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Foreword

We are delighted to welcome you to the University of Nottingham for the 30th European Congress of Arachnology. We hope that whilst you are here, you will enjoy exploring some of the parks and gardens in the University's landscaped settings, which feature long-established woodland as well as contemporary areas such as the 'Millennium Garden'. There will be a guided tour in the evening of Tuesday 22nd August to show you different parts of the campus that you might enjoy exploring during the time that you are here.

Registration

Registration will be from 8.15am in room A13 in the Pope Building (see map below). We will have information here about the congress itself as well as the city of Nottingham in general. Someone should be at this registration point throughout the week to answer your questions. Please do come and find us if you have any queries. We want to make your stay in Nottingham as enjoyable as possible.

Plenary Talks

These will take place in the Pope Building in Lecture Hall C14 at the start of each conference day.

Information for Speakers

Lectures will take place in the Pope Building, in Lecture Halls C14 and C16. Each speaker will have 20 minutes (15 minutes talk + 5 minutes for questions). Please prepare talks in Powerpoint or PDF format and load onto the computers in lecture theatres using a USB pen before the session begins. Mac users please check that your presentation is compatible with Windows.

Posters

Please make posters A0 portrait size. Posters will be exhibited in rooms A13 and A14 in the Pope Building. Please bring them here on the morning of the first day of the congress (Monday 21st). There will be a map in these rooms showing where you should hang your poster. Please take posters down during the morning session of Friday 25th August.

Arrival Information and Transport

Parking is in the main visitor's car park (post-code for sat nav is NG7 2QL). There are also tram and bus services to/from the city centre. Please note that the correct tram stop is 'The University of Nottingham' and not 'Nottingham Trent University', which is another university in the city centre. Tram ticket machines take coins or cards (single journeys ~£2). Bus tickets cost about the same and are bought on board. Some buses do not give change. For those staying at Hugh Stewart Hall, please make your way to the hall's reception (accessible from the top left-hand corner of the visitors' carpark.) https://saragoodacre.wixsite.com/eca-2017/getting-from-the-city-to-campus

Evening Entertainments

The evening BBQ on the night of the 21 st August and the conference dinner on the evening of the 24 th August will both take place in Hugh Stewart Hall of

Residence. There will be an excursion into Nottingham city centre on Tuesday 22nd August to show you some of Nottingham's finest pubs. The Russian Party, a highlight of the congress, will be held on Wednesday 23rd in the ESCL building next to the lecture theatre venue. Finally, a 'Ceilidh' will be held in A13/A14 of the Pope building after the conference dinner on the evening of the 24 th .

The Venue

See map on page 3.

Talks, Posters and Lunches

Talks will take place in the Pope Building in lecture theatres C14 and C16.

Posters displays and lunches will be in the same building in rooms A13 and A14.

Excursions

Excursion day is Wednesday 23rd August. Further information about the different excursions will be provided at registration.

Post-congress Event

There will be an excursion to visit the local Attenborough Nature Reserve on the morning of Saturday 26th. Details will be provided at registration. The 

  AbbeyHouse Ancaster

  

World experts of different disciplines, from molecular biology to macroecology, recognize the value of cave ecosystems as ideal ecological and evolutionary laboratories. Among other subterranean taxa, spiders stand out as intriguing model organisms for their ecological role of top-predators, their unique adaptations to the hypogean medium and their sensitivity to anthropogenic disturbance. Here, we provide a general overview of the spider families recorded in hypogean habitats in Europe -20 families including nearly 500 species, most of them with restricted distributions. We also review the different adaptations of hypogean spiders to subterranean life and summarize the information gathered so far about their origin, population structure, ecology and conservation status. Taxonomic knowledge on subterranean spiders in Europe appears to be well, but not exhaustively documented. The origin of the European assemblages is mostly explained by past climate dynamics, although other factors are likely to be involved. Most of the macroecological issues related to spiders in European caves are based on qualitative assessments or have been quantified only at a sub-regional scale. In order to shed light on cave spiders' biogeography and the macroecological patterns driving the diversity of European subterranean spiders we created the CAWEB network, a spontaneous collaboration between subterranean arachnologists from 30 different European countries. We here present the team and provide some preliminary results, which highlight Southern Europe as an important hot-spot for the European subterranean spider diversity.