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Frequency of the passive form of Japanese verbal

Purpose :

We evaluate the frequency of the passive form of the Japanese verbal nouns (動名詞 « dômeishi » in Japanese ; for descriptions, see for example (Tsujimura 2013) among many others) in a large written corpus. We don't discriminate the different meanings of the passive form (passive, politness, potential ; for discussion, see for example (Kortlandt 1992) (Oshima 2003)).

Method :

The corpus (of plain texts) is corefjp-0.003.150528 (Blin 2015a). The extraction were performed with Sagace 4.2.0 (Blin 2012). The verbal nouns are those of the lexicon JLFS-1.1.2015-05-29 (compiled from the lexicongrammar jaLexgram-0.010 (Blin 2015b), category vRad_suruLex). It contains 14.629 verbal nouns of all the lexical strata of Japanese ((Blin and Labrune 2001)). We extracted and counted the occurrencies of passive forms occurring in the following scheme. (passive+factitive conjugation are excluded ; ex : nomaserareta « I was forced to drink » ; causative form is not counted ; ex. nomasu) : >0 cat:(debsegment | ponctuation | particulePostNominale) >0 cat:nomVerbal /-affich:trait:lemme /-compte =0 cat:conjPassifSolo We extracted the occurrences of active forms in the following scheme. We excluded the passive, the factitive and the causative forms. >0 cat:(debsegment | ponctuation | particulePostNominale) >0 cat:nomVerbal /-affich:trait:lemme /-compte =0 cat:conj & -(conjPassif | conjFactitif)

Even if verbal nouns without light verbs can be used as verbs, especially in condensed texts (titles, newspaper headline), we didn't count these occurrencies because morphosemantical status is unclear. In many cases, it can be considered as the contraction (simplification?) of the passive as well as the contraction of the active form. Errors of counting can occur with Sagace. For more details, see (Blin 2014).

General observation

9411 verbal nouns have been counted. It is no wonder we didn't observe any correlation between global frequency and frequency of passive or active form.

Results

Results are of the form < verbal noun, total number of occurrences (passive+active forms) , percentage of occurrences of the passive forms among the total number of occurrences >. Results are sorted in decreasing percentage of the passive form, and in increasing total of occurrences.