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1. INTRODUCTION,

The "method of horizontal variations" has been proposed 

by the author as a way of characterizing variationally the solutions 

to some field equations. It consists in having the investigated 

fields (scalar or tensor) transported by an imagined continuous medium, 

in motion over the concerned region of the space of independent 

variables. The solutions are then characterized as yielding in the 

process a zero rate of change for some integral functional. 

The imagined continuous medium, called a carrier is 

defined by its velocity field � and the parameter ordering its 

evolution is denoted by T , not to be mistaken for the physical 




































