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Introduction

For the last 40 years, farming of the black-lip pearl oyster Pinctada margaritifera has been the main aquaculture activity in French Polynesia atoll lagoons. In 2010, production and annual exportation of black pearls reached up to 12 metric tons, worth approximately 50 million Euros, making this industry the 2 nd source of income for French Polynesia after tourism (Service de la Perliculture, pers. com.). However, this industry entirely relies on spat collection successes, which strongly depends on natural reproduction rates and on environmental conditions (Pouvreau et al., 2000a;Thomas et al., 2012 
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