spagnolo | European and Chinese cognitive styles and their impact on teaching mathematics[END_REF]. A small amount of this research is focused of the training teacher.

A training teaching course as a need for mathematics multicultural classrooms

Following these assumptions, working in conjunction with other colleagues from East and West of CTRAS (Classroom Teaching for All Students Research Working Group), we designed a training 60 hours long course for Italian teachers (from Pre-Primary to Secondary school grades) which we implemented during the month of June 2016. It was organised almost entirely in small working groups, using activities with teachers and educators of different school grades (each one of them chose independently to attend the training course). Aiming to analyse how diversity is seen through the trainees' eyes and trying to answer the research question posed before, we discussed with them some theoretical aspects related to their own epistemologies of the discipline. We then showed some experimental research conducted in Italian and Chinese classrooms, some Chinese textbooks strongly different from the Italian ones and finally some videotapes of some well implemented Italian teaching practices in multicultural contexts with Chinese students (K-12). According to our aim we discussed with trainees about the analogies and the differences coming out form these videotapes about the teaching/learning mathematic (Shuxue) in the two cultures. At the same time we tried to reflect with them on the possibility to 'use' this new knowledge to 'transform' the presence in classroom of 'other' cultures from an obstacle to a resource. All the proposed activities were videotaped and later carefully analysed. We can briefly say that the stimuli we offered permitted trainees to reflect on the complex situation of the simultaneous presence of Chinese and Italian students in their classrooms and to promote the desirable process of connecting different types of students solving strategies emerging from cultures.
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