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Abstract

We consider the problem: —div(pVu) = w4~ + Au, u > 0 in Q, u = 0 on .
Where 2 is a bounded domain in IR", n > 3, p: Q — IR is a given positive weight
such that p € H'(Q2) N C(Q), A is a real constant and ¢ = -2%. We study the effect
of the behavior of p near its minima and the impact of the geometry of domain on
the existence of solutions for the above problem.
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1 Introduction

In this paper we study the following problem:

—div(p(x)Vu) = u? ! + . in Q,
(L1) u>0 in Q,
u =0 on 0,

where  is a bounded domain in IR", n > 3, p: Q — IR is a given positive weight such
that p € H'(Q) N C(Q), A is a real constant and ¢ = 2% is the critical exponent for the
Sobolev embedding of H}(£2) into L4().

In [BN], Brezis and Nirenberg treated the case where p is constant. They proved, in par-
ticular, the existence of a solution of (1.1) for 0 < A < A1 if n >4 and for A* < X < A if
n = 3, where A1 is the first eigenvalue of —A on 2 with zero Dirichlet boundary condition
and \* is a positive constant.

In this paper, we extend this result to the general case of where p is not constant. The
study of problem (1.1), shows that the existence of solutions depends, apart from param-
eter A, on the behavior of p near its minima and on the geometry of the domain €.

Set p, = min{p(z), = € Q}, we suppose that p~1({p,})NN # @ and let a € p~1({p,}) N Q.
In the first part of this work, we study the effect of the behavior of p near its minima on
the existence of solution for our problem. The method that is mostly relied upon, apart

from the identities of Pohozeav, is the adaptations to the new context of the arguments



developed in [BN].

We assume that, in a neighborhood of a, p behaves like
(1.2) p(x) = p, + Blz — al* + |z — a0 (x),

with k£ > 0, B > 0 and 6(x) tends to 0 when z tends to a.

Note that the parameter k£ will play an essential role in the study of our problem. Indeed,
2 appears as a critical value for k. More precisely the case k > 2 is treated by a classical
procedure, however the case 0 < k < 2 is less easily accessible. Therefore, in this case,

we restrict ourself to the case where p satisfies the additional condition
(1.3) kB <

Let us notice that if p is sufficiently smooth, then condition (1.2) follows directly from
Taylor’s expansion of p near a.

The fact that 2 is a critical value for k appears clearly in dimension n = 4, therefore, in
this dimension and with the aim of obtaining more explicit results, we assume moreover
that 6 satisfies |, Ba1) ‘f(a)‘4d:c < 00. Let us emphasize that this last condition is not
necessary to prove the existence of solutions.

Moreover, in dimension n = 3, the problem is more delicate, then we treat it in a particular
case; more precisely for p(x) = p, + Bz — al¥, k > 0.

The first result of this paper is the following

Theorem 1.1

Assume that p € HY(Q)NC(Q) satisfies (1.2). Let \¥ be the first eigenvalue of —div(p(z)V.)
on Q with zero Dirichlet boundary condition, we have

1Ifn >4 and k > 2, then for every X €]0, \{IV[ there exists a solution of (1.1).

2)If n > 4 and k = 2, then there exists a constant ¥(n) = %ﬁg such that for
every A €]7(n), \#%[ there exists a solution of (1.1).

3)If n = 3 and k > 2, then there exists a constant v(k) > 0 such that for every
A €]y(k), A\{IV[ there exists a solution of (1.1).

4)Ifn > 3,0 < k <2 and p satisfies the condition (1.3) then there exists \* € [ﬁ}c”;, AV,
where B, = B min[(diam Q)*=2 1], such that for any X €N, X&V[ problem (1.1) admits
a solution.

5)If n > 3 and k > 0, then for every A < 0 there is no minimizing solution of equation
(1.1).

6)If n >3 and k > 0, then there is no solution of problem (1.1) for every A > \%.

Remark 1.1
In general, the intervals |5(n), \#*[ in 2) and [ﬁ}c"{, MV in 4), may be empty. But there
are some sufficient conditions for which the above intervals are nonempty:

1) If p, > f(f; (714_)2)2& (diam )2, then 5(n) < A,

Notice that this condition is always true if n is rather large.




Brn?

. then B) n? o zdiv,
(n — 2)2 (diam )2 s <A

2) If p, >

The second part of this work is dedicated to the study of the effect of the geometry of
the domain on the existence of solutions of our problem. More precisely, since for A = 0
and p € HY(Q) N C(Q) satisfying Vp(z).(x — a) > 0 a.e in €, the problem (1.1) does not
have a solution for a starshaped domain about a, we will modify the geometry of € in
order to find a solution. Therefore, let 2 C IR", n > 3 be a starshaped domain about a

and let € > 0, we will study the existence of solution of the problem

—div(p(x)Vu) = u?! in Q,
(L) u>0 in Q.
u=0 on 0¥,

where Q. = Q\ B(a, ).

For p = 1 and A = 0, the problem (1.1) has been first investigated in [C] and an in-
teresting result of existence has been proved for domains with holes. In [BaC], this last
result is extended to all domains having "nontrivial" topology (in a suitable sense). This
nontrivially condition (which covers a large class of domains) is only sufficient for the
solvability but not necessary as shown by some examples of contractible domains 2 for
which (1.1) has solutions (see D], |Di], [Pal).

In other direction, [Le| shows that the solution of [C|, on a domain with a hole of diameter
e and center x(, concentrates at the point z¢. In [H], the author generalized the result of
[C] for the case where u? is replaced by u? 4+ pu®, where p € IR and 1 < a < g.

In this work, we consider the case where p € H(2)NC(Q2) and satistying Vp(z).(x—a) > 0
a.e on \ {a}. The method we use in this part is an adaptation of those used in [C| and
[H]. More particularly, we use the min-max techniques and a variant of the Ambrosetti-
Rabinowitz theorem, see [AR].

The second result of this paper is the following

Theorem 1.2
There exists €9 = €9(2,p) > 0 such that for 0 < e < g the problem (I.) has at least one
solution in HZ ().

The rest of this paper is divided into three sections. In Section 2 some preliminary results
will be established. Section 3 and Section 4 are devoted respectively to the proof of
Theorem 1.1 and the proof of Theorem 1.2.

2 Some preliminary results

We start by recalling some notations which will be frequently used throughout the rest

of this paper. First, we define

S = inf [Vl
€ HY (), lullg=1
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that corresponds to the best constant for the Sobolev embedding H{ (2) C L4(Q). Let us

denote by U, . an extremal function for the Sobolev inequality

1
Uge(x) = —, x € IR".

(e+lz—al?)=

We set

(2.1) Uge(2) = ((2)Use(x), x € R",

where ¢ € C§°(2) is a fixed function such that 0 < ¢ <1, and ¢ = 1 in some neighborhood
of a included in €.
We know from [BN] that

K,

(2.2) IVaells = —= +O(1),
g 2
K.

(2.3) |t llz= = +O()
3

and

s +0()ifn>5

(2.4) luac I3 =9 ¢ *
5 |logel+O(1) if n=4

where K7 and Ko are positive constants with % = S, w, is the area of S and K3 =

1
— dx.
/Rn (1 + a2

We shall state some auxiliary results.
For p € C1(Q2) or p € HY(Q) N C(Q) and Vp(z).(x — a) > 0 a.e x € 2, we consider

1 g fQ Vp(z).(z — a)|Vu|2dx
2 w€HL(Q),u#£0 fQ |u|2dx

a(p) =

We easily see that a(p) € [—o00, +00[, and we have the following result

Proposition 2.1

1) If p € CH(Q) and if there exists b € Q such that Vp(b)(b— a) < 0, then a(p) = —oc.
2) If p € HY(Q) N C(Q) satisfying (1.2) and Vp(x).(x — a) >0 a.e x € Q, we have
2.a) If k> 2 and p € CY(Q), then a(p) =0 for alln > 3.

2.b) If 0 < k < 2 and p satisfies condition (1.83) then for all n > 3 we have

2
gﬂk (#) (diam Q)k_2 < a(p).

Proof. We start by proving 1). Set ¢(x) = Vp(x).(x — a), Yz € Q and let p € C§°(R")
such that 0 < ¢ <1 on IR", ¢ = 1 on the ball {z,|z| < r}, and ¢ = 0 outside the ball



{x, ]w\ < 27“}, where r < 1 is a positive constant .
Set @j(z) = p(j(x — b)) for j € N*. We have

1 [ a(@)|Vy;(@)|*da
2 Jo lpjl?dx
1[50, 20) 4(@)|Vp; (2)Pda
-2 fB(b 2y 05| 2da

)

alp) <

Using the change of variable y = j(x — b), we get

ﬁfB(O,zr) q(% +0)| V()| *da
2 fB(072r) |pl2da

alp) <

Applying the Dominated Convergence Theorem, we obtain

fB(0727~) V(x)[*dz

-2

J
a(p) < % |q(b)
fB(o,zr) |pl?dx

2

+0(1)

Letting 7 — oo, we deduce the desired result.
Now we will prove 2.a).

Using (1.2) and since p € C1(£2) in a neighborhood V of a, we write
(2.5) p(@) = po + Brla — a* + 61 (),
where 0; € C1(V) is such that

(2.6) lim @)

T—a ‘x — a’k o

Looking at (2.6), we deduce that there exists 0 < r < 1, such that
(2.7) 01(z) < |z —a|® Vz € B(a,2r).

Let ¢ € C§°(IR™) be a function such that 0 < ¢ <1 on IR", ¢ = 1 on the ball {z, |z] < r},
and ¢ = 0 outside the ball {z,|z| < 2r}. Set ¢;(z) = p(j(z — a)) for j € N*, we have

1 Vo) = )|V () Pde

<
O=al) =5 Jo lpjPdx

Using (2.5), we see that

Sy, 17— 0l IVii(@)Pda R i, VOr(2)@ = @) Vepy ()P
[, leslPde 2 T | Pds

2r 2r
B(a,*~ B(a, %~
(a, j ) (a, j )

OSoc(p)Sk—fk

Performing the change of variable y = j(x — a), and integrating by parts the second term
of the right hand side, we obtain

kBe oo VIV ()P da
21572 [ a PP

i L on 14+ AV (I Ve(y)?)do

J
0<a(p) < + = 5
2 fB(o,Qr) |SD| dx




Using (2.7), we write

KBe Jooan WIEIVe@)Pde [ PV ([Ve(y)Py)de
2jk72 ‘<P‘2d$ + ijfl

0<a(p) < 2
S0 12PPd2

fB(O,QT)
Therefore, for k > 2 we deduce that a(p) = 0, and this finishes the proof of this case.
Now, in order to prove 2.b), we need to recall the following Hardy’s inequality, see for

example [CKN] or Theorem 330 in [HLP].

Lemma 2.1
Let t € IR such that t +n > 0, we have Yu € H}(Q)
2
/|x|t|u|2daz < (—)2/ 2. Vul?|z| d.
Q n+t Q

2

n+t)2 is optimal and is not achieved.

Moreover the constant (

Now we prove 2.b). Since p satisfies (1.3), we have for all u € H}(Q) \ {0},
Jo Vp(@).(z — a)|Vu(z)|*ds Jo |z = al¥|Vu(z)*dz
Jo lu(x)|?dx Jo lu(x)|?dx
By applying the last Lemma for 0 < £k =2+t < 2, we find

> kB

Vp(z).(z — a)|Vu(z)|*dx n+k—2\%, _
Ja [ TuPds > kB — (diam Q)2
Q
This implies that a(p) > %ﬁk(%H)Q(dmm Q)k—2, g

Let us give the following non-existence result

Proposition 2.2
We assume that a(p) > —oo. There is no solution for (1.1) when A < a(p) and Q is a

starshaped domain about a.

Proof. This follows from Pohozev’s identity. Suppose that u is a solution of (1.1). We
first multiply (1.1) by Vu(z).(x — a), next we integrate over {2 and we obtain

(2.8) /QquVu(x).(:c ~a)dr = " 2 /Q ()| 9,
(2.9) )\/QuVu(x).(:c —a)dr = —gA/Q u(z)|2da
and
] _ - 2 2)|Vu(z)|?dzx
/Q —div(p(z)Ve)Vu(@).(z — a)dz = —" /Q p() V() Pd
(2.10) - %/QVp(x)(x —a)|Vu(z)*dx

1 ou 5
- 5 [ pe)e - o P



where v denotes the outward normal to 9S2.
Combining (2.8), (2.9) and (2.10), we write
2 11

__/ 2)|Vu(z \ dx — /Vp (x —a)|Vu(z )] dx =

x)|%dx — 2)\/ lu(z)|*dz.
2 Ja

On the other hand, we multiply (1.1) by "T_Qu and we integrate by parts, we get

p(@)|Vu(z)|*dz = | lu( )[2da.
Q

Combining (2.11) and (2.12), we obtain
9 1 9 1 ou
A u(@)|*de — = | Vp(x).(z —a)|Vu(z)|*dx — = p(z)|=—|*(x — a).vdx = 0.
Q 2 Jo 2 Jo v

If © is starshaped about a, then (x — a).v > 0 on 952, and

(2.12) n-2

1
)\/Q lu(x)2dx — 5 /Q Vp(z).(x — a)|Vu(z)|>dz > 0.

It follows that

/Vp (z — a)|Vu(z)|?dz

>\>— &

2 / |u|?dx
Q

and we obtain the desired result. O

3 Existence of solutions

Let Q € IR™, n > 3 be a bounded domain. In this section, we show that (1.1) possesses a
solution of lower energy less than p,S. We will use a minimization technique.
Set

fﬂp x)|Vu(x |2dx - )\fQ |u(x |2dx

(3.1) Qa(u) =

[KallF
the functional associated to (1.1).
We define
(3.2) Sxp)=inf  Qx(u).

u€H}(Q),u#£0

Let us remark that

Sx(p) = inf /p(x)\Vu(m)]de—)\/ lu(x)|*da.
ueHg (Q),[lulls=1J0 Q

The method used for the proof of Theorem 1.1 is the following : First we show that
Sx(p) < p,S, we then prove that the infimum S)(p) is achieved.
We have the following result



Lemma 3.1
If Sx(p) < p,S for some X > 0, then the infimum in (3.2) is achieved.

Proof. Let {u;} C H}(Q) be a minimizing sequence for (3.2) that is,

(33) Juillg = 1,

(3.4) /Qp(:c)|Vuj(:v)|2dx - )\/Q lu;j(x)[2dx = S\(p) + o(1) as j — occ.

The sequence u; is bounded in H}(). Indeed, from (3.4), we have

/Qp(x)]Vuj(m)]de = Sx\(p) + )\/Q u;(x)2dx + o(1).
Using the embedding of L9(f2) into L?(£2), there exists a positive constant C such that

/Q p() Vg (2) P < Sx(p) + ACh [y 2 + o(1).

Using the fact that

lujllq =1,

we obtain

/ p(@)| Vi () 2z < Sx(p) + ACh + o(1).
Q
Since 0 < p, < p(z) for every = € Q, we deduce

S
A(p) +ACy n
Py

/ |V, (z)|*dz < o(1).
Q

This gives the desired result.
Since {u;} is bounded in H}()) we may extract a subsequence still denoted by w;, such
that

u; —u  weakly in H} (),

uj — u strongly in L?(9),

uj — U a.e. on 2,
with [lullq < 1. Set v; = u; — u, so that

v; =0  weakly in H}()

v; — 0 strongly in L*(12),

v; =0 a.e. on 2.

Using (3.3), the definition of S and the fact that minp(x) = p, > 0, we have
)

/ p()| V() 2z > p, S,
Q

8



From (3.4) it follows that Allul3 > p,S — Sx(p) > 0 and therefore u # 0. Using again
(3.4) we obtain

(3.5) /Qp(x)\Vu(m)]de + /Qp(x)]ij(m)]de - )\/ﬂ () 2dz = Sx(p) + o(1),
since v; — 0 weakly in H}(£2). On the other hand, it follows from a result of [BL] that
lu+willg = llullg + llvillg + o(1),
(which holds since v; is bounded in L? and v; — 0 a.e.). Thus, by (3.3), we have
L= Jlullg + llv;lIg + o(1)

and therefore
1< JJull2 4 [|v;]17 + o(1),

which leads to

(3.6) 1< Jull? + )|V (z)*dz + o(1).

S

We distinguish two cases:
(a) Sx(p) > 0, which corresponds to 0 < A\ < A,

(b) Sa(p) <0, which corresponds to A > A%,
In case (a) we deduce from (3.6) that

6D S0 <SEIE (U [ @) Ve @)+ o).
Combining (3.5) and (3.7) we obtain
Jop(@)|Vu(@)? = Nu(z)Pdz + o p(z)|V;()]*dz < Sx(p)l|ullg

Sx(p)
DS

(), /Q p(@)| Vo () Pdz + o(1).

Thus

Jop@)|Vu@)Pde = X o [u(@)Pdz < Sx(p)ulg

i [?O(g) B 1} /Qp(x)\wj(w)\zdm +o(1).

Since Sx(p) < p,S, we deduce

(3.8) /Q p(@)| V() Pz — X /Q () Pdz < Sx(p)]ul2,

this means that u is a minimum of Sy (p).
In case (b), since [[ul|2 < 1, we have S\(p) < Sx(p)|ull2. Again, we deduce (3.8) from
(3.5). This concludes the proof of Lemma 3.1. O

To prove assertion 1) and 2) of Theorem 1.1 (case k > 2), we need the following



Lemma 3.2
a) For n > 4, we have

Sa(p) < pyS for all X >0 and for k> 2.
b) Forn =4 and k = 2, we have
Sa(p) < p,S for all X > 4ps.

¢) Forn>5 and k = 2, we have

(n —2)n(n + 2)

Sx(p) < poS for all X > =1

Pa.
d) For n =3 and k > 2, we have

Sa(p) < p,S  for all X > ~(k) where (k) is a positive constant.

Proof. We shall estimate the ratio @ (u) defined in (3.1), with u = ug..
We claim that, as € — 0, we have
(3.9)

8%7 p(x)]Vua,g(m)Ide <
Q

(

n—2 n >4 and
Ki4+0(e 2 if -
Do 2y ( ) n—2<k,
k k n >4 and
K+ A 2 +o(e2 if -
Po 1 . (e2) n—2>k,
—9)2(Bpy + Mwne™5 |1 e >4 and
P K1+ (0 =2 (Bn-z + M)wne 7 |logel +o(e"T |logel) if { an
2 k=n-—2
n=4 and
po K + 283,52 log e| + o(e| log ) if{ '
ith K, = (n—2)2 [, —2—d (B, =2y A = (n—2)28; [ppn —2 0 dx and
wi 1= R [Ty Y, s = min(s, "5=), 4, n— ke e de an

M is a positive constant.

Verification of (3.9)
1. Case n >4 and k > 0, with k£ # 2 if n = 4.
We have

T z)[? e 21z — al?
| p@) V@) Pis = /(M Vel >‘_2dx+<n_2)2/ﬂp<(>\<< Plz —al

q (e+ |z —al?)” e+ |z —al?)”

p(@)¢(x)V((z)(x — a)
— 2(11—2)/Q e+ ]z a)T dz.

10



Since ¢ = 1 on a neighborhood of a, we assume that ¢ = 1 on B(a,l) with [ is a small
positive constant. Therefore we get |V = 0 on B(a,l) and Vip(z).(z — a) = 0 on
B(a,l).

Thus, we obtain

(3.10)

_ p(2)| Ve (@) e [P@IC@P —af

RGN ‘/Q\B<a,l><e+|x—a|2>"2‘““"“” 2. Ctlz—apy °
o P V() (@ —a)

A 2)/Q\B(a,l) (e + |z —af?)» o

Therefore, applying the Dominated Convergence Theorem, (3.10) becomes

X X 2x—a2
/Qp(x)\Vua@(x)\zdm:(n—Q)Q/Qp(()K( W —aF 1+ oq).

e+ |z —al?)”

Using (1.2), a direct computation gives
5n;2/ ( )| ( )|2 - ( 2 / ’x G‘Q d
)| Vuge(x)|*dz n x
Qp “e )" pos (e+ |z — a]

‘x _ a]k+2

+ (n—2)26n?25k/ —
o (e+ |z —al?)"

n— — k+29(£€)
_222/|x al )
LA Ay e i

o [ G G,
(e + |x — al?)"

+ O(e' 7).

Using again the definition of ¢, and applying the Dominated Convergence Theorem, we

obtain

|z — af?

e%/ﬂp(:v)|Vua,€(:v)|2dx = (n—2)2p06%7(—d:6

etz —af?)?

T — a\k+2

B Y ferrert

B v — alk+20(2 o
b o(n—2)% /%dx+0(e2).

11



Here we will consider the following three subcases:
1.1. If n—2>k,

n—2

"7 /Q D) Vitae (@) Pde

o o= of o = f
=p,(n—2)% 2 / —dx—/ ————dx
ol =2) [ e E o= a7 S G+ o — P

n—2

ooy |[ o d PGt 0@) [ e - a2 (B 1 6(x))
2 re Etlr—aP) g (e —aP)
=0 ).

Using a simple change of variable and applying the Dominated Convergence Theorem,

we find

no2 ly[? s [ 1P By + 0(a + e3y))
e 2 [plx Vua@xde = p/ ———+(n—2)%>2 dy
JptTuacte) e TG My e T

+ o

The fact that 6(x) tends to 0 when x tends to a gives that

n—

eTQ/p<x>|Vuas< )2dz = p, Ky + A e% + o(e}),
(9]

| ‘k+2

with K = fan (1+\y| B dy and A, = [ fan Wdy-

1.2. If n — 2 <k,

n—2

€2 /Q ()| Vg (x)*de

k42
|z — al I

Ki+ (=225 [ T

gt [ lr—ale() -
+ =2 | e+ 06,

Since € is a bounded domain, there exists some positive constant R such that Q C B(a, R)
and thus

n—2

52/p(x)]Vua,5(x)]2dx: P, K1 —i—O(EnT%)
Q

pom [ l—af PG 0@, [ a0
+(n —2)%e [/B(GR) ( dx /B d

e+ |z —al?)” @r\o (€+|z—al?)"

By a simple change of variable, we get

y[*2(Bk + 0(a +y))
(e + [y]?)™

€nT_2 /p($)|vua7€(£ﬂ)|2d£ﬂ = p, K1 +(n—2)26n7_2/ dy
Q B(0,R)

12



Using the definition of 6 given by (1.2), there exists a positive constant M such that

’k+2

n—2

o [ Vaae@Pde < p Ko+ (=27 Gk M) [ ly
Q

B(o,R) (€+ [yl

Applying the Dominated Convergence Theorem we deduce that

n—

"7 / P(2) [ Vita (2) 2z < p, K1 + O(c"7)
Q

and this completes the proof of (3.9) in this case.
1.2. Ifk=n— 2,

n

e'e / p(@)|Vuge(z)?de = p,Ki+ (n— 2)2,871_28”772 / lv — dl
Q

— d
o E+lz—apy™

n— - ne(ﬂj) n—2
PR / |z — al .
+ (n—2)% = Q—(€+‘x—a‘2)ndx+0(€ 2)

Since {2 is a bounded domain, there exists some positive constant R such that Q C B(a, R)
and thus

e / p(x)]Vua,g(m)lzdx =p, K1 + 0(5%2)
Q

Fn — 2)25 / |z — a|™(Bn—2 J;H(m))dx_/ |z — a|™(Ba_s Jga(x))d:c
B(a,R) (8 + ’w - a’ )n B(a,R)\Q (e’:‘ + ]m — a] )"
Hence
"z n-2 |z — a]"(Bn—2 + 0(x))
€2 p(x Vua7m2dx = p, K1+ (n—2)>% 2 / da
/Q (@)l <o)l Kt ) Ba,r) (€4 |z —al?)"
+ 0(8%2).

Using the definition of 6 given by (1.2), there exists a positive constant M such that
(3.11)

n=2 2 2 n=2 |z —al”
[P <p K= 2260 a0 [

n—2

+O(=" ).

On the other hand, an easy computation gives

—alm _ R 2n—1
e'T _lz=al® dr = wnenTQ / Gt ! dr
0

B(a,R) (€ + |z —al?)" e+r)n
R 2 /
wn a2 (R ((e+72)7) a2
== ~ L Ldr+0
2n° /0 vy o)
and
n—2 |z —a|™ Wy n=2 n—2
3.12 g2 / ———————drx = —c¢c 2 |loge|+o(c 2 |logel).
(312 sam CHo— a2
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Inserting (3.12) into (3.11) we obtain

(n—2)*(Bu—2 + M)
2

5 [ DIV ) Ps < py o + “n "3 |loge] + o(="3"[loge).
Q

2)Case n =4 and k = 2.
As we have announced in the introduction, we assume in this case the following additional
condition on 6: |, Bla @ dz < 0o. We have

) Te—al®

-~ p(@)|V¢(x)? p(@)[¢(z)]*[x — af?
/Qp(:v)|Vua,€|2d:U = /—( 5 dm%—ll/Q dz

q (e+ ]z —al?)? (e+ |z —al?)*

p(x)((z)V{(z)(z — a)
— 4/Q dx.

(e + |z — al?)?

Using (1.2) and the fact that ( = 1 near a, it follows that

2, _ C(@) |z — af? )|z — al!
/Qp(a:)|Vua7€| dv = 4p0/ g dx +4ﬁ/ —————dx

(e + |z —al?)? (e + |z —a|?)*
& — a0(e)
4 — 7 d 1
* ,L<a+m—w%4x+0(”
iy, yl? /Ww—d%&+ﬁww
= — — 2  d 4 d O(1).
= S G T e —apyr @ OW

Since fB(a,l) ‘Gﬁdaz < 00, we obtain

z—alt
l'—a4 X x
/—| ) 4, — /Q 0 2+ o1)

o (e +]r—al?) |z — al*
= 0O(1).
Consequently
4p lyl? !w—a!4
Vg |*dr = 0/ ———dy + 4 / d +0
/Qp(g:)| Ug,e| “dx e S (T3 9" Y+ 45 c¥|z—ad| (1)

Let R; > 0, ¢=1,2 such that

[ ol e [ ot
€T < T ~ Z.
le—al<ry (€ + ]2 —al?)* o (e+|z—al?)? w—al<Ry (€ + |z —al?)*

We see that

|z — alt /R 7
e = w, | g,
[ A e

o, /R ((e + ri)i)/dr i /R red + 3r3e2 + 3ert ar.
o (e+7?) 0 (e +r2)

R
1 T t+43t3 4 3t°
= §w4|10g€| _(,(_}4/(; 2 Wdt—{—o(l),

1
8

1
= §w4] loge| + O(1).
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Hence, we have
2 Pl
/p(x)|Vua,€| dr = Y + 2Bsw, |loge| + O(1),
Q

where K| = [, %dy. This completes the proof of (3.9).

(1+[y[?)
Let us come back to the proof of Lemma 3.2.

It is convenient to rewrite (3.9) as

(3.13)
(pOKl—i-O(E) ifn>5and k> 2,
oK1+ Ase + o(e) ifn>5and k=2,
S /Qp(x)\Vuavg\zdx << p K1+ Ake% + o(e%) ifn>4 and k <2,
po K1+ o(e) ifn=4,and k> 2,

Po K1 + 2w, faclloge| + o(e|loge]) ifn=4,and k=2.
Combining (3.13), (2.3) and (2.4), we obtain

(3.14)
(pOS—)\%a—i—o(s) ifn>5and k> 2,
pOS—(A—C)%s+o(6) ifn>5and k=2,
Sx(p) < Qaluge) < DS+ Aksg + 0(6%) ifn>4, and k <2,
oS — )\;}7428’ log e| + o(e|log ¢l) ifn=4,and k> 2,
PeS — ;742[)\ —4Bs)elloge| + o(e|loge|) ifn=4,and k=2,

. _ Ay _ B2(n—2)n(n+2)
Assertions a), b) and c) of Lemma 3.2 follow directly for ¢ small enough.
Now we prove d) of Lemma 3.2 (case n = 3 and k > 2). We will estimate the ratio
_ Jop@)|Vul*dz — Aljul]3
[

Qxr(u)

with
¢(r)

(e +72)2
where ( is a fixed smooth function satisfying 0 < ( <1, (=1 in {z, |z —a| < %} and
¢ =01in {z, |t — a| > R}, where R is a positive constant such that B(a, R) C €.
We claim that, as ¢ — 0,
(3.15)
9, Pof1 r KN A (]2 B o ko
()| Vuge(r)|"de = =5— 4w, [ (po+ Ber®)IC (r)| dr + w,k ¢ =dr 4+ o(1).
€2 0 0

And from |[BN], we already have

wW(x) = Ue o(r) = ;7= x|, e >0,

2 Ky R / 2 1
(3.16) [Vuaellz = — +ws [ [¢(r)"dr + O(e2),
€2 0

15



K 1
(3.17) [tael? = =2 + O(e2),

£2
(3.9 el = [ Cyir + 0(eb)

where K7 and K> are positive constants such that % = S and w, is the area of S2 .

Verification of (3.15).
Using (1.2), (3.16) and the fact that ( =0 in {x, |z — a| > R}, we write

p K R
/mmw%Amﬂm:= %1+%mA ¢ (r)2dr

2 2r¢(r)¢'(r) | r?¢(r)
- wﬂ/ [6+r2 (e +12)2 +(e+r2)3}rk+2dr

IOI»—‘

+ O(e

The fact that ¢ =1 in {z, [z —a| < £}, ¢/(0) = 0 and {(R) = 0 gives

R RGP R [
2/0 . dr—(k:—i—?))/o dr 4/0 dr.

(e 4 r2)2 (e +1r2)? (e 4 r2)3
Consequently
K R R 2 k;+2
| p@uc@Par = 2w, [ mwﬁ+wﬁ/'ﬁ—i——w
Q 2 e+r?
R‘C ‘2 k+4 R ‘C ‘2 k+2
— 3(4}35 / 5+7“2 d7°+(k+3 3,8 / md?"

+ O(e3).

Applying the Dominated Convergence Theorem, we get the desired result.
Combining (3.15), (3.17) and (3.18), we obtain

Qutuas) = p,8 +n | [+ A Pares [ icnpr-2ara[ G| 2
+ Of(e),
thus,
_ wy Iy C (rdr | [ (g +8kr*) ¢! (r)|2dr+kf0 |C(r)[Pr+—2dr L
(3.19) Qrltae) =poS+ [ JotIcer)|2dr )‘] €
+0(e).
R EN1ET ()2 R 2,.k—2
Set D(/{), C) _ fO (po +/8k:7° )‘C (7”)’ dr + ka ’C(?")’ r dr and ’Y(k) _ I%fD(k7 C)

JoFIC(r)2dr
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where H is defined by

H={CeCr(),0<¢<1, ¢(=1lin{z, |zr—a|<f}and (=0in {z, |z —a| > R}}.
This finishes the proof of Lemma 3.2. O

Now, we go back to proof of assertion 3) in Theorem 1.1 (case 0 < k < 2).

First of all, let us emphasize that if the domain 2 is starshaped about a, the assertion 3)
is more interesting. Indeed, it gives a better estimate of the least value of the parameter
A over which there is a solution to problem (1.1).

In the case of a non-starshaped domain, combining the fact that Sy(p) = p,S with the
properties of Sy(p) (see the proof of lemma 3.4), we have that there exists \* € [0, A\§]
such that for all A €]A\*, A\¢[, the problem (1.1) has a solution. Note that we have no
other information on A\*.

Therefore, throughout the rest of this proof, we assume that the domain €2 is starshaped
about a.

We need two Lemmas. Let us start by the following

Lemma 3.3
Assume 0 < k < 2. Then there exists a constant ), = B, min[(diam Q)*~2,1] such that
2

(3.20) Sx(p) = pyS for every A €] — o0, ]

and the infimum of S\(p) is not achieved for every \ €] — oo,Bk”;[.

Proof. We know from (3.14) that

k
2

Sa(p) < Qx(uae) < p,S+ Akeg +o(e2) with A, is a positive constant,

thus

Sx(p) < p,S.
On the other hand, we know from Lemma 2.2 and Proposition 2.1, that for 0 < k < 2,
for every A < £p,(%=2)2 (diam Q)F~2, problem (1.1) has no solution. So we exclude

the case Sy(p) < p,S, otherwise, Lemma 3.1 will yield in a contradiction.
We conclude that for 0 < & < 2, we have

(3.21) Sx(p) =p,S forevery X< gﬂk(%H)Q (diam Q)F2 .
Now, we consider p defined by

p(z) =px) Ve e Q\ Bla,r),
(3:22) p(x) = p, + Brlz —al? Vz € B(a, 3),

p(z) = p(z) Vz € B(a,r)\ B(a, ),

where r < 1 is a positive constant.
Since 0 < k < 2, we have |z — a|f > |z — a|? for every 2 € B(a,r) and p(z) > p(z) in Q.
Let u € H} () with [Jull, = 1, then

2dx — u(z)|?dz p(x u(z)|?dz — u(z)|?dz
Ammwmnm AA|UwzzAmnv<Nd AA|<»d,
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thus,

(3.23)
1 .
[p@ivuaias—x [ plds > [ @+ 5000 - p)IVa() P

2 l p(x) — u(z)|?dx
A [ @)z + 5 [(3l) ) Vala) P,

Set p(x) = p, + 5(A(z) — p,).
From (1.3) we deduce that

(3.24) p(x) — p, > Brlr — a|* a.ein Q.
Using (3.22) and (3.24), a simple computation gives p(x) — p, > filz — a|®> a.e in Q, with

B = B min[(diam Q)2 1].
Applying Lemma 2.1, we find

- 2 -~ n? 9
/Q(p(:v) — po)|Vu(z)["dzr > 5kz/g|u(x)| dz.

Inequality (3.23) becomes for every u € HE (1),

_ N 2
/p(m)|Vu|2dx—)\/ uf2dz > /;5(3:)|Vu|2dx— <)\—ﬁkn—> / |u|2dz.
Q Q 0 8 /) Ja
Thus, we find

Q

sz [ vl - - ) [ s

2

On the other hand )\ — ﬁNk"; < %Bk% since \ < Bkan, so by (3.21), we conclude that
. = 2 ~ TL2 2
inf p(z)|Vul*de — (A = Br—) [ |u|*dx| =p,S,
lulla=1 /o 8" Ja

hence, (3.20) follows.
Now, we are able to prove that the infimum in (3.20) is not achieved. Suppose by con-
tradiction that it is achieved by some ug. Let § such that Bk"; >0 > X Using ug as a

test function for Sg, we obtain

Ss(p) < Jop(@)[Vuo*dx — 6 [, |uo|*dr < Jo p(@)|VuoPdz — X [, lug|*dx
) Iuollz ol

and thus Ss(p) < Sx(p) = p,S. This is a contradiction since S5(p) = p,S for § < Bk”;
O

The second Lemma on which the proof of assertion 3) in Theorem 1.1 is based is the

following

Lemma 3.4
There exists \* € [Bk";, MV, such that for all X €]N*, A\V[ we have

Sx(p) < p,S.

18



Proof.
The proof is based on a study of some properties of the function A — Sy(p). We have
div
1 >

S )\iﬁv(p) = 0. Indeed let ¢; be the eigenfunction of div(pV.) corresponding to A{*’, we

have
_ @)V Pl — X [ o
= z

([ lp1]9dz)a

Moreover, A — Sy(p) is continuous and SB 22 (p) = p,S. Then according to the Mean
Sy

=0.

S)\fiv

Value Theorem, there exists 5 €] Bk”;, A$IV[ such that 0 < Ss(p) < p,S. But the function
A Sy\(p) is decreasing hence VA € [3, A{!V[ we have Sy(p) < p,S, and the Lemma follows

at once. O

Now we have all the necessary ingredients for the proof of Theorem 1.1.
Proof of Theorem 1.1 concluded: Concerning the proof of 1), 2), 3) and 4), let
u € H}(S2) be given by Lemma 3.1, that is,

|lullq =1 and /Qp(x)\Vu(x)]de — )\/Q lu(x)|*dz = S\(p).

We may as well assume that u > 0. Since u is a minimizer for (3.2) there exists a Lagrange
multiplier i € IR such that

—div(pVu) — M = pu?! on Q.

In fact, p = Sx(p), and Sy(p) > 0 since A < A{IV. It follows that ~yu satisfies (1.1) for
1

some appropriate constant v > 0 (v = (S\(p))a-2), note that v > 0 on Q by the strong

maximum principle.

Now we prove the assertion 5) of Theorem 1.1. From (3.14) and since A < 0 we have

pos < S)\(p) < Q)\(ua,e) < pos + 0(1)

Hence S)(p) = p,S and the infimum is not achieved, indeed we suppose that Sy(p) is
achieved by some function u € H} (), in that case

$\0) = | p@)Vu(@)Pdo 2 [ fuo)Pd, with [ul, = 1
Q Q
Using the fact that S is not attained and since A < 0, we deduce

PoS < Dy /Q \Vau(x)[2dz < Sx(p) = p,S,

then we obtain a contradiction.
Finally we prove assertion 6) in Theorem 1.1. Let ¢ be the eigenfunction corresponding

to A% with @1 > 0 on Q. Suppose that u is a solution of (1.1). We have
—/ div(p(z)Vu(x))er(x)de = >\<1iiv/ u(x)pr(x)dx
Q Q
= / u? Y x)py (x)dx + )\/ u(z)pr(x)de,
Q Q
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thus
)\fi"/ u(x)pr (z)de > A/ u(z)ep, (z)dz
o Q
and
AV > A

This completes the proof of Theorem 1.1.

4 The effect of the geometry of the domain

Let © C IR™, n > 3, be a bounded domain. We study the equation

—div(p(x)Vu) = u?™! in Q,
(4.1) w>0 inQ,
u=>0 on 0.

where g = % and p: Q — IR is a positive weight belonging to C(Q) N H}(9).

We assume in this section that p is such that Vp(z).(x —a) > 0 a.e z € 2 and we set

Py = pla).
Let us start by the following non-existence result

Lemma 4.1

There is no solution of (4.1) if Q is a starshaped domain about a.

Proof. This follows from Pohozaev’s identity.

Suppose that u is a solution of (4.1), we have (see Lemma 2.2 Section 2 for A = 0),

(4.2) /QVp(x)(x — a)|Vu(z)|*dzx + /BQ p(x)[(x — a).u”%ﬁdw =0.

Note that (z — a).v > 0 a.e on 0N since (2 is starshaped about a.
Since Vp(z).(x —a) > 0 a.e x € 2, we deduce from (4.2) that % = 0 on 012, and then
by (4.1) we have

/Quq_l(x)dx = —/Qdiv(p(a:)Vu(:c))dx :/8 %d:ﬂ =0,

Q OV

thus

O

Suppose that €2 is starshaped about a. In view of Lemma 4.1, we will modify the geometry
of € in order to find a solution of problem 4.1. For a € > 0 small enough, we set
Q. = Q\ B(a,e).

We investigate the problem (4.1) in the new domain €., and, throughout the rest of this
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paper, we shall denote this new problem by (I) .

Since p is a continuous function, then V 8 > 0, dry > 0 such that Vo € X, where X
designates the unit sphere of IR", we have |p(a + roo) — p,| < 28%'

Throughout the rest of this Section, 6 > 0 is fixed, small enough, and rg > 0 is given as
the previous definition.

We recall the main result of this section which we have already stated by theorem 1.2 in

the introduction

Theorem 4.1
There exists g = €9(,p) < ro such that for every 0 < & < g, the problem (I.) has at

least one solution in HE ().
In order to prove the Theorem 4.1, we need to apply the following result, see [AR],

Theorem A 1

Let E be a C' function defined on a Banach space X, and let K a compact metric
space. We denote by K* a nonempty subset of K, closed, different from K and we fix
ffeC(K*X).

We define P = {f € C(K,X)/f = ffon K*} and ¢ = inf tcp sup;c ¢ E(f(1))

Suppose that for every f of P, we have

max E(f(t)) > max E(f(t)),

then there exists a sequence (u;) C X such that E(u;) — ¢ and E'(uj) — 0 in X*.

We consider the functional

1

Blu) =5 /Q @) Vule)d /Q Ju(o)lda-

In addition to Theorem A 1, the proof of Theorem 4.1 requires the following result (see
[B] and Proposition 2.1 in [S])

Theorem A 2
Suppose that for some sequence (u;) C H}(Q:) we have E(uj) — ¢ 6]%(]905)%, %(pOS)%[

and dE(u;) — 0 in H=1(Q.). Then (uj) contains a strongly convergent subsequence.

Now, we return to the proof of Theorem 4.1.

We shall need the following functions:

I HNQ) — R, T(u)= / p(@)|Vu(z) 2de — / lu(z)|dz.

£ S

F :H}(Q.) — R", F(u)= (pOS)_%/ xp(z) | Vu(z)|2dz.

£

We have the following result
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Lemma 4.2
For every neighborhood V of Q. there exists n > 0 such that if u # 0, I'(u) = 0 and
E(u) < %(pOS)% + 2n, then F(u) € V.

Proof. We proceed by contradiction. We assume that there exists V' a compact neigh-

borhood of Q. not containing a, such that Vj € N*, we have

uj # 0,
[(u;) = 0,
Buw) < 087+
Fu;) ¢ V.

Since I'(u;) = 0, we see that

| s@vutis = [ s
Q Qe

£

and
%
z)|Vu;|>dx
€ (fﬂg ‘u]‘qdw>q
Consequently

Bw) = [ l@)[Vuy(a) P

Using the definition of u;, the fact that p, = ming p(x) and the definition of S, we write

E(pOS)Q SE 2 SE(UJ‘)EE(]?OS)Q +3
and we deduce

Applying the Theorem 2 in [C], (see also Lemma I.1 and Lemma 1.4 in [L]), for a subse-
quence of (uj); still denoted by (u;);, there exists xp € Q. such that

p(x)‘Vqu — (pos)%(sﬂﬁo (] - 00)7

where the above convergence is understood for the weak topology of bounded measures
on ). and where §,, is the Dirac measure at .

As a consequence, F(u;) € Q. C V, and this contradicts the hypothesis. O
Let Ry > 0 such that B(a,2Ry) C .
For k € N*, let ¢, € C*°(IR"™,[0,1]) such that

{ or(x) =0 if|x—a|§ﬁandif|x—a|22Ro,

or(x) =1 ifﬁg\x—a\gRo.
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We consider the family of functions
n—2

uf () = [(1 — 12 Jrl\;t—a—taP] o

where t € [0,1], 0 € ¥ and where ¥ denotes the unit sphere of IR".
We sce easily that [p, [Vuf[*dz and [, [uf|9dz are independent of ¢ € [0,1] and of

o € X. We also have
2
/ |Vl (x)]*de = S </ \uf(m)\qdaﬂ> "
R™ R™

(1-8)"7 k"2 pu(a)
(1 =12+ |k(z — a — troo)[2)"2"

We set

Uf,k(x) =

we remark that v7, € H} (). For r > 0, let g(r) = E(rv{,.), then
rg'(r) = T(rvy,), g(r) = —oo, when r — 400, g(0) = 0 and g(r) > 0 for > 0 small
enough.

We conclude, from the above, that g reaches its maximum at

1
B st p(:c)|vak|2d:U -2 =0
N fﬂg vy, 1d '

g S (o8
We set WYy, = TV We have

Lemma 4.3

The following two statements are true:

a)Vd > 0, 3ko > 1 such that (Vk > ko) then
(Vo € X and Vt € [0,1], E(wf,) < %(pOS)% +6)
b)Va > 0, 3u > 0 such that (u <t < 1) then
(Vo € ¥ and Vk > 1, E(wgk)g %(pOS)% +a)
and  |F(wf)—(a+roo)| < a.

Proof. Before proving this Lemma, let us remark that the function v{, corresponds to
the function u, . defined in the beginning of this paper, so for more details of calculus we
refer to section 2.

We start by proving the assertion a). Let ¢ € [0, 1], we have

1 1
Biy) = 5 [ p@)VugiPdo - [ jugfds,
€ q Qe
2 q
T T
= 3 p(:c)|vak|2dx——/ |vgk|qdaz.
Qe q Jao.

23



Using the definition of r, the definition of ¢ and applying the Dominated Convergence

Theorem, we obtain, as k — oo,

3
Ny _ 9\2(1 _ +\n—2 |k(z—a—troo)|?
o 1 B n =271 =) f2k2<\z al<Ro} P )((1 —t)?+|k(z—a—troo)|? )"dx
E(wiy) = o 3
—92)2(1 — 1 4
km(n —2)2(1 —t)» f{2 sty TR PP da
+ o(1).
By the following change of variable y = W, we see that
2
(n—2)? p({E 44 4 trgo) it dy
” 1 f{m—{%ﬁ\y\ﬁ%-F%} g (L+1®)
E(wt,k) = - 7
n q
aryr
L [ {Qk(ll_t) 1t t<‘y‘<kR0+1 Ot (1+‘y| ) ] .
+ o(1).

Applying again the Dominated Convergence Theorem, we deduce, as k — oo, that

n
2

2
(n —2)p(a + troo) fan (IJJ?"JA 2y ~dy

E(w]) =

)

SRS

+o(1),
1
[szn ((17t>2+\y—|2>ndy]
1 n n
= E(p(a +troo))2S2 4+ o(1).

Now, using the definition of 7y, a simple computation shows that Vé > 0, dkg > 1 such
that Vk > kg, we have

—

V3

Ewiy) < ~(py5)2 +9,

n
which finishes the proof of a).
Now we return to the proof of b), let k € N*, we have

B = 5 [ pwivuiifae - o [ g

- —/ DIVeyde o [ i

Looking at the definition of ¢, and r, we easily see, as t — 1, that

n n [k(z—a—troo)|? :
p 1 k (n_z) (1_t QJR" 1—t)2+|k(z—a— traQndx n—
E(wt,k) i (( )2 +Hk( 00)[?) 4 O((l o t) 2).

2
[kn(l — )" [ ((17t)2+\k(xlfaftroo)|2)" dx} q

k(z—a—troo)

By the change of variable y = =————, we get

n

(G-t w2
1 | (n—2)? [ p( + a + troo) gtrme dy -
BE(wf,) =~ e B () !

e wrps]”
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Applying the Dominated Convergence Theorem, we obtain

ME

2
(n —2)%p(a + roo fan 1+?y‘ oy dy
2
1 q
[fm (1+\y—|2>ndy]

= “@latre))iSt+O((1- 1))

E(wy) = +O((1—-1)"7),

1
n

Using the definition of rg, a simple computation shows that Va > 0, 3u > 0 such that
Vi <t<1, we have

1 n
E(wf)) < ~(p,9)F +a.

On the other hand

)

Fuf) = 005)7F [ ap@)|Vuii(o)Pds,

= 08 E? [ @) ViR
Rn
By the definition of v{, and r, we write

2
n k(z—a—troo)|? =2
L@ =) 2(n —2)? fan p(x) (- t)l —(Hk(x o t?»La)l )"d '

F(wiy) = (pS) "2 n ! )
(L =8)" [ (@0 TR —aromy P 92
B k(z — a—troo)|?
1 — )2 (n — 2)2 | drtoll =t
( ) (n=2) /nxp(x)((l—t)2+|k‘(x—a—tr00)|2)n ool )
The change of variable y = k(x_lai__;rm gives
o [ =2 fr 2 (95 + 0t troo) (e -
F(wgk) = (p,S) 2 f e —; )
R (1+yl*)
(S5 + a+ tro0) p(U522 + a + troo) [yf?
-2 [ i+ et

Applying the Dominated Convergence Theorem, we deduce that

q

2 q—2
Fwi,) = (p,S) 2 (p(a+ro0)) e T 2 (a+ 7o) +o(1 —t),

| {fmn wrs]

= (p,S) 2 (pla+700))2S2(a+100) +o(1 —1).

|3

Using the definition of rg we get the desired result. O

Consequences
Let V be a compact neighborhood of Q. not containing a. Let 0 < i < ry small enough,
which corresponds to V' as in Lemma 4.2, verifying roo +§ # a for |o| =1 and |a—¢&| < n.
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By Lemma 4.3, there exists kg > 1 such that :

(4.3) E(wi,,) < =(p,S)2 —n, Vo €3, Vt € [0,1[.

S

Remark 4.1

We choose €y = €0(€2,p) < ﬁ small enough and such that Y0 < ¢ < €9 we have {z |x —
0

a| <e} g V.

We fix A > 1, large enough such that E(Awf, ) < 0, Vo € ¥, Vvt € [0,1]. In order to
apply Theorem A 1, we define the sets K, K* and the function f* as

K =1[0,1] x B(a, o),

K* =0K =[0,1] x 0B(a,r) U{0,1} x B(a,rg) and

f* K — H} (),

f*(s,troo) = Aswyy, .

The conclusion of Theorem 4.1 follows from the next

Lemma 4.4
We have
(p,S)2 +2n, Vf € P.

S|

sup E(f) >
K

We postpone the proof of Lemma 4.4 and we complete the proof of Theorem 4.1. From
(4.3) we have

max E(rv]y ) = E(wly,) < (p,8)2 —n VYoex, Vtelo1].

r>0

3w

From assertion b) of Lemma 4.3 there exists p > 0, we fix ¢y €]u, 1[ such that

1 n
mgg{E(rvghkO) = E(wf 1,) < E(pOSﬁ +n, VoekX.
r=z

then
8?(}{ (f ) -

S|

n % 2 n
(p,5)2 +n  and sipE(f ) < —(po)=.

So, by Lemma 4.4,

and

Applying Theorem A 1 and Theorem A 2, we obtain the conclusion of Theorem 4.1.

Proof of Lemma 4.4. We argue by contradiction. Suppose that there exists f €
C(K, Hj () with f = f* on 0K, and E(f(s,€)) < £(p,5)2 +2n, ¥(s,¢) € K.
We consider the function G : K — IR™!, defined by

G(s,€) = (s, F(f(5,€)))-
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We will prove that
(4.4) deg(G, K, (A", a)) = 1.

The map H : [0,1] x K — IR"!, defined by

H(t,5,€) = 1G(5,€) + (1~ 1)(5,€) = (5, LF(f(5,€)) + (1 — 1)¢)

is a homotopy between G and Idg, where Idg is the Identity application of K.

To get (4.4), we start by checking that (A\~1,a) & H(t,0K).

If not, there exists (s,£) € OK such that H(t,s,&) = (A\7!,a), as a consequence s = A~}
and @ = tF(FO,€)) + (1— 0 = 1(F(uf) ) — €) +€.

Since s = A7! €]0,1[, we have ¢ € dB(a,r9). But, since |F(wf 1) — (a+100)] < n
Vo € X (see Lemma 4.3), the fact that t(F(wg ;) — &) + & = a, £ € 9B(a,ro) leads to
a contradiction. Then, we deduce that (A\~!,a) ¢ H(t,0K) and consequently V¢ € [0, 1],
deg(H(t,.),K,(A"1,a)) is well defined.

We consider the following sets:

K+ = {(5,6) € K| T(/(5,€) > 0} U (0,6), K~ = {(5,€) € K | '(f(5,€)) < 0} and
KO = {(5,6) € K | T(f(5,€)) = 0}.

If (s,€) € OK then we have f(s,§) = f*(s,§) = Aswy ; and

= 2 7 2dx — (s\)4 w? . (z)|9dx
P(f(5,6) = (s\) /Q PV g, () — () /Q g ()
D) = [N = (6N [ Pl Tuf, 4, (0) P

£

Since st p(x)|Vwg, ko(m)|2dﬂz > 0, we see that

(4.5) If (5,6) €0K andif 0<s<A! then (s,6)€ KT
(4.6) If (s,6) €K andif M '<s<1, then (s,6) €K™
(4.7) A Le) e KY Ve € dB(a,r).

Let (s,€) € K° we have T'(f(s,£)) = 0. Moreover, since E(f(s,€)) < %(pOS)% + 27,

looking at Lemma 4.2, we deduce that

F(f(s,6)) € V.

Consequently V(s, &) € KO F(f(s,€)) # a since a € V.
Hence (A\™!,a) ¢ G(K?) = G(K \ (Kt UK™)), then

(48)  des(G, K*, (A1, a)) + deg(G, K-, (A1 0)) = deg(G, K, (A1, 0)).
On the other hand, since (A\™!,a) & H(t,0K) Vt € [0,1] we have
deg(H(17 ')7 K7 (Ail Y a)) = deg(H(O7 ')7 K7 (Ail Y a)).

27



Using the fact that H(0,.) = G, H(1,.) = Idx and deg(Id, K,(A\"1,a)) = 1, we deduce
(4.4).

Now, we will prove that

(4.9) deg(G, KT, (A"1a)) =0

(4.10) deg(G, K, (A" a)) = 0.

Fix R > A~! and let y € IR"*! such that |y| > R then y ¢ G(K).

We define the path 7(t) = (tR + (1 — t)A~%, a), for ¢t € [0,1].

We claim that r(t) € GIOK™) Vt € [0,1].

If not, there exists (s,¢) € KT with (Rt + (1 —t)A"Ya) = (s, F(f(s,€))). Hence
s=tR+(1—-t)A" !> "1tand a = F(f(s,&)). But V(s,&) € K°, we have F(f(s,&)) # a,
then (s,¢) ¢ K°. Hence (s,£) € 0K NK™, (4.5) implies that s < A~! and this contradicts
the fact that s > A=!. Thus r(¢t) ¢ G(OK™) Vt € [0,1]. Hence deg(G, KT,r(t)) is well
defined and is independent of ¢.

Since (R,a) ¢ G(K) we obtain

deg(G, K", (R,a)) = 0.
Using the fact that
deg(G7K+7r(t)) = deg(G7K+7(R7 a’)) Vte [07 1]7

we deduce (4.9).
Similarly, we prove (4.10) by using the path q(t) = (—tR + (1 —t)A~1,a), t € [0,1]. We
have that deg(G, K, ¢(t)) is independent of ¢. Using the fact that (—R,a) € G(K), we
conclude that

deg(G,K~, (A"}, a)) = deg(G, K, (—~R,a)) = 0.

From (4.4), (4.8), (4.9) and (4.10) we obtain a contradiction, and Lemma 4.4 is proved.
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