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Summary: Rapid population growth in Africa, and
especially in Sub-Saharan Africa, will fuel migra-
tory movements toward Europe. Migration push
factors will be aggravated by the poor governance
that continues to plague many African states.

In mid-2015, Africa had 1.2 billion people. The con-
tinent is expected to reach the 2.5 billion mark
in 2050 and, according to the United Nations
Population Division's 2015 projections, Africa
could have 4.4 billion inhabitants at the end of the
century assuming a sharp decrease in the fertility
levels.

Africa had historically experienced a stagnant
population. Between 1500 and 1900, the conti-
nent's population was estimated at about 85 mil-
lion or less. With the beginning of the demographic
transition, however, Africa's population was multi-
plied by a factor of seven during the 20" century
alone. The 21** century will bring another quadru-
pling of the African population, this time from a
much larger base. Indeed, the 21 century will be
the century of African demography and this will
have far-reaching consequences not only for the
continent itself but also for the rest of the world.

To a large extent, this situation is explained by
rapid improvements of mortality conditions, es-
pecially of infant and child mortality levels in
contrast to the slow erosion of high levels of fer-
tility. Moreover, many African countries have ex-
perienced protracted fertility stalls (when fertility
does not decline for several years or decades). To
the mortality and fertility components, one should
add the phenomenon of the population momen-
tum, namely the effect that young age structures
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will have on future demographic growth. Even if
young couples have less children than their par-
ents, there are so many couples in the reproduc-
tive age range that the number of births will re-
main large for decades to come.

The main challenge for Africa will be to create jobs
for its ever expanding youth. The International
Monetary Fund has estimated that the sub-Saha-
ran region will need to create 18 million new jobs
per year between 2010 and 2035—an astonishing
450 million new jobs in just a quarter of a centu-
ry. As Africa is urbanizing at a rapid pace, a large
portion of these new workers will need to find job
opportunities in the cities. However, most workers
will have to find employment either in the agricul-
tural sector or the informal sector. Nonetheless,
not all workers will find decent jobs. Hence, the
emergence of migration push factors for in-
creased emigration to other countries in the conti-
nent and/or to other countries on the fringe of the
African region, namely in Europe. Other migration
push factors include the still deficient governance
in many African countries. Migration pull factors
comprise the need of some European economies
for workers to fill low-paid jobs requiring minimal
qualifications.

Currently, Europe is receiving a relatively large in-
flux of immigrants. In 2015 alone, Germany had to
accommodate about one million immigrants. This
is in addition to the one million immigrants that the
European Unionreceives already on average every
year. These 2015 immigrants are mostly refugees
coming from countries at war, namely Syria, Irag,
and Libya. Citizens from other repressive regimes
in Sub-Saharan Africa, e.g, Eritrea, have also emi-
grated in large numbers. However, it is estimated
that about 20 percent of immigrants to Europe
are economic migrants and many come from
Sub-Saharan countries. With the rapid population
growth to take place in Sub-Saharan Africa, it is
probable that the number of economic migrants



from Africa will increase dramatically in the com-
ing decades. The number of refugees coming from
Africa could also increase rapidly should poor gov-
ernance continue to plague a number of African
countries.
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