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Excavation of Houtaomuga Site in Da’an City: New Methods,

Techniques and Recording

WANG Lixin, Pauline Sebillaud, HUO Dongfeng

Abstract: To some extent, archaeological research relies on the development of
fieldwork such as archaeology excavation methods, techniques and recording.
Archaeology in China has undergone a transformation from a cultural-historical
research to a research on society and human-environment interactions, and thus there
is a pressing need to pursue the development of new methods of fieldwork. The
excavation project of the Houtaomuga site in Da’an city, Jilin province, adopted the
European open-area excavation methods, thus improving the square excavation
method. New archaeological techniques are developed and used for the sake of
quality and efficiency of archaeological work. A database of archaeological fieldwork
was constructed, thus data administration is digitized. These new efforts are highly
important and have a practical meaning for largely promoting the archaeological
fieldwork in Jilin province.

Keywords: Houtaomuga site; open-area excavation method; systematic sampling;
database of archaeological fieldwork



