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NOTE E DISCUSSIONI

THE ROLE OF CYPRUS
IN THE NEO ASSYRIAN ECONOMIC SYSTEM:

ANALYSIS OF THE TEXTUAL EVIDENCE*
Alle C r r rr,rr ô

pisà hon*-

\I/*.(rud\irgrrehi.'or)o '\ pr -. in
VV rh. tr ,n qsF'r '. -po.iible. " uF co.-
sider rhc textual e\.idence. no! ro pây rhe
greatest attenlion to lhe Neo Assvriân docu-
ments concerning rhe island and irs au
tonomous kingdoms. Ereryone knows lhe
stele of Sargon II (found ât Larnâka in 1844

and norv in B erlln)i and irs inscription, at least
. 5n;l parr $h, re r e..,nque.. "rd subjei

tion of Cyprus ro the Assydaù empire is con-
cerned. Also well kro*.n is the Esarhaddon
'rrr -iotro' r,"rLh n li.r of ren ling. " 

.d k.ng
doms of C]?rus, mentioned rogether \r.ith
trÀ eh\.e kings and hingdoms of the Syro
Palestilian coâst in the âct of paying tribute
to their por.erlul Assyrian 1ord.

Suc.h documents f\\'irh others thar âte su
perflous ro recall herc) are not only our besr
.orrce.abo-r r ihi.l^r\ o tLe, )'priol kin!
doms in the 8'h and 7'c. BCE: they âlso offer
some co11àterâ1 inlor'mâtion tha! 1s jn any càse

essentiâlto the reconstruction and ânâ1ysis of
the hisroN of Àrchâic Cyprus. In this shott

r Tlr]s paper hâsbeen presemcd at the 7,r,annua)
ûeeting .,f Postgraduare C,vprior,qr.hacolog]
PO,' h"o..rLF ô j l_o o.b-r oo j

\.o.i".,'.ru5 la udl..r" h"rL I . -rE. ir
ins.ommliree fol givlne nle the oppornmjivro dis
cuss thispa.t of my\ÿorkln progress abourthe his
iory of Cyprus u ttre lron Àgci pàrilcularh useful
haÿe been nr ihls occasion rhe obscrvations oi
Sablne Fourlcr Maia Iacovoù.Jafles D.lvlulli aDd

JcaD Claude Decôurt. I t'ould also Like to rhank
L.,ni F \ o, ;,d d,U+."n,or,-.,.'-gu'E
ard helpnrs e à11 àlons the research àcri!.i§

conbibulion I shall rrv and flnd the elements
rrfuch bea_ u me.s ro r .i q..\ ri ,. e. onom c

interest on the islând. and the charuTeis *,hich
u,ere used to insen this far, r-estern territory
ifl the s!ructure of the cmpire. We shatl 6nd
that rhe Àssvrian domination on Cÿprus $,as
not only a natter ofpropagânda ând miliraq
suprcma.\,: but also (ând above alll a matrcr
.,- .'-c. laùo r -l good5 drrd ol p.onùmi.

The flrst document ro .onsider âmong the
lew that makc direct menrion ofthe island of
Cyprus is the most ancient and famous of all:
the Sârgon stelc (7o9i7o7 BCEI. l! $.as dis
covered in Larnaca. on the 1itt1e hill of Ban,
Ûollo (as has finall,l been demonstrated b,v
\lr_guer L( \o_ :'rr e texL o[ _h, iî.. iprr,,-
u hich .r..r.. on Lhe ron.andoc.-pe.enu.c
'r tl e -ighL rrrd l.n . rdes has . -ce a lo.t rim.
been read and trânslated. À neur editror.
ho*.ever, has been fürnishedby Florence Mâl-
bran LÂbat in the 1âst volume of rhe Kition
Bamiro l.l" series.! $'rth a complete transliter-

** Scuola Normalc Sùperiore, Plsa \,laison de
l'Orienr e. dc la Nlédlrerranéc ,lcan Pouilloux,. L\.
on: a.cannâvol4)$s it

1 Vorderàsialisches N1LBeum, \â 968
' About rhc Seneràl problem of caplàiûjrg À$ÿr

'.n.TLi|F.o' ,.rJ. tror. r .'a e\p".io
but aLso ühough poLitical aùd cconomi.al mecha
nisms see L,rNrRn.NCHr 1997.

I F MAr.rRÀN LaBAr: YoN 2oo.+, n.4oo1.

ISrFe rr\\' r zoo-
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âlion after collation
gi\.e my trânslàtion

and translâtiolr- Here I
from Malbran-Labar's

28. fù 7 lugâ1.me§l-ni id kur Id''a fla gi i
1.9. lia kv I ltt )d)d tL.L na id md Lak 7 u mi

3c,. li a murubl raft hD d reà dutlt-ii

31. llit-ku- 1|)-mnni sa-at i bdt silt
12. lid ri ,t11ua.meÈ sud.me§ Ji bn kü A.i-i r

3i. 1...1fla ina man.me§ fli ad.mei ia
34- d Li kûlndh n ma am ma

i5. lld ii- l1l.li i-Èirkur-jn-ün
36. |ep leti tl q é rcb k..l.r (al di ï kur Hdr h

37 . I e trp p1L ii i na m.ul]jb tan tim
38. ffli-qriijl-fl11rna iib-b|-ii-1Li it-ttL-ku

w. llùttt'ik ) àa iinn kù.gi ku.babbar

ao. lii ii ürs'llesigFiku ni sir'ti kur ili n

a1. [d- a qé /e] klâ.dingn ktd àinahnid
+2. lû bi l,,r nin na) u na ii qu gr)t ia

a1. lind ùL:rr.e-!n-m)d "ana. ru. a li jc tij ,nd

aa. l,sa lam dingirl.meÈ gal.mei en.meÀ ia

a5. labrd ,i'l qJ-r.b-j, rd-ldft mân-rr'id

a6. l!1n-bd4 a"nla' ri.là-ia ma-har liL Lî I <i<
a7. kur.meS'du ji nlarja ii rll ri it dutr ii
a8. ld-di e-l.àl duru-ji i1la rukulri dAi'j 7

ae. ldâg 
dlamarutu dingir.meÈ hÀ li r'a

ja. lam i i)r be la ti iti i-itlk-ri-li
5t. Ldi lLr dse rt ù iû
,2. finaiKUR:I Ba il Halfl Lur-i
jJ. 1...1ES kuIAd a rd ri ai{

Let us point out some elements:
a) C)?rus is pr-esented as â distaüt unl.ino\À'n

latd (ll. 3r-35): this is notjust literary emphâ
sis- Âs Roberto Gelio hâs demonstrated in his

studyaboutthe well known episode of Gyges
of Lydiâ offeù1g tribute to ÀssurbânipâI,' this
r. a lornrL la,io- o[ 'o-cal]ed 

\ero. pro-iq .

g'\ing rhe q..'-iè- ki-g r .ràru, u- heroic
predominance over all his predecessors. I!
ua. " le1 poinr in rhe Â:'iri"n ro'àl ir5cnp
r'orr. hatLng il. oun e\olurio f'om an.oic.
military connotation to a purely political and
ideological one.

b -he Clprror king" ,:r. de'r ib.d offe-irg
their tribute s?o11rar.o sl1, moved b_r'' fear and

text: üe are interested oaly in â smâ]1secrro.
of the left side,ll. zs'r:

Àrd seven khgsl of the land of Iâ'a. â disrrict
lof the land of (la)ldnânâ a seven-da,v joumey a\\'a,v

Lin the middlel of rhe seâ of the SettingSun
tthey have residencel their seâts (are so) làr a\\-a,\,

r5"t .i rcF rhe f -otfd ry. ol the ,Lr.g p".- * "r
of the land of Assur

1...1... the gods my farhers
rhat lcâmel belirrc lnle)
lrhey did norhe]âI rhe name of their land
Ithe deeds rhar in the (midldle of) the Iand of Châldea

ând in the lànd ol tsiatti

lI achieved , in the middle of the sea

lfrom âfàr thc), heâlrd: their hearrs throbbed,

fthe termr seizled them; gold, silver,

lobjects made ofl ebony and box wood. treasures of
rheir land,

fto Blabllon, h fron. of me

lrhey brought, andl kisscd my feer.

Tha. dayl I hàd â srele mâde:

Ithe images ofthelgreat godls, m,v lords,

ll sculpted;l the imâge of my kingship on ii,
Lpowertul folr my life,ln fiont of them I had set.

[All the land§ üat from east

Lto $€lsr, wirh rhe help ofAÈÈur

lNabii andl Marduk, gods m"v supports,

lunder rhe yoklc of my rule I subdued,

lI *,rotle;up
lon rhe mounrl Bâ'il Uàrri. mountâln

oi tl e . rd ol .aJr"r." I hrd rL erc,Lrd

terror of the po$'erful Àssyrian army. We do
_ot Lnos e\r(dr hon frcquenth .uch ; Lhi g
happened: r.hat is sure is thât we can insert
this kind of slrbmissioû (âttested in valrous
cases) in a clear qpology of "(forced) circula
tion dynamics". which grânted a \,âdous ând
continuous flux of goods ftom the djfferent
areas of AssFian influence to the centre of
rhe empire.6I shâll speakagain aboutthis, be-
cause it is a point of particular interest. Let
me no§. jus! emphasize: it is not sure dt ail
that reâily the C)?riot kings feared rhe Assyr-
ian army ani consequenrly olièred their tribute

rh'. .olcrurr;.r, reor)perepre.enr.rrio_.
'What is sure is that there $'as not ân (or sev

6 Z.\ccÀc!rNr 1984.
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eral) âctual concrete military operâtion on
the islând: in â different case- it §,ould not
have been omitted in the stele.

c) The submission of the C]?dot kings to
the Âssyriân empire, occasional and indirect
as it could be. had however as a result the
erection of the stele in the teritory of one of
the island's most importanl ciües, Kition.
Such a lact should not be understimâted. We
knorv lrom simlld evidenceT that such

monumentsj erected in fâr countdes and
sometimes iî 1o.âtio11s difÊcu1t to reach (like

mountâil1s, or along a river's course) had
p ncipally â symbolic êimi they represented
the power and the univenal charâcter of the
Assydân empire. No one was necessariiy sup

posed !o read the inscription they exhibited,
and to verily their reliâbiliry: they just stood
lo s)mbolt2e Lo e\erro_e rhrr lh. {.s)riàn
king o$rned thât couûtry, thât it vias par! of
the domâin of Assur" - but that it was reâlly
so is another problem, thât I shall consider
âgâin later The presence of such â monu
ment in the aleâ ofKitiorwas in any case lull
ofpoliticâ1, if flo! prac[ica], implications.

We can no,ir considerthe goods mentiofled
i rhe.tele a. offered Lo S; gon br theCy.ori
ots. They are of fivo t]?es: metals (gold and
silver) ând wood (ebony and bor:wood).

It hasbeen lrequeîr1y obscNedthat the ab-

selce ol copper. \oeé\ _g ol -elJ'..umind
ftom Clprus, is curions ifnot suspicious. I do
not thinL so. ln â sfill interesling study âbout
Lhe goods obraired b) lhe Ls\iar eîp re

through tribute and forced donations, N. B.

Jankowska observed thât âccording to our
sources «the reserves ofcopperin Musâsùând
Damascus by far surpassed those of all other
treas- r,es..o Th"L .he L r.ri"_ redio_
(Musassir) .À.âs ver1, rich in metals is well
kno$.n; âs for Dâmâscus. it is intended as the
trânsit centre of the metal extrâcted in the
Tâurus region. It shouldnotbe forgolten that
greât âmounts of copper and other metâls

were taken asbooq,by Sargonnotlongbeiore
üe .ub:r.sron of C)p u§. m - 1 BLI . dr r'-g
a victorious campaign against Umrtu: we

'hould also consrder rhdl L rarrL rnd lh( Tà-
rus regionwere muchbetter known and con-
trolled, in7o9/7o7 BCE, rhân Cyprus.Itis not
then surprising tha! rhey represented the Lrsu-

al source for the Àssy ân demând on metals.'u
:peaking abour go d :nd abore 

"11 
srJrer i.

something different. Silver, and to a lesser ex

tent gold, \vere lhe standard circulatiûg mct
als in the premonetary ancieît Near Eâst.

The greatest amounts of these metals came
to Assyria from the West, in particulâr fiom
the Syro Pâlestiniân âreâ âûd from south-
eastem Asia Minor, through the trâding
routes of Carchcmish and Damascus.
Phoenicia specialized in the production of
one of the most âppreciàted media lor the
conserva!1on and the circulation ()1 metals
(silver, gold ând âlso brolrze), tha! is the 1à'

mous bowls sometimes also called cypro
phoeniciân bow1s"." This is not lhe appro'
priateplace to discuss such a well known class

ofmâterial, âb out its production âreas and its
vanous sryles.12 It shouldjustbe remembered
that a certain number of these ob.jects hâs

been rourd ,l.o ir A.svfia I am ,pealin5
about the so called Nimrud bowis", a iarge
group of bronze bowls found in Nimrud in
1849, âûd surely coming fiom the West
whether from Northern Syda, Phoefliciâ or
other Levantine areas is still uflder discus-
sion.'r The dilfrrsion and value of such arte
facts 6lld conÊrmation in the textlral evidence
in lhe exprcssion kdppi mdàdtt /e. "trr,b.ure

borvis", lrequently used in Neo Ass]'rian ad-

m'sl rUve Lr xts dnd roy"l rnj.'iprio_s r,' in
dicate a particular c]ass of objects, made of
silver, bronze, coppel or gold, ând normally
computedin tribute lists separately fiom raw
metâls, computed by weight.la

k is cerlain lhar the phoenician bo1r,ls were
lor the Assyriân king among the most appre

' ' About the general lnplicàilons of thc cùcu1a-
tion of such goods see nort NrlMErrR 2oo4.

I MÀRKoH 1985. ]r BÀRr-!îr 1e7,1.
La ZaccacNrNr 1984, fa$in.

" TÀDNroR 1999, p.56.
! JaN(ows(À 1969, p. 26,1.

'o PosrcÂrE r979. pp. 199 2oo.
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ciâted objects of tribute or gilt coming from
thewest: rhis is true for all the metalartefacts
produced in the Syro Pâlestinian âreâ.15 As
lor the bo*.1s, we know that Clpnrs was one
ol the principal producing areas of such
objecis: some of the best exemplârs were a1

so lound in C1arus. Às lor the decorated
ones, the C,?riot sryle shou,s à clearly Âssyr
ian influenceboth in the selection of subjects
dnd rn 1l_c o-_rmenLdl moufs ths is duc. rn

) upiniu_. nur .r, mr cl .o rre {.:)-an
don_rn"ùon of a\p u5 a. i(.rill rhe opin'on
of Glenn MarLoe),'" as to the greatplace !hat
the Assyrian demand occupied in the circulâ
tion of these artefacts. Coming back to our
text, we can lhen ask a qucstion: is it possible
that gold and silver were oI}èred bv Clpriots
ro sargon rn the for m of bos ].: ll i. " pos.
bility; normaily, however the !ex!s make a

distinction between râw metâl ând rvorked
metal. as has already been sâjd: this is a rule
in âdministrâtive texts, ând â tendeücy in roy

54. ad-ftc'e'na 1uga1.meÈ kur iryd.ti r.'àel

55. IBa ' lri lugal ""S&r rirùIe fla si i lugal

56. IQa idgalr n lugal "'"Û tu melut' çtLr i
lugrl '.Md-'-ab

57. I§il tsil lugal '^'!a tl tilu€ ti in ti id\
""^'qa'(at )tu d

58. I Èd Ü-sü 1uga1"':Àn-qit-111-(11-)na

5e. I-\Iil Èi d jd pdlugal "'Gr rb li
60. IMa-td ar"Bd dllug^l""A ru ad d.t
61. A bl Ba ' li lugâl"'Sd t si-tt1.ff-11t1td

62. IP& dü ,/tr lugal ""8ît An ma ntllAbi
,Uil Èi iala "'As dr'di

6l r2 rugar me\rakr \a dltil\ttm'l: Rt

6a. lugal "'Ë,li ' ilrP1 Id -n-*nn(-a) :ita

6.. Ki'(l)sulueal"-Si (il )h ( )d
66.)It alr àr1 ar lngal "''Pd-ap-pd
67. IE r€ (€ lr lugal ""'SiillitDama s1t inr.

68. JGi//.,1d mc fc )ÿ lugal "'ra-me-ri

al jnscdption. In our câse, the List is so short
and g,ne-i. rrrr $e cJnnor Ê-d a d.llnitire

Às lor lvrxrd, both ebony ând boxwood
\\ere dppreriàred nor on11 a. buiJdLng mater.
als but also for the production of lru-ury ob
ecLs. .u.'h dr uren.ils. handles. beds. ch" .

etc. As in the case of metal bowls, the pro
dL cr'on of wood arrel"cL' uds " .pe. al ,:-
tion that C]?rus had in common with the
Sy an coâst ând Phoeniciâ.

I et us consrder nou lhe 5e.o1d m"jo_
document ol ouranalysis, that is the Esarhad
don's list (62 BCE). Known Ëom a variety of
manuscripts. the te:<t has been analyzed and
edited wirh al1 the Esarhaddons inscripdons
by Rvkle Borger l\.ith a Germân translâ
rio' - Our do.ument 15 p.rrL of .r lounddron
inscription reiating to the constrnction of the
new royâ1pàlâce in Nir{veh. Here is my trâns
lation ofBorger's transliteÉtion (Ash. NIN A
V 54 Vl 1):

I summoned then rhe kings of the land of Hard and

Ba'al king ol Tyre, Mânasseh king ofJudah.

Kamongâbriking of Edom. Musuri king of Moab.

Sllbê1kn€ of Caza, Metintikingof Ashkelon.

Ikausu 0) knrg of Ekon,1s
MilkiaÈapâ king of Byblos.
N4atan ba'al klng of Arvad,
Abi ba'al king of Samsimuruna,
Puduilu ki11g of Àmmon, Al_li-milki king of Ashdod,

12 klngs oi the coast, Ekistura

krl1gof Ëdi'il, pilàgurâ king of Kitrusi,

Kisu king of Sill)lùa,
kùandar klng of Pappa,
Erësu king of Silli. Damasu knlgof Kuri,

Girmêsu/,{dmèsu king of Tamesi,

" Brsr 1991, er?eciallÿ p.2.19. On Phoenlclanmer
a[urgy see in generâ1 FarsoNE 1988i about the
boÿls ànd their periodizatio. ibid., pp.9.11o3

16 MÀRKo! 198j, p.8.

'' BoRcER 1962 pp. 59'61.

" on this king and hls lnteresting name, see

GrrrN .t alii 1992 expe.iâlly 9.11.



69. rDa mlrri-si llrgal""'Qtû ti bà'd,1 ds'ti

70. iü na'ra 31l-ÿlugal"'Ll"di ir
71. IP/Bü 

§,r-J11 1ugâ1 ""N-nr. l.zalâg:t itl n
lugal.me§ ia kur /a ad na na

72. murubo ram-rim §u.nigin 22 1ugâl.me§

k,û lat ti d bi tam üm

T. Ot) î\$ûba ta]/l.'tir|.ki h in'& û ûa: ir

7.1. sirrirmeÈ gal.meÈ gitim mr ma!.mei
sna dnÿ pi tu b 0t) ti

75. ia s"ercn c"Èur.min tar àir bursag Si ra-

ru (u)b'î.sagLab nd-'td

76. ia ul-t1t u mc Pd ni htd g1l ik bi îtL'(k)îlt!
i-!i bu ld a ntt

27. dalàd.d1amma.mc§ ia "'ae.t1r

78. -rdlamma.me§ "iâb.za.za "' '"kun..mei
a gb'n

79 ia ',,gi§.nr.r, L.gal "aÈe.dr "aku.mi.na

Eo. "'ku.mi.nâ.bàn.da 
*'n'LLL Lum '!gi rill

bi li bt)

ÿ. Ituqé reb lÿria'(a)ni n-iat ab'ni

tit ii tl1|

82. d- d b.-ie& ii é.gal-jd giglpa-ô qiÛ
\ | ' , ,J \:rJ àl biù t ta d Sot dit "'a

" ZÀCCÂGNINI 1984, Id-rsift ard partic. pp. 239

-4, e, rerar r ^_ .h( q"' rr' ,rrbJl on'eD'iÔ'

BÂR 1996.
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Damusi king of Qartibadasti,
tlnàsa!'usu klns of LLdit,

I ur.i.t k.rg"or \r -r. ,o kr-g' ol he lJt d o
ladnana

in the middte of the sea, in â[,22kings of the landof
Hâûi. fiom the seaside

r,i.ar from the middle of the sea I had them â11
'together 

brought
great beams, long Poles, lransoms...

made of cedar and cypress wood, products of the

mounlains of Sirara ând Lebanon,

rhat slnce rhe mo$ distant dqis hàve become e\"en

grearer and higher.
colo-" ndro, epl-alou. bLIl' rrdde ol g rr'rê

làassrL sphinxes, aPrrrh/ sphir.res' stone slabs and

buildmg stones

made ol ar.basr< . gr"nr.e o''raa 'ron' . br.r"
(iürmixr-stone)

tarnnûbandii stone lakind of breccia), Élalirr'stone,

qlrrnlil&, \Ione (àp.eciou. sroncl

llom .hr n'ddlc o- rre nor '1rd'r.. $hcre rh<\ ."n-(
fiom,

for mypalâce's needs, §ith lâbour ând toil,
the-ÿ &agged (rhem).o Nheveh, to my residence'

Now itis â qüesfion of a lar more exPlicittext on the 11 63 71, trying to identiE the creek

ifr"" ,1. pà""t ."": we have a piecise list and the Semjlic names (as has frequendy been

.i *-.rîa r.."ai."s, and a conàete list of done)''o It is enough ro obseNe that they are

-"à"i. ^"a -"f""s. The qpology of et treâted now as reguiar\ sub.jugated kings'

".rtïir-q"it. "rta.",: 
it is noi a.ea-liabute, vassals of Assyria like rhe Pboenician ând

reel "rlv ,.nr Iô.he 4".) n.r- kirrE:t i<Irrl-i' Pàle'. niànone''

" 
i*..j aorr,io", 

" 
gitt sent on'demand for As in lhe stele, we hâve to do $'ith §ÿo t)?es

;;".À.;""d., h".. t'h" .ortrt..r.tioo of th" of matedàls: wood afld stone' both in the

.?*l"t"ir"fl*, ,fr. t1"ologY of rhe màreri form of raw materiâls and of end products'

,lt " .1"'ô""".r" -nir'.n.ü'Uy ,1," ,.q""* The wood is of §r'o qlralities: cypress and

g. .o-.ti-". i" itt.t. câscs, there is n; spe cedâI \rrood, in the lorm ofbeams' poles and

.iâ. i..-i"a.gy applied to the donation trânsoms thât is, as bnilding material lt is

rr".r, * ra--ü, ffàiced) gifC , or btitu), but clear\ indicated, as the place of origin of the

;;;,i." "i...;;"g 
lt islmphasired 1t,e.e \vood, the mountâins of Lebanon and of

,fr" "-pfr"* 
lt "" f"U_.ur andioi1" neces"ary Sirarr lr'e Mounr Hermon .south 

of the

à. itirig-!."*y*i"g to Nineveh)." olontes vàlley.r:2r so appa Len d1 
.C1ams' 

de

w. ho:u"ïot th. poriibilitÿ now, to anâlyze spite its dchness in forests' proüded no wood

the list of the ten Cypriot kings ând kingdoms lbr the royal palace'

" lorex. LilIiIsxI1991, ivith the obsen'ations of
MÀssoN 1992rNE!M-{NN 1994,Pp..16. See agalr, re

cenrb: LIPrnrsKl2ooa, pP. 62 76.

':1 KÀrzÈNsrErN 1971, p. 267, n. 42
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Às fôr the stone, lve hâve ân interesting list
of slones ànd stone ârtefacts thatwe can elu
cidate only in part.

First ofall. lve have twice mentioned4inlrn
slone, that cân be tmnslated and interpreted
in a different nT anner: normâIly, it is equated
$.ith pi d, stone, â precious red stone.In lhis

hnuerer, ": m .rmlàr one., a"
fl4r1'stone is said to be used fàr large figures,
âs the colossal androcephalous bulls like the
oles erPos( d iJl I \e I uu\ re \4u\e. m iomrg
from Sargon's palace in Khorsâbad. In this
case,4jr14n stone would b e b etter inlerpreted
as a stone whose structure is âs Iinely gÉnu-
latedas motrled ()) b arley":2'z 1 translate it, fo1

lowiîg Borger's exemple, âs "grâdte'.
The l4m4rv- and 4?rdrt sphinxes are lwo

sorts of §,inged mixed animâ1colossi used to
decomle Neo Assydân palaces: lhev were â1

so usually made of stone such as calcar or
granile.'?3 The Èransport of these colossi wâs
in itself a deed vrorth being represented on
the reliels §'hich âdomed the palaces: we
have some examples of ir, the most famous
one is on the reliefs coming lrom the South-
Western Palace of Qlryunjiq, nolv in rhe
British Museum.2r In a parricular sceÈe of the
same reliefs r.e can also notice a ship ûans
porting stoûe siabs.

As for the other srones mentioned in the
list, apart fiom the already discussed ainan
stone, lve know that âlabaster slabs were oÊ
ten used for the execution of rhe reliefst rùr
nini anà turlnifidbdkdrli âre t\r.o qualities of
breccia or nlârble, also used as paving stoûes;
lor elalll ând ginm&tlifu, which lve cannot
idenr li wirh.erlàrnl.rhFbe.r deicfip o-i\
given in an jnscription of ân unknovt'n

CÀNNAÿô

Neo'Assyriar Ling, possibly Sennacherib:'z5
(ol1 Mount GN have been discovered large
âmounts of both eialh stone. the colourr'
te-xture of which is like rhar of the barh of
the date pâ1m, and of glnmLiiibli-stone, the
colour ofwhich is Iike tha! of the pomegrân
ate, beaurilul ând a pleasure to behold (and
with the qualiqr) of preventing plagues
Iom "l'e,rr.g a per.on 'l h, uear. 'r :: a

It is evident. then, rhat the materials and
ârtelàcls required bv theÀssyrian king lôr his
new palace are rather vâ1uâble, and thel
should represent a characteristic producr of
thetu plâce of origin. As alreâdy seen, C)?rus
âpparently pro\.ided no wood; if rhls date is
corrcct,z7 we should suppose lhat the island
provided some kind of building stones,
maybe alreadl' *'orked in the form of slabs
and traNported âs the rcliefa already men
lioned suggesr.

As we have seen so fàr, Clprus offered the
Assydan empirc at leâst tlvice (durng Sar-
gon's reign, n zoçilol BCE, and dudng
Esârhaddon s reign, in6z BCE) gifts olthree
sorlsr precious melals, rvood aûd buildir1g

\Àe.an Ênd.u_1r-:r'on ol lhrr,rrudlion
in ânother inscdption of Esarhaddon, very
problematic ând fâr more generic than the
last one ue hare 

'een'lsh"lJ br efli qr or, ir.
The passage rve are interestediû is a smallsec
rion of an inscdption relati1rg to the king s

building activities in Assru and Babylon: rhe
restorâtion and building works are described
in derail. but belore are mentioned all the
landsthat submittedto the king, andthere*.e
read (ÂsBbE Vs. 11. 10"17):'z3

C,1D. r. r ajrani NIrrcHlr-L '" Àbout a1l these stones s. Rlr NrR 1995, pp. 119 121
2' we can also suppose that C]?rus togeiher wirh

Phoeni.ia providcd some nood, nrr exàmple .r,
oF. i^.d \LL L ÿJ.reg.rFj-dur. F,.-pi^-
rogether ù.irh Phoe.iciàn wood underrhe places of
o.igin of Lebânon ând Simra nountsj becàuse rhls
nàmes were more lnielllgible and fâmous for the

'! BoRclR 1962 pp 86 87.

'r For details abour the conplex slgnilj.ân.e of
such üeàüres in Assÿriân ideolog,v and mythology
s. C,4D. s., lamrss! and arrdrt4 s. also RETNTR 1ee5,

2a For La. the reliels froû the Court VIù. ù1.58

rr l quotc from C,1D, r.l cla/h Ab).
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1ugâ1.me§ in muruba tdfl hm dù iri nü ta
kv ladand ak:JJ lamd d-di klr Tarri si

a. a pÿt.iaik.n -ÿi g\i11lil] n l rdugud rn
ai b t dk nnl ki :ti kib.flir limmu'6 li i fd

Al rhe kings Ëom rhe middle of the sea. ftom the
landofladnana, the land of lamàn ro thelândof
Tarsisi

threw themseh'es ar my feer; I reccived their
healT tributcs. Over the kings of the làur sides
oI the rvorld

I gained victory;... etc.

We should â1so briefly consider ât anoth-
er document, which concems Assurbâd
pal's third campaign in 667 BCE, when he
moved fbr the fusr time âgâinst Egl,?t. 'fhis
tert. avàilâble in rhe new edirion b), Rykle
Borger,ro is often neglected in Cl?rus stud
ies because it offers the sâme lisr of kings
ând kingdoms as in Esârhaddon's inscription
just examined: only the names of rhe kings
of Arvad and Ammon âre diI}èrent, but lor
the is1ând we have no additional infàula,
don. It is ho\vever of some use flcr my dis
course to read just a fcw lines rvhich con-
textuâlize the lisr:

Dudng my câmpaigr lagainsr Egyprl
Bâ'âl king of T,vre,
N,Iânassch king ofJudâh.... etc.
Kêmoi gabd king of Edom,
Musl,ri king of N,Ioâb,

Silbê1 king of Gaza,
Mctnti king of Ashkelon,
lkâusu (?) king of Ekron.
Milkia§apa king oi B1ùlos,
Iâkinlù king of Arvâd,
Abi ba'â1kiüg of Samsimurunâ.
Aûminadbi king of Ammon,
AlLi'milki king of Àshdod,
Ekistura king of Edi'll,
Pi1àgurâ king of Krrrusi,
Kisu king of Sjlùa,
lnrandar king ol Pappa,
Erèsu kint of Si1lu,

Damâsu king of Kud,

ticùlàr linl benreen .hem: therefore I prcfer ro man
tanl the àûbigrity of the origiflal rerr, where rhe

rp \ iu'r-p-"ed. Fo " ra .q
o{ thc evidence about laman and Iadnana ln rhe
Near Eâstern documents see MayÈR 1996 ÿlth ei:

-' 
BoP ,r , roo- p i.m i I -ô . '.-,1'.er.ri^r

pp. 18 20, Gern1an .raDslârion p. 20 (C § 1a).

The reaiproblem in this passage is the iden
tification of Iaman and Târsisi. ând eventuâl'
ly the ideûtity betx.een Iadnana and laman,
br .lslall -ot cLscus: tlus.) U hJr i) celr nis
rhât Cyprus is mentioned as a real tributary
1and, this time withour âmbiguity: rhe rex!
speaks of hlrdi hlr, that is their rribute". Iù
the followinglines the lext gives â genedc lisr
of tributes go1d. silver properlies, posses
sions, men, horses etc- but it does not reler
to a particular land or offe.: ir concerN the
lour sides of rhe wor1d", and it gives an idea
of what hind of goods the king obtained from
the adbutary larlds.

37. ind ne liiqgnn in

']E. 
iBa'd'-l lugal "S1rr n

39. Ir\'li i se e lugâl""Ia-ri-di
ao. rQd r.Ligab n lugal "'Û.tr me

41. IÀ,h-rr/'i 1uga1'''Ma a' ba

az. ISil Eél lugal *'Ad T d
4.1. 

LMi-tt-i11-ti lugal "'tu qlr lx na

a4. 
1l kaU s1tlitgal"'-All. q*u.nt

45. rMil"Èi, .i,4-la lugal ".c i, li
46. 1ta.ki.i11-11t.il:lgà1"'"k i a Aa
q. 1A bi ba'a a1lugal"-Saatmai'm[ tu na
48. Ar1- i- a'dd bi lugal'""Ùît A nd-nd
ae. IÀbi xlil Èi lugal ""Ys'd -di

51r. 
rr-ftr-ii-hi-7d lugâ]""8 di i'li

51. lPi la d g1t ta a]ugal"'Ki.it-flt si
52. r(i , ril lugâl ""Si h 11 a

53. tl"tu- .an.tlt.M ]ngàl""'Pa ap ÿa
5a. I, rÉ ri1 1ugal "Stil-hi
j5. rDd ma sr lugal ""'.(ü n-i

'" I am not surc ar a11aboùr ihe inreryrerarion of
rhjs passage as the lând of Iadnanâ thàr 1s) ihe land
of lamàn", as Jàmes D. MuhL! àrgued durins the
openmg lectLrre of pOCÀ 2oo7 nr Nicosia, ft,
proposj.g rhe bnllianr h,vpolhesis of LucÆNBrLr.
i94. As 1àr as we knolr laman ànd ladnana âre for
rhe,{syriaûs §\'o distinct toponyms, and the docu
ments offer no defuntivc ârgumenlsforserring âpar.
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56. gi(rid)) mÈÿ 1uga1'"'Ia ,le sii Girmësu,rÂdmësù king of Tamesu,
Dâmusu kjng of Qartibadasti,
... Unasagusu king ol Lidir
P/ Bususu ki1lg of Nudâ,
in â11, 22 kings of the seâsidc,
of the fri.ldle ôl rhe se. ând ôl rhe mâinlând
seNants belonging to me,
thcir healy gifts

brought in front ol me, and kjssed my fèet.
These Lings wlth their àrmed làrces (and) .her

ships
over the land and.he sea, togerher with my arrry
I mâdc them take the way land) the 1ÿalk.

'We cannot say exactly ho» it worked: was all
the island in its entirery since the Êrst _vears,
subjectcd to Âssyriâ? Can we identii the
''ser.en kings oftheland of Ia a" in the Sargon
stclc with the ten kings of the land of lad
nana" in Esarhaddon's list? S/hâr happened
berween 7o9/7o7 BCE ând 67-l BCE, in pàr
ticular during Sennacherib's reign? ls it lrue
that Cypms participated in Assurbanipâ1's
er?edirion agains! Ëg)?t, or should the repe-
tition of rhe ten Cl?dot nâmes in the 1âst

document be seen .just âs a propâgândistic
enpedientl At rhe moment *'e do not have a
deûnitivc ânsrl er.

We can hou-er.er inÈr from the examined
documenrs, whar kind of goods rhe island
provided to the Assvrian pâlâces, in â1most
lwo occasions âs tribule/forced gifts: as àl-
ready said, thel' are metals, wood, and build
ing stones. As aheady noticed, these goods
âre of the same f.ind (and often of the same
qualiry and workmanship) as the goods thar
Assyriâ obtained in â fàr greater amount {iom
.\e Phoerucran. 5y i"n "1d P"le.riflan ( []c..
We should now !ry to understand how these
goods and commodities concretelv reached
the Àssyrian capitâls, and in which propor
ton heClpr or good.uhic' enre-Fd \.\.-iJ
came as tribute and not as rrading goods.

'r i( ob..ou\ lo ob.er \e d-dr c)pru. 5 "n r.
land, and Assyria, on the contrary was a ter
restrial empire:this ishoNever â key point too
often neglecred. Reading the Àssynan docu'

97. IDa mr r ru lugâ] *'QtLt h bt1 da-al ti
58. rU ndrdgrr ri1lutal"'Ii di ir
59. IP./BI ÿ rrr lugâl ""Nu re e

60. Èu.nigin 22 lugâl.mei it]' a bi tdm-.i1\
û . 1I,tînb, tam-tim u ni-bd-li
62. arad.mes dagllpa 71i i,?

63. ta narld !1it nt ka bit ti

64. ilt t ndb ri ia ii. i,,t 11im nd û na dîii qu git-id
65. 1uga1.me§ id-a+nrfl d-di e-m*qi"in-n1l

limâ.mei ii nl
66. itfitam tim rdbalif ti erim.hi.a ù1

67. 1Lt-b! ÿi'à,-ntL'n-rn-a§'àiÈr -r -ri

Heft agâin is registercd an offering ofgilis,
wirhou! derails, and much more important
the participâtion of the 22 kings" to the Às
5) rdn càrnPargn dgq.n5t I g) pt. Llu. pdrniip"
tion included probably the supplying of pro-
visions ând ships, and it certifred the loyalty
o .he S) ro-Dr'e.rin rn "rea ro he 'e$ ki_S
(Assurbânipâ1 câme to the throüe in 669
BCE) âgainst Egpt, the usual enemy of Às-
syriâ, after rhe troubles in this âreâ that As
surbanipal's lather Esarhaddon encountered
in the lâst yeârs of his 1ifè."

In our last document the "gifrs" offcrcd !o
the Assyriân Ling âre indicated by the term
tîmort (.1. 63. ta-ru1r-tt1-ÿi-fl1i), that is "gifC' in
its proper sense: §ith this term \vere usually
indicated the donations of goods and arte-
facts offered to the Àssyriân Ling by inde
pendenr lands, wishing to attract lhe benevo-
lence of Àssyriâ and to maintain a mutual
peaceful attitLrde (lor example, the âlready
meûtioned offering of Gyges of Lydiâ).
Sometimes, hou-ever, are indicated as rAmrlltü
(or its properly ÀssFiân form, haftl7tu,l also

rhe offerings of gifts made in the face of the
coming Àssyriân arm)', through Èar or *.ith
the âim of demonstrating fldelity. This \ÿas
exactllr the situation referred to in the Sargon
stele, and this is probably the situâtior we
should imagine in Assurbanipal's text.

Direct terituàl eÿidence goes rhis fâr. Whât
can we jnler lrom itl Cqrus rvas surell dur-
ing a cer rJin period. r \r..a' l.-d ol A.<1-ia.

1 See about this Borro 1990, pp. 78 82.
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ments concerning the imperiâ1 er?ansion lve empire tothe Levantine coast andfurrher, rhe
notice, since the lxtr'c. BCE. a grea! empha Assyrians gained access to â greâr vâdety of
sis on the Sea oî lhe Setting Sun (thar is, the goods and artefacts, which were not only ap
Medilerraneâfl) given as the western limit of preciated objects of tribute, but âlso vâluabie
the world.r'z Frcm the lx'r' to the end oi the products imported into the central regions of
Vlllir'c. B C E the increasing lamiliaritv of the lhe empire.ra
Àsslrians wirh the Levântine ârea does nor \À/ith rhis in mind, we should consider the
obliterâte the idea of the Mediterranean as a textLral evidence relating ro the diplomatic
limit, better as lhe westcrn limit of the rapports befween the Assl,rian kings and rhe
empire. It is only with Sargon II and his Phoeniciân cities. Without prerension of
successors that ihe Medirerrâneân is (almost completeness, let me mention the X ,h Nim
theoretically) crossed and, as in lhe câse of rud Letrer,,' relating ro the er?loitation of
Cyprus, subdued. Sargon knows the Greeks the Lebanon lorests (probably lrom the reign
(probably, the Greeks of Cilicia) and frghts ofTiglath pileser [t), and the rrealvberween
agalns! themt during his reign the knowledge Esarhaddon and Baal of Tyre36 as the step
of fâr countries such as Crete gains a place in points ro à discusston oi tËe Assyrian influ
Assyrian geographical erudition, giving às à ence on rhe phoedcian econom'l The inter-
result lhe controversiâl literary compendium pretarion of these key documents is lar ftom
known as Thd ceogïa?i9/ of Sa:rgon of Akkaà." umform: rher are usually rcgarded as proof

Horv could rhe Assvriâns cross lhe seâ, Iight of the pârticular sratus of the phoeniciân
the Greeks and 'drew them out of the sea... cities vrithin the empire, due ro their special
like a fish", and finâlly conquer C]?rus ând role in internationâl trâde to\À?rd the West;i7
erect â stele there? Probably §ith the great someone, however (as, lor exàmple, Moshe
and well-organ2ed fleets ol the coastal re- Elat)r3 underlines the âspects of coetcion and
gion.Itis wirh the dominâiion ând subjecrion the one-wây âpproach of the Àssyrians to the
of the Phoeniciân cities tha! the Àssyriâns economic potential of phoeniciâ.
finâlly obtained the kcy ro the unknown i shall not discuss now the very complex
Medlterrâneân world. Their perception of problem of the Assydan presence à1d influ
this new horizon was lounded on r\vo as e11ce in the West, particulâr1y in phoenicia. I
pects; first of allin our documents is emphâ would just remêrk thar the insertion of
sized the militâry aspect: we teâd roval and Cyprus in this context seems very reason-
ânnalistic inscriptions âbout conquests, sub- able.3t Apart ftom the political and historical
jections, extension of rhe empire, world do lills between C).prus and phoenicia (the
minion, spoils ând tributes. Much less em, Phoenician colony of Kition, the relevâût
phàsized in our sources, but probably of the Phoenicianpresence in the Âmathous region,
sâme or even greater importance, was the rhe stil1pârtially unexplored connections be
ecoflomic âspect: with the extension of the t\reen Salamis ând phoenicia, etc.), C]prus is

rr \]LrÀRD 2ooo. TÀDMoR 1999 Ori rhe Geog
raphÿ ofsârgon of Àkkad" sce HoRorïrz 1998- pp.

ra The econoflic, rriburâry md diplomâric as
pects of thc cùcu1âtion ofgoods in the ancient Near
Easi are normaly stictly interrelared, and thcir
preseDrarion ln rhe documents is ofteD ideologicàIy
oliented: see about this LrÿERANr 1979 and LrvlRÀ
NI1990,pp.24o 266,withàfocusonrheLareBro]rze
Age situafion, but with general observârioDs rhar
are tu11y raluable lol the Iron Àge as well. For â

presentation of rhe Neo-Assÿrian idburary sysrem

^Jri"nre.ed,rr- l.e \.Lremctud ,"1 ,g" i7.
rlon, with a pàrilcr ar artention o. rhe association
of ributes ànd gifts, see ZaccAcNrNr 1989.

r5 SÀccs zoo1, pp. 155-158: ND 225 = NL 12.

' P",p ,, .u\r!\.8 ,o88.pp r4-r..-.<
r7 Forex. FRÀN(IN§TtrN 1979, KEsr.voNr 1983,

BIsI r9q. The besr syrrhesis ar rime in RAD\IR
2oo4i see also, ln rhe sâmc roltme, SouMnr zooaj3 Erer r99ri see also L,rrurRrffrs 1995, pp. 216

, PosrcnrE 1979, pp.198 r99.
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presented iD our sources aS â commercial
p.rr rnr r o-Pl-uÊniii" npdrricul"r.rnrlu:pe
riod, Tyre), providing the phoeniciâns wirh
exdclr) .he sàme good: lhp \.5\ia-.üerein
terested in, metals ând leood (for ex., rhe
well-known Ezekiel's Lâmentâtion on Tyre
mentions cypress wood conring lrom
Clprus: Ez. 2z 6).a0 If C)?rus reatly partici
oat"d in As.r rbanioal'. erpedil.on again.l
Eg}?r in 667 BCE, we should also consider
rLe milirJl .rnd srraregrc,l ,-k. ihd( Johed'he nr,o areas. n prrricul,j- ds r.grr.l. r g)?r.
In this lielditis evident rhat the goods rÈAs-
syrians \'ere most inrerested in were ships,
and eventually rhe relâted sli11 workers
(sailors, ship builders, etc., as a passage in Sen
nacherib's Ànnals reminds us).rr

It is rhen lh.ough Phoeniciâ thar rhe Assyr
ian. reached C,v?ru,. dno ir i. r-hrougl rÎe
same way thât theÿ continued to receive the
donations and eventually the supporr of the
C)?riot kings for rheir milirâry enrerprises. I
would not saÿ that every contact between
Clprus and Assyriâ pâssed necessârly
rhIough phoedciâ, but it is cvidenr rlar rhe
t\,ÿo âreas rvere cleatlyjoined in rhe imperial
view of the wesrern limits: all our ter(rual ev
'den.p mendo r rogFrher lhe p.oenirir.l,
Sy an ard Palesriniân kings lvith the CIr.iot
ones. Also a pârt1cu1âr monument such tlte
Sargnn .1s1s. u\ch .hor'd gire . . d pàr lcu
lar view of the Assydân perception of
riprus lirk. sLrirr 1 Lhe.ubmis..on o' rhe ].
land to Sargon's campaigns in thelvest \iith,
out considedng thât ir is in rhe areâ of the
phoenician colony of Kition that the stele
was erected. Giveû this e\,idence, and the hy
pulhelj,rl .eio-5trLcr,on ot' the .iruarion
that I have prcposed, $,e could assuûe lhât
the C]?rior subjecrion ro Asq, â, sealed by
the occâsional sending of gifts and (maybe)
co-operatioû in Assyrian militar], activity had

10 About this poinr ànd other eÿidence sce L,vr-
p \\rr,,nr z{,, \u\ \. aoo \e r \oBr\. oor p r-

pp rjô I E Tre tr,Kr \rr
192,1, p 7:l ll. 5z 61: '...1ü.n1cskurHdrn[lbnr,
'8(b; ia.ra \n P,Engr-d ler.

,a.. ô " c pi: . I,a 't ,h .b.aü . -)F .,. tu mà td
mei ''Sx/,adi 60 ","9}àt,n na di kû tantlnd

è: r re.. -t Lhe é. Lhorized .n.e-non oI'( )]]rL.
in â speciÊc areâ, whose strategic value was
based lor rhe Àss)'dans on irs economic yitâl
iry C1?rus surelv contributed, \ùith its forests
ând irs copper ores, to the continous flux of
rau rareri"l. dire.Led r,, rLe A.s,r"r rapr-
tals; the producrion of arrelacts like silver
decorated bowls or wood and ivory iuxury
8ood5 $,r5 a.othcr.pecraLq ol rhe r lpnor
e.onom) *ell .rpD'e.irl, d b1 rhç 4r.r,,rnr.
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