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APPENDICES

A1 Case-studies 1 and 2

TABLE S1 – Summary of the parameters used for case-studies 1 and 2.

Description Values
Number of agents Na = 1, 000
Number of theories NT = 10, 000

Payoffs for a publication P = 1 (case1) ; P = 100 (case2)
Payoffs for a refutation R = 10
Loss for being refuted L = 10

Proportion of Type II theories p = 0.9
Bernoulli parameter for type II theories q = 0.98
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FIGURE S1 – Evolution of the number ofCK theories (published),CK (unpublished) and the set of falsified theories
for case-study 1 (left, P = 1) and case-study 2 (right, P = 100).
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FIGURE S2 – Histogram of the number of publications per author for case-study 1 (left, P = 1) and case-study 2
(right, P = 100) for A = 0.5.
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FIGURE S3 – Evolution of the Gini index of the number of publications per author for case-study 1 (left, P = 1) and
case-study 2 (right, P = 100) until A = 0.6.
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FIGURE S4 – Evolution of the stopping times for publication and refutation for case-study 1 (left, P = 1) and
case-study 2 (right, P = 100) until A = 0.5.
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FIGURE S5 – Evolution of the proportion of type I theories, achievement and propensity for publication for case-
study 1 (left, P = 1) and case-study 2 (right, P = 100) until A = 0.5. Note the significant differences in terms of type I
theory dynamics and propensity for publication between the two cases.
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FIGURE S6 – Evolution of the proportion of instantaneous scores < gti >i∈℘ for case-study 1 (left) and case-study 2
(right). For each point, scores are averaged over the population and the 100 last periods highlight the trends. Note that
there are similarities between the two case-studies at the early stages of the discovery process although the later stages
are different. For information, the achievement is also plotted, but the curve has been normalized for clarity, the last
point corresponding to an achievement of A = 0.5.
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FIGURE S7 – Evolution of the agent’s strategies in the 3D log coordinate (λ ,λ,Time ) for case-study 1 (left) and
case-study 2 (right) until A = 0.5. The color maps the values of ν : warm colors for high propensity for publication
(ν > 0.5), cold colors for low propensity for publication (ν < 0.5). λ and λ are plotted on a log scale.
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A2 Sensitivity analysis

A2.1 Sensitivity analysis 1 : abundance with weak separation

TABLE S2 – Summary of the parameters used for sensitivity analysis (SA1)

Description Values
Number of agents Na = 100
Number of theories NT = 3000

Payoff for a publication P = 1, 5, 10, 20, 50, 100
Payoff for a refutation R = 10
Loss for being refuted L = 10

Proportion of Type II theories p = 0.9
Bernoulli parameter for type II theories q = 0.98

Number of independent simulations per points 100
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FIGURE S8 – Plot of the number of publications for sensitivity analysis SA1 for P = 1 (left) and P = 100 (right).
The number of publications is the sum of the published theories and falsified theories.
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FIGURE S9 – Speed-quality scatter plot for SA1 at A = 0.5. Each point corresponds to the output of a simulation
at A = 0.5. For each value of publication payoffs P , 100 simulations are plotted. We can observe the clear trade-
off between speed and quality of the scientific discovery process, influenced by P . However, the same science policy
{P,R,L} can result in very different outputs.
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FIGURE S10 – Average speed-quality diagram for SA1. Influence of the incentives for publication (P ) on the
speed and the quality of the discovery process for different degrees of achievement A. The ratios P/R are indicated next
to the markers. The population size is Na = 100. Each data point is an average of 100 simulations. Only the incentives
for publication P vary in the science policy, R and L being constant at 10. Except for emerging fields (A < 0.1), there
is a clear trade-off between the speed and the quality of the discovery process, with a rapid decrease in quality as soon as
the incentive to publish increases. Confidence intervals for speed and quality averages are given in supplementary figure
S11.
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FIGURE S11 – Influence of the incentives for publication (P ) on the average speed and quality of the discovery
process for different degrees of achievement A. The size of the population is Na = 100. Each data point is an average
of 100 simulations. Only the incentive for publication P varies in the scientific policy, R and L are kept constant at 10.
There is a clear trade-off between quality and speed with a rapid decrease in quality as soon as the incentive to publish
increases. Error bars represent 95% confidence intervals.
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FIGURE S12 – Evolution of the average speed and quality in function of the publication payoffs P for SA1. Each
data point is an average of 100 simulations. Only the incentives for publication P vary in the scientific policy, R and L
being kept constant at 10. Error bars represent 95% confidence intervals.
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A2.2 Sensitivity analysis 2 : easy science (abundance and separation)

TABLE S3 – Summary of the parameters used for sensitivity analysis 2 (SA2).

Description Values
Number of agents Na = 100
Number of theories NT = 3000

Payoff for a publication P = 1, 5, 10, 20, 50, 100
Payoff for a refutation R = 10
Loss for being refuted L = 10

Proportion of Type II theories p = 0.9
Bernoulli parameter for type II theories q = 0.95

Number of independent simulations per points 100
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FIGURE S13 – Speed-quality scatter plot for SA2 atA = 0.5. Each point corresponds to the output of a simulation
atA = 0.5. For each value of publication payoff P , 100 simulations were plotted. We observe the clear trade-off between
speed and quality of the scientific discovery process, influenced by P . However, the same scientific policy {P,R,L}
can result in very different outputs.

33



David Chavalarias

0 0.5 1 1.5 2 2.5 3 3.5 4 4.5

x 10
−3

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

15 10
20 50
100

Speed

Q
u

a
lit

y

 

 

1 510
20 50
100

151020
50100

1

5

10

20

50100

1

5

10

20

50

100

1

5

10

20

50

100

1

5

10

20

50
100

A=0.01
A=0.05

A=0.1

A=0.2

A=0.3

A=0.4
A=0.5

FIGURE S14 – Speed-quality diagram for SA2. Influence of the incentives for publication (P ) on the average
speed and average quality of the discovery process for different degrees of achievement A. Payoffs are the numbers
indicated next to the dots. The population size is Na = 100. Each data point is an average over 100 simulations. Only
the incentives for publication P vary in the science policy, R and L being kept constant at 10. There is a clear trade-off
between quality and speed with a rapid decrease in quality as soon as the incentive to publish increases. Confidence
intervals for speed and qualities averages are given in figure S15.

0 20 40 60 80 100

0

0.5

1

1.5

2

2.5

3

3.5

4

x 10
−3

Publication payoff

M
e

a
n
 S

p
e

e
d

 

 

A=0.01

A=0.05

A=0.1

A=0.2

A=0.3

A=0.4

A=0.5

0 20 40 60 80 100

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

Publication payoff

M
e

a
n

 Q
u

a
lit

y

 

 

A=0.01

A=0.05

A=0.1

A=0.2

A=0.3

A=0.4

A=0.5

FIGURE S15 – Evolution of the average speed and quality as a function of the publication payoffs
P for SA2 Each data point is an average of 100 simulations. Only the incentive for publication P
varies in the scientific policy,R and L being kept constant at 10. Error bars represent 95% confidence
intervals.
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FIGURE S16 – Influence of the incentives for publication (P ) on the average speed and quality of the discovery
process for different degrees of achievement A for SA2. The size of the population is Na = 100. Each data point is
an average of 100 simulations. Only the incentive for publication P varies in the scientific policy, R and L being kept
constant at 10. Error bars represent 95% confidence intervals.
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A2.3 Sensitivity analysis 3 : separation without abundance

TABLE S4 – Summary of the parameters used for sensitivity analysis 3 (SA3).

Description Values
Number of agents Na = 100
Number of theories NT = 3000

Payoff for a publication P = 1, 5, 10, 20, 50, 100
Payoff for a refutation R = 10
Loss for being refuted L = 10

Proportion of Type II theories p = 0.99
Bernoulli parameter for type II theories q = 0.95

Number of independent simulations per points 100
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FIGURE S17 – Speed-quality scatter plot for SA3 at A = 0.5. Each point corresponds to the output of a simulation
at A = 0.5. For each value of publication payoff P , 100 simulations are plotted. We can observe the clear trade-off
between speed and quality of the scientific discovery process, influenced by P . However, the same scientific policy
{P,R,L} can result in very different outputs.
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FIGURE S18 – Speed-quality diagram for SA3. Influence of the incentives for publication (P ) on the average
speed and quality of the discovery process for different degrees of achievement A. Payoffs are the numbers indicated
next to the dots. The population size is Na = 100. Each data point is an average of 100 simulations. Only the incentive
for publication P varies in the scientific policy, R and L being kept constant at 10. There is a clear trade-off between
quality and speed with a rapid decrease in quality as soon as the incentive to publish increases. Confidence intervals for
speed and quality averages are given in figure S19.
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FIGURE S19 – Evolution of the average speed and quality in function of the publication payoffs P for SA3 Each
data point is an average of 100 simulations. Only the incentive for publication P varies in the science policy, R and L
being kept constant at 10. Error bars represent 95% confidence intervals.
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FIGURE S20 – Influence of the incentives for publication (P ) on the average speed and quality of the discovery
process for different degrees of achievement A for SA3. The size of the population is Na = 100. Each data point is
an average of 100 simulations. Only the incentives for publication P vary in the scientific policy, R and L are being
constant at 10. Error bars represent 95% confidence intervals.
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A2.4 Sensitivity analysis 4 : weak separation and low abundance

TABLE S5 – Summary of the parameters used for sensitivity analysis 4 (SA3).

Description Values
Number of agents Na = 100
Number of theories NT = 3000

Payoff for a publication P = 1, 5, 10, 20, 50, 100
Payoff for a refutation R = 10
Loss for being refuted L = 10

Proportion of Type II theories p = 0.99
Bernoulli parameter for type II theories q = 0.98

Number of independent simulations per points 100
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FIGURE S21 – Speed-quality scatter plot for SA4 atA = 0.5. Each point corresponds to the output of a simulation
at A = 0.5. For each value of publication payoff P , 100 simulations are plotted. We can observe the clear trade-off
between speed and quality of the scientific discovery process, influenced by P . However, the same scientific policy
{P,R,L} can result in very different outputs.
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FIGURE S22 – Speed-quality diagram for SA4. Influence of the incentives for publication (P ) on the average speed
and quality of the discovery process for different degrees of achievement A. Payoffs are the numbers indicated next to
the dots. The population size is Na = 100. Each data point is an average of 100 simulations. Only the incentives for
publication P vary in the scientific policy, R and L being kept constant at 10. There is a clear trade-off between quality
and speed with a rapid decrease in quality as soon as the incentive to publish increases. Confidence intervals for speed
and qualities averages are given in figure S23.
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FIGURE S23 – Evolution of the average speed and quality as a function of the publication payoffs
P for SA4. Each data point is an average of 100 simulations. Only the incentive for publication P
varies in the science policy, R and L being kept constant at 10. Error bars represent 95% confidence
intervals.
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FIGURE S24 – Influence of the incentives for publication (P ) on the average speed and quality of the discovery
process for different degrees of achievement A for SA4. The size of the population is Na = 100. Each data point is
an average of 100 simulations. Only the incentive for publication P varies in the scientific policy, R and L being kept
constant at 10. Error bars represent 95% confidence intervals.
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A2.5 Pseudo-code

TABLE S6 – Summary of the parameters used for the reported sensitivity analyses.

Parameters Description
Na Number of agents
NT Number of theories
P Payoff for a publication
R Payoff for a refutation
L Loss for being refuted
p Proportion of Type II theories
q Bernoulli parameter for type II theories
Γ Parameters for the small world network
e Error rate of agents when copying other’s strategies

A2.5.1 Description of a research process

Research process - private activity of agents i with strategy (λi, λi, νi)

1. Choice between refutation and publication
— if there are no published theories, i picks-up a theory ϕ at random in CK and starts a

publication process,
— if the agents obtains negative results for all theories inCK, i picks-up a theory ϕ at random

in CK and starts a refutation process,
— otherwise, draw a random variable r in [0 1] ; if r < νi, i picks-up a theory ϕ at random

in CK and starts a publication process, else i picks-up a theory ϕ at random in CK and
starts a refutation process.

2. For a publication process : test ϕ until time λi. In the case of a negative result before λi,
stop the publication process, record the negative result for ϕ ; otherwise, stop after λi positive
results and publish ϕ (ϕ moves to the CK set of published theories) ;

3. For a refutation process : test ϕ until time λi. In the case of a negative result before λi, stop
the publication process, falsify publicly ϕ (ϕ moves to the set of falsified theories) ; otherwise,
stop the refutation process after λi positive results ;

A2.5.2 Initialization

— generate a population ℘ of Na agents with strategies (λi, λi, νi)i∈℘ uniformly distributed in 14

[0 40]× [0 40]× [0 1].
— generate NT theories with p theories of parameter q and (1− p) theories of parameter 1.
— generate Γ as a small world network with parameter ρ = 0.1 and n = 6.

14. The upper limits for λi and λi is arbitrary in absence of intrinsic time constant in the model, like for example and
average life expectancy of the agents. It has been chosen according to experimental observations of Nobel game players
(cf. [Chavalarias et al.(2006)Chavalarias, Charron, Gardelle, and Bourgine]).
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— each agent makes three research cycles according to A2.5.1 and obtains associated payoffs
without updating their initial strategy. Since at initialization all agents have a null score and
no experience, these few research cycles guarantee that the agents have an estimation of the
payoffs associated with his strategy before comparing himself to others. As soon as the three
cycles are done, the agent moves to A2.5.3.

A2.5.3 Simulation

For each time period :
— Each agent does one test on the theory of its current research process,
— Publication scores of publication processes ending at that period are recorded. If several

agents publish the same theory, they share the payoff.
— Refutation scores of refutation processes ending at that period are recorded. If several agents

refute the same theory, they share the payoffs,
— If some agents have negative results for just-published theories, they falsify and get the as-

sociated payoffs. If several agents falsify the same theory, they share the payoffs. Refutation
scores are recorded,

— Scores are updated for agents that have been falsified,
— Agents are ranked according to their total payoffs since the beginning of the simulation, and

engage in an imitation process with a probability proportional to their rank at the population
level. If they are already the best, they stick to their strategy,

— Agents that engage in an imitation process copy, with some errors, the strategy of the best
neighbor in their neighborhood in Γ. If an agent has several “best” neighbors, he copies one
of them picked at random.
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A2.6 Supplementary tables

TABLE S7 – Differences in speed and quality for the two extreme values of P in SA1 atA = 0.5. All
values of parameters are the same for both cases, except P . Values are averages of 100 independent
simulations. It is noteworthy that the proportion of false results for high publication incentives is not
as extreme as the fears reported in section 1.1

Name SA1 ; P = 1 SA1 ; P = 100

Avg. time at A = 0.5 19, 905 4, 035
Speed of the discovery process 5.82 ∗ 10−5 4 ∗ 10−4

Quality of the discovery process 7.12 2.32
Mean total number of publications 1,376 1,377

Mean total number of accepted publications (in CK ) 151 161
Nb of Type I theories in CK 150 150

TABLE S8 – Nine cases of ambulance chasing. Data about the number of citations are provided
by Backović (2016). Extra measurements on the nine cases of ambulance chasing were made to
gain insight into the community size and activity. Citations and the total number of authors of these
papers were extracted from the Web of Science, as well as the total number of citing papers in Google
Scholars. Note that three of the nine results that triggered these ambulance chasing event have been
refuted.

Opera Diboson W2j Diphoton Current2 Fermi AFB Unparticles Pamela bicep2
Supp. Reference [1] [2] [3] [4] [5] [6] [7] [8] [9]

Statute Refuted OK Refuted OK OK OK OK OK Refuted

Nb of Arxiv citations 272 135 133 200 293 364 461 1,271 1,054

WoS citations 19 10 104 N/A 130 249 397 1,171 674

Nb of WoS Authors 3,609 28 3,479 N/A 3,609 9,082 6,540 1,985 2,998

Google Citations 436 82 221 N/A 447 575 628 1,942 1,208
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Fiedler, F, Filipčič, A, Filipuzzi, M, Filthaut, F, Fincke-Keeler, M, Finelli, K. D, Fiolhais, M.
C. N, Fiorini, L, Firan, A, Fischer, A, Fischer, C, Fischer, J, Fisher, W. C, Fitzgerald, E. A,
Fleck, I, Fleischmann, P, Fleischmann, S, Fletcher, G. T, Fletcher, G, Fletcher, R. R. M, Flick,
T, Floderus, A, Flores Castillo, L. R, Flowerdew, M. J, Formica, A, Forti, A, Fournier, D,
Fox, H, Fracchia, S, Francavilla, P, Franchini, M, Francis, D, Franconi, L, Franklin, M, Frate,
M, Fraternali, M, Freeborn, D, French, S. T, Friedrich, F, Froidevaux, D, Frost, J. A, Fuku-
naga, C, Fullana Torregrosa, E, Fulsom, B. G, Fuster, J, Gabaldon, C, Gabizon, O, Gabrielli,
A, Gabrielli, A, Gadatsch, S, Gadomski, S, Gagliardi, G, Gagnon, P, Galea, C, Galhardo, B,
Gallas, E. J, Gallop, B. J, Gallus, P, Galster, G, Gan, K. K, Gao, J, Gao, Y, Gao, Y. S, Ga-
ray Walls, F. M, Garberson, F, García, C, García Navarro, J. E, Garcia-Sciveres, M, Gardner,
R. W, Garelli, N, Garonne, V, Gatti, C, Gaudiello, A, Gaudio, G, Gaur, B, Gauthier, L, Gauzzi,
P, Gavrilenko, I. L, Gay, C, Gaycken, G, Gazis, E. N, Ge, P, Gecse, Z, Gee, C. N. P, Geerts,
D. A. A, Geich-Gimbel, C, Geisler, M. P, Gemme, C, Genest, M. H, Gentile, S, George, M,

47



David Chavalarias

George, S, Gerbaudo, D, Gershon, A, Ghazlane, H, Giacobbe, B, Giagu, S, Giangiobbe, V,
Giannetti, P, Gibbard, B, Gibson, S. M, Gilchriese, M, Gillam, T. P. S, Gillberg, D, Gilles, G,
Gingrich, D. M, Giokaris, N, Giordani, M. P, Giorgi, F. M, Giorgi, F. M, Giraud, P. F, Giromini,
P, Giugni, D, Giuliani, C, Giulini, M, Gjelsten, B. K, Gkaitatzis, S, Gkialas, I, Gkougkousis,
E. L, Gladilin, L. K, Glasman, C, Glatzer, J, Glaysher, P. C. F, Glazov, A, Goblirsch-Kolb,
M, Goddard, J. R, Godlewski, J, Goldfarb, S, Golling, T, Golubkov, D, Gomes, A, Gonçalo,
R, Goncalves Pinto Firmino Da Costa, J, Gonella, L, González de la Hoz, S, Gonzalez Parra,
G, Gonzalez-Sevilla, S, Goossens, L, Gorbounov, P. A, Gordon, H. A, Gorelov, I, Gorini, B,
Gorini, E, Gorišek, A, Gornicki, E, Goshaw, A. T, Gössling, C, Gostkin, M. I, Goujdami, D,
Goussiou, A. G, Govender, N, Gozani, E, Grabas, H. M. X, Graber, L, Grabowska-Bold, I,
Grafström, P, Grahn, K.-J, Gramling, J, Gramstad, E, Grancagnolo, S, Grassi, V, Gratchev, V,
Gray, H. M, Graziani, E, Greenwood, Z. D, Gregersen, K, Gregor, I. M, Grenier, P, Griffiths,
J, Grillo, A. A, Grimm, K, Grinstein, S, Gris, P, Grivaz, J.-F, Grohs, J. P, Grohsjean, A, Gross,
E, Grosse-Knetter, J, Grossi, G. C, Grout, Z. J, Guan, L, Guenther, J, Guescini, F, Guest, D,
Gueta, O, Guido, E, Guillemin, T, Guindon, S, Gul, U, Gumpert, C, Guo, J, Gupta, S, Gusta-
vino, G, Gutierrez, P, Gutierrez Ortiz, N. G, Gutschow, C, Guyot, C, Gwenlan, C, Gwilliam,
C. B, Haas, A, Haber, C, Hadavand, H. K, Haddad, N, Haefner, P, Hageböck, S, Hajduk, Z,
Hakobyan, H, Haleem, M, Haley, J, Hall, D, Halladjian, G, Hallewell, G. D, Hamacher, K,
Hamal, P, Hamano, K, Hamer, M, Hamilton, A, Hamity, G. N, Hamnett, P. G, Han, L, Ha-
nagaki, K, Hanawa, K, Hance, M, Hanke, P, Hanna, R, Hansen, J. B, Hansen, J. D, Hansen,
M. C, Hansen, P. H, Hara, K, Hard, A. S, Harenberg, T, Hariri, F, Harkusha, S, Harrington,
R. D, Harrison, P. F, Hartjes, F, Hasegawa, M, Hasegawa, S, Hasegawa, Y, Hasib, A, Hassani,
S, Haug, S, Hauser, R, Hauswald, L, Havranek, M, Hawkes, C. M, Hawkings, R. J, Hawkins,
A. D, Hayashi, T, Hayden, D, Hays, C. P, Hays, J. M, Hayward, H. S, Haywood, S. J, Head,
S. J, Heck, T, Hedberg, V, Heelan, L, Heim, S, Heim, T, Heinemann, B, Heinrich, L, Hejbal, J,
Helary, L, Hellman, S, Hellmich, D, Helsens, C, Henderson, J, Henderson, R. C. W, Heng, Y,
Hengler, C, Henrichs, A, Henriques Correia, A. M, Henrot-Versille, S, Herbert, G. H, Hernán-
dez Jiménez, Y, Herrberg-Schubert, R, Herten, G, Hertenberger, R, Hervas, L, Hesketh, G. G,
Hessey, N. P, Hetherly, J. W, Hickling, R, Higón-Rodriguez, E, Hill, E, Hill, J. C, Hiller, K. H,
Hillier, S. J, Hinchliffe, I, Hines, E, Hinman, R. R, Hirose, M, Hirschbuehl, D, Hobbs, J, Hod,
N, Hodgkinson, M. C, Hodgson, P, Hoecker, A, Hoeferkamp, M. R, Hoenig, F, Hohlfeld, M,
Hohn, D, Holmes, T. R, Homann, M, Hong, T. M, Hooft van Huysduynen, L, Hopkins, W. H,
Horii, Y, Horton, A. J, Hostachy, J.-Y, Hou, S, Hoummada, A, Howard, J, Howarth, J, Hra-
bovsky, M, Hristova, I, Hrivnac, J, Hryn’ova, T, Hrynevich, A, Hsu, C, Hsu, P. J, Hsu, S.-C,
Hu, D, Hu, Q, Hu, X, Huang, Y, Hubacek, Z, Hubaut, F, Huegging, F, Huffman, T. B, Hughes,
E. W, Hughes, G, Huhtinen, M, Hülsing, T. A, Huseynov, N, Huston, J, Huth, J, Iacobucci, G,
Iakovidis, G, Ibragimov, I, Iconomidou-Fayard, L, Ideal, E, Idrissi, Z, Iengo, P, Igonkina, O,
Iizawa, T, Ikegami, Y, Ikematsu, K, Ikeno, M, Ilchenko, Y, Iliadis, D, Ilic, N, Inamaru, Y, Ince,
T, Ioannou, P, Iodice, M, Iordanidou, K, Ippolito, V, Irles Quiles, A, Isaksson, C, Ishino, M,
Ishitsuka, M, Ishmukhametov, R, Issever, C, Istin, S, Iturbe Ponce, J. M, Iuppa, R, Ivarsson,
J, Iwanski, W, Iwasaki, H, Izen, J. M, Izzo, V, Jabbar, S, Jackson, B, Jackson, M, Jackson,
P, Jaekel, M. R, Jain, V, Jakobs, K, Jakobsen, S, Jakoubek, T, Jakubek, J, Jamin, D. O, Jana,
D. K, Jansen, E, Jansky, R. W, Janssen, J, Janus, M, Jarlskog, G, Javadov, N, Javůrek, T,
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