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• INRA  produces scientific knowledge and works for 

economic  and social innovation in the areas of food, 

agriculture and the environment. 

• 8 488 employees, 213 research Units

• Open Access Institutional Repository Prodinra 

http://www.inra.fr/prodinra

FRENCH NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH 
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http://www.inra.fr/prodinra

Introducing myself : I have been leading the Regional Scientific 
Information Team since 2002. 
Co-leader of the scientific information technology group : research data, 
linked open data, open access technologies, digital and social tool 

practices



Agrivivo Nature Networks

Since 2008
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29 million users
8  million documents 

8 million users
45 million documents 
in database 

2.5 million users
+ 200 million documents 



Repositories ?
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Ranking web of repositories

source

http://repositories.webometrics.info/en/node/25.



Visibility
Google Scholar indexes Academia.edu and Researchgate

Reserved access

P. AventurierWhy Are We Not Boycotting Academia.edu?
5



Main functionalities

• Finding researchers or experts, be more visible 

(profile)

• Find relevant documents

• Disseminate your publications
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• Disseminate your publications

• Create a network  of followings/followers

• Discuss topics

Les réseaux sociaux numériques  en 

recherche. Pascal Aventurier et Sylvie Cocaud. 9 avril 2013

Aventurier, P., Cocaud, S. (2013). Les réseaux sociaux pour les scientifiques. Presented at 
La science 2.0. séminaire des professionnels IST, Seillac, FRA (2013/04/09-11). 



Secondary functionalities
• Find a job (contact with companies or job offers)

• Manage and share bibliography

• Exchange with the intermediary of 

groups/communities or with people sharing the 

same interest : topics, skills expertise
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same interest : topics, skills expertise

• Evaluate  or discuss document : Open peer-

review, annotation

• Share information (Questions/answers)

• Metrics / documents consultations

Aventurier, P., Cocaud, S. (2013). Les réseaux sociaux pour les scientifiques. Presented at 
La science 2.0. séminaire des professionnels IST, Seillac, FRA (2013/04/09-11). 



• Q1 Why have researchers been so ready to 

campaign against for-profit academic 

publishers such as Elsevier, Springer, Wiley-

Blackwell, and Taylor & Francis/Informa, but 
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Blackwell, and Taylor & Francis/Informa, but 

not against for-profit platforms such as 

Academia.edu, ResearchGate, and Google 

Scholar?
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• Social Platforms came after the publication 
process

• Lack of information about copyright transfert and 
right to reuse
– 86% of french researchers don’t know what Social 
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– 86% of french researchers don’t know what Social 
networks policy is (Couperin Study)

• Nothing to pay :  free to use

• Acurate feedback

• Enhanced citation  count+ 73 % ? 



P. AventurierWhy Are We Not Boycotting Academia.edu?
11

https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/four-tough-things-universities-should-do-to-rein-in-

costs/2015/11/25/64fed3de-92c0-11e5-a2d6-f57908580b1f_story.html



Q2 Should academics refrain from providing free 

labours for these publishing companies too?
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No Open Access
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How to query « sea-level and climate change » in Academia ?

No 

Query functions

Exports data

Interoperability

Metadata

Year ? 

Journal ?
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Business models = data exploitation

http://www.newyorker.com/

Richard Price (Academia CEO) : R&D institutions 

that can improve the quality of their decisions by 10-
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“A Quick Glance at Business Models of Academic Social Networking Services.” Hybrid Publishing Lab Notepad. Accessed November 21, 2014. 

https://hybridpublishing.org/2013/01/a-quick-glance-at-business-models-of-academic-social-networking-services/.

that can improve the quality of their decisions by 10-

20%.’ Price envisions developing an algorithm which 

“would tell an R&D company which are the most 

impactful papers in a given research area in the last 

24 hours, 7 days, 30 days, or any time period’.



Who own the contents ? 

• Copyrighted articles are behind paywall and 
authors cannot put the fulltext into social 
networks

– Elsevier asked to retire the papers from Academia.edu 
(Dec 2013)
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– No Reuse permission, only for personal purpose : view 
print copy.. (Academia terms of use)

See http://scienceblogs.com/confessions/2013/12/10/around-the-web-elsevier-vs-academia-edu-vs-
researchers/ or Voir aussi : http://urfistinfo.hypotheses.org/2596 and https://www.academia.edu/terms



CNRS (France) recommandations in 

Social Sciences

• INRIA

• CNRS
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http://osc.universityofcalifornia.edu/2015/12/a-social-networking-site-is-not-an-open-

access-repository/



Suggestion

Insert the document in OA repository

• essential functionnalities

– Long term preservation , 

– link to institutional information systems (assessment)
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– link to institutional information systems (assessment)

In Academia.edu just put the link and the abstract



• Q3 Are there non-profit alternatives to such 

commercial platforms academics should 

support instead?
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Open Access

Open access tools
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Open Access

http://whyopenresearch.org/

https://twitter.com/DOAJplus/status/671631109621456896



101 Innovations in Scholarly 
Communication
https://innoscholcomm.silk.co/
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A coalition 40  world’s key scholarly publishers, 

platforms, libraries, and technology 

organizations are coming together to create an 

open, interoperable annotation layer over 

their content.

Startup

Open source platform



Vivo

• Connect – Share- Discover http://vivoweb.org/

VIVO is an open social platform (from Cornell Univ.)

more than 100 organizations around the world

Vivo’s institutions  can be connected
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• Q4 Could they take inspiration from the 

editors of Lingua (now Glossa) and start their 

own scholar-owned and controlled platform 

cooperatives for the sharing of research?
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cooperatives for the sharing of research?



Open Edition Funded by CNRS and Universities
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Q4 Could they take inspiration from the editors 
of Lingua (now Glossa) and start their own scholar-
owned and controlled platform cooperatives for the 
sharing of research?

Or are such ‘technologies of the self’ or ‘political 
technologies of individuals’, as we might call them 
following Michel Foucault, merely part of a wider 
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following Michel Foucault, merely part of a wider 
process by which academics are being transformed 
into connected individuals who endeavour to 
generate social, public and professional value by 
acting as microentrepreneurs of their own selves 
and lives?



Trend : Researchers  want to collaborate 
online (Van Noorden , Nature 2014)

But sharing alone is not enough. 

Knowledge only becomes useful when  we can

• distinguish between relevant and less relevant 
information, 
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• distinguish between relevant and less relevant 
information, 

• discuss aspects of the information

• annotate and improve on ideas, 

• devise new approaches and collaborate online. 
open science :  free and unrestricted access to information and use 

interactive media to collaborate online

Olijhoek, Tom - Scientific social networks are the future of science



Nature 2014. Van Nordeen survey

Academia.eduLinkedin
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France : Consortium Couperin Survey 

on social media (2014)
1013/1698 Know Academic Networks , 705 use them
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Academics

networks

% know them

% use them

http://couperin.org/images/stories/openaire/Couperin_RSDR%20et%20OA_Etude%20exploratoire_2014.pdf



France : Consortium Couperin Survey 

on social media (2014)

705/1698 use them
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http://couperin.org/images/stories/openaire/Couperin_RSDR%20et%20OA_Etude%20exploratoire_2014.pdf

Users made several critics

Perennity

Query functions etc..



Opening draft for FeedBack

academia.edu

Not many used for evaluate papers
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Evaluation Metrics
Dispersion ?

Are we giving to much importance to them ?

= RGscore
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sur Academia (via C. Benech (ancienne 

interface))

sur ResearchGate

Source :  Aline Bouchard Urfist
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CONCLUSION



Solution
• Work on researcher/laboratory numerical

identity

• Work on scholarly communication

– Write blog post  about your research

– Education in writing

• Deposit work in open access repository
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• Deposit work in open access repository

• Work with tools respecting Open Science

– Example :  Vivo

– Web annotation tools

• Create an Orcid Profile



Deal with profit academic platform ?
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