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Ibn Mal

Najm al-Dn Ab l-Fat Sulaymn 
(Salm) b. Muammad Ibn Mal al- 
Lukk al-Maghrib (d. 19 Shawwl 544/19 
February 1150) was wazr to the Fimid 
caliph al-fir (r. 544–9/1149–54) for a 
few months in 544/1149. He belonged 
to the line of Fimid generals who, since 
Badr al-Jaml (d. 487/1094), had been 
appointed to the highest offices of the state. 
His double nisba, al-Lukk al-Maghrib, 
informs us only of his place of origin, 
Lukku, a small port approximately ninety 
kilometres east of Tobruk.

Although he was considered one of the 
best generals in the Fimid army and was 
granted the honorific laqabs Amr al-Juysh 
(General of the armies) and Saad al-
Mulk Layth al-Dawla (Good fortune of 
the kingship and lion of the dynasty), his 
military career remains largely unknown, 
except that he owed the beginnings of his 
military career to his mastery of falconry 
and training in horsemanship, which he 
received from his father, Mamd b. 
Mal al-Lukk. It was undoubtedly his 
father who, motivated by the promise of 
Nizr b. al-Mustanir (d. 488/1095, elder 
son of the Fimid caliph al-Mustanir 
(r. 427–87/1036–94), who claimed the 
caliphate when his father died) to make 
him his wazr and commanding general, 
participated in the 488/1095 uprising 
of Nizr and Nir al-Dawla Alptakn 
(Alptegin) al-Turk (d. 488/1095), one of 
Badr al-Jaml’s freedmen, against al-Afal 
b. Badr al-Jaml (d. 515/1121) and his 
creature, the caliph al-Mustal (r. 487–95/ 
1094–1101). Mamd sought refuge in 
Lukku until he was pardoned and then 
returned to Cairo. No other Ibn Mal 
appears in the sources from 488/1095 
until 538/1144, when the name Najm 
al-Dn Ab l-Fat Sulaymn Ibn Mal 

appears, denoting the right-hand man of 
the caliph al-fi (r. 525–44/1131–49). 
His contemporaries, Usma b. Munqidh  
(d. 584/1188) and Ibn al-uwayr (d. 617/ 
1220), describe him more as a man of 
experience, sociable and humble, and a 
great scholar of theology (shaykh kabr, lim 
bi-ul al-dn, shaykh layyin mutawi) than 
as a soldier.

Ibn Mal managed the affairs of the 
state with some success, and al-fi 
advised his son and successor, al-fir, to 
appoint him wazr. The sources suggest 
that the formal designation took place the 
day after the new caliph came to power, 
in afar 544/June 1149. His time as wazr 
thus perhaps lasted somewhat longer than 
the fifty or sixty days with which he is 
customarily credited. Ibn Mal then set-
tled in the former residence of the wazr 
al-Mamn al-Bai (d. 522/1128). This 
appointment and the strong measures 
taken by Ibn Mal to stop misappropria-
tions by certain members of the armed 
forces, to the detriment of the state, dis-
pleased Ibn Sallr (d. 548/1153), the pow-
erful governor of Alexandria. In Shabn 
544/December 1149, Ibn Sallr and his 
son-in-law, Abbs Rukn al-Dn the Zrid, 
also governor of one of the districts in the 
Delta, attempted to overthrow the wazr. 
Despite initial success, Ibn Mal could 
not prevent the rebels from entering 
Cairo on 15 Shabn 544/18 December 
1149. With significant funding from the 
caliph, Ibn Mal reached the ad ready 
to recruit men, yet al-fir had no choice 
but to allow Ibn Sallr to take the post 
of wazr by force. Ibn Mal succeeded in 
recruiting a large army of Arabs, Suda-
nese, and Lawta Berbers but he failed in 
trying to use them to fight back against 
the troops led by Abbs and ali b. 
Ruzzk (d. 556/1161). On 19 Shawwl 
544/19 February 1150, Ibn Mal was 
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decapitated during the battle of Dal, in 
the district of Bahnas.

His son, Najm al-Dn Ab Muammad 
b. Mal (d. 574/1178), remained in the 
service of the Fimids. He was appointed 
governor of Alexandria in about 561/1166 
and then entered the service of al 
al-Dn (Saladin, r. 564–89/1169–93).
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Ibn al-Qa, al-Yaub

s b. Sad al-Yaub Ibn al-Qa 
(d. 397/1006) was a secretary and Andalus 
wazr during the reign of the Umayyad 
Hishm II al-Muayyad bi-llh (r. 366–99/ 
976–1009 and 400–3/1010–3), when 
al-Manr (Almanzor, d. 392/1002) and 
then his son al-Muaffar (r. 392–9/1002–8)  
served as jibs (chamberlains) and held 
actual power.

Ibn al-Qa had no distinguished 
ancestors, nor did he belong to a 
renowned family. He was an Arab from 
al-Najjr, belonging to a clan known as 
Ban l-Jazr from the region (kra) of 
Priego, in the present-day province of  
Córdoba. His father was a teacher (muallim).  
Ibn al-Qa was a secretary (ktib) to 
Muammad b. Ab mir (d. 392/1002) 
before the latter became a powerful jib. 
Under his aegis, Ibn al-Qa joined the 
bureaucracy and followed him on his rise 
during the reign of al-akam II (350–66/ 
961–76). He was particulaly favoured 
by al-Manr, who called him “the for-
tunate one” (  yumn al-naqba). Alongside 
al-Manr, Ibn al-Qa rose through the 
bureaucracy, ultimately receiving the title 
of wazr, under which he played various 
roles. He was even sent to North Africa 
in charge of troops in order to prevent 
Zr b. Aiyya (d. 391/1001), Berber chief 
of the Maghrib, from throwing off the 
Umayyad tutelage over his territory.

After the death of al-Manr, his son 
Abd al-Malik confirmed Ibn al-Qa 
as his wazr and charged him with the 
administration of the state. Under him, he 
obtained great power and many rural and 
urban properties throughout al-Andalus. 
He also took advantage of his standing to 
place acquaintances in every important 
position and even married his son Ab 
mir to al-Muaffar’s youngest sister.


