HOLOCENE CLIMATE & ANTHROPOGENIC IMPACT
REVEALED BY MACROFOSSILS
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The Béage plateau is well known for its recent volcanic activity [3,4]. Its elevation (900 to 1

1,500 m a.s.l.) and its location provide a local climate typified by many contrasts, between (%Z()Lgagzgf’) (Lot mf's'l')
oceanic and mediterrenean influences.

The two main studied sites, situated in the upper catchment area of the river Loire, are:

- The La Narce du Béage fen (N44°49'54", E4°05'58", alt. 1,220 m a.s.l.), located in a
small granitic basin surrounded by basaltic outcrops and by several open field block streams.
- The Pialeloup peatbog (N44°51'03", E4°09'57”, alt. 1,220 m a.s.l.), seated on the
granitic basement of the Béage plateau.

- 40 and 60 samples analysed for macrofossil
and palynological content

- Age-depth models based on 17 AMS radio-
carbon datings and realised using R and its

- Cross comparisons of palaeoecological data
with Tilia software [6]

- Constitution of a palaeoecological index
describing local and rapid changes

ARCHAEOLOGY (within a regional project):
- Litterature review, pedestrian prospections
and excavations
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Fig. 2: Pialeloup peatbog
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