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Jordan under the Byzantins

The Church of Lions at Umm al-Rasas is representative of the 6th century churches in
the provinces of Arabia and Palestine. There is a large rectangular hall divided into three
naves by a series of pillars which support arcades (shown here on the ground to the left

of the image) and which end with one or several apses. The floor is often decorated with
mosaic depicting geometric patterns, hunting scenes, seascapes or pastoral scenes.
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During the last centuries of antiquity, the territory of present-day
Jordan inherited civil administrative subdivisions introduced in
Roman times. These were based on cities including the surroune
ing rural area, grouped in provinces, which were attached to a
diocese. The religious institutions that were set up following the
increase in conversions to Christianity followed this same or
ganization; most cities became bishoprics, led by bishops under
the authority of the metropolitan bishop of the provincial capital.
The provinces were grouped under the authority of patriarchs.
The territory of today’s Jordan is essentially the province of
Arabia (from the Syrian-Jordanian border to Wadi Mujib), whose
metropolitan headquarters were established in Bostra and which
depended on the Patriarchate of Antioch. The rest was divided
between the provinces of Palestine II (around the Lake of Galilee
and the mountains of Ajloun), Palestine I (the eastern fringe of
the Jordan Valley) and Palestine I1I (from Wadi Mujib to the Red
Sea) attached to the jurisdiction of the Patriarchate of Jerusalem.

As in Roman times, the main traffic arteries grew along a north-
south route parallel to the Jordan Valley and the Wadi Araba de
pression, marked by the Traiana via nova built during the reign
of Trajan between Bostra and Aila. The economy remained es
sentially based on the traditional cultivation of vines and olive
trees, to which many presses bear witness. In addition, there was
the mining of copper ore in the mines of Phaeno.
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