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SOLON IN THE DIALOGUE OF
THE DEAD OF FENELON

"A people who are to be returned to liberty must be
formed anew. A strong force and vigorous action are
necessary to destroy old prejudices, to change old
customs, to correct depraved affections, to restrict
superfluous wants, and to destroy engrained vices.
(...) Citizens, the inflexible austerity of Lycurgus
created the firm foundation of the Spartan republic.
The weak and trusting character of Solon plunged
Athens into slavery. This parallel embraces the whole
science of government. "

(In April 20th, deputy Billaud-Varennes)
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) The Dialogue of the Dead in context

e Erasmus and Thomas More
e Conter Reformation
« Perrot d’Ablancourt (1654)

« Fontenelle New Dialogue of the Dead (1683)

 Feénelon Dialogues des morts composés pour
I’éducation de Mgr le duc de Bourgogne (1692- 1696)
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Il) Solon on stage

Dialogue XlI- Solon and Pisistratus
Tyranny often proves more fatal to the monarch than to the people.

Solon “So! You thought if you could but make your fellow-citizens your
slaves, you should be a very happy man. How well have you succeeded?
You did despise all the counsels | gave you and trample all my laws under
your feet. What have you reaped from your tyranny, but the curses of the
Athenians and the just tortures, which you must now endure in hell?

(---)

Pisistratus: “l confess it that | never met with any solid pleasure in tyranny
yet had | never courage enough to lay it down: by losing the authority |
should have fallen into a mortal languor.

Solon: “Acknowledge then that tyranny is as destructive to the tyrant as to
the people; there is no happiness in possessing it, and yet a misery in
losing it.”
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Il) Solon on stage
Dialogue XlI- Solon and Justinian

A just idea of the laws fit to render a people good and happy.

Solon: *... But to return to the laws: they are laws only so far as
their execution renders the people good and happy. You made none
either good or happy by your famous compilation: | conclude that is
deserves to be burned. | observe you are angry: imperial majesty
thinks itself above truth; but its shade is no more than a shadow, to
which one may tell truth without fear of being punished:
nevertheless, to make you quiet, and appease your rage, | will
withdraw.”
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Il) Solon on stage

“kai TV ZOAwWvog 8oV o0ool diapiofnTiosig éoxov” Athenaion
Politeia, XXXV, 2.

(they removed) and also such of the laws of Solon as were of
doubtful purport
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Il) Solon on stage

Francois-Xavier Pages de Vixouse

Nouveaux dialogues des morts entre les plus fameux personnages
de la Révolution francaise et plusieurs hommes célebres, anciens
et modernes, morts avant la Révolution (1800)
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