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ENTROPY-DISSIPATIVE DISCRETIZATION
OF NONLINEAR DIFFUSION EQUATIONS
AND DISCRETE BECKNER INEQUALITIES

CLAIRE CHAINAIS-HILLATRET, ANSGAR JUNGEL, AND STEFAN SCHUCHNIGG

ABSTRACT. The time decay of fully discrete finite-volume approximations of porous-
medium and fast-diffusion equations with Neumann or periodic boundary conditions is
proved in the entropy sense. The algebraic or exponential decay rates are computed ex-
plicitly. In particular, the numerical scheme dissipates all zeroth-order entropies which
are dissipated by the continuous equation. The proofs are based on novel continuous and
discrete generalized Beckner inequalities. Furthermore, the exponential decay of some
first-order entropies is proved in the continuous and discrete case using systematic inte-
gration by parts. Numerical experiments in one and two space dimensions illustrate the
theoretical results and indicate that some restrictions on the parameters seem to be only
technical.

1. INTRODUCTION

This paper is concerned with the time decay of fully discrete finite-volume solutions to
the nonlinear diffusion equation

(1) w=AW’) inQ, t>0, u(-,0)=uy inQ,

and with the relation to discrete generalized Beckner inequalities. Here, 3 > 0 and £ C R¢
(d > 1) is a bounded domain. When g > 1, (1) is called the porous-medium equation,
describing the flow of an isentropic gas through a porous medium [35]. Equation (1) with
£ < 1 is referred to as the fast-diffusion equation, which appears, for instance, in plasma
physics with 5 = $ [5] or in semiconductor theory with 0 < § < 1 [26]. We impose
homogeneous Neumann boundary conditions

(2) Vw’)-v=0 ondQ, t>0,
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where v denotes the unit normal exterior vector to 02, or multiperiodic boundary con-
ditions (i.e. Q equals the torus T?). Let us denote by m the Lebesgue measure in R¢ or
R?~1; we assume for simplicity that m(2) = 1. For existence and uniqueness results for
the porous-medium equation in the whole space or under suitable boundary conditions, we
refer to the monograph [35].

In the literature, there exist many numerical schemes for nonlinear diffusion equations
related to (1). Numerical techniques include (mixed) finite-element methods [1, 15, 33],
finite-volume approximations [19, 32], high-order relaxation ENO-WENO schemes [11],
or particle methods [30]. In these references, also stability and numerical convergence
properties are proved.

The preservation of the structure of diffusion equations is a very important property
of a numerical scheme. For instance, ideas employed for hyperbolic conservation laws
were extended to degenerate diffusion equations, like the porous-medium equation, which
may behave like hyperbolic ones in the regions of degeneracy [31]. Positivity-preserving
schemes for nonlinear fourth-order equations were thoroughly investigated in the context of
lubrication-type equations [3, 37] and quantum diffusion equations [25]. Entropy-consistent
finite-volume finite-element schemes for the fourth-order thin-film equation were suggested
by Griin and Rumpf [22]. For quantum diffusion models, an entropy-dissipative relaxation-
type finite-difference discretization was investigated by Carrillo et al. [9]. Furthermore,
entropy-dissipative schemes for electro-reaction-diffusion systems were derived by Glitzky
and Gértner [20]. However, it seems that there does not exist any systematic study on
entropy-dissipative discretizations for (1) and the time decay of their discrete solutions.

Our first aim is to prove that the finite-volume scheme for (1)-(2), defined in (30),
dissipates the discrete versions of the functionals

(3) Ealu] = ai1 (/Quaﬂdx— </Qudx)a+1>,

1
(@) Falul = / Va2 Pdz, a0,
Q

In fact, we will prove (algebraic or exponential) convergence rates at which the discrete
functionals converge to zero as t — oo. We call E, a zeroth-order entropy and F,, a first-
order entropy. The functional F} is known as the Fisher information, used in mathematical
statistics and information theory [16]. Our analysis of the decay rates of the entropies will
be guided by the entropy-dissipation method. An essential ingredient of this technique is a
functional inequality relating the entropy to the entropy dissipation [2, 8]. For the diffusion
equation (1), this relation is realized by the Beckner inequality [4].

The entropy-dissipation method was applied to (1) in the whole space to prove the decay
of the solutions to the asymptotic self-similar profile in, e.g., [10, 12]. The convergence
towards the constant steady state on the one-dimensional torus was proved in [7]. However,
we are not aware of general entropy decay estimates for solutions to (1) to the constant
steady state, even in the continuous case. The reason might be that generalizations to the
Beckner inequality, needed to relate the entropy dissipation to the entropy, are missing. As
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our second aim, we prove these generalized Beckner inequalities and provide some decay
estimates for E, and F, along trajectories of (1).

This paper splits into two parts. The first part is concerned with the proof of generalized
Beckner inequalities and the decay rates for the continuous case. The second—and main—
part is the “translation” of these results to an implicit Euler finite-volume discretization
of (1). In the following, we summarize our main results.

The first result is the proof of the generalized Beckner inequality

® s ([ 1117700)" < Cato. 19 o

where f € H'(Q) and 0 < ¢ < 2, pg > 1. In the case ¢ = 2, we require that %— % <p<l.
The constant C(p, q) > 0 only depends on p, ¢, and the constant of the Poincaré-Wirtinger
inequality (see Lemma 2 for details). The usual Beckner inequality [4] is recovered for
g = 2; see Remark 3 for a comparison of related Beckner inequalities in the literature.
The proof is elementary and only employs the Poincaré-Wirtinger inequality. By using a
discrete version of this inequality (see [6]), the proof can be easily “translated” to derive

the discrete generalized Beckner inequality

PR ( / |f|1/”dx) < Gp D1
Q Q

where f is a function which is constant on each cell of the finite-volume triangulation 7 of
Q and | - |12.7 is the discrete H'-seminorm; see Section 3.1 and Lemma 12 for details.

The second result is the time decay of the entropies E, and F,, along trajectories of (1).
Differentiating E,[u(t)] with respect to time and employing the Beckner inequality (5), we
show for 5 > 1 that

dE,
dt

where C' > 0 depends on «, 5, and Cg(p,q). By a nonlinear Gronwall inequality, this
implies the algebraic decay of u(t) to equilibrium in the entropy sense; see Theorem 5. If
the solution is positive and 0 < o < 1, the above inequality becomes

dE,
dt

which results in an exponential decay rate; see Theorem 6.

The first-order entropies F,[u(t)] decay exponentially fast (for positive solutions) for all
(cr, B) lying in the strip —2 < a — 24 < 1 (one-dimensional case) or in the region My,
which is illustrated in Figure 1 below (multi-dimensional case); see Theorems 7 and 8. The
proof is based on systematic integration by parts [23]. In order to avoid boundary integrals
arising from the iterated integrations by parts, these results are valid only if Q = T
Notice that all these results are new.

The third—and main—result is the “translation” of the continuous decay rates to the
finite-volume approximation. We obtain the same results for a discrete version of E, in
Theorems 14 (algebraic decay) and 15 (exponential decay). The situation is different for

[u(t)] < CE,u(t)]et?/eh ¢ > g,

()] < Cluo) Ealu(t)], t>0,
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the first-order entropies F,,. The reason is that it is very difficult to “translate” the iterated
integrations by parts to iterated summations by parts since there is no discrete nonlinear
chain rule. For the zeroth-order entropies, this is done by exploiting the convexity of the
mapping = — 1. For the first-order entropies, we employ the concavity of the discrete
version of dF,, /dt with respect to the time approximation parameter. We prove in Theorem
16 that for 1 < a < 2 and 8 = «/2, the discrete first-order entropy is monotone (multi-
dimensional case) and decays exponentially fast (one-dimensional case). We stress the fact
that this is the first result in the literature on the decay of discrete first-order entropies.

Throughout this paper, we assume that the solutions to (1) are smooth and positive
such that we can perform all the computations and integrations by parts. In particular,
we avoid any technicalities due to the degeneracy (5 > 1) or singularity (f < 1) in (1).
Most of our results can be generalized to nonnegative weak solutions by using a suitable
approximation scheme but details are left to the reader.

The paper is organized as follows. In Section 2, we investigate the continuous case.
We prove two novel generalized Beckner inequalities in Section 2.1, the algebraic and
exponential decay of E,[u] in Section 2.2, and the exponential decay of F,[u] in Section
2.3. The discrete situation is analyzed in Section 3. After introducing the finite-volume
scheme in Section 3.1, the algebraic and exponential decay rates for the discrete version of
E,[u] is shown in Section 3.3, and the exponential decay of the discrete version of F,[u]
is proved in Section 3.4. In Section 4, we illustrate the theoretical results by numerical
experiments in one and two space dimensions. They indicate that some of the restrictions
on the parameters (a, ) seem to be only technical. In the appendix, a discrete nonlinear
Gronwall lemma and some auxiliary inequalities are proved.

2. THE CONTINUOUS CASE

It is convenient to analyze first the continuous case before extending the ideas to the
discrete situation. We prove new convex Sobolev inequalities and algebraic and exponential
decay rates of the solutions to (1).

2.1. Generalized Beckner inequalities. We assume in this subsection that Q C R¢
(d > 1) is a bounded domain such that the Poincaré-Wirtinger inequality

(6) 1f = Fllzz@) < CrIV fllzze)

for all f € H'(Q2) holds, where f = m(Q)™" [, fdz and Cp > 0 only depends on d and
Q). This is the case if, for instance, 2 has the cone property [29, Theorem 8.11] or if 0f2 is
locally Lipschitz continuous [36, Theorem 1.3.4]. Suppose that m(€2) = 1 (to shorten the
proof). Before stating our main result, we prove the following lemma.

Lemma 1 (Generalized Poincaré-Wirtinger inequality). Let 0 < ¢ < 2 and f € H'(Q).
Then

(7) 11720y < CEIV T2y + 11700y
holds, where Cp > 0 is the constant of the Poincaré-Wirtinger inequality (6).
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Proof. Let first 1 < g < 2. The Poincaré-Wirtinger inequality (6)

(8) 112 — 11220y = I = Flli2) < CRIV T2
together with the Holder inequality leads to
(9) Hf”L2 < CJQDHVme @ T HfHLq

Here we use the assumption m(Q2) = 1. Since ¢/2 < 1, it follows that

/2
1172y < (CRUVAZ2@) + 1 Ze@)™ < CRIVF G20y + 1|70

which equals (7).
Next, let 0 < ¢ < 1. We claim that

(10) a?? — a1 < (o — b)Y? for all a > b > 0.
Indeed, setting ¢ = b/a, this inequality is equivalent to
1772 <(1-0)¥? forall0<c<1.

The function g(c) = 1 — ¢'79%2 — (1 — ¢)%? for ¢ € [0,1] satisfies g(0) = g(1) = 0 and
g"(c) = (¢/2)(1 — q/2)(c1=92 + (1 — ¢)¥*72) > 0 for ¢ € (0,1), which implies that
g(c) <0, proving (10). Applying (10) to a = || f[|72q) and b = || f||7: g, and using (8), we
find that

2(g—1 - /2
(1) W — 1A I < (1 320y = 113 0) ™ < CRIV llE2q

In order to get rid of the L' norm, we employ the interpolation inequality

(12) [RAIFRIESY /lf! 1 de < [ f 1 oo 1 1200y

where 0 = ¢/(2 —¢) < 1. Since (2 —¢q)f =g and (2 — ¢)(1 — 6) = 2(1 — q), (11) becomes
HquL2(Q) o HquLq( < OI%HVJCHH Q)

which is the desired inequality. O

Lemma 2 (Generalized Beckner inequality I). Let d > 1,0 < ¢ < 2, pg > 1 or q = 2,

1,
1-1<p<1(0<p<1ifd<?2), andlet f € H'(Q). Then the genemlzzed Beclmer

mequalzty

(13) s ([ 1517a0) " < Coto. 9 1

holds, where

2(pg — 1)Ch

Cp(p.a) = ———

ifg<2, Cg(p,2)=Cp ifqg=2,

and Cp > 0 is the constant of the Poincaré-Wirtinger inequality (6).
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Remark 3. The case ¢ = 2 corresponds to the usual Beckner inequality [4]

l/lﬂ%w—-(/lﬂ”%m) < Csp. DIV [y
Q Q

where 1 < r = 2p < 2. It is shown in [14] that the constant Cz(p,2) can be related to the
lowest positive eigenvalue of a Schrodinger operator if €2 is convex. On the one-dimensonal
torus, the generalized Beckner inequality (13) for p > 0 and 0 < ¢ < 2 has been derived
in [7]. In the multi-dimensional situation, the special case p = 2/q was proved in [13]. In
this work, it was also shown that (13) with ¢ > 2 and p = 2/¢q cannot be true unless the
Lebesgue measure dx is replaced by the Dirac measure. In the limit pg — 1, (13) leads to
a generalized logarithmic Sobolev inequality (see (15) below). If ¢ = 2 in this limit, the
usual logarithmic Sobolev inequality [21] is obtained. O

Proof of Lemma 2. Let first ¢ = 2. Then the Beckner inequality is a consequence of the
Poincaré-Wirtinger inequality (6) and the Jensen inequality:

012:»||Vf||%2(9) > f - ]FH%?(Q) = ||f||%2(9) - ||f||2L1(Q) = /Qdex - (/Q |f|2/rd$> )

where 1 — % <r<2(0<r<2ifd<2). The lower bound for r ensures that the

embedding H'(Q) — L?"(Q) is continuous. The choice p = r/2 € [ — 1 1] yields the
formulation (13).

Next, let 0 < g < 2. The first part of the proof is inspired by the proof of Proposition
2.2 in [13]. Taking the logarithm of the interpolation inequality

o(r —0(r
1Nz < IS0 A2
where ¢ <r <2 and 0(r) = q(2 — r)/(r(2 q)), gives

1
:;log/\f\rdx lg/]f]qd log/\f| dr < 0.
Q

The function F' : [¢,2] — R is nonpositive, differentiable and F(q) = 0. Therefore,
F'(q) <0, which equals

1 1 -
—?mﬁuwmw(/vwﬂ [ 1517108l
+6'(q ( log/]f| dx——log/|f\qu)_

We multiply this inequality by ¢* [, | f|?dz to obtain

!fl ||f||L2(Q)
14 7] )
( ) / ‘f’ Og g Hf” ||fHLq(Q HfHLq(Q
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Then, we employ Lemma 1 and the inequality log(z + 1) < z for z > 0 to infer that

111220 CLIV 11420
171, 1ngH i ._|uu%qmlm; _TDTZZSL‘ +1| <OLIVFLa0g

Combining this inequality and (14), we conclude the generalized logarithmic Sobolev in-
equality

|f19 < 20
1 (II q2
( 5) / |f‘ O v7ng HfHLq Q) 2 — qHVfHL ()

The generalized Beckner inequality (13) is derived by extending slightly the proof of [27,
Corollary 1]. Let

G(r) = rlog/ \f|Y"dx, r>1.
Q

The function G is twice differentiable with

_ alr - alr afrg.. 4 a/r
(/mdﬂ ([ 1srasios [ \sprae = [ 1gi ol slac )
—2 2
" _ q/r T q/r r q/r 20y — q/r T _
" (/ f d) (/Qm d /Q|f| (log |))%d </Q|f| log ||d ))

The Cauchy-Schwarz inequality shows that G”(r) > 0, i.e., G is convex. Consequently,

r = €% is also convex and r +— H(r) = — (e — 1)) /(r — 1) is nonincreasing on
(1, 00), which implies that
. q /1
H(r) <limH(t) = |f| log ———
i e ™

This inequality is equivalent to

1 I
Uy — q/rd 1]
(16) r—1 </Q|f| ) (/Q|f| x) ) /|f| TS Hf”m(ﬂ)

Combining this inequality and the generalized logarithmic Sobolev inequality (15), it fol-

lows that 2r— 1) .
" no
[t ( [1ear) <2 yopy,

for all 0 < ¢ < 2 and r > 1. Setting p := r/q, this proves (13) for all pg =r > 1. O

For the proof of exponential decay rates, we need the following variant of the Beckner
inequality.

Lemma 4 (Generalized Beckner inequality IT). Let 0 < q < 2, pq > 1 and f € H'(Q).
Then

(17 11t [ 1rtode = ([ 1£1700) ") < Cotp a9 1o
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where
q(pqg — 1)C3
Cx(p,q) = 2—q
(pg—1)C%  if0<qg<l1.

Proof. By (14), it holds that for all 0 < ¢ < 2,

]f| ||f||L2(Q)
7]
1110 e — 17 5 g8z -

Then, for ¢ > 1, the Poincare—ertmger inequality in the version (9) and the inequality
log(z + 1) <z for x > 0 yield

if 1 <q <2,

1£1122q ||Vf||%z<

18) 1FI1% 0 on log mmm— < || £|% 4 0n log | CF—" < Chll TV £z

L(Q) 2 La(Q) PTrI2 L3(
T e

Taking into account (16), the conclusion follows for ¢ > 1.
Let 0 < ¢ < 1. Suppose that the following inequality holds:

2
(19) £ + TCI%”foLZ — Ifllz2() = 0

This implies that, by (16) and for r = pq,

/Q \fltda ( / ] dx) < BL 20 g o
(pq—l)q ¢ e [2 —Q)C?o IV 720
==y Ml Og< 0 Mo

< (pg — DCRIV fllZ20) 1 £l Tacer

which shows the desired Beckner inequality.
It remains to prove (19). For this, we employ the Poincaré-Wirtinger inequality (8)

CEIVF Iz = If 2@ = 11 e)
and the interpolation inequality (12) in the form

2/6 2(0—1)/6 q
1 ey = 112 I £ ey 0 = et

to obtain

2—q
11 Zagq) + TC?DIIVfII%z(m — I fllz2()

2/6 2(0— 1 2 — q 2 — q
> I 112 (T - 1) 1B = 220
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We interpret the right-hand side as a function G of || f|3, 11 Then, setting A = ||f||L2(Q

G(y) _ yl/GAlfl/O + 2(1 - Q)A . 2—q

Y

q q
1 1o 2—q
G/(y) _ 5y1/9 lAl 1/6 ; ’
1/1 —9 1—
G//(y) — 5 <5 . 1) y1/9 2A1 1/6 Z O,

Therefore, G is a convex function which satisfies G(A) = 0 and G’(A) = 0. This implies
that G is a nonnegative function on R* and in particular, G(|| f H%I(Q)) > 0. This proves

(19), completing the proof. O

2.2. Zeroth-order entropies. Let u be a smooth solution to (1)-(2) and let uy € L>®(£2),
infg ug > 0 in Q. By the maximum principle, 0 < infg ug < u(t) < supg up in Q for ¢ > 0.
First, we prove algebraic decay rates for E,[u], defined in (3).

Theorem 5 (Polynomial decay for E,). Let &« > 0 and 8 > 1. Let u be a smooth solution
to (1)-(2) and uy € L>®(2) with infquy > 0. Then
1

Ea[u(t)] < (Clt—F CQ)(a+1)/(671)> t> 07

where

(a+p8)/(a+1)
Oy = 40‘5(6 — 1) a+1 : Cy = E[uo]—(ﬁ—l)/(a—i-l)’
(a+1)(a+B)* \Cs(p,q)

and Cp(p,q) > 0 is the constant in the Beckner inequality for p = (o + 8)/2 and q =
2(a+1)/(a+ B).

Proof. We apply Lemma 2 with p = (o« + )/2 and ¢ = 2(a+1)/(a+ /). The assumptions
on o and 3 guarantee that 0 < ¢ < 2 and pg > 1. Then, with f = u(*t9)/2

1 a+1 Cy( p (a+1)/(a+p)
Eylu] = /ua+1dx — /uda: < —= / |Vl tA/2 24y :

Now, computing the derivative,

dE, 4
= — / Vu® - Vulde = _—aﬁ 5 / |Vu(o‘+’8)/2|2dx
dt 0 (a+B)% Jo
(a+B)/(a+1)
_ 4ap ( a+1 ) By [u] @O/ @),
(a+B)* \Cs(p,q)
An integration of this inequality gives the assertion. O

Next, we show exponential decay rates.
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Theorem 6 (Exponential decay for E,,). Letu be a smooth solution to (1)-(2), 0 < a <1,
>0, ug € L*(Q) with infquy > 0. Then

E,[u(t)] < EjJugle™, t>0.

The constant A 1s given by

A=

daf3 . B—1
Co(t(a+1).2)(a+1) inf(ue ) = 0,

for 8 >0 and

_ 4af(a+1) I Hﬁ—l

Ol ot g @
for B> 1. Here, Cp(3(a+1),2) and Cy(p,q) are the constants in the Beckner inequalities
(13) and (17), respectively, with p = (o + f)/2 and ¢ =2(a + 1)/(a + 3).

Proof. Let 8 > 0. We compute

dza _ _(a4j_451)2 / uﬁ—l‘vu(a+l)/2’2dx
Q@

By the Beckner inequality (13) with p = (o + 1)/2, q=2,and f =u")/2 we find that
E, 4
dEq < - af inf(ul ") E,,
dt Ce(p,2)(a+1) @

and Gronwall’s lemma proves the claim. The restriction p < 1 in Lemma 2 is equivalent
to o < 1.

Next, let 3 > 1. By Lemma 4, with p = (a+3)/2, ¢ = 2(a+1)/(a+3), and f = ule+5/2,
it follows that

a+1
lull Fots (/Quaﬂdl"— (/Q Udfc) ) < Cx(p, q)/QIVu(“+B)/2l2d$-

Hence, we can estimate

dE, _ _ﬂ/ a2y < _d0B@+D) lullgmts g
a8 o ST @B Cplpg)
daf(a+ 1) ol g,

(@482 Cng)

and Gronwall’s lemma gives the conclusion. Note that in the last step of the inequality we
used that ||U||La+1(Q) Z ||U||L1(Q) = ||UO||L1(Q). Ul

Equ]

Eqlul,
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2.3. First-order entropies. In this section, we consider the diffusion equation (1) on the
torus = T¢. We prove the exponential decay for the first-order entropies (4).

Theorem 7 (Exponential decay of F,, in one space dimension). Let u be a smooth solution
to (1) on the one-dimensional torus Q = T. Let uy € L®() with infquy > 0 and let
a, >0 satisfy —2 < a— 26 < 1. Then
Eo[u(t)] < Fulugle™, 0<t<T,
where 5
A= o inf(ug™ ) inf(ui ™) 20,y =Z(a+f-1),

where Cp > 0 is the Poincaré constant in (6).

Proof. We extend slightly the entropy construction method of [23]. The time derivative of
the entropy reads as

dF, «

7 EA(UQ/Q)m(ua/2_lut)xdx = —%/Q(UO‘/Z)mua/2_1(u5)mdx

o?f atp—1 (& 4 o 2 2
= | ((5-1)B-veb+(5+8-2) & +¢)dn,
where we introduced v u

gG:_7 SL:_-

u u
This integral is compared to

72 T qY
Q 4 Ja 2

where, compared to the method of [23], v # 0 gives an additional degree of freedom in the
calculations. In the one-dimensional situation, there is only one relevant integration-by-
parts rule:

0= /(ua+5_4ui)mdx = / ua+ﬂ_1((a + B —4)E5 + 35%5,;) dx.
Q Q

We introduce the polynomials

(20) So(&) = (5 1) B-Veh+ (5 +8-2) e+,
(1) Do) = (3 -1) e+ (- 2ets + €4,

T() = (a+ B — 4)€ + 3€2&L,
where & = (&g, &). We wish to show that there exist numbers ¢, v € R (7 # 0) and x > 0
such that
S(&) = So(&) + T (€) — kDy(€) >0 for all £ € R?.
The polynomial S can be written as S(§) = a1&% + a2é2&r + (1 — k)&, where

a; = —i(fy — 2%k + (a+ B —4)c+ %(a —-2)(B-1),
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1
as = —(v—2)k +3c+ 5(&—1—2@—4).

Therefore, the maximal value for x is kK = 1. Let kK = 1. Then we need to eliminate the
mixed term £4¢. The solution of ay = 0 is given by ¢ = —é(a + 2 — 27v), which leads to

al:_i (’y—g(a—i—ﬁ—l)) —%(a—Qﬁ—l)(a—QﬁjLQ).

Choosing v = (a4 — 1) to maximize a1, we find that a; > 0 and hence S(¢) > 0 if and
only if -2 < a—24<1.
Using the Poincaré inequality (6) and the maximum principle, we obtain

dFa 2 2
Mo _ o0 w8y (&) da = -~ ut (S () + eT'(€))dx
di 1/, 1,
2 2
< OB [ yespyedn = ~ 08 [ s @22
4 Ja 7 Ja
2
<-27 it @) [ de
Y Qx(0,00) Q
< —ﬁ inf (ud™PN [ (W) da
- 4203 o ° 0 z
< _2 inf (w7 inf (ul ") F,.
— 0123 Q 0 Q 0 @
For the last inequality, we use that (u?/?), = 2u7=*)/2(4*/2), which cancels out the ratio
a?/4%. An application of the Gronwall’s lemma finishes the proof. O

We turn to the multi-dimensional case.

Theorem 8 (Exponential decay of F, in several space dimensions). Let u be a smooth
solution to (1) on the torus Q@ = T¢. Let ug € L>°(Q) with infqug > 0 and let

(a,8) € My={(a,B) eR*: (2 =20+ 28 —d+ ad)(4 — 48 — 2d + ad + 28 + 23d) > 0
and (o — 28 — 1)(a — 28+ 2) < 0}

(see Figure 1). Then there exists A > 0, depending on «, 5, d, ug, and € such that
Fulu(t)] < EuJugle™, t>0.

Proof. The time derivative of the first-order entropy becomes
dF,
(22) = —g/ua/QlA(uaﬂ)A(uﬁ)daz = —— [ w1 Sydr,
dt 2 Ja 4 Jq

where Sy is defined in (20) with the (scalar) variables (¢ = |Vu|/u, & = Au/u. We
compare this integral to

2
/ua+ﬂ71(A(u7/2))2dx: l/uanDde,
Q 1+ Ja
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FiGURE 1. Illustration of the set My, defined in Theorem 8, for d = 9.

where Dy is as in (21) and v # 0. In contrast to the one-dimensional case, we employ two
integration-by-parts rules:

O:/div (ua+54|Vu]2Vu)dx:/u°‘+51T1d9(;,
Q Q

0= / div (ua+5_3(v2u — Al) - Vu)dz = / u* P Ty d,
Q Q

where
Ty = (o + B — 4)&5 + 2banc + &L,
Ty = (a+ B = 3)éanc — (a+ B = 3)&&&L + & — &1,
and {gpe = u3Vu' V2uVu, &g = ut||V2u|. Here, ||V?u|| denotes the Frobenius norm

of the hessian.
In order to compare V?u and Au, we employ Lemma 2.1 of [24]:

1 d [(Vu'V2uVu Au\’
2ul12 > Z(Aw)? _ =)
IVZul” 2 5(Au) +d—l( Nk d)

Therefore, there exists £g € R such that
_ &

2 2
2 é_L d éGHG i 1 9 SL d 9 2
5H_aler—1(gg, d&) +5R—d+d_1§s+€R,
where we introduced &5 = gra /4 — £/d. Rewriting the polynomials 77 and Ty in terms
of £ = (§a, &1, Es, Er) € R leads to:

d
Ti() = (a+ B — 4)6h + T €kt + 26365
1—d 2 l1—d, 2 d o 2
B(§) = ——(a+ B =3)&G8 + — & +&séala+ 5 = 3) + - & + &g
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We wish to find ¢, ¢2, v € R (v # 0) and xk > 0 such that
S(€) = So(€&) + e1Ti(€) + e2To(€) — kDy(§) > 0 for all € € R™.

The polynomial S can be written as

S(€) = ar&l + ar&iér + az&] + aslils + as€d + €y, where

w=(5-1)B-D+@rs-9a- (1)~

2 2
« 2 —
aa=—+pf-24+(=-+1)cg—(a+5-3) co — (v — 2)k,
2 d d
1—-d
a3 =1+ Ccy — K,
ay = 2c; + (a+ 8 — 3)cy,
o d
a5—d_102.

We remove the variable £ by requiring that c; > 0. The remaining polyomial can be
reduced to a quadratic polynomial by setting z = £1,/&2 and y = g /&4

(23) S(z,y) > ai + agx + asx® + agy +asy*> >0 for all z, y € R.
This quadratic decision problem can be solved by employing the computer algebra system
Mathematica. The result of the command

Resolve[ForAll[{x, y}, Exists[{Cl, C2, kappa, gamma},
al + a2*x + a3*x"2 + adxy + abxy~2 >= 0 && kappa > O
&% gamma !'= 0]], Reals]

gives all (a, 3) € R? such that there exist ¢, co, ¥ € R (7 # 0) and x > 0 such that (23)
holds. This region equals the set M, defined in the statement of the theorem.
Similar to the one-dimensional case, we infer that

2 2
dFOé < _Oé ﬁ’l{ / Ua+ﬁ_lD0(€)d(L’ _ _O./ 5’% / ua+ﬁ—’7—1(Au7/2)2d‘r'
dt 4 Ja 7 Ja

Thus, proceeding as in the proof of Theorem 7 and using the identity

2 _ 2 2
/Q (Af)de = / IV f|Pde

for smooth functions f (which can be obtained by integration by parts twice), we obtain
dFa QBKZ . e —y—1\ - —Q
7 < Tz 1gf(u0+ﬁ B )Héf(ug ) Fy.

Gronwall’s lemma concludes the proof. O

Remark 9. Under the additional constraints ay = a3 = 0, we are able to solve the decision
problem (23) without the help of the computer algebra system. The solution set, however,
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is slightly smaller than My which is obtained from Mathematica without these constraints.
Indeed, we can compute ¢; and ¢y from the equations as = ag = 0 giving

01:#42<%—1+/£(1+7—04—ﬁ)), czz%.
The decision problem (23) reduces to
ay + agy +asy* >0 for all y € R.
If Kk < 1, it holds ¢; > 0 and consequently, a; > 0. Therefore, the above polynomial is
nonnegative for all y € R if it has no real roots, i.e., if
0 <daas — aj = g+ @y + @7°
for some v # 0, where (for d > 1)

d*k
=— 3d(d — 4 d+2)*) <0
P2 (d+2)2(d—1)2( ( )k + (d+ ))< ;
and qg, ¢ are polynomials depending on d, «, 3, and k. The above problem is solvable if
and only if there exist real roots, i.e. if

k(1 — K)
d+2)%(d—1)?

0<q} —4qq = ( (50 4 81K + s59K7),

where

so = —d(5d — 8) + 6d(d — 1)+ 2d(d + 2) 3 + 2(d + 2)af — (2d*> + 1)a® — (d + 2)*5?,

s1 = 2d(3d — 4) — 2d(4d — 3)a — 4d(d + 1)B + 2d(3d — 5)a + 2d(d + 1)a?

— 2d(d - 6)8,

sg = —d*(a+ B —1)%
We set f(k) = so+ 815+ 5262 We have to find 0 < x < 1 such that f(k) > 0. Since s, < 0,
this is possible if f(k) possesses two (not necessarily distinct) real roots ko and x; and if
at least one of these roots is between zero and one. Since f(1) = —(d — 1)*(a — 28)? <0,

there are only two possibilities for kg and k1: either kg <0<k <lor0 <Ky <k <1
The first case holds if f(0) = sp > 0, the second one if

(24) f(0)=s,>0, f'(1)=s1+2s <0,
(25) s7 — 4808y = —4d* (o — 28 + 2)(a — 28 — 1)(4 — 2d + da + 2d3)
X (2—d+(d—2)a+28)>0.
The set of all (a, 3) € R? fulfilling these conditions is illustrated in Figure 2. |

3. THE DISCRETE CASE

We introduce the finite-volume scheme and prove discrete versions of the generalized
Beckner inequality as well as the discrete decay rates.
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FIGURE 2. Set of all (o, ) fulfilling so > 0, (24), and (25) for d = 9.

3.1. Notations and finite-volume scheme. Let ) be an open bounded polyhedral sub-
set of R? (d > 2) with Lipschitz boundary and m(€2) = 1. An admissible mesh of § is
given by a family 7 of control volumes (open and convex polyhedral subsets of 2 with
positive measure); a family £ of relatively open parts of hyperplanes in R? which represent
the faces of the control volumes; and a family of points (x)xe7 which satisfy Definition
9.1 in [17]. This definition implies that the straight line between two neighboring centers
of cells (zk,x) is orthogonal to the edge 0 = K|L between the two control volume K and
L. For instance, triangular meshes in R? satisfy the admissibility condition if all angles
of the triangles are smaller than 7/2 [17, Examples 9.1]. Voronoi meshes in R? are also
admissible meshes [17, Examples 9.2].

We distinguish the interior faces ¢ € &, and the boundary faces o € &;. Then the
union &,y U eyt equals the set of all faces £. For a control volume K € T, we denote by
Ek the set of its faces, by &k the set of its interior faces, and by e x the set of edges
of K included in 0f).

Furthermore, we denote by d the distance in R?. We assume that the family of meshes
satisfies the following regularity requirement: There exists & > 0 such that for all K € T
and all o € &y x with o = KL, it holds

(26) d(zg,0) > €d(zk, xL).

This hypothesis is needed to apply a discrete Poincaré inequality; see Lemma 11. Intro-
ducing for o € £ the notation

d — d(.TJK,(IZL) ifoe gint; o = K’L,
7\ d(zg,0) it 0 € Eext ks

we define the transmissibility coefficient
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The size of the mesh is denoted by Azx = maxger diam(K). Let T > 0 be some final time
and Mr the number of time steps. Then the time step size and the time points are given
by, respectively, At = MLT, tF = kAt for 0 < k < Mp. We denote by D an admissible
space-time discretization of Qp = Q x (0,7") composed of an admissible mesh T of 2 and
the values At and M.

A classical finite volume scheme provides an approximate solution which is constant on
each cell of the mesh and on each time interval. Let X (7) be the linear space of functions
2 — R which are constant on each cell K € 7. We define on X(7) the discrete L? norm,
discrete WP seminorm, and discrete W' norm by, respectively,

lullogr = ( / |urpdx) v (Z m<K>|uKrp) "

KeT
1/p
m(o
ul1,p7 = ( Z dp(_l)|UK —uL\p) )
UEgint, o
oc=K|L

[ullip 7 = llwllops + [ulpT,

where u € X(T), u=ug in K € T, and 1 < p < co. The discrete entropies for u € X (T)
are defined analogously to the continuous case:

(21) Bl = —— | Y m(mugr! - <Z m<K>uK> ,

KeT KeT

1
(28) Fllu] = SR o7

We are now in the position to define the finite-volume scheme of (1)-(2). Let D be a
finite-volume discretization of 7. The initial datum is approximated by its L? projection
on control volumes:

1
29 0= uj1 here u} :—/ d
(29) u uplg, where uj &) Kuo(a:) x,

KeT

and 1y is the characteristic function on K. Then ||u°||o17 = |Juol| 1) The numerical
scheme reads as follows:
e

k
—uk
(30) m(K)KT + Z TU((UI%H)B _ (ulZJrl)ﬁ) =0,

(o) gint:

aiK|L
forall K € T and k = 0,..., My — 1. This scheme is based on a fully implicit Euler
discretization in time and a finite-volume approach for the volume variable. The Neumann
boundary conditions (2) are taken into account as the sum in (30) applies only on the
interior edges. The implicit scheme allows us to establish discrete entropy-dissipation

estimates which would not be possible with an explicit scheme.



18 C. CHAINAIS-HILLAIRET, A. JUNGEL, AND S. SCHUCHNIGG

We summarize in the next proposition the classical results of existence, uniqueness and
stability of the solution to the finite volume scheme (29)-(30).

Proposition 10. Let ug € L>®(Q), m > 0, M > 0 such that m < uy < M in Q.
Let T be an admissible mesh of Q. Then the scheme (29)-(30) admits a unique solution
(ufe) ke 0<k<my Satisfying

m<uf, <M, foral KcT,0<k< My,

Z m(K)uf = ||uolli, forall 0 <k < M.
KeT

We refer, for instance, to [17] and [18] for the proof of this proposition.

3.2. Discrete generalized Beckner inequalities. The decay properties rely on discrete
generalized Beckner inequalities which follow from the discrete Poincaré-Wirtinger inequal-
ity [6, Theorem 5]:

Lemma 11 (Discrete Poincaré-Wirtinger inequality). Let @ C R? be an open bounded
polyhedral set and let T be an admissible mesh satisfying the regularity constraint (26).
Then there exists a constant C,, > 0 only depending on d and S such that for all f € X(T),

- C
(31) 1f = Flloar < éTf72|f|1,2,7

where f = [, fdz (recall that m(Q) = 1) and £ is defined in (26).

Lemma 12 (Discrete generalized Beckner inequality 1). Let 0 < ¢ < 2, pg > 1 or g = 2
and 0 <p <1, and f € X(T). Then

pq
[1svas - ( / !f!l/”d:v> < Cp. QIf11sr

holds, where

2(pg — 1)C4 C?
Ob(p,q)—% ifq <2, Cb(p,2):?p ifq=2.

C, is the constant in the discrete Poincaré-Wirtinger inequality, and £ is defined in (26).

Proof. The proof follows the lines of the proof of Lemma 2 noting that in the discrete
(finite-dimensional) setting, we do not need anymore the lower bound on p. Indeed, if
q = 2, the conclusion results from the discrete Poincaré-Wirtinger inequality (31) and the
Jensen inequality. If ¢ < 2, let f € X (7). Then we have from (16) and (14)

Uy — 1/pq " _ ] |f1?
[ 1t (/Qm x> <a- [ 1f ox

2(pg = 1)) ¢4 s
- 1 . |
5 IF1 7108 [alEe

—
w
[\

~

IN




ENTROPY DISSIPATIVE FINITE-VOLUME SCHEME 19

We employ the discrete Poincaré-Wirtinger inequality (31),
1 G2 = 517 =I1f = Fllbor < C2¢M S or
which implies, as in the proof of Lemma 1 (see (9)), that
111527 < Coe™ 2| f Lo + 1£1 4.

After inserting this inequality into (32) to replace || f|lo27 and using log(x + 1) < z for
x > 0, the lemma follows. OJ

The following result is proved exactly as in Lemma 4 using the discrete Poincaré-
Wirtinger inequality (31) instead of (6).

Lemma 13 (Discrete generalized Beckner inequality II). Let 0 < ¢ < 2, pg > 1, and
feX(T). Then

T ( NS ( / |f|1/”d:v> ) < U)o

holds, where

—1)C?
T” if 0 < q <1,

C, is the constant in the discrete Poincaré- Wirtinger inequality, and £ is defined in (26).

3.3. Zeroth-order entropies. We prove a result which is the discrete analogue of Theo-
rem 5. Recall that the discrete entropies F2[uf] are defined in (27).

Theorem 14 (Polynomial decay of E%). Let « > 0 and 8 > 1. Let (uf)xerrso be a
solution to the finite-volume scheme (30) with infgerul > 0. Then

1

dr k
Balw] < (c1th + cp)(atD/(B-1)7 k=20,
where
-1
a+1 a—i—ﬁ 2 /0 D,q (a+8)/(a+1) N ~
o (D (BN spgagenion)

Cy = Ez[uo]f(ﬁfl)/(aﬂ)?
and Cy(p,q) for p=(a+P)/2 and ¢ =2(a+ 1)/(a+ () is defined in Lemma 12.

Proof. The idea is to “translate” the proof of Theorem 5 to the discrete case. To this end,
we use the elementary inequality y* — 22" < (a + 1)y“(y — ), which follows from the
convexity of the mapping x — "1, and scheme (30):

B Bift] = — 37 m(R) () — (b))
KeT
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< D m(E) () — uf)
KeT

<oty Y wludH (W ().
KeT o€&int,
oc=K|L
Rearranging the sum leads to
(33) Eu] = E{f) < =AY (i) = (™)) ((wih)? = @fH)7).
o gintu
GiK\L
Then, employing the inequality in Lemma 19 (see the appendix), it follows that
dafSNE
OBl S (a2 (a2

2
(a + ﬁ) Uegintv
o=K|L

Equ™'] = Eglu®] <

B daf At
(a+ )
and applying Lemma 12 with p = (o + 3)/2, ¢ = 2(a +1)/(a + B), and f = (uF+1)@+5)/2,
daBAt [ a+1 \ @D
(a+p)? (Cb(P, Q))

The discrete nonlinear Gronwall lemma (see Corollary 18 in the appendix) with

()RR 7

Eg[uk—&-l] _ E&l[uk] < Eg[uk—&-l](a—i—ﬁ)/(oz—&-l)‘

__ da Bt (a+1)(a+ﬁ)/(a+l) 7:(Jz—1—6>1
(a+8)* \Ci(p,q) 7 a+l"
implies that .
Bl < ey £ 20
where ¢; = (v — 1)/(1 + y7E%[«°]*7!). Finally, computing ¢; shows the result. O

The discrete analogue to Theorem 6 is as follows.

Theorem 15 (Exponential decay for E%). Let (uf.)xerrso be a solution to the finite-
volume scheme (30) and let 0 < a <1, 8> 0, infgerul > 0. Then

Euf < BAulle ™ k> 0.

The constant X\ is given by

daf inf ((u})”") >0,

A= C’b(%(a +1),2) (o + 1) KeT

for 8 >0, and

_ daf(a+1) HuOHBfl
Ci(p,q)(a+p)2 " 1O
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for 8 > 1. Here C{(p,q) > 0 is the constant from Lemma 13 with p = (o + £)/2 and
g=2(a+1)/(a+p).
Proof. Let a« <1 and > 0. As in the proof of Theorem 14, we find that (see (33))
E{f] = EQuf] < —ot Y m (i)™ = (™)) ((wi)? = (Wf)?).
a3
Employing Corollary 20 (see the appendix), we obtain
4aﬁAt

P = Bl < 00 3 mmin {7 )
o gm
o‘EK|tL
« ((ul;(+1)(a+1)/2 . (ui+1)(a+1)/2)2
dapAt k+1\B—1(, k+1\(a+1)/2|2
S lat1e Jnf (up" )" | (™) 12,7
daBAt
e inf (u )~ B,

- Cb(%(oa +1),2)(a+ 1) KeT

where we have used Lemma 12 with p = (o +1)/2, ¢ = 2, and f = u(**1)/2. Now, the
Gronwall lemma shows the claim.
Next, let 5 > 1. As in the proof of Theorem 14, we find that

daf At o
BAu) — B < — ol )
We apply Lemma 13 with p = (a+3)/2, ¢ = 2(a+1)/(a+ ), and f = ul®*#/2 to obtain
_dafla+1)At [ Fipertt T
Ed k+17 Ed k ,a+ Ed k+1
a[u ] a[u ] (Oé‘i‘ﬁ) C'(p, ) [ ]

4aﬁ(a+1)AtHU0Ho1T dr, k+1
(a+8)?  Cip, )E“[u !

Then Gronwall’s lemma finishes the proof. U

3.4. First-order entropies. We consider the diffusion equation (1) on the half open unit
cube [0,1)? ¢ R? with multiperiodic boundary conditions (this is topologically equivalent
to the torus T?). By identifying “opposite” faces on 9, we can construct a family of
control volumes and a family of edges in such a way that every face is an interior face.
Then cells with such identified faces are neighboring cells.

Theorem 16 (Exponential decay of F9). Let (uf.) ke k>0 be a solution to the finite-volume
scheme (30) with Q =T and infxerul > 0. Then, for all1 < a <2 and B = a/2,

Flu*™] < Filu"], keN.
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Furthermore, if d =1 and the grid is uniform with N subintervals,
Fu] < Felugle™"

where A = 483 sin*(7 /N) min, ((u?)2#=D) > 0.

Proof. The difference G, = F[u*™] — F[u*] can be written as

1
Ga =5 D 7 (W52 = (b)) = ((wh)? = (uh)*72)%).
Jeginm
o=K|L

Y

Introducing agx = (uf — uk.)/7, we find that

1
Go=5 2 7o (i) = @h™)2)" = (! = 7)™ = (™ = 7as)™?)°).
g gint:
aiK|L

We claim that G, is concave with respect to 7. Indeed, we compute

oG
5 a @ z : k+1 . TCLK)Q/Q o (’U,§+l o TCLL)Q/Q)
T
Ueglntz
o=K|L
% (( E+1 T@K)Q/Q_la]{ . (ulz-i-l . TaL)a/2_1aL>a
e s ) o
a 2a _ = 7_0 k+1 aK)a/Z lCLK o (ulZJrl o TaL)a/2 1aL)
T Uegll’)t7
o=K|L
a [/
_ 5 (5 _ 1> § Tg((ul;(-i-l _ TaK)a/Q _ (ulz-i—l o TaL)a/2>
Uegintv
o=K|L

X ((u’?l — Tag)** %2 — (uhtt — TaL)a/2_2a%).

Replacing uk+1 — Tag, Ulz-i-l — T1ay, by u’}(, u’z, respectively, the second derivative becomes
9*G, o . )
= /2-1 kya/2—1
- U ae — (u .
72 1 0_; 7o ((uf) x — (ub) 2)
o=K|L
—5 (5 1) D0 (b — (b)) () * 20 — (uf)*/* )
Uegintv
oc=K]|L
o
= Z To(cra% + coagar + cza?),
Uegintv
o=K|L
where

c1 = (a —2)((ug)®? = (uf)*?) (i) + aluf)* 2,
k

ca = —2a(uf ) (uf )P
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cs = —(or = 2) ((uf)™* = (uf)™?) (up)** 7> + a(uf)* .
We show that the quadratic polynomial in the variables ayx and aj is nonnegative for all
u’;( and u’Z This is the case if and only if ¢; > 0 and 4cic3 — ¢ > 0. The former condition
is equivalent to
2(c — 1)(ufe)* ™ > (o = 2) (ufe)** 7 ()™,
which is true for 1 < a < 2. After an elementary computation, the latter condition
becomes

of2— of2— % [e% 2
deicy — 3 = 8(a — 1)(2 — @) (ub )22 (uh ) 2272 ((ufy)*/? — (uk)*/?)” > 0

for 1 < o < 2. This proves the concavity of 7 — G, (7).
A Taylor expansion and G, (0) = 0 leads to

leR
Ga(T) < Ga(0) + 7 P (0)
— % ((U’;{i—l)a/? ( ]Z+1)Oé/2) ((u’?l)o‘/z_la;( . (ulz+1)a/2_1aL)
Oegintv
oc=K|L
=TS () () )
Uegint’
o=K|L
+ % Z Ta((ulZ"H)O‘/Q . (ul;(+1)a/2)(u/z+1)a/2_1aL
Ueginta
o=K|L

Replacing ax and ay by scheme (30) and performing a summation by parts, we infer that

G <D T S e

KeT o€&int, Gegmh
o=K|L &'=K|M

(34) < ((ur™)? = (b)) (W) = (up)o/?).
Note that the expression on the right-hand side is the discrete counterpart of the integral

—g/ua/21(uﬁ)m(ua/2)mdx,
2 Jg

appearing in (22). The condition o« = 23 implies immediately the monotonicity of k

Fau*].
For the proof of the second statement, let d = 1 and decompose the interval €2 in N
subintervals K7,..., Ky of length h > 0. Because of the periodic boundary conditions,

we may set uf,; = uf and u*, = uf, where uf is the approximation of the mean value
of u(-,t*) on the subinterval K;, i = 1,..., N. We rewrite (34) for & = 23 in one space
dimension:

Gap(T) < —% 2 ( Z (uerl),B—l((ufH)ﬁ _ (ujk+1)ﬁ>)

je{i—1,i+1}
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N

pT : k+172(5—1 N
< _ﬁzqum]v ((uz ) ( )) ;(Zz — zi_1)%,
where z; = (Uf+1)5 (u fill)ﬁ . The periodic boundary conditions imply that vaz Lz = 0.
Hence, we can employ the discrete Wirtinger inequality in [34, Theorem 1] to obtain
2
GzB(T) < —% sin® %Z:r{un 2(5 1) ;z
. 467- .9 T X J\2(B—1) o
= = sin® 5 min ((u)"70) Folut

By the discrete maximum principle, max;(uf™)20=%) < max; (u?)21~# which is equivalent
to min, (vt )81 > min, (u?)?~1. Therefore,
48/t s 0

.9 . 2(B—1 dr, k+1
sin” < min - ((ug)* ) Ffut ],

Fl[u™1) = Fil[u*] = Gag(At) < -
and Gronwall’s lemma finishes the proof. O

4. NUMERICAL EXPERIMENTS

We illustrate the time decay of the solutions to the discretized porous-medium (8 = 2)
and fast-diffusion equation (5 = 1/2) in one and two space dimensions.
First, let 8 = 2. We recall that the Barenblatt profile

B—1) |z — o) )1/(5—1)
20 (t+to)*B/ +

is a special solution to the porous-medium equation in the whole space. (Here, z, denotes
the positive part of a function z; := max{0, z}.) The constants are given by

d B 1
dp—1)+2 (g —1)+2’
and C' is typically determined by the initial datum via [, u(z,t)dz = [, u(x,0)dz. We
choose C' = B(B — 1)(28) 7 (t1 + to) "?B|zy — x0|?, where t; > 0 is the smallest time for
which u(zy,t,) = 0.

In the one-dimensional situation, we choose 2 = (0,1) with homogeneous Neumann
boundary conditions and a uniform grid (x;,#) € [0,1] x [0,0.2] with 1 < ¢ < 50 and
0 < j <1000. The initial datum is given by the Barenblatt profile ug(-,0) with zq = 0.5,
1y = 1 and ty; = 0.01. The constant C' is computed by using t; = 0.1, which yields
C =~ 0.091. For 0 <t < 0.1, the analytical solution corresponds to the Barenblatt profile.

The time decay of the zeroth- and first-order entropies are depicted in Figure 3 in semi-
logarithmic scale for various values of a. The decay rates are exponential for sufficiently
large times, even for @ > 1 (compare to Theorem 15) and for o # 23 (see Theorem 16),
which indicates that the conditions imposed in these theorems are technical. For small
times, the decay seems to be faster than the decay in the large-time regime. This fact

up(z,t) = (t + o)~ <C _ B

A:
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has been already observed in [7, Remark 4]. There is a significant change in the decay
rate of the first-order entropies F¢ for times around ¢; = 0.1. Indeed, the positive part of
the discrete solution, which approximates the Barenblatt profile ug for t < ¢, arrives the
boundary and does not approximate ug anymore. The change is more apparent for a < 1.

0 0.05 0.1 0.15 0.2 0 0.05 0.1 0.15 0.2

FIGURE 3. The natural logarithm of the entropies log(E%[u](t)) (left) and
log(F2[u](t)) (right) versus time for different values of o (8 =2, d =1).

Next, we investigate the two-dimensional situation (still with § = 2). The domain
Q = (0,1)? is divided into 144 quadratic cells each of which consists of four control volumes
(see Figure 4). Again we employ the Barenblatt profile as the initial datum, choosing
to = 0.01, t; = 0.1, and xy = (0.5,0.5), and impose homogeneous boundary conditions.
The time step size equals At = 8- 1074,

FIGURE 4. Four of the 144 cells used for the two-dimensional finite-volume scheme.

In Figure 5, the time evolution of the (logarithmic) zeroth- and first-order entropies are
presented. Again, the decay seems to be exponential for large times, even for values of «
not covered by the theoretical results. At time ¢ = ¢, the profile reaches the boundary
of the domain. In contrast to the one-dimensional situation, since the radially symmetric
profile does not reach the boundary everywhere at the same time, the time decay rate of
F? does not change as distinct as in Figure 3.
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0 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 0 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8

FIGURE 5. The natural logarithm of the entropies log(E%[u](t)) (left) and
log(F2[u](t)) (right) versus time for different values of a (8 = 2, d = 2).

Let § = 1/2. The one-dimensional interval Q = (0,1) is discretized as before using 51
grid points and the time step size is At = 2 - 10~%. We impose homogeneous Neumann
boundary conditions. As initial datum, we choose the following truncated polynomial
up(z) = C((zg — x)(x — 21))3, where zop = 0.3, ; = 0.7, and C = 3000. In the two-
dimensional box Q = (0, 1)?, we employ the discretization described above and the initial
datum ug(z) = C(R? — |z — x0|*)%, where R = 0.2, zp = (0.5,0.5) and again C' = 3000.

In the fast-diffusion case 8 < 1, we do not expect significant changes in the decay rate
since the initial values propagate with infinite speed. This expectation is supported by
the numerical results presented in Figures 6 and 7. For a large range of values of «, the
decay rate is exponential, at least for large times. Interestingly, the rate seems to approach
almost the same value for a € {0.5,1,2} in Figure 7.

APPENDIX A. SOME TECHNICAL LEMMAS

A.1. Discrete Gronwall lemmas. First, we prove a rather general discrete nonlinear
Gronwall lemma.

Lemma 17 (Discrete nonlinear Gronwall lemma). Let f € C*(]0,00)) be a positive, non-

decreasing, and convex function such that 1/ f is locally integrable. Define

[T dz
 f(2)

Let (x,) be a sequence of nonnegative numbers such that x,y1 — x, + f(Tns1) < 0 for

n € Nyg. Then

w(zx) x> 0.

T, <w ! (w(xo) - %) , neN
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0 0.02 0.04 0.06 0.08 0.1 0 0.02 0.04 0.06 0.08 0.1

FIGURE 6. The natural logarithm of the entropies log(E%[u](t)) (left) and
log(F%[u](t)) (right) versus time for different values of a (8 =1/2, d = 1).

. T
el s s s s -

0 0.02 0.04 0.06 0.08 0.1 0 0.02 0.04 0.06 0.08 0.1

FIGURE 7. The natural logarithm of the entropies log(E%[u](t)) (left) and
log(F4[u](t)) (right) versus time for different values of a (8 =1/2, d = 2).

Notice that the function w is strictly increasing such that its inverse is well defined.

Proof. Since f is nondecreasing and (x,,) is nonincreasing, we obtain

dz Tpil — T

fz) = flan)

W) = w(e,) = |
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The sequence (z,,) satisfies f(z,11)/(xps1 — x,) > —1. Therefore,

f(zpi1) n f(z) — f(xn_H))—l

W) — () < (

Tn+1 — Tn Tn+1 — Tn
§ <_ 1— f(xn) B f(anrl))l'
Tp — Tn+1

By the convexity of f, f(x,) — f(xns1) < f(zn) (2 — 2pns1) < f(x0)(xn — Tpy1), which
implies that

w(znr1) = w(w,) < (=1 = f(w)) 7"
Summing this inequality from n =0 to N — 1, where N € N, yields
N
1+ f'(w0)

Applying the inverse function of w shows the lemma. O

w(ry) < w(xy) —

The choice f(z) = 7Kz" for some v > 1 in Lemma 17 lead to the following result.
Corollary 18. Let (x,) be a sequence of nonnegative numbers satisfying
Tpi1 — Tp + 72, <0, neN,

where K > 0 and v > 1. Then
1

(x(l)_7 +cmn

Ty < n €N,

)1/(7—1) ’

where ¢ = (y — 1)/ (1 + vzl ™).
A.2. Some inequalities. We show some inequalities in two variables.

Lemma 19. Let «, 8> 0. Then, for all x, y > 0,

(35) (y* — )y’ —2”) > (;j‘—%y(ywwﬂ _ glat)zy

Proof. If y = 0, inequality (35) holds. Let y # 0 and set z = (z/y)?. Then the inequality
is proved if for all z > 0,

fz)=(1=2P)(1~2) ~

We differentiate f twice:

%(1 _ Z(a+ﬂ)/25)2 > 0.
o

— B)2 4
Flz) = —1— Spars-1 4 (@=B) arp, A2 (ars)2s

B Bla+ ) a+f ’

vy ala—=p) o/2B—3/2 _l o/2B8—1/2 a—p o/2B+1/2 2
f(z)——ﬁ z ( 3 T St )’ - +—a+5>.
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Then f(1) =0 and f/(1) = 0. Thus, if we show that f is convex, the assertion follows. In
order to prove the convexity of f, we define

1 a— 0 2
_ a/28-1/2 a/2B8+1/2
glz) = —=z + =z + —.

# =5 Bla+0) ot

Then ¢(1) = 0 and it holds

g’(z) _ O‘Q_;fza/2ﬁ—3/2(_1 + Z),
and therefore, ¢’(1) = 0. Now, if a > /3, g(0) = 2/(a + ) > 0, and ¢ is decreasing in [0, 1]
and increasing in [1,00). Thus, g(z) > 0 for all z > 0. If & < /8 then g(0+) = —o0, and ¢

is increasing in [0, 1] and decreasing in [1,00). Hence, g(z) < 0 for z > 0. Independently
of the sign of o — 3, we obtain

f”(Z) _ O‘(aﬁ_ B) Za/2,8—3/29(z) > ()

for all z > 0, which shows the convexity of f. O
Corollary 20. Let o, § > 0. Then, for all x, y > 0,

@ [e% 4056 : — — @ @
(y° —2”)(y* —2*) > mmm{wﬁ Lyt Tyt = gty

Proof. We assume without restriction that y > x. Then we apply Lemma 19 to 5 = 1:

8 _ .8 4 8 _ .8

Since .
y’ — ol = 6/ 77 1dt > Bmin{z"", 4" My — z),

the conclusion follows. O
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