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Abstract

A numerical simulation model is proposed to describe ellipsoidal droplets growth on pil-
lared substrates during dropwise condensation. Comparison between gray scale images taken
from droplets growing on pillared surfaces with those growing on flat surfaces shows consid-
erable differences that must be taken into account in the simulation model. Firstly, since
the droplets can be easily canalized between the pillars, the shape of droplets change from
spherical to ellipsoidal specially in coalescence step. Secondly, on pillared surfaces due to
droplets three dimensional configuration, coalescence can occur in all three dimensions. And
thirdly, if a droplet touches a pillar, they will stay in touch until the end of the process. The
model proposed here calculates the growth rate of ellipsoidal droplets during adsorption and
coalescence steps, and checks the coalescence by verifying the existence of real intersection
between each pair of droplets. The results of this model is compared with real data from 6
different configurations of pillars. The mean relative error of the model for droplets density
is 10.00± 0.68%, while it proposes more accurate results for predicting droplets radius with
the mean error of 2.28± 0.42%.

Keywords: Dropwise condensation, textured surface, ellipsoidal droplets, numerical sim-
ulation

1 Introduction

Condensation occurs when the temperature of a mixture of humid air or a pure vapor goes below
of its dew point [1]. This process can happen homogeneously, when the small droplets form
directly from the humid air (or pure vapor) or heterogeneously, when there is a cold substrate on
which the droplets can nucleate.

This process can play a great role in improving the energy utilization and relieving pollution
problems [2] and is widely used in heat transfer devices, power generation refrigeration, and
waste heat recovery condensers [3, 4]. The efficiency of these devices depends on the mode of
condensation, because it has been proved that dropwise mode of condensation has considerably
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greater heat transfer coefficient with respect to filmwise condensation [5]. On the other hand,
when condensation occurs as an undesirable process, like what happens on a humid day inside
the car light shields, the filmwise mode is more favored. So, there is always a challenge between
choosing dropwise or filmwise condensation depending on the application of the system. Beysens
did considerable researches on the formation, determination and growth of dew under different
situations [1, 6, 7, 8]. Up to now the process of dropwise condensation was mostly studied on
flat surfaces [9, 10] or surfaces with coatings [11, 12] since by improving surface hydrophobicity,
the mode of condensation will be changed considerably. The more hydrophobic the surface,
the higher percentage of dropwise condensation with respect to filmwise will occur. Vemuri
and Kim [11] reported the increase of about 8 times in condensation heat transfer rate on the
hydrophobic coating of n-octadecyl mercaptan with respect to complete filmwise condensation
under atmospheric pressure. Tiang et al. [12] compared the rate of droplets growth on two
hydrophobic surfaces, a polymer film and a silanized glass slide. Xiuliang and Cheng [13] studied
the effect of coating thickness, thermal conductivity of coating and contact angle on the heat
transfer during dropwise condensation. They also improved a thermodynamic model to calculate
the critical radius for dropwise condensation on sub-cooled coated surface [14]. The problem with
chemical coatings is their harmful effects on environment and waste water. These drawbacks
provoked the interests for studying other methods to achieve dropwise condensation in last few
years.

On the other hand, changing surface roughness and surface morphology can also control the
proportion of dropwise and filmwise condensation [15]. Water droplets on pillared hydrophobic
surfaces generally exhibit two morphologies: the Wenzel state [16] and the Cassie state [17].
Cassie droplets are in contact with peaks of the pillars, under which the “air pockets” are trapped
(figure 1-a), while Wenzel droplets are in full contact with the surface and are able to wet it (figure
1-b) [18]. Chen et al. [19] discovered that Cassie droplets are more stable than Wenzel type on
the rough surfaces with micro and nano-pillars. Qian and Ma [20] stated that nano-concave or
convex topography can change nucleation pattern of droplets on a rough surface.

Figure 1: (a) Cassie-baxter and (b) Wenzel droplets on textured surfaces (image from [21]).

The effect of surface topography on the droplets nucleation was investigated by a lot of
authors [20, 22, 23, 6]. Recently S.Zarei et al. [24] studied the effect of different topographies
on the growth rate of water droplets. They considered two texturing patterns semi-conical and
semi-pyramidal geometries and their limit states, prismatic and cylindrical geometries. They also
considered the effect of the size of texturing patterns as well as the roughness parameters on the
temperature drop and total heat transfer.

But there is a lack of studies dealing with presenting a model describing droplets growth on the
textured surfaces. This is because of the complexity of the droplets shape on textured surfaces.
Generally on micro-textured surfaces droplets are more ellipsoidal than spherical, because they
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tend to make a canal of liquid between the texturations. This difference can be seen in figure 2.
Figure 2-A shows the spherical droplets growing on a flat surface, while figure 2-B shows the
ellipsoidal droplets on a micro-pillared substrate. On the other hand, the position of droplets on
textures substrates can be influenced by the pattern of the surface and is not as easily predictable
as on the flat substrate.

It must be taken into account that the shape of droplets depends on their size and the size
of texturing patterns. That is why usually nano-texturing patterns do not change the shape of
droplets.

(A) (B)

Figure 2: Differences between shape of droplets on the flat and pillared surfaces, (A) spherical
droplets growing on a flat surface, (B) ellipsoidal droplets growing on a pillared surface. The
small circles in image (B) are the pillars. Images are obtained from the home-made experimental
set-up. The size of the substrate at each image is 3.3mm× 2.7mm.

The aim of this research is to present a novel method to simulate ellipsoidal droplets growth
on different pillared surfaces. The results of this algorithm are validated by comparison with
experimental data on six different patterns of the pillared surfaces. The experiments are carried
out on the poly carbonate surfaces that are duplicated from a metal mold textured using laser
technology, without any chemical and harmful coatings.

2 Growth rate of ellipsoidal droplets

As it was explained in our former works [25, 26], the process of dropwise condensation consists
of four main steps: nucleation of initial droplets, growth rate due to adsorption, growth rate due
to coalescence followed by nucleation of new small droplets, and sliding of the very big droplets
from the surface. There are two kinds of growth procedures for each droplet regardless of its size
and shape:

• Growth rate due to adsorbing water molecules from humid air.

• Growth rate due to coalescence, that refers to the process of merging two or more touching
droplets to form a bigger one called daughter droplet.

For a spherical droplet, the sizes in all the directions are the same and equal to r. This kind of
droplets with related equation can be seen in figure 3-A. Figure 3-B shows an ellipsoidal droplet
with its major diameters a, b, and c in the directions of X, Y , and Z, respectively. We will
consider b = e.a and c = f.a, where e and f are the ratios between Y -direction and Z-direction
radius of ellipsoid with respect to its X-direction radius. We consider that droplets form on X-Y
plane and Z is the direction of their height.
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Figure 3: Schematic of (A) hemi-spherical droplets and (B) hemi-ellipsoidal droplets in two
planes (X-Y ) and (X-Z) and their corresponding equations. Droplets form on X-Y plane and Z
is the direction of their heights.

2.1 Adsorption

The growth rate due to adsorption for hemi-spherical droplets on flat substrates can be calculated
by equaling the latent heat of condensation:

q = ρlHfgπr
2(1− Cosθ)2(2 + Cosθ)

dr

dt
, (1)

and the heat flux through a droplet:

q =
∆Tsat−wall − 2Tsatσ

Hfgρr

1
2πr2hi(1−Cosθa)

+ θa
4KwπrSinθa

. (2)

Here ∆Tsw indicates the difference between substrate temperature and air saturated tempera-
ture, ρ is water density, Hfg water latent heat, hi interfacial condensation heat transfer coefficient,
θ mean contact angle, and Kw is water thermal conductivity. hi can be calculated as follow:

hi =
2α

2− α

√
M/2πṘTdew

H2
fg

Tdewvg
, (3)

where vg is specific volume of gas phase, M is molecular weight of water and Ṙ is the gas
universal constant. α is the condensation coefficient related to non-condensable gases mixed
with air. For pure vapor α = 1, while in the case of humid air or the presents of any other
non-condensable gases α < 1.

In equation (2) two heat transfer resistances between air and temperature have been con-
sidered: conduction Rh = 1

2πr2hi(1−Cosθa)
and convection Rc = θa

4KwπrSinθa
. These resistances

are shown in figure 4-A. Also the term 2Tsatσ
Hfgρr

indicates the temperature drop due to droplets
curvature. By equaling the two equations (1) and (2), we will have:
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rk = rk−1 + ∆t
dr
dt
, and

dr
dt

=
C1(1− rmin

r )

C2 + C3r
, (4)

where k represents each generation of droplets, ∆t is the time step, and C1 = 1
(1−Cosθ)2(2+Cosθ)

∆Tsw
ρHfg

,
C2 = 1

2hi(1−Cosθ) , and C3 = θ
4KwSinθ [25, 27].

Miljkovic et al. [4, 28, 29] have done considerable efforts to calculate the growth rate of
jumping and non-jumping cassie-baxter and Wenzel droplets on the super-hydrophobic pillared
substrates. In the case of textured substrate, two other resistances will be added to the equation
(2): convection throughout the cylindrical pillars Rp =

Hp

ϕπr2kp sin2 θ
, and convection throughout

the liquid band between the pillars Rl =
Hp

(1−ϕ)πr2kw sin2 θ
. Hp, kp, and ϕ are being the pillar

height, pillar convection coefficient and the structured surface solid fraction. [24, 15]
These resistances are shown in figure 4-B and C. Considering the summation of the two

parallel resistances Rl and Rp as ΣR =
RlRp

Rl+Rp
, equation (2) will change to:

q =
∆Tsat−wall − 2Tsatσ

Hfgρr

1
2πr2hi(1−Cosθa)

+ θa
4KwπrSinθa

+
Hp

πr2 sin2 θ(kw(1−ϕ)+kpϕ))

. (5)

Equaling equations (1) and (5), the growth rate of the droplets on pillared substrates will
be calculated as in equation (4), but with different coefficients: C1 = 1

(1−Cosθ)2(2+Cosθ)
∆Tsw
ρHfg

,

C2 = 1
2hi(1−Cosθ) +

Hp

πr2 sin2 θ(kw(1−ϕ)+kpϕ))
, and C3 = θ

4KwSinθ . These equations show the heat flux
and the growth rate of a Wenzel droplet [24], for Cassie droplets since the zone between the pillars
is filled by air, we can consider that there is no convection in this area and consider kw = 0 in
the last term of the denominator of equation (5) and C2.

Tv

Tw

Rp Rl

Rc
Rh

Tv

Tw

Rp Rg

Rc
Rh

Tw

Tv

Rc
Rh

(A) (B) (C)

Figure 4: Thermal resistances for heat transfer through (A) a droplet on a flat substrate, (B) a
Wenzel droplet on a pillared substrate and (C) a Cassie droplet on a pillared substrate.

If we consider r as the equivalent radius of the ellipse that is the radius of the sphere having
the same volume as the ellipse, we will have:

r3 = a.b.c. (6)

Considering b = e.a and c = f.a and derivation with respect to t will result in:

3r2dr
dt

= (
3e

f2
)c2dc

dt
, (7)

and thus,

dc
dt

= (
f2.r2

e.c2
)
dr
dt
, (8)

where dr
dt can be calculated using equation (4) and the method of Euler in solving ordinary

differential equations. And then since da
dt = 1

f .
dc
dt and db

dt = e
f .

dc
dt , it is possible to calculate the
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growth rate of an ellipsoidal droplet due to adsorption in all three dimensions and then:

ak = ak−1 +
da
dt
,

bk = bk−1 +
db
dt
,

ck = ck−1 +
dc
dt
.

(9)

At the end, the new values of e and f will be calculated by e = b
a , and f = c

a .

2.2 Coalescence

2.2.1 Checking for coalescence

Ellipsoidal droplets can touch in different ways. According to figure 5-A, if the droplets are
spherical, the condition for their coalescence can be studied by measuring the Euclidean distance
between their center points. If the Euclidean distance between the center points goes beyond the
summation of their radius, they will merge and form the so-called daughter droplet. In contrast,
there are many ways for approaching two ellipsoidal droplets. Two ellipsoids can touch in the
directions of a1−a2, b1−b2, a1−b2, or even in the directions not corresponding to the parameters
a and b . So, the best way for studying the condition of coalescence for two ellipsoids is calculating
the surface of their intersection that is shown in figure 5-B.

r1
r2

a2

b2

a1
b1

a1b1 b2
a2

b2

a2

a1
b1

Y

X

Intersection of 

two ellipsoids

(A) (B)

Figure 5: (A) The difference between approaching two spherical droplets v.s two ellipsoidal
droplets, (B) intersection of two touching ellipsoidal droplets.

For calculating the intersection between two ellipses in two dimensions, one has to solve the
system of equations of two ellipses, considering the point of (0,0) as the center of the first ellipse.
So, the equation of the first ellipse will reduce to equation (10), while the second ellipsoid is as
indicated in equation (11).{

A1X
2 + Y 2 = R1, (10)

A2(X −X0)2 + (Y − Y0)2 = R2, (11)
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where A1 =
b21
a21

and R1 = b21, A2 =
b22
a22
, and R2 = b22. Subtracting equation (11) from equation

(10) gives:

A2(X −X0)2 −A1X
2 + (Y − Y0)2 − Y 2 = R2 −R1, (12)

Y 2 = A2
3X

4 +B3X
2 + C2

3 + 2A3B3X
3 + 2A3C3X

2 + 2B3C3X, (13)

where A3 = A2−A1
2Y0

, B3 = −2A2X0
2Y0

, C3 =
R1−R2+A2X2

0+Y 2
0

2Y 2
0

.
Substituting equation (13) in equation (10), will result in:

A4X
4 +B4X

3 + C4X
2 +D4 + E4 = 0, (14)

where A4 = A2
3 , B4 = 2A3B3 , C4 = A1 +B2

3 + 2A3C3 , D4 = 2B3C3, E4 = C2
3 −R1.

Equation (14) represents the equation of the intersection between two ellipses. Two ellipses
have intersection if and only if equation (14) has at least one real root, meaning that two droplets
touch and coalescence will occur. As was mentioned before, on textured surfaces the droplets are
spatially distributed on three dimensional space, consequently coalescence can occur in all three
dimensions, but solving the system of equations (11) and (12) for the intersection of 3-dimensional
ellipsoids is very complicated. Therefore, for checking coalescence in the 3-dimensional space, we
can solve the same system of equation, but in three planes (X − Y , X − Z, and Z − Y ).

2.2.2 Gowth rate due to coalescence

After the criterion for coalescence is satisfied, the next step is to calculate the size and position
of the daughter droplet. The growth rate due to coalescence can be calculated based on the
assumption that coalescence is a mass conservative process, meaning that during this process the
total amount of liquid will not change. So, for hemi-spherical droplets we can write:

V = Vi + Vj → r = 3

√
r3
i + r3

j , (15)

where V and r indicate the volume and radius of daughter droplet resulting from coalescence
of droplets i and j. If we consider the total volume of liquid present in the coalescence of two
hemi-ellipsoidal droplets i and j as:

V = (
2π

3
)(a.b.c) = (

2π

3
)(ai.bi.ci + aj .bj .cj). (16)

So, we will have 1 equations and 3 unknown parameters (a, b, and c). For solving this
system of equations we will need two assumptions. Therefore, by analogy with equation (15) for
hemi-spherical droplets, we will assume a and b of daughter drop as:

a = 3

√
a3
i + a3

j , (17)

b = 3

√
b3i + b3j . (18)

These assumptions mean that we consider the small and grand axis of the ellipsoid grow like
the radius of a hemi-sphere. Then c can be calculated from equation (16) and finally new e and
f will be e = b

a , and f = c
a .
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2.2.3 Position of daughter droplet

In the process of coalescence for hemi-spherical droplets, the center point of the daughter drop is
at the mass center of its parents named drops i and j:

x =
r3
i .xi + r3

j .xj

r3
i + r3

j

,

y =
r3
i .yi + r3

j .yj

r3
i + r3

j

,

z =
r3
i .zi + r3

j .zj

r3
i + r3

j

,

(19)

where x, y, and z represent the location of droplets center points. For ellipsoidal droplets the
mass center of droplets that is equal to the center point of daughter droplets after coalescence is:

x =
(ai.bi.ci).xi + (aj .bj .cj).xj

ai.bi.ci + aj .bj .cj
,

y =
(ai.bi.ci).yi + (aj .bj .cj).yj

ai.bi.ci + aj .bj .cj
,

z =
(ai.bi.ci).zi + (aj .bj .cj).zj

ai.bi.ci + aj .bj .cj
.

(20)

The study on real images from pillared surfaces shows that if a droplet touches a pillar, they
will stay in touch till the end of process. This fact will add another condition to the coalescence
process that is:
If one of the parents is in touch with a pillar, the center point of the daughter drop will not be
in mass center of the parents anymore.
So, there will be two situations after coalescence for center of daughter droplets:

• If both of the parents or none of them already touch the pillars, then the center point of
daughter will be the same as in equations (20).

• If just one of the parents already touches at least one pillar, then the center point of daughter
will be at the center of the parent that is in contact with the pillars.

The first case describes the situation where the adhesive force is linearly proportional to
droplet volume like on the flat substrate. One assumption is made here: if both parents touch a
pillar, the adhesive forces with the pillars on both of them are the same. But if just one of the
parents touches at least one pillar, the adhesive force will make the center point of the daughter
at the center point of the parent that is in touch with the pillar.

3 Departure of big droplets

For droplets growing on vertical substrates the effect of gravity on the advancement of the process
of dropwise condensation must not be neglected. The gravity force will cause the big and heavy
droplets to slide and clean off the other droplets on their path. This will introduce more strip
area for the nucleation of new small droplets. The adhesive force between a droplet and substrate
comes from surface roughness and contact angle hysteresis [30]. The check for departure can be
done by comparing the gravity force and adhesive force affecting each droplet. The gravity force
for a droplet with advancing and receding contact angles θa and θr is [15, 4]:

Fg =
(2− 3Cosθ + Cos3θ)πr3

maxρlg

3
. (21)
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The adhesive force with the surface can be assumed as the surface tension force [15, 4]:

Fσ = 2σrmaxSinθ(Cosθr − Cosθa). (22)

θ here being the apparent equilibrium contact angle and may be taken equal to Cos−1(0.5Cosθa+
0.5Cosθr) [4]. The shape of droplets also depends on the competition between adhesive force with
the texturing and droplets surface tension. In the case of medium droplets, the adhesive force with
the pillars makes droplets form more ellipsoidal shape. Whereas, the small and the big droplets
that are either too small or huge enough to not be influenced by surface micro texturing, tend to
present more spherical shape to occupy less space due to the effect of their surface tension. This
effect can be seen in figure 6. On the other hand, since the departing droplets are always huge
and heavy droplets, equations (21) and (22) that are developed originally for spherical droplets
can be used for verifying droplets departure in this model.

The term small, medium and big here refers to the size of droplets with respect to the size of
texturing pattern. From our experiments, for the ratio of droplets to the pillars diameter being
at the order of 10-100, the droplets can be considered as medium and will be affected by the
texturing pattern and form more ellipsoidal shape. But, the droplets smaller or bigger than this
ratio will not be influenced by the texturing pattern and form more spherical shape. It worth
pointing out that these values are completely experimental and are announced based on our
gray scale figures. S.Zarei et al. [24] considered the same definition as Abu-Orabi [31] for small
droplets (r < rc) and they stated that the shape of texturing patterns can change small droplets
population by about 10%.

2.7 mm

3.3 mm

Figure 6: Comparison between the shape of small and big droplets. Small droplets tend to form
more ellipsoidal shape due to adhesion with surface texturing, while big droplets present more
spherical shape in order to occupy less surface. The size of the substrate is 3.3mm× 2.7mm.

4 Experimental set-up

Six different metallic molds are textured with uniform patterns of pillars using laser technology.
The theoretical radius (rp), theoretical height (Hp), and the theoretical distance between the
pillars (Dp) corresponding to each spatial pattern are presented in table 1. The term theoretical
here means that these dimensions are the designed values for pillars and they must be validated
by microscopical measurements. In this table, six substrates are named as configuration 1, config-
uration 2, ..., and configuration 6. These molds then are duplicated by melted poly carbonate, in
order to prepare the pillared substrates that are able to be applied during the process of dropwise
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Table 1: Surfaces characterization.

configuration of surface rp(µm) Dp (µm) Hp (µm) Ra(µm) θ(◦) θa(
◦) θr(

◦)

configuration 1 12.5 50 3 0.31 100.2 100.0 44.1
configuration 2 12.5 125 3 0.09 97.0 99.6 54.2
configuration 3 25 60 10 0.31 102.4 101.8 41.1
configuration 4 25 65 10 0.19 105 101.8 41.1
configuration 5 25 100 10 0.17 106 106.6 54.0

configuration 6 25 150 10 0.10 84.5 98.3 62.4

condensation. The microscopical measurements, then are carried out by a Veeco optical micro-
scope with magnification of 50X in order to validate the size and distance between the pillars. In
figures 8 and 9 the illustrations of 6 poly carbonate substrates are presented from macroscopic
and microscopic points of view. Roughness value of each substrate (Ra) measured by the optical
microscope is presented in the fifth column of table 1.

The three last columns of table 1 represent the values of water droplet contact angle on the
substrates (θ), as well as advancing and receding contact angles (θa and θr). The values of θ are
measured by a DSA30 set-up made by KRUSS. The main part of this set-up is illustrated in figure
7. As shown in this image, the polymeric sample is placed on the substrate support emphasized
by (a). The sample is cleaned before, by distilled water and dried by Nitrogen in order to remove
any contamination. On the syringe shown in (b) water droplets with volume 3µl with speed of
100µl/min are formed at room temperature through a needle with diameter of 500µm. Parts (c)
and (d) in this figure show the light source and CCD camera that takes images of droplets sited
on the substrate. In order to measuring θa and θr, another 7µl of water is added to the droplets
with speed of 10µl/min, and then the adsorbing part is started with the same speed until the
droplet is adsorbed completely.

This process is repeated on three substrates of each pillared pattern and the average of θ, θa
and θr are presented in table 1.

These six textured surfaces are then used as substrate to grow water droplets during a process
of dropwise condensation. Experimental set-up is completely explained in our former article [32].
Generally, each surface is inserted inside a humid chamber with relative humidity of about 40%
and air temperature of 303 K. The textured substrate temperature is fixed at 281 K that is
one degree below the air mixture dew point. A CCD gray-scale camera records the optical
images of droplets that are growing on the textured surface at each second for near 3000s. This
camera uses a long-focal-distance adjustable lens in order to record the high spatial resolution of
1.34 ± 0.04µm/pixel. These gray scale images are binarized with the image processing method
that is presented in our earlier work [33]. The binarized images then are used to extract the
information related to the size and droplets density in order to validate the results of the presented
method.

5 Algorithm for simulating droplets nucleation and growth

The algorithm for simulating nucleation and growth of droplets on pillared surfaces is presented
in figure 10. The first step is to simulate the pillars as cylinders with the specified geometric
patterns that are presented in table 1. Then, the random ellipses with the same densities as the
real droplets (extracted from the binarized images from experimental set-up) are distributed on
the 3-dimensional pillared substrate. For the six pillars configuration mentioned here, the droplets
initial density is between 1012 and 1013m−2 with the equivalent radius around 5± 0.2µm.

These values come from the gray scale images taken from the real droplets growing on the
six pillared substrates during the experimental procedure explained in section 4. The initial
nucleation densities (ND) for each substrate is presented in table 2.
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Figure 7: Illustration of contact angle measurement set-up. (a) the substrate support, (b) the
syringe for injection water droplets on the substrate, (c) light source, and (d) the CCD camera
that acquires images of droplets sited on the substrate.

Table 2: Initial nucleation densities for each substrate.

configuration of surface ND(m−2)

configuration 1 3× 1013

configuration 2 4.2× 1012

configuration 3 1.9× 1013

configuration 4 5.4× 1013

configuration 5 6.3× 1012

configuration 6 4.2× 1013
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Figure 8: Illustration of six poly carbonate pillared surfaces. The size of the substrate at each
image is 3.3mm × 2.7mm. The black circles represent the pillars with dimensions according to
table1.

Since on a textured surface the droplets can locate at different positions with respect to tex-
turing, there will be a 3-dimensional configuration of droplets that can approach in the directions
of X, Y , or Z. On a uniform pillared surface the height of each droplet can be calculated by
measuring the spatial distance between its center point and the pillars in its vicinity (D):

• if D > rp : droplet nucleates on the substrate, z = 0,

• if D < rp : droplet nucleates on the top of the pillar, z = Hp,

• if D = rp : droplet nucleates on the side of the pillar, 0 < z < Hp,

rp here is the radius of the pillar. The dimensions of each ellipse are considered as a (radius
along axis X), b = e.a (radius along axis Y ) and c = f.a (radius along axis Z), where e and
f are random numbers. The small ellipses also nucleate in the vacant area of substrate at each
iteration.

Since the base of this simulation algorithm is to generate the initial droplets of each generation
uniformly, we chose six random numbers based on the Poisson point process to describe these
droplets: X, Y , and Z that are the parameters related to the droplets location and a, b, c that
describe droplets size. Based on the experimental data a, b, and c are generated at the interval
of 6.5× 10−6 ± 10−7, then f = b/a, e = c/a.

Then, all these ellipses grow by adsorbing water molecules from humid air according to the
process explained at section 2.1. At each iteration there is a check for recognition the droplets
sticking to at least one pillar. This is because, as was mentioned in section 2.2.3, if one of
the parent droplets is in contact with a pillar, then the location of the daughter droplet after
coalescence will be at its center point. In the next step, the ellipsoidal droplets that are in touch
at each of the planes X − Y , X − Z, or Y − Z are detected by verification the existence of the
real root of their intersection equation according to the method proposed in section 2.2.1. These
droplets will merge and the size and center point of their daughter droplet is calculated according
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Figure 9: 3-dimensional microscopic illustration of 6 pillared substrates with 50X magnification.
The colored bar on the right hand side of each image measures the height of the pillars. Meaning
that each color on this bar corresponds to a value on µm, so for measuring the height of each
pillar it is enough to find the value corresponds with the color of it’s top head.
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to sections 2.2.2 and 2.2.3 respectively. As was explained in section 3, if a droplet becomes big
enough to overcome the surface tension, it will slide and clean off all the droplets on its path and
will expose strip area to nucleate new small droplets. At the end, the difference between the mean
radius of droplets with the mean radius of the droplets in the former iteration is calculated and
if it is negligible (less than 10−7m) the program will stop iterating. The choice of time interval is
very important here, because the smaller time steps give more accurate answers but need a huge
calculation time. This algorithm works with a time interval of 10−4s for solving the Euler method
for the growth rate due to adsorption, but the data are compared with experimental values at
each 10s to be able to illustrate wider time ranges in the graphs. The program was written in
matlab and was run on a pair cores PC with Intel Xeon CPU E5-2630 (2.40GHz), with 20gb
RAM and it took around 1 hour till completing in around 220 steps. It is worth to point out
here that the new method for checking the coalescence that is presented in section 2.2.1 needs
considerably less computation time with respect to traditional methods based on measuring the
Euclidean distance between the droplets.

6 Results and discussion

Figures 11 and 12 show the 2-D roughness profile of the six substrates measured by Veeco optical
microscope with magnification of 50X. At each graph, the two cursors measure the distance
between a pair of specific points in the directions of X and Z on the substrate. In figure 11, X
measures the distance between two pillars centers. This value is shown in table 1 by Dp. Figure
12 is a closer point of view to measure the radius and height of pillars on each substrate. X and
Z can be compared with the values of rp and Hp in table 1 respectively.

According to these images there is acceptable accordance between sizes and distances of the
pillars and the theoretical data presented in table 1, but the pillars are not perfectly cylindrical
as was assumed in the simulation algorithm. It can be clearly seen that the top heads of pillars
in all configurations are rounded and dome shaped. Another assumption that is made in the
simulation algorithm is that the spatial distribution of droplets on the surface is randomly. This
is because the dimension of pillars are fairly bigger than the size of initial generation and one
can assume that there is no preference between different spots on the substrate for nucleation of
initial small droplets.

Figures 13 and 14 Illustrate the four stages of the droplets growth on surface configuration
5. Figure 13 represents the real droplets growing under the conditions explained at section 4,
while figure 14 illustrates the growth procedure of the droplets generated through the simulating
algorithm. In both of the figures the first image shows the pillars just before droplets nucleation.
According to these figures, at the first stages that the droplets grow mainly by adsorption, the
droplets are more circular. After a while that the main growth rate is due to coalescence, the
shape of droplets changes to ellipsoidal, but the bigger droplets that are big enough to not be
influenced by the texturing pattern become circular again.

The gray scale images of all six substrates at t = 1800s are presented in figure 15. Comparison
between these images and data from table 1 reveals that when the pillars are smaller, the final
droplets are bigger and their shape is fairly far from being circular. This is because on the surfaces
with smaller pillars, the droplets that are growing on the top of a specified pillar, reach the size
of the pillar at earlier stages. So, they can slide from the pillar sooner and can join the other
droplets that were positioned on the other pillars. Consequently, the droplets can cover several
pillars sooner and form a huge area covered by liquid. While, when pillars are bigger, it takes
quite long time for droplets to become big enough to slide from the pillar and join with other
droplets. By comparing the water droplets on surfaces of configurations 1 and 2 with the surfaces
of configurations 3 and 4, one can conclude that when more percentage of substrate is occupied
by pillars, the resulting droplets are smaller and consequently more circular. Also, in substrates
with configurations 3, 4, 5, and 6 that the height of pillars are 10µm, the droplets are less spread
and are mostly connected between two pillars, while in the first 2 surfaces that the height of
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Figure 10: Schematic diagram of the simulation algorithm.
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Figure 11: Illustration of 2-D roughness profile of the six substrates. At each graph, X is the
distance between the pillars.

pillars is 3µm the droplets lie on the area of several droplets.
Figures 16 and 17 show the comparison between growth rate and changes in droplets density

predicted by the proposed model and real droplets on the six different configurations of pillars.
In these graphs the blue solid lines represent the experimental results that are extracted from

the gray scale images of the experimental set-up under the conditions named at section 4 (relative
humidity of about 40%, air temperature of 303 K, and substrate temperature of 281 K). The black
dashed lines corresponds to the simulation results under the same operating conditions.

It must be pointed out here that in all of the surfaces studied here the critical radius is
around 10−7m. Meaning that the droplets smaller than this value grow by adsorption, while for
the droplets bigger than this size the growth rate is mainly due to coalescence. But the rate of
coalescence for bigger droplets (between almost 500-1000 s) is much bigger than for the smaller
droplets (before 500s).

All these graphs show that the ellipsoidal-droplet model can predict real droplets behavior on
the pillared surface very well. At first, in all the surfaces very small droplets start to nucleate
between and on the top of the pillars. Since the radius of the pillars are fairly bigger than the
radius of the initial droplets, we can assume that there is not considerably preference on top of
the pillars for growing very small droplets. According to these graphs, surface with configuration
2 that introduces more flat area, is more potential to nucleate initial droplets. The same pattern
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Figure 12: Illustration of 2-D roughness profile of the six substrates. At each graph, X and Z
represent the radius and height of the pillars respectively.

in all the surfaces can be considered after this step: all the droplets grow by adsorbing water
molecules, if they touch they will coalesce and form bigger droplets and introduce more bare area
to nucleate new small droplets. As was expected, the first two surfaces that have pillars with
smaller radius grow bigger droplets, but reached the steady state situation later.

The average heat flux q can be calculated using equation (5) by considering the equal radius
instead of r. This parameter is shown in figure 18 for each substrate. According to this figure,
q decreases by increasing the size of droplets during the process time. Also, by comparing with
figure 15 it reveals that the surface with configuration 3, that contains smaller droplets with
respect to the other surfaces, presents higher value for q. While configuration 1 and 2 that grew
bigger droplets show smaller q.

Figure 19 shows the percentage of surface area occupied by the droplets on each substrate.
According to this figure, the highest percentage is related to the configurations 1 and 6, while the
lowest one is related to configuration 2 and the three other substrates represent almost the same
value. This figure can be explained by the effect of the texturing pattern that can be interpreted
by “how much a pattern makes the substrate different with respect to a flat substrate”. In this
regard one can use the ratios Dp

rp
= distance between the pillars

pillars radius and Dp

Hp
= distance between the pillars

pillars height .

These values are presented in table 3. It is clear that when Dp

rp
is smaller means that the pillars
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t = 0 t = 100s t = 1000s

t = 2000s t = 2500s t = 3000s

Figure 13: An example of droplets growth procedure on surface configuration 5. The first image
shows the pillars just before droplets nucleation. The size of each image is 3.3mm× 2.7mm.

Table 3: Each substrate dimensions characteristics.

configuration of surface rp(µm) Dp (µm) Hp (µm) Dp

rp

Dp

Hp

configuration 1 12.5 50 3 4.0 16.7
configuration 2 12.5 125 3 6.0 41.7
configuration 3 25 60 10 2.4 6.0
configuration 4 25 65 10 2.6 6.5
configuration 5 25 100 10 4.0 10.0
configuration 6 25 150 10 6.0 15.0

cover more area on the substrate. On the other hand, if we consider a canal between the pillars
with the length of Dp and the height equal to the height of a pillar, for smaller Dp

Hp
the canal

prevents the droplets to grow freely and cover more area. This is what happens in the case
of configuration 3, 4, and 5 with respect to configurations 1 and 6. On the other hand, when
this ratio is two large, it means that the substrate is closer to a flat surface and the texturing
pattern does not have any specific effect. This is why configuration 2 represents less percentage
of occupied area.

The mean and standard deviation of errors of the proposed model for different configurations
of pillars are presented in table 4. In this table mean relative error is calculated as:

e = 100×
Fexperimental − Fmodel

Fexperimental
, (23)

where Fexperimental is the amount of value calculated based on gray scale images of real droplets
and Fmodel is the amount predicted by the simulation model. According to this table, the mean
relative error for density of droplets on all of the substrates is 10.00 ± 0.68%, while the model
is more accurate for predicting droplets radius with mean relative error of 2.28 ± 0.42%. The
error in this model can come from different sources. Firstly, the assumption of the ellipsoidal
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Figure 14: An example of simulated droplets growth procedure on surface configuration 5.
The first image shows the pillars just before droplets nucleation. To have a better view of the
droplets, the pillars are eliminated from the rest of the images. These images are generated by
the simulation algorithm.

droplets is not very accurate although it is more precise than the spherical droplets. For example,
according to table 4 the highest error for nucleation density is reported for surface configuration
1, and taking a look at figure 15 reveals that the droplets on this surface have more irregular
shapes than the other surfaces. Secondly, the assumption of analogy between ellipsoidal droplets
and spherical droplets in calculating the rate of growth due to coalescence, can be another source
of error of the model. Thirdly, the difference between rp, Hp, and Dp between simulated and real
pillars can affect the results also. But, the highest inaccuracy comes from the method of image
processing. As was mentioned before, the data related to the size and density of real droplets are
extracted from the gray scale images. On the gray scale images taken from the real droplets, the
droplets have the same appearance as the pillars, especially when they are in the same size ranges.
Both of them are circles with bright centers and dark borders. Moreover in the later stages the
droplets are connected and it is difficult to count their exact number. The image processing
method that is explained in our earlier work [33] is able to recognize these droplets from the
pillars and also is able to separate connected droplets, but we assume that the relatively high
error for density of droplets comes mostly from this problem. This can be claimed by comparing
the data from table 4 and radius of bigger droplets from figure 16. Surfaces with configuration
1, 4 and 5 that represent higher percentage of error for droplets density, contain droplets that
are twice the size of the pillars, while for surface with configuration 2 that the mean error for
droplets density is just 3% the droplets are about eight times greater than the pillars and are
easily separable from pillars in image processing algorithm. However, it should not be neglected
that all these sources of errors lead to an average of error of about 10% for droplets density and
2% for droplets size, so it can be claimed that the ellipsoidal model has a good approximation of
the process of dropwise condensation on textured surfaces.
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2.7 mm

3.3 mm

Configuration 1 Configuration 2 Configuration 3

Configuration 4 Configuration 5 Configuration 6

Figure 15: Illustration of 6 pillared surfaces after 1800s. The size of the substrate at each image
is 3.3mm× 2.7mm.

Table 4: The mean and standard deviation of errors of the model for different configurations of
pillars.

configuration of pillars Mean error of density (%) Mean error of radius (%)
configuration 1 21.28 -0.62
configuration 2 3.55 9.26
configuration 3 3.01 -2.01
configuration 4 13.14 0.18
configuration 5 11.33 1.80
configuration 6 7.7 5.04

Mean 10.00 ± 0.68 2.28 ± 0.42

7 Conclusion

A numerical model for nucleation and growth of ellipsoidal droplets on three dimensions on
pillared substrates has been developed. According to this model ellipsoidal droplets nucleate all
around the substrate with three radius a, b, and c along the axis X, Y , and Z respectively. Then,
these droplets start to grow due to adsorption and coalescence on three dimensions and they can
even cover several pillars at final stages. The proposed model is applied to six different pillared
surfaces and its mean error is calculated on all the surfaces of about 10% for droplets density
and 2% for droplets size. The main source of error is recognized as the similarity between the
droplets appearance and pillars on images taken from real droplets, which makes it difficult to
identify the exact number of droplets. But, it can be claimed that the proposed model has a good
understanding of droplets’ growth on pillared substrates.
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Figure 16: Comparison between growth rate of experimental and simulation droplets on 6
different pillared surfaces. The conditions of experimental procedure are: relative humidity of
about 40%, air temperature of 303 K, and substrate temperature of 281 K.
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