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Miller, Frank; Janson, Klaus and Varley Lynn {1996)

| read these panels as ironical

Irony implies a reader. It can be intended or not
and it exists as part of the reception process,

Why ?
How does irony work here ?

The Dark Knight Retums [NYC: DC Comics, 119, 8-9)

Drawing on linguistics, Linda Hutcheon
suggests that irony happens when a
signifier has two signifieds, and when
these two signifieds are perceived at
ance (1994: 55-64).

Anthony's monologue
in Jufius Caesar

However, “signifier” is not a
concept we can use directly
about comics

Content
Text Tone
Lettering

The panel as
an integrated
unit.

within the page
Picture Eomenr (its lieu)

} The panel

Additional subdivisons could be added.
The signifier is a set of potentially

This approach of irony contradicts Thierry Groensteen. CCII"IﬂiCtng elements.
According to him, the panel should be studied as a unit,
with smaller components unlikely to yield any theoritical

innovation (1999: 5)



How does the interaction of these components lead to irony ?

The text itself is innocuous enough,
funny ("God or the next best thing®),
but not ironical in itself. Its lettering
and its placement in a caption above
the picture are both unremarkable.

The drawing style is also fairly
neutral, compared to most
Reagan caricatures

= Y e r——

The content is more noteworthy:

repetition (the stars, the overcoded Irony is revealed by repetition,
Americanness of the president) i i
P ——— p overemphasis, and a wink.
from the Mc Cord Museum collection * and the wink, of course,
The wink also an intertextual function, ... but also fereshadowing the return
echoing and displacing Clark Kent's of that wink at the end of Dark Knight
friendly wink to the reader in classical Returns, which underlines the

Superman stories. restoration of an acceptable order.

“A Job for Superhombre’, Superman n°53



Irony is signaled by the picture Yet it resides in the text |22 leRmee, onr
As a rule, in The Dark Knight

Returns, television sets imply As read in the context

wrongheadedness. The of the book and in the
reader is necesssarily wary at larger context of the
this point in the narrative. Reagan presidency

It works by contrasting overcoded confidence (in
the institution, in the man) with what we know of
the horrifying situation: a promised nuclear war

The context of the book is not sufficient, however. The irony
of the scene also works because of the contrast it provides
with other mediated images : Reagan on television, talking

about nuclear war is not just a comic book situation, but the
US did not have "the next best thing to God" on their side.

Irony also functions because the farcical is simultaneously The context is necessarily
deadly serious. circumstancial, textual and
intertextual (Hutchecon
1995: 143)

Ronald Reagan gives a televised address . .
from the Oval Office, in July1981 Would the scene function as irony or as a general

STk i e satire, for readers unfamiliar with Reagan and with
the paolitical situation during his two terms ?

Editors’ note:

“Irony in The Dark Knight Returns” by Nicolas Labarre is the first article published by The Comics Grid
presenting ideas in a modular -rather than strictly linear- format. In the words of the author,
“modularity was a way to include footnote digressions without relegating them to a marginal space.”
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