WORDORDER, ANDNOUNINCORPORATION INHOMERICGREEK Ontmesis 
  

Negatives,adverbs,andpreverbialparticles(P-words)canbe locatedintwopositionsintheAGclause:eitheratthebeginningoftheclause,or immediately before the verb, in which case it forms with the verb itself a verbal complex. These positions of the P-word correspond to two kinds of tmeses, externalandinternal.Structuralandtypologicalargumentsareadducedtoshow that a NP can be incorporated into the verbal complex in internal tmesis: semantically, many of these constructions are used to express institutionalized activities;besides,internaltmesisisoftenastrategytobackgroundaparticipant andmarkitaspartofthepresupposition.

),πρό(6 ),πρός(15 ),σύν(15 ),ὑπέξ(3 ),ὑπό(27 ).
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Before I proceed, it may be useful to define clearly when a given P-word+Verbconstructioncanbeproperlycalledatmesis.Onecanidentifyatleast sevencriteria(thefirstconditionisanecessaryone,butnotasufficientone;the others are sufficient, but not necessary). 1. Observable separation: the P-word andtheVhavetobeseparatedbyaword(evenacliticmaydoforthatmatter).2 2. Casestructure:whentheinterruptingmaterialisaNP,itmustnotbeconstruedas governedbytheP-word,whichwouldthenbeapreposition.3.Syntheticmeaning: when the meaning of the P-word+verb complex is different from the sum of its parts, we are dealing with a case of tmesis, as in (5) below. 4. Availability of compound form: if a compound form of the same P-word with the same verb is attested elsewhere in the epics, with the same construction, it is again a case of tmesis. 5. The preverb must not be likely to be analyzed as a preposition in anastrophe.3 6.Absenceofargumentforthepreposition:ifthereisaconstituent in the clause that can be constructed with the P-word, which could then be a preposition,itisnotatmesis4 .7.IruledoutP-wordwithadverbialforcesuchas περίmeaningπερισσῶςorἀμφίmeaningʻaround',ʻonbothsides'etc.Needlessto say, this last criterium is the most subjective, because many P-words can be construedaslocaladverbs.

Iusedthesecriteriatoidentifythefirst250tmesesineachepic,browsing about half of the Homeric corpus; 5 I came up with 500 tmeses, covering 18 differentP-words 6 whichcombinewith127differentverbs.Ofthese500tmeses, 134 (26.80%) consist of the P-word being separated from the Verb by a postpositive word only (or several postpositives). So we are left with 366 3 occurrences of tmeses with at least one lexical word interrupting the P-word+V sequence;thisconstructionIshallcalllexicaltmesis,theformerbeingofcourse non-lexicaltmesis.7 1. THEPOSITIONOFP-WORDSINHGWORDORDER 1.1. AncientGreek wordorder(theDik -Matić template)

Let us first briefly sketch the principles of HG word order, following mostlyDik (1995)andMatić(2003).Thebasicprinciple,inAncientGreek(AG), including HG, is that word order encodes information structure rather than syntactic structure. It is a linearization of constituents according to their informationalfunction.Onecandesignafunctionalpatterntocapturethisfact, representingthemaximalprojectionoflinearizationrules,inwhichanumberof structural slots are filled in with different constituents depending on their informational(orpragmatic)functionintheclause(fig. 1). Aswecansee,twomainfocusconstructionsaretobeidentifiedinAG.In thenarrowfocusconstruction,thereisonlyoneconstituentinthefocus:thisfocus expression,asarule,isplacedimmediatelybeforetheverb,asin(1),wherethe focus of the clause is each time on the expression identifying the price taken by each candidate, preceded by the non-ratified topic expressions Μηριόνης and Τεῦκρος(noticethepostverbalpositionoftheratifiedtopicexpressionκοίλαςἐπὶ νῆας);

(1) Ψ882-883

Ἂνδ'ἄραΜηριόνηςπελέκεαςδ έκαπ άνταςἄειρε, Τεῦκροςδ'ἡμιπ έλεκκαφέρενκοίλαςἐπὶνῆας.

Inthebroadfocusconstruction,theverbandoptionallyotherelementsmakeupa focus domain: the verb marks the left border of this focus domain, and the remaining focal material follows. Consider e.g. ( 2), where both the verb and its objectareinthefocus.
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(2) Ε1-2 Ἔνθ'αὖΤυδεΐδῃΔιομήδεϊΠαλλὰςἈθήνη δῶκεμένοςκαὶθάρσος .

Topicelementscanbeoftwodifferentkinds,dependingoftheactivation status of their referents. Non-ratified topic expressions, i.e. expressions whose referentsarepresented,inrelationtothepropositionexpressedbytheclause,as new Topics or renewed Topics, are located at the beginning of the clause, preceding any focus element (e.g. Τυδεΐδῃ Διομήδεϊ and Παλλὰς Ἀθήνη in (2) above).Ratifiedtopicexpressions, i.e.expressionswhosereferentsarepresented as being already under discussion, have a dedicated slot immediately after the verb, in any focus construction. (They may thus interrupt a Focus domain.) Besides,theyhavealternativepositions:theybehaveasakindofphonologically reducedexpressionthatcannotstandbythemselvesatthebeginningoftheclause, but may cliticize, so to speak, to the right of any strong element in the clause (mainlytheverb,butalsonon-ratifiedtopicexpressionsorfocusexpressions,both pre-andpostverbal).

Tosumup:ascanbeseeninfig.1,AGclausepatternconsistsofaninitial topic field, mainly for non-ratified topic expressions, followed by either a broad focus domain consisting of the verb plus optionally one or more focus elements (potentiallyinterruptedbyratifiedtopicexpressionslocatedimmediatelyafterthe verb),oranarrowfocusexpression,followedbyapresuppositionfieldconsisting inthe(presupposed)verbplusbyratifiedtopicexpressionsandothernon-topical presupposedexpressions,ifany.

Whatisimportantforourpresentpurposesisthatinbothconstructions theverbmarkstheleftborderofadomain:thepresuppositionfieldinthenarrow focus construction and the focus domain in the broad focus construction. As I tried to show elsewhere (Bertrand 2009), this feature of AG word order has a number of consequences, most importantly that, as a rule, postpositives (like anaphoricαὐτόν,cliticanaphoricpronounsandtheparticleἄν)cannotbelocated furtherleftthanimmediatelyaftertheverb(Marshall1987),i.e.thesameposition asthepreferredoneforratifiedtopicexpressions,whichcouldbecalledpseudopostpositives.Thisisbecausethepostverbalpositionisinfactasecondpositionin thedomainbeginningwiththeverb,apositionattractingpreciselythisverykind of weakelementsbyvirtueofWackernagel's(1892)well-documentedlawabout secondpositionclitics.TouseFraenkel's(1964)words,theverbthencanbesaid tomarktheleftborderofacolonorintonationunit8 .

Thepositionofadverbsandnegatives

Aswehaveseen,theverbhasapivotalfunctionintheoverallstructureof AGclause.Now,Iwouldliketoshowthatthispositionisnotasimpleone,but maycontainotherelementsthat,togetherwiththeverbitself,constituteaphrase, 5 whichhas,ofcourse,thesamepositionalpropertiesasasimpleverb.Aswewill see,itisusefultoallowmorethanoneelementtooccupytheverbslotintheword orderpattern.

Negatives

The pivotal role of the verb in the AG sentence has already been illustrated by Moorhouse (1959) in his work on negatives. As a matter of fact, negatives have two typical positions: they can be either initial in the clause or colon or immediately preverbal (and quite frequently they combine both positions, being initial with the verb immediately following). In HG, the initial position is by far the most frequent position (the non-initial preverbal position tends to become more and more frequent only in later Greek9 ). Moreover, negatives never occur after the verb in Homer unless accompanied by an indefinite clitic such as ποτε, τις, τι or πῃ, and only, as far as I can see, in very specialpragmaticcontexts 10 .

Furthermore, the distribution of preverbal/non-preverbal positions depends on the place of the negative: initial or not. The rate of negatives separatedfromtheverbismuchhigherwhenthenegativeisinitialthanwhenitis not(especiallyinHomer,wherethereareuptotwothirdsofinitialnegativesthat arenotimmediatelyfollowedbytheverb).Reversely,whenthenegativeisnotin firstposition,thereareveryfewexceptionstowhatMoorhousecalls"attractionto the verb". So the two positions (initial and non-initial) are not even in terms of contiguity to the verb. We could formulate this as a rule stating that when the negativeisnotinitial,ithastobeimmediatelypreverbal.Thisdifferencebetween aninitialnonverb-contiguouspositionandanon-initialverb-contiguousposition willbeofimportanceinwhatfollows. Now, from a syntactic point of view, this also means that we could consider,inbothcases,thatthenegativeisinitialinitsdomain:theclauseitselfor the verbal domain. Since negatives are prepositive words, they form a prosodic unit with the following word, and I think it would be rather unproblematic to expandtheʻVerb'positionintheAGwordorderpatterntoʻVerbprecededbyan 6 optional negative', schematically {(Negative) Verb}. The resulting composite constituentcanaptlybecalledaVerbalComplex.

Adverbs

Mynextmovewillbetoshowthateverypositionopenedtonegativesis also accessible to adverbs. Adverbs (as well as other kinds of adverbial expressions)arefloatingconstituents,whichmayoccupyvirtuallyanypositionin thewordorderpattern.Dependingontheirinformationalstatus,adverbscanbe locatedeitherintheinitialtopicfield,orinthefocusdomain.Whentheyonlyset theframefortheinterpretationofthesentence,theyaretypicallyinthetopicarea (notice that non-ratified topic expressions have also typically a frame-setting effect);but,likeanyotherelement,theycanbepartoftheFocus,inwhichcase theyobviouslylandintheFocusarea,beitthepreverbalnarrowfocusslot,orthe postverbalbroadfocusdomain.

Havingsaidthat,Ibelieveitisneverthelesspossibletoidentifytwobasic positions for the adverb: either at the very beginning of the sentence, or immediately before the verb, independently of the semantic function of the adverb. In a large sample of nearly 3000 Homeric lines 11 , I found 1129 adverbs (notcountingP-words),473ofwhich(41,90%)wereinitialintheirclauseand406 (35,96%)immediatelypreverbal.Itmeansthatinthegreatmajorityofcases,an adverbiseitherinitial,orimmediatelypreverbalbutnotinnarrowfocus,asin(3), orboth.

(3) ι399-400

ΑὐτὰρὁΚύκλωπαςμεγάλ'ἤπυεν,οἵῥάμινἀμφὶς ᾤκεονἐνσπήεσσιδι'ἄκριαςἠνεμοέσσας.

Due to the very mobile nature of adverbs in general, it may appear difficult to conclude anything just on the basis of statistical data. However, a structural argument must be adduced here. Adverbs are one of the rare constituent types that can be placed between a narrow focus expression and the verb,whichnormallyarecontiguous (Matić(2003)callsthoseexpressions"Focus intruders"),asexemplifiedby(4).

(4) Σ251-252

Ἕκτοριδ'ἦενἑταῖρος,ἰῇδ'ἐννυκτὶγένοντο, ἀλλ'ὃμὲνἂρμύθοισιν,ὃδ'ἔγχεϊπολλὸν ἐνίκα.

Thesefocusintrudersareindeedaproblem,becausethedefiningfeatureofthe preverbalnarrowfocusslotisitscontiguitytotheverb.Now,ifweconsiderthat adverbstoocanbepartoftheVerbalComplex,andthattheVerbalComplexasa whole counts as one word for positional purposes, the "intrusion" effect disappears,andweareleftwithacanonicalfocus-verbconstruction.ThatiswhyI would like to expand again the theoretical Verbal Complex in order to allow 11 This reference corpus consists of Books Ε, Χ, α, ι, and υ, for a total range of 2828 lines, evenly distributed between the Iliad and the Odyssey on the one hand and speech and narrativeontheother.
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adverbs to precede the verb. The Verbal Complex consists of an adverb slot, a negativeslotandthenaverbslot,schematically{(Adverb)(Negative)Verb}.12 1.3 Thepositionof P-words

WearenowinapositiontoexaminethelocationofP-wordsintheHG sentence.Intuitively,onewouldliketoequatethepositionalbehaviourofP-words withthatofnegativesandadverbsingeneral.Hereareanumberofreasonstodo so.

P-wordsasadverbs

First of all, most scholars agree that originally the P-words were indeed adverbs (e.g. Dunkel 1979, Chantraine 1988, Neuberger-Donath 2004). Synchronically,inHG,thisuseisresidual,butwellattested(butforἀντί,ἀπό,διά and ὑπέρ). They can even be used absolutely, i.e. as a predicate. From this adverbial and general function, P-words specialized into two functions: they became either prepositions (associated with a case, they specify the semantic function of a NP) or preverbs (agglutinated to a verb root, they specify and qualify the verbal process). The synchronic situation of HG seems to be transitional: the older uses are becoming rarer, whereas the newer ones are not onlybecomingmorefrequent,buttheyareontheirwaytogettingcompulsory.

So the answer to the question "where does the P-word stand in the AG word order pattern?" is far from simple, since we have three possible situations (leaving apart the absolute use). The first one will be rapidly dealt with, since it fallsoutsideourtheme:intheprepositional use,theP-wordmaybeinfirstor secondpositionwithrespecttotheNPitqualifies(Rosén1999,deAngelis2004). Ourproblemisnowtodistinguishbetweenadverbialandpreverbalusesofthe P-word. A first answer is to consider that the only preverbal use is when the Pword is agglutinated to the verb-root, i.e. in compound verbs; if the P-word is separated from the verb (and is not a preposition), then it is an adverb. The conceptoftmesiswouldthenbetotallyvacuous.

Asithappens,Ifindthissolutionunsatisfying,fortworeasons.First,Ido notseehowitcanaccountforcasesofsyntheticmeaning,asin(5).

(5) Β317

Αὐτὰρἐπεὶκατὰτέκναφάγε στρουθοῖοκαὶαὐτήν

Second, as I hope to show, there are strong constraints as to which elements can be located in the gap between the P-word and the verb, which suggeststhataP-wordisnotjustanotheradverb,andthatithasaspecificlinkto theverb. 8

Positionalpropertiesofnegatives,adverbsandP-words

Let us have a look to the statistical distribution between preverbal and non-preverbal position of the P-word. In six of the most common verb roots available both in tmesis and in compound form in my sample, I compared the numberofoccurrencesforbothcases.Generallyspeaking,andtovariousdegrees, thecompoundformisthepreferredoption,withaprevalenceofthecompound form ranging from about 60% to nearly 90%, with a average rate of 80.79%. This is not surprising, given that the P-word is on its way to lose completely its adverbialstatusinGreek.Theallegedanachronismoftheancientgrammarians, whonamedthephenomenonacut(τμῆσις),wasperhapsnotthatinappropriate: from a purely statistical point of view, the preverbal position of the P-word is indeedthenorm,whereasthetmesisistheexception.But,howeverexceptionalor marked it may be, it is still a frequent strategy, since one cannot easily dismiss 20%ofalloccurrences.

We can compare this situation to that of negatives: if we combine the figures given by Moorhouse, we get an evenly balanced distribution between immediatelypreverbalandnotimmediatelypreverbalnegativeοὐintheIliad.But there is an evolution going on: the rate of non-preverbal negatives is 7.75% in Herodotus,18.27%inThucydidesand28.62%inAristophanes.Soinnoauthor afterHomeristherateofnon-verb-contiguousnegativesashighasitisinHG. 13 Moreover, in later authors, among clauses with initial negative, the negative is nevertheless followed by the verb in the majority of cases (from about 58% in Thucydides and Aristophanes up to 83% in Herodotus); but in Homer, the opposite situation obtains: the majority of initial negatives (36%) are not contiguous to the verb. This fits well with the fact that lexical tmesis virtually disappearsfromthelanguageafterHomer.Inthiscasealso,theelementshavea greaterpositionalindependenceinHGthaninlaterGreek.

Concerningadverbs,aswehaveseen,theoptiontoplacethembetweena narrow focus expression and the verb indicates that they too may constitute a VerbalComplextogetherwiththeverb.Evenifitisnotthepreferredstrategy,it is significant that the possibility exists at all. This provides another point of comparisontoaccountfortheplacementrulesofP-words.

In sum, two positional possibilities are opened to P-words, adverbs, and negativesalike:aninitialpositionwherethelinkwiththeverbisonlysemantic, and a preverbal position with the constitution of a Verbal Complex, which obeystothesameplacementrulesasanyothersimpleverbform.Putdifferently, theymaybeeitherinitialintheclause,orinitialintheVerbalComplex.

13 I calculated that this evolution was statistically highly significant: there is virtually no probabilityatallthatsucharepartitionbeduetomerechance(χ²=154.39,P<0.01). 9

TMESISANDNOUNINCORPORATION

Up to this point, I tried to suggest that the positional behavior of P-words is similar to that of negatives and other adverbs, with initial and immediately preverbalpositions.ButthereisathirdpositionopentoP-words,whichisneither initial nor immediately preverbal: this happens when a non-initial preverb is neverthelessseparatedfromtheverb.Iwilltrytoshowthatthispositionisalsoto be considered initial in the Verbal Complex, by reviewing the properties of the elements allowed to be placed in the space between the P-word and the verb, whichIwillcallthe"tmeticfield".

It should be noted that this "tmetic field" seldom hosts more than one lexicalword,andnevermorethantwodifferentconstituents.In70.49%ofallthe lexicaltmesesIcollected,theP-wordisonlyonewordawayfromtheverb.Asfor thenumberofconstituents,90.71%ofalllexicaltmeseshavenomorethanone constituentbetweentheP-wordandtheverb.Thismeans,generally,thatthePword tends to be as close to the verb as possible. If we consider the 34 cases of tmesesinvolvingmorethanoneconstituentbetweentheP-wordandtheverb,we cannoticethattheP-wordisalwaysinitialintheclause,butfortwotokens. 14 So, asarule,itisonlywhentheP-wordisinitialthattheseparationbymorethanone constituentisallowed.Inversely,ifweconsiderthe101non-initiallexicaltmeses, 92.08%ofthemhaveonlyonewordinthe"tmeticfield",andtheresthavetwo words.Asforthenumberofconstituents,thetendencytoallownomorethanone constituent in the "tmetic field" is overwhelming, with the only two aforementionedexceptions.

There is thus a clear difference between initial lexical tmeses and noninitiallexicaltmeses,theformerbeingmoresusceptibletoharbourseveralwords anduptotwoconstituentsinthe"tmeticfield".Iwouldclaimthatthisdifference, which is statistically significant to a very high degree 15 , reflects a deeper oppositionbetweentheinitialpositionandwhatIwouldcallapreverbalposition, becauseIassumethispositionislocatedatthebeginningoftheVerbalComplex. I suspect the statistical difference would be even greater if we had a way to discriminate between both positions when the Verbal Complex as a whole happens to be located at the beginning of the clause 16 . I propose, then, that we distinguish between internal tmesis, when the P-word stays inside the Verbal Complex,andexternal tmesis,whentheP-wordislocatedoutsidetheVerbal Complex,atthebeginningoftheclause [START_REF] Chantraine | Grammaire homérique, Tradition de l'Humanisme[END_REF] .Recallthatfornegativestoothereisa 14 TheversesinquestionareΚ535andμ177,bothsurprisinglyinvolvingthenameoftheears (οὔατα). 15 The χ² rate (31.81) indicates a probability of less than 1/100000 for such a difference to arisebychance. 16 Moorhouse (1959) makes similar observations when dealing with the position of the negative. [START_REF] Chantraine | Grammaire homérique, Tradition de l'Humanisme[END_REF] Thesimilaritybetweentmesisandhyperbatonisstrikinghere. Devine&Stephens(2000) distinguished between two kinds of hyperbaton: first, what I would call internal 10 clear difference between an initial position, which allows separation from the verb,andanon-initialposition,which,asarule,involvescontiguitytotheverb.

Letusstatethisdifferently:likenegativesandadverbs,P-wordsmayform aphrasewiththeverb(theVerbalComplexisthenacompoundform);theymay alsobeseparatedfromtheverb,butthentheP-wordmustbeinitialintheclause (externaltmesis).However,wesometimesfindsomelexicalmaterialbetweenthe P-wordandtheVerbwithouttheP-wordbeinginfirstpositionintheclause.Iwill provisionally consider that this material is, in this case, inserted in the Verbal Complex (internal tmesis). That is, the P-word is still forming a composite unit with the verb, but another element is added to that unit and lands between the two (this is the normal position for clitics and postpositives, rather than after a compoundverb).

I shall now investigate the nature and properties of the interrupting material,inordertoseewhethertherearegeneralizationstobemade. When there is only one constituent inserted in the tmetic field, it is the direct object in 2/3 of lexical tmeses, the subject in 1/4, the other categories (indirect object, adverb, predicative adjective, instrumental etc.) occurring each below6%ofthecases.Butthisrepartitionisnothomogenous.Ifwedistinguish again between initial and non-initial tmeses, we notice that there are comparativelymoresubjectsandfewerobjectsinthetmeticfieldininitialtmeses than in non-initial tmeses. Again, I account for this difference by assuming that hyperbaton, where the first part of the discontinuous constituent stays inside the verb phrase,inaphrase-initialweakfocusslot,astheysay;thiskindisonlyattestedinpoetry, especiallyinHomer;andsecondwhatIwouldcallexternal hyperbaton,wherethefirst partofthediscontinuousconstituentislocatedinthepreverbalfocusslot;thisistheonly hyperbatontypeallowedinclassicalprose.

Characteristicsof theinterruptingmaterial

11

the non-initial tmesis is typically of the internal kind, whereas initial tmesis is more often of the external type, and that there are strong constraints for the insertionofmaterialintotheVerbalComplexthatdonotexistinexternaltmeses, becausetheyarisefromadifferentprocess. Butitisnotonlyamatterofnumbers. DelTreppo(2008)noticedthatthereisasyntactichierarchyofconstituentswith respect to their accessibility to inclusion in the tmetic field: Object > Subject > Other. In her data, if the object is expressed at all, it has priority over all other constituents for inclusion in the "tmetic field", so that generally we do not find subjectsinsertedwhenthereisalsoalexicalobjectinthesameclause.However,it is not an absolute rule. Among 83 tokens in my sample where the subject is the onlyelementinserted,theobjectwasalsoexpressedin12cases(14.46%).Thisis too few to be useful for any general statement about the function of these expressions,andIleavethispointtofurtherinquiry.

Informationalproperties

Theanalysisofpragmaticfunctionsgivesalsoveryinterestingresults,and againpointstowardadifferencebetweenexternalandinternaltmesis.Thedata areshownintable2. Therevealingfacthereisthehighrateofratifiedtopicexpressionsinnon-initial tmesis: the most frequently inserted constituents are indeed ratified topic expressions;thismeansthattheylandjustbeforetheverb.Recallthatthenormal positionforratifiedtopicexpressionsisimmediatelyaftertheverb. [START_REF] Lambrecht | Information structure and sentence form: topic, focus, and the mental representations of discourse referents[END_REF] Sothelarge numberoftheseexpressionsinsidethe"tmeticfield"isintriguing.

There are at least two possible ways to explain this situation. First, as I have already said, the pragmatic function of ratified topic expressions is crosslinguistically marked by deaccentuation and reduced phonological weight (Lambrecht1994,Matić2003).InAG,theseexpressionsarepseudo-postpositive, [START_REF] Lambrecht | Information structure and sentence form: topic, focus, and the mental representations of discourse referents[END_REF] "Normal"heremeans,forexample,thatinmyreferencecorpus,Iidentified1388ratified topic expressions, 860 of which (61.96%) were immediately postverbal; for the second commonestposition,afteraNarrowFocusexpression,theratefallsto10.95%(152cases).

12 i.e.theybehaveinamannersimilartootherpostpositives.Soifweconsiderthat the Verbal Complex is initial in its prosodic and syntactic domain (i.e focus domainorpresuppositionalfield),itisonlynaturalthatapseudo-postpositivebe locatedinsecondpositionwithrespecttothisdomain.Likesecond-positionclitics andpostpositivesinnon-lexicaltmesis,thephraseisplacedbetweenthepreverb andtheverb. The other explanation would go along the following lines: the ratified topic function results from the speaker's desire to demote a participant in a certainstate-of-affairsandtopragmaticallybackgroundit.Onepossiblestrategy wouldbenounincorporation:thebackgroundedelementisincorporatedintothe VerbalComplex,betweenthepreverbandtheverb.Suchaviewtakestmesistobe notsomuchtheseparationofnormallyagglutinatedelementsthantheinsertion of another constituent into the space framed by those elements, resulting in a larger composite element. In the last section of this paper, I shall try to substantiate this view by comparing some cross-linguistic characteristics of incorporatednounswithpropertiesoftmesis-framedelements.

Regarding the informational properties of constituents inserted in the "tmetic field", the second noticeable feature is the low rate of narrow focus expressions,evenifitisthesecondmostcommonelementfoundbetweenpreverb and verb (in a chance repartition, one would expect more than 50 narrow focus expressions, instead of 35 in my sample, and such a difference is statistically significant).Now,ifinternaltmesisisakindofnounincorporation,onedoesnot expecttheinsertedNPtoreceiveanyfocusfunctionofitsown.Sothelowrateis notsurprising;whatissurprising,however,isthatitisstillsohigh.Ithinkitcanbe explained with my own methodological bias when I tagged my data for informational function. As I did not want to anticipate on my conclusions, I systematically considered certain sequences as narrow focus + verb structures, instead of attributing to the NP no pragmatic function at all, because they felt prettymuchlikeunitaryexpressions.Forinstance,inκατὰδάκρυχέω(10 ),the meaning is clearly unitary: ʻto weep' would be a sufficient translation. 19 In such cases I chose to attribute the main semantic load to the NP rather than to the verb,andconsequentlyIconsideredthemasfocused. Normally ai cliticizes to the right of the verb, as in (6a); in (6b), however, the positionoftheparticleaftertheVerbalComplextausi-tamaistheonlycluethat indicates the incorporated status of the noun tama ʻchild'. This comes as no surprisetoHellenists:weareaccustomedtothepostponementofsecond-position postpositivesafterfixedidioms(e.g.πρὸςτούτοιςδέvs.πρὸςδὲτούτοις).WhatI would like to suggest, then, is that the preverb in tmesis has the same effect: it indicatesclearlytheincorporatedstatusofthematerialwithinthe"tmeticfield". Besides, this example shows that the incorporated noun does not necessarily undergo morphological changes, as is very frequently the case across languages (forexamplebarenounsinTurkishorHungarian):incertainlanguages,ashere, incorporationisindicatedonlybypositionalclues.

Let us now see what kind of semantic, syntactic and informational propertiesaregenerallyassociatedwithincorporation.

Semanticproperties

It has become well known since Mithun's (1984) paper that a structure withnounincorporationexpressesstrongercognitivebondsbetweenconstituents than its analytical counterpart. Consequently, it is very often used to express name-worthy and institutional activities. Obviously, name-worthiness is culturedependant: ʻdeer-hunting' or ʻcoconut-grinding' may be name-worthy in one culture, and ʻcar-washing' in another. For an extinct language like HG, nameworthiness is sometimes hard to assess, especially since it is so closely tied to evanescentculturalmatters.Nevertheless,itisinterestingtonoticethatwefinda greatnumberoftmesesintype-scenes:descriptionsofsacrificesandmeals(7a), embarking and disembarking (7b), etc. as well as natural events such as sunrise, sunset(7c),etc. Semantically,genericverbsaremoreofteninvolvedintheincorporation processthanspecificverbs.Thismaybeamereconsequenceofthehigherrateof generic verbs in natural languages, but notice that the most frequent verbs occurringwithtmesisinmysamplearealsoamongthemostgenericoftheGreek language 20 . Another frequent claim is that incorporation involves a loss of referentiality and specificity, which manifests itself through the dropping of number,andcaseaffixes.Butthisisnotalwaysthecase,andofcourse,itdoesnot happeninAG.Incorporatednounsareheremarkedingender,numberandcase asusual;theirincorporatedstatusisindicatedonlybytheirposition.However,the semantic function of the incorporated noun is often just to specify the type of activity,nottodenoteanyspecificreferent.Oneveryclearinstanceis(8)where themeaningoftheVerbalComplexmeansnothingmorethanthesimplexverbto spearinEnglish.

(8) Ε40 Πρώτῳγὰρστρεφθέντιμεταφρένῳἐνδόρυπῆξεν .

A similar process is involved in the very common formula ἐξ ἔρον ἕντο (e.g.δ68),inwhichitisvirtuallyimpossibletoanalyzethemeaningoftheunitary phraseʻto-be-satiated-with-something'. 

(9) a. k-in-č'ak-Ø-k če' ičil in-kool INCOMP-I-chop-it-IMPF tree in my-cornfield ʻIchoppedatreeinmycornfield' b. k-in-č'ak-če'-t-ik in-kool INCOMP-I-chop-tree-TR-IMPF my-cornfield ʻIwood-choppedmycornfield'
NothinglikethatreallyhappensinHG;thecasestructureisnotmodified through incorporation to such a degree. However, the very common speechformula in (10) may attest a similar phenomenon, with incorporation of μῦθον and the Verbal Complex as a whole becoming transitive, as witnessed by the accusativepronounμιν.Semantically,themeaningisunitaryanyway. 15

Note that certain languages allow stranding with incorporation (modificationoftheincorporatednounbyanexternalheadlessNP)ordoubling (specificationofIncNbyexternalNP),asin(11)(SouthernTiwa:Kiowa-Tanoan, fromSmit2005):

(11) wisi bi-seuan-mũ-ban two I-man-see-PAST ʻIsawtwomen' InHG,thissituationisquitecommontoowithtmesis:witnesstheformulaθαλερὸνκατὰδάκρυχέοντα(e.g.δ556).

Informationalproperties:backgroundingvs.foregrounding

Lastbutnotleast,nounincorporationisfrequentlyusedacrosslanguages as a backgrounding strategy. Referential and specific expressions can be incorporated precisely to mark them as part of the presupposition. This means that the pragmatic context is important to determine the acceptability of noun incorporation in any language. In HG, I assume that this is the most important triggerforinternaltmesis.Thiswouldexplainwhywehavesomanyratifiedtopic expressions in the tmetic field, and almost no non-ratified topic expression, at leastininternaltmesis.ConsidertheKoryak(Paleo-Siberian)example(12)(from Mithun1984:862):

(12) wtčŭ iñínñin yúñi qulaívun. mal-yúñi. ga-yuñy-upényil.enau. this.time.onlysuch whale it.comes good-whale they-whale-attacked ʻThisisthefirsttimethatsuchawhalehascomenearus.Itisagoodone(whale). Theyattackedit(thewhale)' Atthefirstmentionofthewhale,thewordstandsbyitself;thenitisincorporated, becauseitisstillactivatedinformation.ThesameobtainsinAGtmesis,asin(13). Compare the position of μητέρα (σήν) with respect to the verb ἀποπέμπειν.Inthefirstinstance(13a),μητέρασήνisanon-ratifiedtopicexpression (ʻyourmother,sendheraway');inTelemachus'answer(13b),thewholeʻsendingaway-my-mother' activity is presented as presupposed, and the Focus of the sentence consists of the preverbal (that is, preverbal with respect to the Verbal Complex) αὐτὸς ἑκὼν. One could translate: ʻif it was from my own will that I would send my mother away'. Notice again that without an analysis in terms of Verbal Complex, the last clause would be at odds with the word order pattern, becausetheNarrowFocusexpressionwouldbeseparatedfromtheverb.Butifwe considerthewholephraseἀπὸμητέραπέμψωasoneVerbalComplex,theword orderturnsouttobecanonical.

16

CONCLUSION

LetussumupwhatItriedtoachieveinthispaper.First,Ihopetohave shown that tmesis exists: synchronically P-words must be considered preverbs in manycaseseveniftheyarenotagglutinatedtotheverb.Second,tmesisisnota unitary phenomenon. The two positions of the detached preverb correspond to twotypesoftmesis,anexternalonewherethelinkbetweenpreverbandverbis only semantic (as is the case with initial negatives), and an internal one which involvestheconstitutionofaVerbalComplex(negativesandotheradverbsmay also be placed before the verb to the same effect). I hinted several times to the usefulnessoftheVerbalComplexforresolvingsomewordorderproblems.Third, Iusednounincorporationinasomewhatmetaphoricalfashiontoaccountforthe insertionofnominalmaterialintothisVerbalComplex.Evenifonemaydisagree astothevalidityofthisconceptasappliedtoGreekdata,Ihopethatithelpedto understand the processes triggering tmesis: expressing name-worthy activities, manipulatingcasestructureandinformationstructure.Lastly,Ithinkitcouldbe ofgreatinteresttofurtherexplorethesimilaritiesbetweentmesisandhyperbaton (both terms were sometimes used indifferently in Antiquity), especially the specificallypoeticinternalkind.
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This may seem a truism, but recall that word division is an artifice of later editions of Homer,andthatnothingpreventsusfromconsideringthat,synchronically,thepreverbal useoftheP-wordisamatterofsyntaxratherthanlexicalcomposition.Afterall,thesandhi rules(elisionandapocope)arethesameinκαθέξει(Ο186)asinκαθ'ἕδρας(Β99),and wherever the recessive accent does not land on the preverb, we could as well write the compoundverbsintwowords.TheP-wordcouldbe,then,simplyjuxtaposedtotheverb, notagglutinatedtoit(deAngelis2004).

Traditionally prepositions in anastrophe are distinguished by barytonesis, but I decided prudentlynottotrustthejudgmentofmoderneditorsonthatdifficultmatter.

Sometimesthereissuchaconstituent,butaftertheverb;whenitispossibletoconstrueit as an argument of the compound verb, I counted the phrase as an occurrence of tmesis. Furthermore, some consider that even if there is no possible argument expressed in the clause,itisacaseofzero-anaphora,andthattheP-wordisstillaprepositionevenwhenthe argumentiscovert(e.g.Horrocks1981).Butthenweshouldconsiderthatincomposition the preverb is also in many cases a preposition with covert or even, sometimes, overt argument.HoweverIdonotseewhatwewouldgaininadoptingthisview(Pompeo2002). In any case, I will stick to the view that the P-word without overt argument has an adverbial-preverbalfunction,notaprepositionalone.

ThesamplecoverstheIliaduptoΛ764(7034lines)andtheOdysseyuptoμ200(5959), i.e.12993lines.

The P-words involved are: ἀμφί (8 ), ἀνά (33 ), ἀπό (32 ), διά (6 ), διάπρο (1 ), ἐν (55 ), ἐξ (91 ), ἐπί (69 ), ἐς (5 ), κατά (80 ), μετά (10 ), παρά (21 ), περί (24 ), πρό(6 ),πρός(14 ),σύν(14 ),ὑπέξ(3 ),ὑπό(28 ).

It has been doubted that one should consider non-lexical tmesis as tmesis at all[START_REF] Rosén | Der Wirkungsbereich des Wackernagelschen Gesetzes und die Entstehung der Präpositionen[END_REF]; nevertheless, I collected the occurrences of this construction for comparison purposes.

OnintonationunitsinHGseeBakker(1997).

This evolution parallels the diminishing strength of Wackernagel's law throughout the historyofGreek.

In the four occurrences of this construction in Homer (Ε516, β256, ε140, σ409), the postponementofthenegativeisprobablyduetoacombinationofpragmaticfactors,oneof them being the informational status of the verb itself, which is strongly topical in every occurrence. The important thing is here that the Verb is not in its dedicated slot, but occupies an initial non ratified contrastive topic slot. Notice also that, in the three Odysseanexamples,acharacterisspeaking,notthemainnarrator;andintheIliadthere seemstobeaplayfulnotebythenarratoranticipatingthepotentialreactionoftheTrojans whenAeneascomesbackuninjuredafterhavingbeenmiraculouslyrescuedbyAphrodite andApollo.

Cf.Moorhouse(1959:114)whereanexampleinAristophaneswhereanon-initialnegative is not immediately followed by the verb is explained away by saying that the intervening adverbformsa"compositephrase"withtheverb.

The unitary meaning of this Verbal Complex is indicated in many manuscripts by writing thephraseasoneword:although*δακρυχέωisnotapossiblecompoundformaccordingto therulesofwordformationinAG(West1998:1,xxviii),thismaybeapreciousindication ofthefeelinganAGspeakercouldhavewhencomingacrossthiskindoftmesis.