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How big is the minimum of a branching random walk?

Yueyun Hu*
Université Paris XII1

Summary. Let M, be the minimal position in the n-th generation, of
a real-valued branching random walk in the boundary case. As n — oo,
M, — 2logn is tight (see [1, 9, 2]). We establish here a law of iterated
logarithm for the upper limits of Ml,,: upon the system’s non-extinction,
lim sup,,_, m(M" — 3logn) = 1 almost surely. We also study the
problem of moderate deviations of M,,: P(M,, — %logn > A) for A —» o0
and A = o(logn). This problem is closely related to the small deviations of
a class of Mandelbrot’s cascades.

Résumé. Soit M, la position minimale & la n'®™¢ génération, d’une marche
aléatoire branchante réelle dans le cas frontiere. Quand n — oo, M, —
3logn est tendue (voir [1, 9, 2]). Nous établissons une loi du logarithme
itéré pour décrire les limites supérieures de M,,: sur I’événement de la survie
du systeme, limsup,,_,, W(M" — 2logn) = 1 presque sirement.
Nous étudiions également les déviations modérées de M, : P(M,, — % logn >
A) pour A — oo et A = o(logn). Ce probléeme est directement lié aux petites

déviations d’une classe des cascades de Mandelbrot.

Keywords. Branching random walk, minimal position, law of iterated
logarithm, moderate deviation, Mandelbrot’s cascades.
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1 Introduction

Let {V(u),u € T} be a discrete-time branching random walk (BRW) on the real line R
driven by a point process ©. At generation 0, there is a single particle at the origin from
which we generate a point process © on R. The particles in © together with their positions
in R constitute the first generation of the BRW. From the position of each particle at the first
generation, we generate an independent copy of ©. The collection of all particles together
with their positions gives the second generation of the BRW, and so on. The genealogy of
all particles forms a Galton-Watson tree T (whose root is denoted by &). For any particle
u € T, we denote by V(u) its position in R and |u] its generation in T. The whole system
may die out or survive forever.
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Plainly © = szl dvwyy- Let v = O(R). Throughout this paper and unless stated
otherwise, we shall assume that the BRW is in the boundary case, i.e.

E[] € (1, 00, E[Ze_v(“)]zl, E[ZV —VU>] 0. (1.1)

lul=1 lul=1

Notice that under (1.1), it is possible that P(r = oo) > 0. See Jaffuel [23] for detailed
discussions on how to reduce a general branching random walk to the boundary case.

Denote by M, := min,—, V(u) the minimum of the branching random walk in the n-
th generation (with convention: inf() = oco). Hammersly [19], Kingman [24] and Biggins
[7] established the law of large numbers for M, (for any general branching random walk),
whereas the second order limits have attracted many recent attentions, see [1, 22, 9, 2] and
the references therein. In particular, Aidékon [2] proved the convergence in law of Mn—% logn
under (1.1) and some mild conditions.

On the almost sure limits of M,,, it was shown in [22] that there is the following phenomena
of fluctuation at the logarithmic scale. Assume (1.1). If there exists some § > 0 such that

E[v'] < 0o and E[ [, (e%" 4+ e~(1+9)0(dx)] < oo, then

3 M, 1
lim sup == and lim inf = - P*-a.s.,
n—oo logm 2 n—oo logn 2

where here and in the sequel,
P*() =P (-]S),
and S := {T is not finite} denotes the event that the whole system survives.

It turns out that much more can be said on the lower limits %logn of M,,: Under (1.1)
and the following integrability condition

= E[ Z )2e~ Vi )] < 00, E[C((logC)+)2 + C(log O)F| < oo, (1.2)

lul=1

with ¢ := Z‘M:le_v(“), ¢ = D pu=r V()™ e”V® and 27 := max(0,r), Aidékon and Shi
[4] proved that
1
lim inf (Mn —3 log n) = —00, P*-a.s.

n—o0

Furthermore, by following Aidékon and Shi [4]’s methods, we established ([21]) an integral
test to describe the lower limits of M, — %log n. As a consequence, we have that under (1.1)
and (1.2),

1 1
liminf ——— <Mn — = log n) = -1, P*-a.s. (1.3)
n—oo loglogn 2

In this paper, we wish to investigate how big M, — %logn can be. The following law of
iterated logarithm (LIL) describes the upper limits of M,,:



Theorem 1.1 Assume (1.1), (1.2) and that E[Z‘M:l(V(u)*)?’e*V(“)] < o0. We suppose
that the law of log szl e VW s non-lattice. Then

1 3
li —(M,, — =1 =1, P*-a.s. 14
linf;ip log log logn< 2 08 n) @3 (14)

The integrability of Z|u‘:1(V(u)+)3e*V(“) is used only in the proof of Lemma 4.2, see
Remark 4.3, Section 4.

The assumption of the non-lattice law of log szl e
Lemma 4.5, see the footnote therein.

Usually, to establish such LIL, the first step would be the study of the moderate devia-
tions:

V() is used only in the proof of

3
P* (Mn ~3 logn > )\), when A = o(logn) and A\, n — oc.

Denote by p; = P(v = j),j > 0, the offspring distribution of the Galton-Watson tree T.
Concerning the small deviations of the size of T, there exist two cases: either pg + p; > 0
(namely the Schroder case) or pg = p1 = 0 (namely the Bottcher case), see e.g. Fleischmann
and Wachtel [16, 17] and the references therein. Basically in the Schréder case, the tree T may
grow linearly whereas it always grows exponentially in the Bottcher case. For the branching
random walk, we shall prove that the moderate deviations of M,, decay exponentially fast
or double-exponentially fast depending on the growth rate of T.

Let g := P(T is finite) = P(§°) € [0, 1) be the extinction probability. We introduce two
separate cases:

(the Schroder case) if the following hypotheses hold:

E[l(VZU g Z e'yv(“)} =1, for some constant v > 0, (1.5)
|u|=1
and
E[ Z eav(u)] < 00, for some a > 7. (1.6)
|u|=1

(the Bottcher case) if the following hypotheses hold:

po=p1 =0,
sup V(u) < K, for some constant K > 0. (1.8)
Ju|=1
Remark 1.2
(i) When a.s. v > 1 in the Schréder case, the condition (1.5) just amounts to
E[hyzl) 3 eWW)} —1,  ifqg=0. (1.9)
|u|=1



(i) Under (1.1), the condition (1.6) or (1.8) implies that E[v] < oco. The technical
conditions (1.6) and (1.8) are made to avoid too large jumps of © in the moderate deviations.
(#ii) In the Béttcher case, we can define a parameter > 0 by

B :=sup{a > 0: P( Z e eV > 1) =1} (1.10)

|ul=1
Note that 5 < 1 if we assume (1.1).

The parameters v and 8 will naturally appear in the small deviations of a class of Mandel-
brot’s cascades. Under (1.1) and (1.2), the so-called derivative martingale (with convention:

> =0)
Z V(u ’V(“ n >0,

ul=n

converges almost surely to some limit D, which is P*-a.s. positive (see e.g. Biggins and
Kyprianou [8] and Aidékon [2]). The nonnegative random variable D, satisfies the following
equation in law (Mandelbrot’s cascade):

D= > e V™D, (1.11)

ful=1

where conditioned on {V'(u), |u| = 1}, ( )|u‘ 1 are independent copies of D,,. The mod-
erate deviations of M, will be naturally related to the small deviations of D Wthh were
already studied in the literature, see e.g. Liu [26, 27] and the references therein.

We shall work under a more general setting in order that Theorem 1.3 could also be
applied to the non-degenerated case of Mandelbrot’s cascades. Instead of (1.1), we assume
that there exists some constant y € (0, 1] such that

E[ S eV®] <1, and  E] € (1,00, (1.12)

ful=1

1.
The condition (1.12) ensures that there exists a non-trivial nonnegative solution Z to the
following equation:

where as before, v:=3",

Z= N e Vigw, (1.13)

ful=1

where conditioned on {V'(u), [u| = 1}, (Z),=1 are independent copies of Z, see Liu [27],
Proposition 1.1.

Denote by f(x) =< g(x) [resp: f(z) ~ g(x)] as © — x¢ if 0 < liminf, ,,, f(z)/g(x) <
limsup,_,,, f(x)/g(x) < oo [resp: lim, 4, f(x)/g(x) = 1]. The following result may arise an
interest in Mandelbrot’s cascades.



Theorem 1.3 Assume (1.12). Let Z > 0 be a non-trivial solution of (1.13).

(The Schroder case) Assume (1.5) and (1.6). Then
IP’(O<Z<5) = ase—0, (1.14)

and E[e_tzl(zw)} =t ast — oo.

(The Bottcher case) Assume (1.7), (1.8) and that _,_, eV £ 1. Then

E[e’tz] =" o0, (1.15)

_B ..
and IP’(Z < 8) =e ¢ T=p e

, as € — 0, with B defined in (1.10).

Obviously we can apply Theorem 1.3 to Z := D, with x = 1. In the Bottcher case,
the two conditions (1.12) and szl e XV(W £ 1 imply that 8 < x, hence 8 < 1; moreover,
essinf >, e AV =1,

Let us mention that (1.14) confirms a prediction in Liu [27] who already proved that if
g = 0, then for any a > 0, E[Z‘“] < oo if and only if a < v. When all V(u), |u| = 1, are equal
to some random variable, (1.15) is in agreement with Liu [26], Theorem 6.1. If furthermore,
all V(u) are equal to some constant, then (1.14) and (1.15) give some rough estimates on
the limiting law of Galton-Watson processes, see Fleischmann and Wachtel [16], [17] for the
precise estimates. We refer to [6] for further studies of the conditioned Galton-Watson tree
itself. For instance, we could seek the asymptotic behaviors of the BRW conditioned on
{0 < Dy < €}, as € — 0, but this problem exceeds the scope of the present paper.

Our moderate deviations result on M,, reads as follows:

Theorem 1.4 Assume (1.1), (1.2). Let A\,n — oo and A = o(logn).

(The Schroder case) Assume (1.5) and that (1.6) hold for all a > 0. Then
P* (Mn > glogn + )\) = o~ (oA (1.16)
(The Boéttcher case) Assume (1.7) and (1.8). Then
P(Mn > ;logn + A) — exp(—elFroA), (1.17)

The same estimates hold if we replace M, by max, <p<a, M.



We refer to Aidékon [2], Proposition 4.1 for the precise estimate on P(M,, < %logn —A)
as A < %logn and A — o0.

Comparing Theorem 1.1 and Theorem 1.4, we remark that the almost sure behaviors of
M,, are not related to the moderate deviations of M. This can be explained as follows:
Define for all A > 0 and u € T,

Ta(u) == inf{l <i <|u|: V(u;) > A}, (with convention inf ) = c0), (1.18)

where here and in the sequel, {ug = @, uy, ..., up, := u} denotes the shortest path from & to
u such that |u;| =i for all 0 <4 < |u|. We introduce the stopping lines:

£y ={ueT:n(u)=lul}, A>0. (1.19)

Roughly speaking, the almost sure limits of M, (limsup of M,,) are determined by those
of #.£),, whereas the moderate deviations of M, are by the small deviations of #£,. By
Nerman [32], P*-almost surely, #.£) is of order e(*°M)A: however, to make #.£, to be as
small as possible (and conditioned on {#.£, > 0}), in the Schrider case, £, will be essentially
a singleton or a set of few points with exponential costs (see Lemma 5.3), which is no longer
possible in the Bottcher case. To relate #£) to Do, we shall use the martingale (D,,) at
the stopping line £:

Dgyi= Y V(we V™, (1.20)

ueL

which, as shown in Biggins and Kyprianou [8], converges almost surely to Dy, as A — oo.
For uw € £, V(u) = A, hence Dy, ~ Ae *#.£L,. Then the problem of small values of #.£,
will be reduced to that of Dg, and Do, as A = co. The hypothesis (1.6) and (1.8) are made
to control the possible overshoots.

The rest of the paper is organized as follows: In Section 2, we collect some facts on a
one-dimensional random walk and on the branching random walk. In Section 3, we study the
cascade equation (1.13) and prove Theorem 1.3. In Section 4, we first prove some uniform
tightness of M, — % logn (Lemma 4.5) and then Theorem 1.1. Finally, in Section 5, we prove
Theorem 1.4 in two separate subsections on the Schroder case and on the Bottcher case.

Throughout the paper, we adopt the usual conventions that ), := 0, supy := 0, [], := 1,
infy := oo; we also denote by (¢;,1 < i < 15) some positive constants, and by C,C” and C”
(eventually with a subscript) some unimportant positive constants whose values can vary
from one paragraph to another one.

2 Preliminaries

2.1 Estimates on a centered real-valued random walk

We collect here some estimates on a real-valued random walk { Sk, & > 0}, under P, centered
and with finite variance o? > 0. Write P, and E, when Sy = z. Let S, := ming<;<, S,

6



Vn > 0. The renewal function R(z) related to the random walk S is defined as follows:

R(z) = ZIP’(Sk > —a, S) < gk_l), x>0, (2.1)
k=0
and R(z) =0 if z < 0. Moreover (see Feller [15], pp.612),
im 28— S0, (2.2)
=00

Lemma 2.1 Let S be a centered random walk with finite and positive variance. There exists
some constant co > 0 such that for any b>a > 0,2 > 0,n > 1,

Njw

px(sn e la,b],S, > o) <y (14+2)(1+b—a)(1+bn 3, (2.3)

For any fixzed 0 < r <1, there exists some c3 = c3, > 0 such that for allb>a >0, x,y >0
andn > 1,

Po(Sy€ly+ay+,5,20 min Si>y) < e(l+2)(1+b-a)l+bpn 3 (24)
P, (ﬁn >0, Igin S; >y, S, < y) < e3(1+ x)n’%. (2.5)
rn<i<n

For any a > 0, ifE[S%e“Sl] < 00, then there exists some C, > 0 such that for any b > 0,
]P’(STb —b> a:) < (Cye ™, Vo >0, (2.6)
where 7, == inf{j > 0:.5; > b}.

Proof of Lemma 2.1. See Aidékon and Shi [4] for (2.3) and (2.4). To get (2.6), note that
E[Sfe™] < oo if and only if E[(Sf)QeaST] < 00. By Doney ([12], pp.250), this condition
ensures that E[S; "] < co. Then in view of Chang ([10], Proposition 4.2), we have that
uniformly in b > 0, E[e“(sfb*b)} < C, for some constant C, > 0, which implies (2.6) by
Chebychev’s inequality.

It remains to check (2.5). Let f(x) := P(S; < —x),x > 0. It follows from the Markov
property at n — 1 that the probability in LHS of (2.5) equals

E. |:1(§n7120,minrnsl-<n s>y f(Sn—1 =)

< Y SRS 20, min Si>yy+j< S <y+itl)
=0

rn<i<n—

< Cl+a)n™? Z FG)@2+35)  (by (24))

< CO'(1+az)n®?
yielding (2.5). O



2.2 Change of measures for the branching random walk

In this subsection, we recall some change of measure formulas in the branching random walk,
for the details we refer to [8, 11, 29, 4, 20, 33] and the references therein.

At first let us fix some notations: For |u| = n, we write as before {ug := &, u1, ..., up_1, up, =
u} the path from the root @ to u such that |u;| = i for any 0 < i < n. Define V(u) :=
maxi<;<, V(u;) and V(u) := minj<;<, V(u;). For any u,v € T, we use the partial order
u < v if v is an ancestor of v and v < v if u < v or u = v. We also denote by u the
parent of u and by v(u) the number of children of u. Define U(u) := {v: v = u,v # u}
the set (eventually empty) of brothers of u for any v # @. For any u € T, we denote by
T, :={v €T :u < v} the subtree of T rooted at u.

Under (1.1), there exists a centered real-valued random walk {S,,,n > 0} such that for
any n > 1 and any measurable f : R" — R, |

E[ S eV F(V(u), ...,V(un))] —E(f(S1, ., 5,)) (2.7)

lul=n

which is often referred as the “many-to-one” formula. Moreover under (1.2), Var(S;) = o2 =
E[Z‘M:l(V(u))Qe_v(“)} € (0, 00). We shall use the notation

1o :=1inf{j > 1:5; > 0}. (2.8)

Denote by (F,,n > 0) the natural filtration of the branching random walk. Under (1.1),
the process W, := 3, _, eV n > 1, is a (P, (F,))-martingale. It is well-known (see
8, 11, 29, 4, 20, 33]) that on some enlarged probability space (more precisely on the space
of marked trees enlarged by an infinite ray (w,,n > 0), called spine), we may construct a
probability @ such that the following statements (i), (ii) and (iii) hold:

(i) For all n > 1,

dQ 1 v
Blr=We and  Qw=u|F) = gme™, Vul=n.

(ii) Under Q, the process {V(w,),n > 0} along the spine (w,),>0, is distributed as the
random walk (S, > 0) under P. Moreover, (3, ci5(,) 01av () AV (Wk))k>1 are i.i.d. under
Q, where AV (u) := V(u) — V(u) for any u # @.

(i) Let G, := of{u,V(u) : u € {w,0 < k < n}}, n > 0. Then Gy is the o-algebra
generated by the spine. Under Q and conditioned on G, for all u ¢ {wg,k > 0} but
w € {wy, k > 0} the induced branching random walk (V (uv), |v| > 0) are independent and
are distributed as Py (), where {uv, [v| > 0) is the subtree T,.

We mention that the above change of measure still holds for the stopping line £, (see
e.g. [3], Proposition 3, for the detailed statement): i.e. replace |u| =n by u € £, F, by
F¢, the o-filed generated by the BRW up to £, and W, by

We, == Z e VW), (2.9)

u€L

8



For brevity, we shall write Q[X] for the expectation of some random variable X under
the probability Q.

3 Proof of Theorem 1.3
The following result is due to Liu [27]:

Lemma 3.1 (Liu [27]) Assuming (1.5), (1.6) and (1.12). Let Z > 0 be a non-trivial
solution of (1.13). For any 0 < € < v, there exists some positive constant ¢y = c4(g) such
that

E[e*tzl(m)] et Vi1 (3.1)

Proof of Lemma 3.1. At first we remark that
IP’(Z - 0) —q. (3.2)

In fact, we easily deduce from (1.13) that the probability P(Z = 0) is a solution of
x = E[z¥] which only has two solutions ¢ and 1 for « € [0, 1]. This gives (3.2).

In the case ¢ = 0, namely Z > 0 a.s., v is defined through (1.9), it is easy to check
that P(3 0, eV £ 1) > 0, then (3.1) follows exactly from Liu [27], Theorem 2.4, after a
standard Tauberian argument (see Lemma 4.4 in [26]). We only need to check that the case
q > 0 can be reduced to the case ¢ = 0.

For brevity, let us denote by {A;,1 < i < v} the family {e=V® |u| = 1} [the order of 4;
is arbitrary]. Then Z satisfies the equation in law

Z=N" Az, (3.3)
=1

with (Z;,7 > 1) independent copies of Z, and independent of (A4;)1<;<,. Let {£,&,i > 1} be
a family of i.i.d. Bernoulli random variables, independent of everything else, with common
law P((6 =0) =¢=1—-P(¢ =1). Let Z be a random variable distributed as Z conditioned

on {Z > 0}. Since P(Z > 0) = 1 — ¢, we have that Z2'¢ Z. Then we deduce from (3.3) that
Z Yo A& Z; conditioned on {7 & >0},

where (Z,z > 1) are i.i.d. copies of Z, and (r,A;,1 < i < v) and (§,i > 1) are three
independent families of random variables. Let {A;,1 < ¢ < V) be a family of random

variables such that for any nonnegative measurable function f,

E[e_zgzlf(x,.>] —F |e= Tii&if(A) Z& > 0] : (3.4)
i=1




In other words, Z?:l 5{@} has the same law as the point process Zlggwgﬁéo 0ray
conditioning the latter does not vanish everywhere. Elementary calculations show that
P> & >0)=1—-E[¢"] =1— ¢ and for any nonnegative measurable function f,

E[Z [(A)] -E Zs 74 | Zs > o] - fqu[ijsi 1(49)] = E[f} f(43)].35)

In particular, E[E?:l A\ﬂ = E[E;’:l Ai‘] < 1land E[p] = E[ v] € (1,00]. Moreover, we
deduce from (3.4) that v is distributed as > _._, & conditioned on {3, ;& > 0}, hence v > 1
a.s. It is easy (e.g. by using the Laplace transform) to see that

)

Z=N" A4

1%
ITMm
N

Therefore we can apply the case ¢ = 0 of (3.1) to Z once we have determined the corre-
sponding parameter v (as in (1.9)) for Z. To this end, let t, = inf{l <i <wv:§ = 1}. Then
Ay = Ay, if te < oo. We have

E [(gl)ﬂl(a:l)] = E

A,?l(ZZLl&i:l)‘ Zfl > O]
=1
_ g

l—¢ k=1

Los1) Akvl(fk17§i07Vi¢k71§i§V)]

= E =E |1pzng” " Y VW =1,

Ju|=1

Losngd” ™" Y ALY
k=1

by (1.5). Therefore E[e_té | = O(t7*¢) as t — co. The Lemma follows from the fact that
P(O<Z<x):(1—q)IP’(Z\<x) for any x > 0. O

3.1 Proof of Theorem 1.3: the Schroder case

As shown in the proof of Lemma 3.1, we can assume ¢ = 0 (hence we assume (1.9)) in this
proof without any loss of generality. Let ®(¢) := E[e_tz ] for t > 0. We are going to prove
that

O(t) <t77, t — oo. (3.6)

To this end, we have by (3.3) that

o(t) = E[H q)(tAi)} . t>0. (3.7)



Note also that the condition (1.9) can be re-written as E[1(,-1)A;”] = 1. Define g(t) :=
t7®(t) for all £ > 0. Then for any t > 0,

g(t) = 17 O(t) > m[hyzl)@(ml)} - E[1(V:1)A;Vg(ml)} - E[g(tﬁl)], (3.8)

where A; denotes a (positive) random variable whose law is determined by E[f (/L)} =
IEE[l(,,:l)Al_v f(Al)} for any measurable bounded function f. In particular, E[log /Nll} =
E[l(yzl)AIW log Al}

Define f(t) := E[1-1) > =1 VW] = E[1(,-1) A{"] which is finite for ¢t € [—x,~],
in particular f(—x) < 1 and f(0) < 1 = f(y). By the assumption of integrability in
Theorem 1.3, E[1(,—1) A7 (—log A;)"] < oo which implies that f'(y—) exists and equals
—E[14,-1)A; " log A;]. By convexity, f/(y—) > w > (. Hence

E[logﬁl} — _f'(y=) <0, (3.9)
Let (Zi)izg be a sequence of i.i.d. copies of A; and define X = — 25:1 log /L for all

j > 1. Let r > 1 and put
a, :=inf{j >1:X; >logr}, (3.10)

which is a.s. finite thanks to (3.9). Going back to (3.8), we get that

v

g(r) E [Q(Tﬁl)l(dlq)] + E[g(rgl)l(r&zn]

> E[g(rﬁl)l(rﬁl<1)] +E[9(r21122)1(7‘2121)]’

where to get the last inequality, we have applied (3.8) with ¢ replaced by rgl and Zl replaced
by As. Then we obtain that

g(r) > E[Q(TAl)l(rﬁld)] +E[9<TA1A2)1(r2121,r,1122<1)} +E[9<TA1A2)1(r2121,rﬁl,5221)
= [ |:g(7“ H AVZ')]_(O{TSQ)] + E [g(erlZQ)l(arﬁ)} .
i=1
By induction, we get that for any n > 1,

o) = B[ [T A arzo] + B[ote T A0hew] = Bote TT Bt

i=1 i=1

Since a,. < 00 a.s., we let n — oo and deduce from the monotone convergence theorem that
9(r) > E[g(r [T A)| = E[g(e™)],
i=1

11



where R, := X,, —logr > 0 denotes the overshoot of the random walk (X;) at the level
log . Note that for any 0 <t <1, g(t) = t7®(¢t) > ®(1)t”, hence

g(r) > @(1)1@:[5“@, V> 1. (3.11)

By the assumption (1.6), E[((—log Zl)+)2} = E[1lo- Zw:l(V(u)*)2 VW] < oo,
then by Lorden [28], Theorem 1, sup,, E [RT] < 00. Consequently for some positive constant
c,

g(r) > ®(1) e VERAD > 0 > 0, Vor>1.

Hence
O(r)y>Cr7, Vr>1, (3.12)

which implies the lower bound in (3.6).

To prove the upper bound in (3.6), let a > 7 be as in (1.6) such that E[> 7 A% ] =
E[> =1 e?V W] < 0. Choose (and then fix) 0 < ¢ < L min(a—+,~) small and b := %La <.
By Lemma 3.1, ®(t) < ¢y t~° for all t > 1 (with ¢; > 1). Since ®(¢) < 1forall 0 <t < 1, we
obtain immediately that

g(t) ey tb, VE>0. (3.13)

By (3.7) and using again the notation A i > 1, we get that for any ¢ > 0,
g(t) < DE|D(tA)1,_ 1)] v tWE[hVZQ)q)(tAl)@(tAQ)]

SEQ

= E[g(tA)] + 7B [1peg(tA)g(tA2) A7 4,7
(tAl) e 2’)1@:[1@22),4;’54;’)] (by (3.13))
(

= E g tAl) + Ot (3.14)

with C. := ¢} [1(1,22)/11_ AQ_} < cﬁE[Z;l A;Qb] by Cauchy-Schwarz’ inequality. Then

C. <0 by the assumption (1.6) and the choice that b < a/2.
Let > 1. As before, we shall iterate (3.14) up to the stopping time «,. (cf. (3.10)). We

have that
g(r) < Cao™*+E [g(rﬁl)l(arzl)] +E [1(ar>1) (C’g('rgl)*6 + g(rﬁ1g2))}

2N\

= O+ CE[(rA) 105 +E[ HA }

By induction, we get that for any n > 2,

g(r) < Cat+C ZE[ f[A) | +Egtr nﬁ&)}
= Cor™°+ C’sE[nAi lea(X’“_logr)] —l—E[g(re_X”“‘*)], (3.15)

12



by using the random walk X; = — 25:1 log ;L, j > 1. The random walk (X;) has positive
drift and E[X?] = E[1-1 szl(\/(u))2 e?VW] < 0o by the assumption (1.6), then by

Lemma 5 in [3],
ar—1

E[ Z ee(kalogT)} < Cé < 00,
k=1

for some constant C independent of 7. On the other hand, g(re=*er) <1 (since re=Xer < 1),
then we obtain that for all r > 1, n > 2,

g(’f‘) <C.+ C.; +1+E [g(re_Xn)l(n<ar)} < C.;/ + ey E [e_Ean(n<ar)] ’ (316)

where in the last inequality we have used the facts that ¢ :== re™™» > 1 on {n < «a,} and
that g(t) < ¢4t° for any ¢ > 1 by Lemma 3.1.

Remark that E[e %] = E[(gl)s} = E[l(yzl)(Aﬂ*“’“} < 1 by convexity. Then
Ele=*X"] — 0 as n — oo, which in view of (3.16) yield that for any r > 1 (& being fixed),
g(r) < C, ie.

d(r) < Cr T, Vr > 1.

This and (3.12) imply (3.6): ®(r) < r~7 for all » > 1. The small deviation in (1.14)
follows from a standard Tauberian argument (see e.g. [26], Lemma 4.4). [

3.2 Proof of Theorem 1.3: the Bottcher case

The proof of (1.15) goes in the same spirit as that of (3.6). Let h(t) := —log E[e~"#],¢ > 0.
Note that h is an increasing, concave function and vanishing at zero. Using the notations
introduced in (3.3), we get that

o—h(t) E[e— z,.":lh@An}, vt > 0.

On an enlarged probability space, we may find a random variable ¢ such that

AP .
ﬁ, 1 S 1 S 1%
214

where A = 0{4;;1 < i < v, v}. Then >  h(t4;) = O, AE)E[%’A], and by
3
Jensen’s inequality, we have that for any ¢ > 0,
)4

o (- (5 140

I

P(g:i]A):

e~ Xim MtA) < |

Write for brevity

1 v
B := A, n = F<Z APy > 1, as.

£ =1

13



[n > 1 because v > 2 a.s.] Then for any ¢ > 0, we have
et < E[e*’?h@B)]. (3.17)

We shall iterate the inequality (3.17) up to some random times: Let (1;, B;);>1 be an
i.i.d. copies of (7, B). Let r > 1 and define

S|

Y, :=inf{i >1: HB» < -}
j=1

Observe that

Loty Az} =-E [Zluzl e VIV (u)
25:1 Azﬁ B Z\u|:1 e*ﬁV(U)

where ¢(z) = E[log ZM:le*mV(“)] for 0 < x < x. Note that v is convex on [0, x],
P(x) < logE[szle*XV(“)] < 0, and ¥(B) > 0 since szl e V() > 1 by the definition
of 5. By convexity, ¢'(5) < % < 0. Then E[log B] < 0 which implies that T, < oo,
a.s. By (3.17), we see that for

| =v.

E[log B] = E|

eih(r) < E [eim hrB1) 1(TB1 Sl)] +E [efm ) 1(TBl>1):|

- E [e*m h(rBi) 1(Tr:1)i| +E [e*m h(rBi) 1(rB1>1)} .
Applying (3.17) to t = r By, we get that

o~ h(rB1) < (E [e—ngh(T‘BlBg) ‘0{7]1, B1}}>m < E[e—mmh(rBlEh) ‘0{771, Bl}],

by Jensen’s inequality, since 17; > 1. It follows that E [e_’“ h(rBl)l(TBI>1)] <E [1(TBI>1)e_’71"2h(TBlB2)} ,
hence

efh(r) < E [efm h(TBl)l(Trzl)} +E [1(TBI>1)efmn2h(rBlBg)}

= E [6_771 h(rBl)]_(’r :1)} +E [6_771772 h(rBle)l(T :2)} +E |:1(rB1B2>1)e_mn2h(rB1B2)] .

Again applying (3.17) to t = rB; By and using Jensen’s inequality (since mmp > 1), we
get that E[1(,»BlB2>1)e*’7”72h("BlBQ)} < IE[1(TBIBQ>1)6*’71"2"3h(r313233)}, and so on. We get that

for any n > 1,

M) < R [e—(l_hiﬁ mi) h(r Ty Bi)l(TrSn)] +E [e—(l_[?:l ni) h(r T1iz, Bi) Lir,5n)
= A(3.18) + C(3.18)- (318)

14



By (1.8), B > ¢ ¥ as., then + > Hgl B; > 1e7®. Notice that by (1.10) the definition
of 8, Y2V A? > 1 a.s;; Then > B~ and [[7, m; > 7°. Tt follows that for any n,

—rB h(e™
Apag <e he™™),

To deal with C'(3.15), we remark that on {Y, > n}, r[[_, B; > 1. It follows that
Cloasy < E[e hD ],

Since n; > 1 as., [[[_; 7 T 0o as n — oo, then by the monotone convergence theorem
limsup,, ., C(s.18) = 0. Letting n — oo in (3.18), we obtain that

E[e—rz] — e—h(r) < e—h(e_K)rﬂ’ Vr > 1, (319)

which is stronger than the upper bound in (1.15).

To prove the lower bound, recalling that essinf >, Af =1 and 4; > e X, we deduce
that for any small € > 0, there are some integer 2 < k < esssup v, and some real numbers
aiy,...,ar € (0,1) such that Zle aiﬁ > 1 and Zle af’La < 1landp:= IP’(Ai <a;,V1l <i<
k,v= k;) > (. Therefore

o h() _ E[e_ Z?zlh(tAi)i| > pe-Shikte) ¢

Let b := log(1/p) > 0 and define a random variable Y € {ay,...,ax} such that for any
measurable and nonnegative function f, E[f(Y)] = %ZL f(a;). Therefore,

h(t) <b+EkE[R(Y)],  Vt>0. (3.20)

As in the proof of the upper bound, we shall iterate the above inequality up to some
random times: Let (Y});>1 be an i.i.d. copies of Y. For r > 1, we define

J
9::0r::inf{j21:HYi§ }.
i=1

S|

Since Y < maxj<ij<ra; < 1, 6 is a bounded random variable. Going back to (3.20), we
get that

h(r)

IA

b+ kE h(rYthsn} n kE[h(r}q)l(m>1)]
< b+EkE h(rY1)1(9:1)] +KE [1(m>1)(b +k h(erlYQ))]

= b+kE

h(m)1(9:1)] +bkP(0 > 1) + K [1(ry1>1)h(myz))]

15



By induction, we get that for any n > 1,

0An
hr) < bz K PO > ;) +E[k:“nh 1) ]
7=0 =1
=. A(3_21) +C(3_21). (321)

Elementary computations yield that

Aoy = %E[k‘“("“) 1] < %E[kﬂ]

Recalling 6 is bounded hence E _kg] < 00. For C3.21), we use the fact that ¥; < max;<j<,a; =
@ < 1. Remark that r [[[_, ¥; < 1. Then

) 9
Ciay = E “h THYi 9<n]+E[kn THY 1(9>n)]
i=1

hWE[E'] + h(ra") E[K"L>n)]

h1)E[K’] + h(ra") E[£’].

Since ra" — 0 as n — oo, we get that [recalling that 6 depends on 7]

(ra™)
(ra™)

IAIA

h(r) < (h(1) + %)E[kﬂ}, V> 1. (3.22)

To estimate E[k‘@] let us find A > 0 such that E[Y’\] = % By the law of Y, this is

equivalent to Zf Lar =1
By the choice of (a;), we have 3 < A < 8 +&. Then the process n — k" [[}_, Y is a
martingale (moreover uniformly integrable on [0,6]). Hence the optional stopping theorem

implies that
0
_ E[kﬂ HY}} > E[ke] 7~ min @,
P 1<i<k
since H?Zl Y; > 2 minj<;<; a;. This and (3.22) give that

b
< A A
h(r)_(h(l)Jrk_ )fglag%al e, Vr > 1,
yielding the lower bound in (1.15) since A < § + e. This completes the proof of (1.15).
Finally, by using the elementary inequalities: for any €, > 0, e 'P(Z < ¢) < E[e™*?] <
P(Z < €) + e, we immediately deduce from (1.15) that P(Z < &) = == /07770 44
e—0. L.
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4 Proof of Theorem 1.1

Let us give some preliminary estimates on the branching random walk:

Lemma 4.1 Assume (1.1) and (1.2). There exists some constants cs,ce > 0 such that for
n>1,

]P’( ‘nllin V(u) < cs n1/3> < cge o’ (4.1)
where we recall that for any |u| = n, V(u) = maxici<, V(u;). Consequently, for any
0 <\ <esn'/?, we have

P(max lu| > n) < cge o’ (4.2)
u€L

We mention that under an extra integrability condition, i.e. 30 > 0 such that E[1H] <
00, M3 minyy =, V(u) — (3%22)13 Pras. (see [14] and [13]) and the probability term in

2 2
(4.1) is equal to (s (5P e for any 0 < ¢5 < (322)1/3 (see [14], Proposition 2.3).
Here, we only assume (1.1) and (1.2), and we do not seek the precise upper bound in (4.1).

Proof of Lemma 4.1. We shall use the following fact (see Shi [33]):

P(inf V (u) < —A) <e, VA0 (4.3)

u€eT

Consider 0 < ¢ < (TZ°)'/3. Then

L 1/3 _ 1/3
P( ﬁﬂiri V(U) <cn ’2&161% V(U) Z cn > S E[IZ 1(maX1§i§n ‘V(ui)‘ﬁcnl/S)]

= K [esnl(maxléign |Si‘§cn1/3)i| (by (27))

< IP’( max |5;| < cnl/g)
1<i<n

2. 2
1/3 fusntes 1/3
_ ecn/ e (T Fo(L)n :

where the last equality follows from Mogulskii [31]. This and (4.3) easily yield the Lemma
by choosing a sufficiently small constant ¢. [

Recall (1.19). Define for a € (0, 00] and A > 0,
£(Aa) = {u € Ly:Viu) <A+ a}. (4.4)
In particular, £(;°) = L. Recall (1.20). Since the function z — xe™* is decreasing for = > 1,
then for any A > 1, Dy, < Ae *#4£,, which implies that
liminf Ae ™ #£, > Dy, > 0. a.s. on S. (4.5)

A—00

If v = oo [which is allowed under (1.1) and (1.2)], then #£, = oo hence (4.5) cannot be
strengthened into a true limit. We present a similar result for £ g\a):

17



Lemma 4.2 Assume (1.1), (1.2) and that E[Z‘M:l(V(u)*)‘?e*V(“)] < 00. There exists
some ag > 0 such that for all large a > agy, almost surely on the set of non-extinction S,

0 < liminf e #£" <limsup Ae ™ #£” < o0,
— 00

A—00

Proof of Lemma 4.2. We only deal with the case when the distribution of © is non-
lattice, in this case, the limit exists. The lattice case can be treated in a similar way, by
applying Gatzouras ([18], Theorem 5.2), a lattice version of Nerman [32]’s result, but the
cyclic phenomenon could prevent from the existence of limit. In the non-lattice case, we are
going to prove that for any a > 0, almost surely on the set of non-extinction S,

lim Ae  #£ = ¢7(a) Do, (4.6)
A—00
where ¢7(a) := ——E[e™(@50) — 1], and S. and 7y are defined by (2.7) and (2.8) respec-

E[Sr ]
tively. Obviously, cz(a) > 0 for all large a.
To get (4.6), we consider a new point process © 1= > . 5{V(u} on (0,00). Generate

a branching random walk (V(u),u € T) from the point process ©, in the same way as
(V(u),u € T) do from ©. Remark that S = {sup,cq V(u) = 0o} = {T is infinite}, and

#L =" 0N =V(w), D eV =Ny, (A= V(u
ueT ueL ueT

where

L V(w)-V(u
Puly) = 1(20) Z Lyt Pzyray  Yu®) =120 Y VOG0 o

U =u VIV =U

Applying Theorem 6.3 in Nerman [32] (with o = 1 there) gives that almost surely on S,

Tuct 0= V@) E[Epyoaen(e VO — e V0]
>z tu(A = V(w)) E[Ymyuet V(e V0]

Remark that E[Z‘u|:17ueﬁ(e*(‘7(“)*“)+ — e*v(“))} = E[Eu€£0(e*(v(“)*a)+ _ er(U))] —

E[emin(@S70) — 1] and E[Emzmeﬁ V(u)e_v(“)} — E[Zue£0 V(ueV®] = E[S,]. Hence
on S, a.s.,

v
‘7

#£5
oy — arla). (4.7)
Zue.f)\ € V( A
On the other hand, almost surely,
= Xe” ( Z e VA 4 n ) — Do, A — 00, (4.8)

u€L )
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where ny = > . (V(u) — Ae™V®W+A " By the many-to-one formula and the assumption,
E[(S7)?] =E[ 3,1 (V(u) )’ V] < co. Then by Doney [12], E[S2] < oo.

Note that ny = >, 5 Uu(A = V(1)) with th,(y) = Liy>0) Doy o0 ey*(‘?(”)*f/(“))(f/(v) —
V(u) ~ Y ($(s)-V(u)>y)- 0 the same manner we get that almost surely on S,

hm n = C
L Vwr
A Zue,ﬁ/\ € (u)

(4.9)

2
with cg = 3 E[Sm] > (. It follows that a.s. on S, >
70

A — 00. This combined with (4.7) and (4.8) yield (4.6), as desired. [

“V(w)+A o 1A 1.
wery € ~ ye' De, ~ ye*Dy as

Remark 4.3 The condition E[Z‘M:l(\/(u)*)?’e*w“)} < 0o was used in the above proof of
Lemma 4.2 only to obtain (4.9) which controls the contribution of ny in Dg,. We do not
know how to relax this condition.

We consider now some deviations on the minimum M,,. If the distribution of © is non-
lattice, Aidékon (Proposition 4.1, [2]) proved that for any A > 0 and for all large n, A such
that A < A < %logn—A,

P(Mn < glogn - )\) = (co+oa(1)) Ne ™,

with ¢o some positive constant and 04(1) — 0 as A — oo uniformly in n, A\. We shall need
in the proof of Theorem 1.1 an estimate which holds uniformly in .

Lemma 4.4 (Mallein [30], Lemma 4.2) Assume (1.1) and (1.2). There is some con-
stant ¢i9 > 0 such that

3
]P’(Mn < élogn—)\> < ¢y (1+)\)e_)‘, Yn>1,A>0.
The tightness of (M, — 2logn),>1 under (1.1) and (1.2) was implicitly contained in

Aidékon ([2]) (see also [9], and see [1] for exponential decay under some additional assump-
tions): Assume (1.1) and (1.2). We have'

3
lim sup lim sup P* (Mn B logn > )\) =0, (4.10)

A—00 n— 00

where as before, P*() := P(-|S). We need some tightness uniformly in n:

In fact, by Lemma 3.6 in [2] and using the fact that M, is stochastically smaller than MX!'| we obtain that
sup,, >3 P(M, > 3logn) < e~ for some (small) constant C' > 0. For any k > 1, denote by Z := Djul=r 1
the number of individuals at generation k. By the triangular inequality and the branching property at k, we
get that for any n >k +3, P(M, > 3logn+ A, 8) <P(3ul =k : V(u) > A) + E[1(z, 506 “?*]. Letting
A — 0o and then k — oo, we get (4.10). The left tail limsup,,_, . P(M,, — 3 logn < —\), as A — oo, follows
from [2], see also Lemma 4 4.
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Lemma 4.5 Assume (1.1) and (1.2). For any fized a > 1, we have

3
lim sup IP’*( max M > §logn+x) — 0, as r — Q.

n—r00 n<k<an

Proof of Lemma 4.5. Obviously, it is enough to prove the Lemma for a = 2. By Lemma
4.4, there exists some A\g > 0 such that for all A > A\g and for all n < k < 3n,

P(M4n_k > glogn — A) > exp ( — 2¢10 )\e_)‘). (4.11)
Let x > 2)\g and n > x. Define
3
Ky = Ke(n) == inf{k >n: My > 5 logn + z}, (iIU}f = 00).

Let n < k < 3n. Denote by S; the event that the Galton-Watson tree T survives up to the
generation k. Then Sy, is non-increasing on k. On the set {x, = k} NSy, V(u) > Slogn +
for any |u| = k. Let 0 < y < z — A¢. It follows from the branching property that on

{Fam = k} N Sy,

3 3
P(M4n > 3 logn+y } ]:k) = ll_[kIP’<I\\/JI4n_k > 3 logn — A) })\:V(u)_y
> exp ( — 2¢19 Z (V(u) — y)e’(v(“)fy)>
|u|=Fk

> exp ( — 2¢q9 eka),

where we have used (4.11) to get the above first inequality.
Therefore for any ¢ > 0 and n < k < 3n,

3 v
P<M4n > 3 logn + vy, S, ke = k) > E[e’%“’e Dkl(skm{nx:k})]
Z 676]?(14(4_13) N {/‘im = k}), (412)
where -
Az =8N { sup D; < Z—e_y}. (4.13)
n<j<4n €10

Since S, C S, for k > n, (4.12) still holds if we replace Sk by S, in the LHS. Taking the sum
over n < k < 3n for (4.12) (with S replaced by S,,), we get that for any e > 0,0 <y < x—Xg
and all n > ny,

3 3
P(A(4_13) N { max M, > 510gn+x}> < eE]P’(I\\/[Lm > 3 logn + v, Sn>

n<k<3n

IN

3
e° IP’(I\\/JI4n >3 logn + v, S) + e P(S°NS,)
< e4+€eP(SNS,), (4.14)
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by using (4.10) if we choose a sufficiently large constant y = y(e) only depending on e. Since
lim, 00 P(S°NS,,) = 0, then for > y(e) + A\ and all large n > ny(e),

P<A413 N{ max M > —310gn+x}> < 2e. (4.15)

n<k<3n

Note the factor 3n in the above estimate and we fix our choice of y = y(e) in A.13).
Now, we shall get rid of the term Ay ;3 in (4.15). Let z € (y,  — o). Recalling the
definition of £, in (1.19). Define

Awap) = {Elu €L, |ul <z, V(u) <z, sup D( W < Lefy,S(“)}, (4.16)

2<j<3n C10

where (Dj(»u), j>0), M.(u), S™ are defined from the subtree T, in the same way as (Dj,j >
0),M.,S do from T. Let n > 2z. The event {max,<p<a, My > %logn + 2x,S} implies that
for some n < k < 2n, for any |v| =k, V(v) > 3logn + 2. If A1) # 0, then we take an

arbitrary u € A1) and get that Mk )| = 3 logn+2x V(u) > % log n+ x. By conditioning

on |u|, we get that for z € (y, x — A\o) and for all large n > nao(x, ¢),

3
IP’( max M, > élognJr 22, S, Awuae) # ®>

n<k<2n

3
< max ]P’( max My > —logn+az, sup D; < £ oy S)
1<i<z n—i<k<2n—i 2 1<j<3n 2¢10

3
< IP’( max M > —logn+:p sup D; < —e_y S)
2n<k<2n 2<j<3n €10
< 2, (4.17)
by applying (4.15) to get the last inequality. On the other hand,
]P)(A(4.16) = (Z)a S)
< IP’(VU € £,, sup D§u) > £ e Vor (SWye, £, # Q)) +P<maxmaX(V(u), lul) > x)

2<j<3n €10 uEL:
= E[e PrleV#L >0)} +P<m€1€xmax( (u), Jul) > x), (4.18)
ucL ,

where the last equality is due to the branching property at £,, and p,(e,y) is defined by
e Pn(Ey) = IP’(sup%Sjgm D; > 26%6*3/ or SC). As D,, — D, almost surely on S, we see
that lim sup,, ,, e Pn(E¥) < IP(DOO > ge—eVor SC) as n — oo.

By Liu [27], Theorem 2.6 , P(0 < Dy, < 5.-¢ ¥, 8) > 0 hence P(Do > 5e-e ¥ or S°) <
1 and there exists some p(e,y) > 0 such that for all large n, e Pn(Ey) < oP(EY)

iThis is where we use the condition that the law of log Z|u\:1 e~V is non-lattice.
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Assembling (4.17) and (4.18) give that for any z > y,

Clarg) = limsuplimsupIP’< max M, > glogn+2x,3)

T—00 n—00 n<k<2n

< E[e*p@’y)#fq(# mm} 4o (4.19)

Notice that {#£, > 0} is nonincreasing on z and its limit as z — oo equals S. Then
P({#£. >0} NS°) — 0 as z = co. On S, we have from (4.5) that £, — oo as z — o
almost surely, hence E[e*p(e’y)#521(#£z>o)} < E[e*p(e’y)#’{jz 13} +IP’({#£Z >0} N SC) — 0 as
z — o0o. Then letting 2 — oo, we see that C(419) < 2¢. This proves the Lemma since € can
be arbitrarily small. []

We are now ready to give the proof of Theorem 1.1.

Proof of Theorem 1.1.
Proof of the lower bound in Theorem 1.1. Consider large integer j. Let n; := 27 and
Aj := alogloglogn; with some constant 0 < @ < 1. Fix o > 0 and put

3
A= {Mnj > ilognj + )\j}.

Recall that if the system dies out at generation nj, then by definition M, = oo. Define
M™ from the subtree T, in the same way as M. does from T. Then A; = {V|u] = nj_q,
M) > %log nj + A; — V(u)}, which by the branching property at n;_; implies that

nj—"j—1

3
p(Aj | ]:nH) = ]I ]I"(I\4lnjwj,1 2 5 logn; + A — x) L::V(u)’

lul=n;—1

with the usual convention: [], := 1. By the lower limits of M, , (cf. (1.3)), a.s. for all
large j, M, , > %log Nj_1 ~ b%j, hence x = V(u) > A; since A\; ~ aloglogj. Applying
Lemma 4.4 gives that on {M,, , > 3logn;_1}, for some constant C' > 0, for all [u| = n;_,

< CV(u) e~ V(W)=X;)

3
P<Mnj—nj_1 < 5 log nj + )‘j - l‘) }x:V(u) -

It follows that

lul=n;—_1
= I(Mnj_lzélognj_l) exp ( - 2C Z V(u) e—(V(u)—Aj)>
lul=n;—_1
- 1(Mnj,1z§10gnj,1) exp ( - 2C eAanj,1>.
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Since Dy, , — D, a.s., and et ~ (logj)® with a < 1, we get that almost surely,
> P(441F ) = o,
J

which according to Lévy’s conditional form of Borel-Cantelli’s lemma ([25], Corollary 68),
implies that P(A;, i.0.) = 1. Then

1 3
li — (M, — =1 > a, 8.
1?j£p log log logn( g 8 n)ze s

The lower bound follows by letting a — 1. [J

Proof of the upper bound in Theorem 1.1. Let 6 > 0 be small. Recall (4.4). Let a > ag be

as in Lemma 4.2 such that a.s. on S, #f&a) > =9 for all large A\. Let b > 0 such that
e ® > ¢ =P(S°. By Lemma 4.5, there exists some constant xy > 0 such that

3
IP( max My > —logn + x()) <e? Vn > ny.
n<k<dn 2

Let x1 := x9 + a. Consider large integer j and define n; := 27, \; := (1 + 24) logloglogn;.
Define 3
B; ::{ max Mk>§lognj+)\j+x1}08.

n; <k§nj+1
Then,

P(Bj,#fg\? > =94 max lu| < nj_l)

ueﬁ(;;)

a w 3 “ N
< ]P’(Vu € £(Aj) © max I\\/[[,(c) > 51()%7%' + 2o, #f(xj) > o1 5)AJ)

nj—1<k<njii

< exp ( — be(l"s))‘f),

whose sum on j converges [0 being small]. On the other hand, by (4.2), ]P’(maxueﬁ(;) lu| >
j

) —C5n1-£31 : . (a) (1-0)A;
nj_l) < cge” “@"i-1 whose sum again converges. Therefore, Zj IP’(BJ, #f)\j >e ) < 00.
By Borel-Cantelli’s lemma, almost surely, for all large j, the event {B;, #£E\3) > e(1=9% )

does not hold; but we have chosen a such that on S, #.£ (;;) > e(1=9% for all large j. Hence
a.s. on &, for all large j, max,; cp<n;,, M < %log n; + A; + 21, from which we get that a.s.

on S,

1 3
li —(M,, — =1 <1429,
l,rflsolip log log logn< 2 %8 n)s1+

yielding the upper bound as é > 0 can be arbitrarily small. [J
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5 Proof of Theorem 1.4

5.1 The Béttcher case: Proof of (1.17)
Recall (1.19) for the stopping line £.

Lemma 5.1 (The Bottcher case) Under the same assumptions as in Theorem 1.4, for
any constant a > 0, we have

E[e*a#ﬂ S WSS (5.1)

Proof of Lemma 5.1. Let us check at first the lower bound in (5.1). Observe that P-almost
surely,

Dy =Y e ""Dy(u), (5.2)

u€eL

where conditioned on {V(u),u € £3}, Do (u) are independent copies of Dy,. Take K large
enough such that E[e~%0P=] < e~¢ that is possible because Dy, > 0, P-a.s. Let z = Kye &,
where K = esssup max, =1 V' (u) < 0o is as in (1.8). Therefore

E[e*mD“’] - E[ 11 E[ef‘”e_%”yzv<u>s“ff}

ueL

< IEE[HE!A e_a] = E[e_“#fA].

Hence E[efa#’gk] > E [eﬂD“’] = e = =" gives the lower bound of (5.1).

For the upper bound of (5.1), we use again (5.2) to see that Dy < e ™3 o Doo(u).
Take a constant b > 0 such that E[e_bD“’] > e 2. It follows that

E [e—beA Doo] Z E |:e_b2u€£)\ DOO(U)] Z E [e—a#fk:| ,

since conditioned on £, (Dso(t))ues, areii.d. copies of Dy,. Then (1.15) implies the upper
bound of (5.1). O

Proof of (1.17). By Lemmas 4.4 and 4.5, we can choose two positive constants c;; and ¢y
such that for any n > 1,

3 3 —C12
glglglnp(M] > 5 logn — 011> > e 2, (5.3)
3 —C12
IP’( %réljaén M; > 5 logn + 011> < e 92 (5.4)
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For any u € T, define as before M( W = = minyer, jv|=|u+;(V (v) — V(u)) for any j > 0. It
follows that

3 w 3
P(Mn>§logn—|—)\—cn> > P(Vuef)\,|u|< M( )M_ 210gn—cn>
—c £
= E[ P e s, |u\§%>]
> E[ _612#£A} —IP’(max|u| > n)
u€eL 2
Z 7e(/3+0(1))>‘ _ 066705 n1/3’

by Lemma 5.1 and (4.2). The lower bound in (1.17) follows from the assumption that
A = o(logn).
To get the upper bound in (1.17), we use the hypothesis (1.8) and obtain that
3
IP’( max M, > —logn+)\+cu+K>

n<k<2n

< IP’(‘V’u € £,\,max|u| < —, max M 3logn+cn) +P<max|u| > 2)

2 n<k<on k-lul =

1/3

_ £ _
< [e ci2 # ,\] + cge csn :

by (5.4) and (4.2). The upper bound follows from Lemma 5.1. [

5.2 The Schroder case: Proof of (1.16)
In the case ¢ := P(S¢) > 0, we need to estimate the probability that the extinction happens
after £y:

Lemma 5.2 Assume (1.1), (1.2) and (1.5). Then for any A > 0,
P<{£>\ #0} N SC) = E[q#"gA 1(#£A>0)] < qe ™

Proof of Lemma 5.2. The above equality is an immediate consequence of the branching
property at the optional line £, (cf. [8]).

To show the above inequality, we recall that v(u), for any u € T, denotes the number of
children of u. Write u < £ if there exists some particle v € £ such that v < v [i.e. u is an
ancestor of v]. Then for the tree up to £, the following equality holds: almost surely,

#L=1+ Y (v(u) —1). (5.5)

g<u< £y

Recall (1.5). Define a process

n—1
Xo= > ] @™ pn) V™, n>1,

|lu|=n =0
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where as before, u; denotes the ancestor of u at ith generation. It is straightforward to check,
by using the branching property, that (X,,),>; is a (nonnegative) martingale with mean 1.
Define

|ul—1

Xey= D [T @ lpwpzn) V™. A0,

ucty i=0

According to Biggins and Kyprianou ([8], Lemma 14.1), E[ X, ] equals E[X;] times some
probability term, hence E[X,, ] < E[X;] = 1.

Notice that for any u € £, v(u;) > 1 for all i < |u| and H‘Zilal (") L us1)) =
go<i<lul V)= > g #E-1 hy (5 5) [recalling ¢ < 1]. Then X, > ¢#“ '™ on {#£, > 0}.
The Lemma follows from E[X, | <1. O

Lemma 5.3 Assume (1.1), (1.2), (1.5) and (1.6). For any 6 > 0, there exist an integer
mgs > 1 and a constant \o(8) > 0 such that for all X > Ao(9),

IP(O <HLy < mé) > o=,

Proof of Lemma 5.3: We discuss the case ¢ = 0 and the case g > 0 separately.
(i) First case: ¢ = 0. We shall prove that

P(#D& - 1) > o~ (oL, (5.6)

where as usual o(1) denotes a quantity which goes to 0 as A — oo. To this end, we have by
the change of measure (see Section 2.2 and (2.9)) that
1

P(ho: 1)

W 1(#&:1)} = @[ev(wf*(“))l(#@:n] > e Q(#a& = 1). (5.7)
£

Notice that under Q, {#£, = 1} means that £y = {w,, ) }. Recall that v(u) denotes the
number of children of u € T. Then Q(#f,\ = 1\goo> = L(o<k<r (w),v(wy)=1) and thus

P(#d& - 1) > e)‘Q<0 <k < my(w), v(wy) = 1). (5.8)

Recall (1.9) for 7. We claim that
@(o <k < (W), vwg) = 1) — o (IFrHo(A, (5.9)
To get (5.9), we use the fact (cf. Section 2.2) that (3 ,ci5,) 0avy, AV (We))k>1 are Lid.

under Q, where AV (u) := V(u) — V(u) for any u # @ = w,. Notice that v(w_;) =
1+ #0(wy).
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Let us check that the process

Un = e(1+7)V(Wn)1(V1§k§n,u(wk,1)=1)7 n > 17

is a Q-martingale of mean 1. In fact, U, is a product of n i.i.d. variables, then it is enough to
check that Q[U;] = 1. But Q[U;] = Q[eMMVEIL yp)] = E[Z\u|:1 eVW1,)] =1, as
claimed. By the optional stopping theorem and the Fatou lemma, we get that Q [UTA (W)} <1,
which implies the upper bound in (5.9) since V(7x(w)) > A [under Q, 7)(w) is a.s. finite].

To get the lower bound in (5.9), let € > 0 be small. Fix some large constant C' whose
value will be determined later. Let us find some 7 such that the process

Uy(LC) = e(1+y0)v(wn)1(V1§k§n,u(wk71)=1,AV(Wk)SC)7 n > 1,

is a Q-martingale with mean 1. As for U,,, the constant % is determined by

1= E[ Z evcv(u)l(yzl,V(u)SC)]a

lul=1

where for |u| = 1, AV (u) = V(u). Plainly 7¢ — v as C' — oo. Choose C sufficiently large
such that vo <+ ¢. Since (U,gK), k < 7\(w)) is uniformly bounded by e(!*7¢)+C) " By the
optional stopping theorem, we obtain that

| — @[U;C()W)} < e(mc)mc)@(w <k <nv(w) = 1>,

finishing the proof of (5.9) as ¢ can be arbitrarily small. The Lemma (in the case ¢ = 0)
follows from (5.9) and (5.8).

(ii) Second (and last) case: ¢ > 0. We can not repeat the same proof as before, for
instance p; = P(v = 1) may vanish.

Again by the change of measure we have that for any integer m > 1,

1@(0 < #Ey < m) - Q[Lh#“m)} > %ek@(#i} < m), (5.10)

We,
where we used the facts that W, = Zue,ﬁ eV < me ™ on {#£, < m} and under Q,
£ contains at least the singleton {w,, ) }. Define for any z > 0,
q(z) :=P(supV(v) < z) =P(£, =0),
veT
with the usual convention that supy = 0. Plainly, lim, o q(z) = P(sup,er V(v) < o00) =

P(8°) = ¢. For any small ¢ > 0, there exists some z = xo(¢) > 0 such that ¢(z) > ¢ — ¢ for
all z > xg.

$For the existence of such constant, we used the integrability assumption (1.6): the convex function
f:b— E[Z‘M:l ebV(“)l(Uzl)} has a derivative f'(y) > M > 0 hence f is increasing at . Then

f(a) > f(v) = 1. Take Cj large enough such that E[Zm\:l eav(“)l(yzlyv(u)gco)] > 1, then such ¢ exists
for all C > Cy. We shall use the existences of similar constants later without further explanations.
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Let 6 > 0 be small. Before bounding below Q(#f)\ < m) with some m = msg, we first
choose some constants. Let a be large and € be small whose values will be determined later.
Recall that O(wy) denotes the set of brothers of wy. Let us choose a constant v, . such that

U9 1= 1) V) (g — g)2oshanCER)TDT 0 vuetsn), AV <a)s n>1, (5.11)

is a Q-martingale with mean 1. As before, such v, . is determined by the following equalities
a,e)V (W v(wg)—
1 = @|:e(1+7 )V ( 1)((] —¢) (wo)—1 1(maX\u\:1,u¢w1 v(u)ga)]

= E[ Z e'ya,sV(u) (q - E)V—l 1(maX\v\=1,v;ﬁu V(v)ga)] .

|u|=1
The existence of ~, . follows from (1.5) and (1.6). Clearly v,. — v as @ — oo and € — 0.
Fix now a = a(0) > 0 (large enough) and € = £(J) > 0 (small enough) such that v, . < y+9.
Choose a constant g = zo(d) > 0 such that ¢(x) > ¢ — ¢ for all z > x.
On the other hand, we remark that (1.1) and (1.5) imply that
IP’(I <v < oo, |m\21>1( V(u) > 0) > 0. (5.12)
In fact, E[1a<y<c)d” " X juimt €V w0 = 1-E[la<vcond” " X1 €V v w<o)] >
1— E[l(ngw)q”’lu] > 0, hence (5.12) holds. It follows that there are some integer n, > 1
and some positive constants ¢, and b, such that

b <E[lpzay D ¢ pze) | = Q(vw) <n., Vi) 2 c),  (5.13)
|u|=1

where the last equality follows from the change of measure formula (Section 2.2 (i), wy = @).
Choose (and fix) a constant L > o+ z¢ such that £ is an integer. Define ms := (n,)%/%.
Recall (1.18) for the definition of 7y(u). For any A > 2L we consider the following events

A = {‘v’k < Ta—r(w), Yu € O(wg), AV (u) < a, £}\u) = @},
L
A2 = {VT)\,L(W) < k< T)\,L(W) + C—, Yu € U(Wk), u(u) = 0, V(W]gfl) < n*,AV<Wk) > C*},

where £§\u) =T, N £, and v(u) denotes the number of children of w.
Observe that on A; N Ay, 7a(w) < 7y_p(w) + é, and # £, < (n,)"/* = ms. Since ¢ > 0,
po = P(v =0) > 0, it follows from the spinal decomposition (Section 2.2 (iii)) that

Q(#£r <ms) = Q(A1N4,)

Ta—L( +**1

= Q[B1 H H Po X Lw(up_1)<ne, AV (wp)>c. )}

k= Th— L(W) ueU(wk)

LW+ L1

> p? Q [31 H l(y(wk,l)gn*,Av(wk)zc*)] , (5.14)

k=7x_r(w)
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where

B, := H H q )\ V 1(AV(u <a) > H (q_é‘)l/(wkil)il1(maxu€(;(wk)AV(u)Sa) = 827
k<7’)\ L(W) UEU(Wk) k<T)\,L(W)

by using the fact that for any u € O(wg) with &k < 7_p(w), V(u) < A= L+ a < X —x, and
qgA—=V(u)) > q(xy) > q—e.

Recall that under Q, (ZueU (o) 5{Av(u s AV (wg))k>1 are ii.d.; then the strong Markov
property implies that under Q and conditioned on G, , @), (v (wk 1), AV (W) k>ry o (w) are
i.i.d., of common law that of (v(wg), V' (w;)). Therefore,

Q<#£,\ < m5> > o Q[Bg] Q(V(Wo) < ny, V(w) > c*>L/c* > pg'? b*L/C* Q[BQ]. (5.15)

It remains to estimate Q[Bs]. Going back to (5.11) and applying the optional stopping
theorem at 7y, for U(@®) (which remains bounded up to 7,_1 ), we get that

v(wg)—1 — —L+a
Q[B,] = @[(q - €)Z°§k<”‘“”)( ) )1(Vk<n,Vu€U(wk),AV(u)ga):| > o (IH7me)A=Lta)

In view of (5.10) and (5.15), this implies that
]P)<O < #"8)\ S m5> > i]jnl‘s bL/C L— ae_'Ya,s()\—L-i—a).

Then we have proved the Lemma in the case ¢ > 0 [by choosing a sufficiently large \o(d)].
O

Lemma 5.4 (The Schréoder case) Under the same assumptions as in Theorem 1.4, for
any constant a > 0, we have

E[e_“#“l(#fpo)] = e DA, A — o0. (5.16)

Proof of Lemma 5.4. From Lemma 5.3, the lower bound of (5.16) follows immediately.
We also mention that in the cases when ¢ = 0 or ¢ > 0 but 0 < a < log(1/q), we can give a
proof of the lower bound of (5.16) in the same way as that of (5.1).

For the upper bound, we proceed in the same way as in the proof of Lemma 5.1, but
by paying attention to the possibility of extinction of the system. Take b > 0 such that

E[e™*P~] > e ® By (5.2), e* Dy < > ucs, Doo(u), then
E [e—beA Dool(Doo>0)] > E _e—queieA DOO(U)]'(DOO>O):|
> Ele " Zuen P01, 0| - P({#4: > 010 S°)
> E 'e*“#fxi(#,gpo)} _ ii»({#ifA > 01N 30).
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By (1.14), I[Z[e*beA D°°1(Do<,>0)] < Ce™*, which together with Lemma 5.2 yield the upper
bound in (5.16). O

We now are ready to give the proof of (1.16):

Proof of (1.16). Let us prove at first the the lower bound in (1.16). By Lemma 4.4,
there are ¢;3 > 0 (large enough) and ¢4 > 0 (small enough) such that mins <<y, P(My >
%logn —13,8) > ¢y for all n > 1.

Let 0 > 0 be small and let ms > 1 and A\g(6) > 0 be as in Lemma 5.3. Let A > X\(9).
Remark that

3 u 3
]P’(Mn > §logn+)\—clg,8> > ]P’(O < #Ly <mg,Vu € £A,M1(12‘u| > §logn—013, lu| < g, S(u))7

where as before, S® = {T, suvives} and M§u) = Mminyer, jvj=ju/+;(V(v) — V(u)) for any
7 > 0. It follows that

3
P(Mn > §logn—|- A— 013,8> > (014)m‘51[”<0 < #L), < m(;,mz}x|u| < g)
uctdy

> (e1q)™ <IP’<O <H#L, < ma) — IP’(HlaX\U\ > g))

u€L \

> (c1g)™ (e*(”‘s))‘ - 666765,11/3)7

by Lemma 5.3 and (4.2). The lower bound of (1.16) follows.

We prove now the upper bound in (1.16). By assumption (1.6) holds for any a > 0, hence
S1 has all exponential moments. It follows from (2.6) that for any a > 0, there exists some
C, > 0 such that

P(SU > x) <C,e™, V>0 (5.17)

Let 6 > 0 be small and a > (1 ++)/0 + 1. Then

P(Iﬂax Viu) > (1+ 5))\) = E[ > 1(V(u)>(1+6)x)] = E[GSTA1(57A2(1+6)>\):| =o(e™™), (5.18)

u€ u€L
where the last equality follows easily from (5.17). Define

A g) i = {max Vu) < (14 5)A, Zré%}th < g} (5.19)

ueL

Then by (4.2), for all large n > ny and 0 < A = o(logn),

IP’( f5_19)) < P(maXV(u) > (1 +5))\) +P<max|u| > 2)

ue £y ue £y 2

< ofe) fcge nt/? _ o(e ).
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On SN{M, > 3logn+ (1+2§)A}, £, # 0. Consider A such that 6A < logn. Therefore,

IP’( max M, > glognJr (14 20)\, S)

n<k<2n

3
< IP’( max M > B logn + (1 +26)\, Apag), £1 # @) +o(e™™)

n<k<2n

< P(Vu € £, max M§“) > §logn+5>\, £y # @) +o(e™™)

n<j<2n 2
= B(5_20) + o(ef'y)‘), (520)
where Mgﬁu) i= maxXyer,, joj=jul+k (V (v) — V(u)). Conditioning on Fg,, M™ are i.i.d. copies

of M. By Lemma 4.5 (with a = 4), there exist some ¢15 > 0 and A such that (6 being fixed)
for all large n > ng(\o),

3 3
]P’( max M, > §logn—|- 5)\0) < P(S9) +IP’*< max M, > §logn+5)\0) < e 5,

2 <k<2n n<k<on
Then by conditioning on F,, we get that
B2 < E[e_cw#ﬂl(f#@)} — e~ (rHoX
by Lemma 5.4. This and (5.20) prove the upper bound in (1.16) since § can be arbitrarily
small. [
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