N
N

N

HAL

open science

Are fertility levels really converging around the
Mediterranean ?

Elise Lévéque, Sébastien Oliveau, Isabelle Bloss-Widmer, Yoann Doignon

» To cite this version:

Elise Lévéque, Sébastien Oliveau, Isabelle Bloss-Widmer, Yoann Doignon. Are fertility levels really
converging around the Mediterranean ?. TUSSP XXVIII 2017 International Population Conference |,

Oct 2017, Cape Town, South Africa. . hal-01652317

HAL Id: hal-01652317
https://hal.science/hal-01652317
Submitted on 1 Dec 2017

HAL is a multi-disciplinary open access
archive for the deposit and dissemination of sci-
entific research documents, whether they are pub-
lished or not. The documents may come from
teaching and research institutions in France or
abroad, or from public or private research centers.

L’archive ouverte pluridisciplinaire HAL, est
destinée au dépot et a la diffusion de documents
scientifiques de niveau recherche, publiés ou non,
émanant des établissements d’enseignement et de
recherche francais ou étrangers, des laboratoires
publics ou privés.


https://hal.science/hal-01652317
https://hal.archives-ouvertes.fr

Are fertility levels really converging
DEMOMED around the Mediterranean 7

Elise Levéque, Sebastien Oliveau, Isabelle Bléss, Yoann Doignon
Contact : elise.leveque@etu.univ-amu.fr

Exploring the link between education and fertility at subnational level

A large number of research studies point to education as a key factor in explaining changes in fertility patterns. The correlation between higher levels of education and
lower fertility rates has been widely demonstrated. Philippe Fargues (2000) points out that the fertility differentials between given geographical territories are narrower
among higher educated women and wider among uneducated women. Our research re-assesses differential fertility at a regional level, cross-referencing demographic
data with geographic data within the Mediterranean area. Using the fertility diffusion theories, we consider that the use of birth control depends on education attainment.

Is there a cross-border negative correlation between fertility gap ad higher levels of education ?

Data collection Harmonization process

e Total Fertility Rate according to the highest level of educational attainment Standardization of education levels

e Subnational level: scarcely used data Analysis of Study of education systems
data collection
« Microdata files from: methods

- census samples: statistical offices, IPUMS
- surveys: DHS, MICS, national surveys

e Years from 2000 to 2015

Cartography and statistics
Total fertility rate by level of educational attainment (2000 - 2015)
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FERTILITY BY EDUCATION BOX-PLOT
SUBNATIONAL LEVEL (2000 - 2015)

e Link between lower fertility rates and higher education |
levels verified at subnational level for all territories

o Spatial continuities reveal cross-border territories with
common fertility patterns
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e Similar statistical dispersion for all education levels,
except for the category «uneducated»
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Between different territories, the results reveal an allignment between a narrowing fertility gap and higher levels of education, but there is no evidence of a convergence
of fertility rates across Mediterranean territories among educated women.

Fargue’s hypothesis should be considered only in the context of Arab transionnal countries and not for the whole of the Mediterranean area.

We cannot postulate that all regional patterns are homogeneous only for the most educated women because the territories observed are at different stages of their fertility
transition.
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