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Landscape (as) infrastructure: filling the gap between aesthetic-philosophical approaches and urban design strategies

From the metaphor of visible constellation to the network of infrastructural catalysts

Hypothesis and methodological approach

Landscape as infrastructure and infrastructural dimension of landscape

Conclusions

From Aesthetics to Ethics, through Design conceptual and practical bridge between philosophy and landscape design

Introduction and state-of-the-art

From the metaphor of visible constellation to the network of infrastructural catalyst

Aesthetics Philosophy

landscape as constellation of the visible constellation of connections between the Individual and the Universal concrete constellation (Guzzoni, 1990) network of material and immaterial connections between a range of heterogeneous elements weave of relations (Venturi Ferriolo, 2006) relational connotation assigned to the landscape 

Landscape

Introduction and state-of-the-art

From the metaphor of visible constellation to the network of infrastructural catalyst

Hypothesis and methodological approach

Landscape as infrastructure and infrastructural dimension of landscape infrastructural dimension of landscape ontological characteristic of the landscape landscape fabric : multi-polar network formed by a complex weave of the physical and phenomenal relationships (neither isomorphic nor isotropic) existing between its heterogeneous components network of hetero-referential objects, objets chevelus or quasi-objects (Picon, 1998;Latour 1991;Serres, 1982) landscape (as) infrastructure :

way of thinking about the urban landscape operating approach to urban planning "sustainable" approach as it takes account synergically of the economic, social and environmental dimensions of urban development (Brundtland Report, 1987) 2. Hypothesis and methodological approach Landscape as infrastructure and infrastructural dimension of landscape 

  of landscape practice preparatory substrate that conditions ground for consequent uses material and immaterial system that supports and instigates the development of the city, catalyst factor orchestrated to implant new potentials in the urban field producing and exfoliating effects in the urban horizontal matrices. (Corner, 2006) 1. Introduction and state-of-the-art From the metaphor of visible constellation to the network of infrastructural catalyst Infrastructural Urbanism : 7 propositions for infrastructures (Allen, 1999) 1. prepare the ground and create conditions for future urban development, through geography (infrastructure's medium) 2. flexible, in space and time, anticipatory 1. able to recognize the collective nature of the city, moving towards a collective enunciation, (not self-referentiality or fixing an individual expression) 2. engenders dynamic effects although static forms that they assume (capillary effects of scales, effect of synergy) 3. delineate specific architectural elements within specific limits 4. organize the flow of energy and resources on a site, respond to incremental adjustments in resource availability (artificial ecologies) 5. modify the status of inhabitation in response to changing environmental conditions (artificial ecologies)

  -Center of Landscape Research (John H. Daniels Faculty of Architecture, Landscape and Design -University of Toronto) and methodological approach Landscape as infrastructure and infrastructural dimension of landscape Demobilization, Dezoning & Deurbanization : an evacuated area of Ward 3 in the former steel city of Youngstown (Source : Bélanger P., Landscape as Infrastructure, 2009) objects of analysis : 1.Rust Belt geo-political region : Flint (Michigan), Youngstown (Ohio) extensive deindustrialisation program, originating in the postindustrial fallout of 1980s (Bélanger, 2009) decentralization of the traditional urban structure de-engineering of infrastructures practice through landscape three contemporary streams of development : urban ecology, bioindustries and waste economies 2. Hypothesis and methodological approach Landscape as infrastructure and infrastructural dimension of landscape Great Lakes Watershed 43 Areas of Concern (AOCs) in the watersheds region of Great Lakes (Source : Bélanger P., Landscape as Infrastructure, 2009) objects of analysis : 2.Great Lakes Region mapping, analysing and interpreting contemporary transboundary urban watershed regions (resource mining, population pressure and geopolitical conflict) (Bélanger, 2010) strategies for economic regeneration, land use distribution and site redevelopment opportunities (inextricable connection between urban systems and biophysical systems: hydrology, geology, climate) watershed as "constructed ecology", basic infrastructure able to support the synergetic development of economic, ecological, socio-cultural aspects of urban evolution 3. Conclusions From Aesthetics to Ethics, through Design infrastructural dimension of landscape: concrete constellation (Aesthetics : Guzzoni, 1990) potential of acting as a spatial and temporal infrastructural catalyst (Landscape Design: Corner, 2004) landscape as "infrastructure, or background for our collective existence" (Landscape Theory Jackson, 1984) capacity to create a connective support structure (etymologically, an infrastructure) for different types of ecological, socio-economic and cultural interrelated components landscape (as) infrastructure: promising operational strategy new conceptual framework working connective structure to cross the cultural divide between contemporary philosophy and professional practice ethical approach to landscape design (in etymological sense of ethics as a discipline which studies the relationships between man and the environment in which he lives, Venturi Ferriolo, 2009)

Source: Allen S., Taichung Gateway Project: A New Synthesis ofPark and City, 2008