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APPROXIMATION OF THE SPECTRUM OF A MANIFOLD BY
DISCRETIZATION

ERWANN AUBRY

ABSTRACT. We approximate the spectral data (eigenvalues and eigenfunctions) of compact
Riemannian manifold by the spectral data of a sequence of (computable) discrete Laplace
operators associated to some graphs immersed in the manifold. We give an upper bound on
the error that depends on upper bounds on the diameter and the sectional curvature and on
a lower bound on the injectivity radius.

1. INTRODUCTION

We prove that the spectral data (eigenvalues and eigenfunctions) of any closed Riemannian
manifold can be approximated by the corresponding spectral data of the Laplace operator of
some graphs geodesically immersed in the manifold. It is an extension of the finite elements
method to the Riemannian setting. The two main points of our method are the following.

(1) The error made on the spectral data are bounded above by universal functions of some
bounds on the geometry of the manifold (i.e. bounds on the injectivity radius, the
sectional curvature and the diameter) and of the graph (i.e. bounds on the thinness
and mesh of the graph). This errors tend to 0 as the mesh of the graph tends to 0.

(2) The Laplace operator of a metric graph is a universal and explicitly computable function
of its edge-lengths.

Before stating our main results, we need a few definitions and notations.

1.1. Definitions and notations. We will work with a special kind of immersed graphs, that
we will call geodesic triangulations (see the definition in Section 2). They are not necessarily
actual triangulations of M (for instance the simplices of dimension greater than 1 are not
necessarily realized as subset of M) but are more easier to construct.

A geodesic triangulation T of an n-dimensional Riemannian manifold (M™,g) is a set of
points (z;)1<icn of M endowed with a structure of abstract simplicial complex K which satisfies
the two properties 2.1 and 2.2 of section 2. We denote by S, the set of closed p-simplices of K.
We identify the edges of K with some minimizing, geodesic segment between their vertexes.
For any closed simplex o of K, we set St(o) (resp. St,(0)) the set of the closed simplices (resp.
of dimension p) of K that contains 0. The vertices of any o € S, are naturally ordered by
their indices (o = {z;, (0),- - - Ti, (p) } With i5(0) < ... <i(p)). We set X, = z;_, and for any
distinct 0 < k < n, we set v{ a vector of Tx, M such that Ti, (k) = €XPx, (Ug) We set also A%

the associated Gramm matrix (g(vg, vl“)) . Given a geodesic triangulation of (M™,g),

1<i<n
1<k<n
we note myp its mesh (the maximal length of its edges) and ©r its thinness, i.e the quantity
length(e
Or = max( max mr(det AU)_ﬁ, 97(1))
o€ Sn (e1,e2)€S, length(eg)

0<k<n

Key words and phrases. Spectral theory, graphs, finite elements, Riemannian geometry, finite elements,
discretization.
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Eventually, on the set RY of functions y : T — R, (where N is the number of vertices of T' and
we identify T with Sp), we define two quadratic forms by the formulae

(L.1) |y|2T=(L Z YilY; Z Vdet A7,

!
n+2)! 1<i<j<N €Sty ([mi,m5])
(1.2) = zs: det A7 Z (A7)F( Wi, (k) =iy 0)) Wi (1) —Yis (0))-
oce k,l=1

Note that if K is a sub-complex of R™ then |y|7 and qr(y) give respectively the L?-norm and
Dirichlet energy of the affine-by-parts expansion of y.

1.2. Main results. For any closed, Riemannian n-manifold (M, g), we denote by ds its di-
ameter, by R an upper bound of all its sectional curvatures and by i, its injectivity radius.
We denote also by 0 = X\o(T) < --+ < An_1(T) the eigenvalues of gr with respect to | - |2 and
0=X(M) <A\ (M) <--- <N(M) <--- the eigenvalues of (M™,g).

Theorem 1.1. Let n > 2 be an integer, and € €]0, 1[ be a real number. There exists a constant
C(n) such that if

i) (M"™,g) is a closed, Riemannian n-manifold which satisfies 53; |R| < AZ,

.. . . . . . . m 4 3n3

i) T is a geodesic triangulation of M which satisfies L < C(n)(m) €,
then we have

(1= )Ap(T) < Ap(M) < (14 )Ap(T).

Remark 1.2. The constant C(n) is computable. The second condition says that any finite
number of eigenvalues can be approrimated provided the mesh of the graph is small enough and
the thinness is controlled.

Remark 1.3. The matrices A° depend on the angle between some edges of T issued from a
same vertez, but the same result is valid if we replace the coefficient g(vy,vy) by

1

3 & (Xo, @i, (1) + 4 (Xo, 2, 1)) — d2($ig(k)axia(1))}

in the definition of the matriz A°. This gives approximation of the eigenvalues of M by the
eigenvalues of a discrete Laplace operator whose coefficients are universal functions of the
lengths of a geodesically immersed graph of M.

Note that in [4], the authors get the same result for another geometric quadratic form qr,
whose coefficients depend on the volume of the Voronoi cells associated to a lattice (x;);er which
need not to be the vertices of a geodesic triangulation.

We denote by (fl) the eigenvectors of gr with respect to | - |% and let (fi);en be a L2
orthonormal family of eigenfunctions of (M™,g) such that Af; = A;f; for all i € N. For
some integers p < ¢, we set Ep, 4 (resp. Fj,) the sum of the eigenspaces of A(M) (resp. gr)
associated to the eigenvalues (A;(M))p+1<i<q (resp. (Mi(T))p+1<i<qg and Pp g4 (resp. Qpq) the
normal projection on E, , (resp. Fj 4).

Theorem 1.4. Under the assumptions of Theorem 1.1, if there exist some integers p < q

and 1 > 0 such that A\, + 1 < Ap+1 and Ag + 1 < Agy1, then for any f € E,, we have
Cl(g,n,A,2M)

IR(f) = Ppgo R(F)IIF < =522 (2) @7 | R(f) |13, and for any (y;) € Fy, we have |W (y;)—

Qp.q o W(Gll3 < Cla,m, A, 225, m) ()& | W (33)] |3
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To get an approximation of the spectral data of (M™, g) by those of g7 in Theorems 1.1 and
1.4, we need some geodesic triangulations with arbitrary small mesh but bounded thinness.
The existence of such fat triangulation is often admitted or conjectured but we do not know
complete published proof of this fact. For sake of completeness, we give a constructuve proof
of the following result (based on the previous work of J.Cheeger, S.Miiller and R.Schréder).

Theorem 1.5. Let n > 2 be an integer and D,ig and A be some positive real numbers. There
exist some constants S(n) and C(io/D,A,n) such that for any Riemannian manifold (M™, g)
with diameter 6y < D, sectional curvature 512v1 |R| < A2 and injectivity radius ipy = 19 and for
any € €]0,C(io/D, A, n)], there exists a geodesic triangulation T of M with mesh mr < € and
thinness ©p < 1/C(ig/D, A,n).

Remark 1.6. Once again the constants of Theorem 1.5 are explicitly computable. Combining
Theorems 1.5 and 1.1, for any compact manifold (M™,g), any N € N and any € > 0 we get a
method to construct a geodesic triangulation T of M such that we have (1—e)A,(T) < A\p(M) <
(14 e)A,(T) for any p < N.

1.3. Main steps of the proof. Let (F,(-,-)) be a Euclidean space endowed with a bilinear
symmetric form ¢, and Ag < -+ < A\gimpe—1 be the eigenvalues of ¢ with respect to (-,-). Using
the min-max principle we readily infer the following spectral comparison principle.

Proposition 1.7 (small eigenvalue principle). Let (Ex, (-,-)1) and (E3, (-,-)2) be two Euclidean
spaces endowed respectively with quadratic forms q1, q2. If there exists a linear map ® : Ey — Es
and two positive real numbers «, 3 such that

<(I)($),(I)($)>2 > a<$a$>1 and QQ(Q)(x),(I)(x)) < ﬁql(l',l'),
then we have A\i(q2) < g)\k (q1) for any k.

Proposition 1.7 is usually used to compare spectra under small perturbations on the metric
or on the manifold. It is the key tool of our eigenvalues approximation method.

Given a manifold M and a geodesic triangulation T' of M, we denote by (x;)1<i<n the
vertices of a T', by E, the subspace of H"?(M) spanned by the p + 1 first eigenfunctions
(fi)o<i<p of M, by R : E, — RY the natural restriction map R(f) = (f(x;))1<i<n, by (-,-) the
scalar product on E,, induced by the L?norm on M, and we set ¢(f) = S |df|?. The spectrum
of ¢ with respect to (-,-) is given by the p 4 1 first eigenvalues (counted with multiplicities) of
M. We then proceed in two steps.

(1) A Moser’s iteration scheme gives bounds of the quotients ”?%!‘” on E, \ {0} by a

universal function of A,, § and A (see proposition 3.1). This Hessian bounds imply the
following estimates (see Propositions 4.1 and 4.2)

(13) (RN [ P<ome [ 1

(1.4) ar (R(f)) < (1 +Cmr) L |df|?,

for any f € E,, where |- |7 and g7 are the discrete quadratic forms on RY given by the
formulae (1.1) and (1.2), and where C is a constant which depends on bounds on A,
and on the geometries of (M™, g) and T'. Proposition 1.7 gives then some lower bounds
on the spectrum of (M™, g) of the form (see Theorem 4.7) A\x(M) > (1 — Cmr) A (T)
for any k < p.
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(2) In Section 4.3, we construct an expansion (Withney) map W : RN — C°°(M) such
that R o W = Idg~ and which satifies the following estimates

(15) Nt~ [ WP < Cmr (Gl + ar ).

(1.6) /M AW () < (1+ Cmr)ar(y),

for any (y;) € RY. From Proposition 1.7 again we infer that for any k& < p we have
(1= Cmp)A\e(M) < Xe(T) (see Theorem 4.8). The construction of the withney map is
the main technical difficulty of the proof. It is done by local mean of the affine expan-
sions obtained by identifying the simplex of the geodesic triangulation with Euclidean
simplicex through the Riemannian exponential maps at the vertices of the simplex.

Note that J. Dodziuk [9] developed another generalization of the finite element method to
compact Riemannian manifolds in which, to any smooth triangulation of (M, g) is associated
the subspace of H12(M™, g) of the continuous functions on M which are affine on each simplex
(this subspace has finite dimension). The authors consider on it the quadratic forms induced
by || |2 and the ambient Dirichlet form ¢(f) = [}, |df|* . They prove that the spectrum of the
discrete Dirichlet form with respect to the the discrete L? norm converges to the spectrum of
(M™, g) when the mesh of the triangulations tend to 0 with controlled thinness. However, they
do not prove that the error is bounded by geometrical bounds on the manifolds, and moreover,
the discrete quadratic forms cannot be explicitly computed as function of the geometric data
(edge’s lengths, edge’s angle) of the triangulations.

The proof of Theorem 1.4 is done in section 5 using the above estimates and the technique
developed by Y. Colin de Verdiere in [8].

Aknowledgement We thank S.Gallot for fruitful discussions and C.Vernicos for bringing our
attention to the paper [4].

2. GEODESIC TRIANGULATIONS

2.1. Definition. A geodesic triangulation T of an n-dimensional Riemannian manifold (M™, g)
is a set of points (x;)1<icn of M endowed with a structure of abstract n-dimensional simplicial
complex K whose simplices are all contained in a n-dimensional simplex of K and which satisfies
two more properties for which we need to complete the notations of the introduction.

For o € S}, and any distinct 0 < k,l < p, v7; is a vector of Ty, , M such that z;, ) =

l#k*
m # k

For any vertex x of T and any o € St(x), C, is the cone of Ty M spanned by the vectors
(U&g),l(z)l)oglgp. Note that for any o € S,, we have X, = x;_(o), L] = L§, and A7 = A§

XDy, (vgy) and |vg)| = L7, = d(x;, k), T, 1)) We set A7 the matrix (g(vgl,vgm))

(according to the definitions given in the introduction section). For any simplex o of K, we
denote by N,(o) the set of all the simplices of dimension p that intersect o.

We set F' = {(6;) € R""1/ 3.0, = 1}. For any A € R, A} is the closed n-simplex F' N
[1 — A, 4+oo["™! (we will denote A™ = AT). Given o € S, and 0 < k < n, we get some local
barycentric coordinates on M by the formula

Bi:(6:) € F > exp,, (Z 911),‘:[).
I£k

We set A - T, = BJ(AY}). Eventually, a geodesic triangulation T has to satisfy the following
two properties.

(2.1) For any vertex x of T', (Cs),est(z) induces a triangulation of the unit sphere of T3 M.
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0.

(2.2)  For any disjoint 0,0’ € S,, and any 0 < k, k¥’ < n, we have Bf(A™)N B,‘:,/ (A™)

Eventually, a geodesic triangulation with boundary 7" of an m-dimensional Riemannian
manifold (M™,g) is a set of points (x;)1<icn of M endowed with a structure of abstract n-
dimensional simplicial complex K whose simplices are all contained in a n-dimensional simplex
of K and which satisfies condition (2.2) but condition (2.1) only for vertexes not on the bound-
ary of K, where we call boundary of K the complex of the simplices of K that are contained
in a n — 1 simplex of K itself contained in only one n-dimensional simplex of K.

2.2. Metric estimates. We now study some metric properties of the geodesic triangulations
in bounded geometry. We first recall some estimates on the Riemannian exponential map whose
proofs can be found in [5].

Theorem 2.1. Let (M™,g) be a compact, Riemannian manifold with 63;|c| < AZ.

Let v € T, M be fized, y = exp,(v) and for any w € T, M, let w(t) be the parallel translation
of w along t — exp, (tv). If we define two maps from TyM to M by F(w) = exp, (v + w) and
G(w) = exp, (w(l)), then they satisfy the following estimates

d(F(w),G(w)) < %d(z, y)|wlg, % sinh(éAM(d(z, y) + wlg,)),
sinh(A L
4y exp, (1) — w(1)] < |w|(% ).
v

Theorem 2.2. Let (M™,g) be a manifold with 63;|o| < A? and € < inf(iM, %{) be a positive
real. Then for any x € M, the map exp, is a diffeomorphism from B(0y,€) C T, M to B(x,¢)
and for any u,v € B(0,,€) we have that

€

(1fA2(6M

= vl < d(exp, (u),exp,(v) < (14 A%(5)")fu — ..

If T is a geodesic triangulation of (M™,g) with mesh smaller than iy, /10, then for any
o €S, and any 0 < k < n, the map By gives some coordinates on a neighbourhood of Af.
We can compare these coordinates for fixed o but different values of k.

Lemma 2.3. Let (M™,g) be a manifold with 63;|c| < A? and T be a geodesic triangulation
with mesh 10mp < inf(iM, %{) For any 0 € Sy, any 0 < k1, ke <n and any (0;) € A7y, we
have

o o mr
d(Bg (0;), BL,(0:)) < IOAQ(E)%@TZ |0:].
Proof. Let (0;) € Afy. Weset v =7, and wg =), 0;(v] ; —v7 ,). Then we have BY (0;) =

exp,,, (kl)(v + wp). If we(t) is the parallel transport of w along s +— exp,. (kl)(sv,‘;kZ) then
Theorem 2.1 implies that

A
A(BE, (00),0xp.. , (w0(1) = d(expy,_ (0 + wa).exp, (WD) < (5 )i 316,
For 0; = §;; we get

A(BE, (3a)sexr, 0, (w5, (1) = (05D, (0F,0):0xPy, ) (05, (1) < (5=)%md
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s0, by Theorem 2.2, we have [uf_,—v7 |g, 2(5-)?m, where uf,; is the parallel transport

<
io (kz) -
from z;_ () to z;, (,) of the vector vy ; — vy, . Hence we get

d(BY,(6:), BY, (6:)) < d(Bf, (6, exp,,_ . (wo(1)) + d(exp,,_ . (wa(1)), BY, (6:)

A
o 20+ (e, (O O e (5 000E.0)
] l l

A
S((;M) mT+3 mTZ|91|

For any 7 € S, with 1 <p <n — 1, we set

p
T = LJ ukoexRE(M({E:Hﬂiﬁdwhuﬂ/ejgzo,E:ejg]}),

oc€Sty

T = U Uk—o €XD,, (k)<{29jvk% ZT(]))/O >0, 29 <1})

o€t ()
For any subset A C M, we set B(A,r) the tubular neighbourhood of A and radius r. If A is
empty we set B(A,r) = 0.

Lemma 2.3 implies the following result.

Corollary 2.4. There ezists a constant C(n) such that if (M™,g) and T satisfy 63;|o| < A?
and 10mp < 1nf(zM, m) then we have the following properties

1) 67, <mp(1+ 10(& ~)? m3) for any o € Sy,
2) the (1—n)-T,) ses, re disjoints and the (Q+n)-T,) cover M,

(

( ) ES

(3) for any o,7 € K such that o N7 =), we have d(Ty,T;) > W,
(4)

4) for any o € S, and T € K, the tubular neighbourhoods B(TT, abtl é—mT) and B (Tg\

B(TamT, ozp?—TmT) aPtl 5_mT) are disjoint,

— 2n 1
where n = C(n) ©3" (& ) m2 and a = cmor -
Proof. We set m = mr and © = Or. Since the points x;_ (1) are in B(XU, m), the n-simplex
m A N\2,,2
Moreover, if ¢’ is a (n — 1)-face and H is the iso-barycentre of A,, then the distance from H
to o’ is equal to (n’z_\{g’l\éla > C(ﬂ)@% Hence, Theorems 2.3 and 2.2 imply that we can choose
C(n) large enough so that T, have diameter less than m(1 4 4(z-)?m?), the (1+n)T, contain
all the BZ(A™) (0 < k < n) and (1-1)T,NBY (A™) = for all o’ € S, \{o} and all 0 < k < n.
In Particular the ((1 — n)Tg)aeS are disjoint.
Let 7 € S, be a simplex of 7. We now show by recurrence on p that

N-= U LTI
o € Np(1)
0<k<p
is a neighbourhood of T’ in M and that d(T,0N,) > W.
Note that for any o € S,, A, has heights greater than ”\\//gllﬁf’ > 0(731@2”,
face of ¢ with dimension n — 1 and smallest volume. So the case p = 0 derives from the first
axiom of geodesic triangulations and from Lemma 2.3.

A, = (0x,,v8,...,05,) of Tx, M has a diameter less than

where o’ is the
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If 7 is of dimension p > 1 then exp,, (220 o0 )/ 6; >0, Y 0; <1}) is interior
ir = )

g
J Uki? Mg,
to U Z;l(i,-(k)) (A™) for any 0 < k < p, by the first axiom of the geodesic triangulation

a€Stn (i (k))
and the smallness of m. Its boundary is also included in N, by the recurrence assumption and
Lemma 2.3. So T7 is a subset of N-. It remains to show that d(T7,0N:) > &rjgz, which
combined with Lemma 2.3 will imply that T is included in N, and that d(T,0N,) > W
for C(n) large enough. By pulling back the vertices of N to T;, (o) under the map €XPy, o5 We
can assume that (M™, g) = (R™, eucl) (by Lemma 2.3 this operation does not change m and ©
too much for C'(n) large enough). In that case T is a real simplex and by convexity argument
on the distance function, d(T,9N,) is bounded from below by the infimum of the distances
between disjoint faces of a n-simplex of T;. For a n-simplex with mesh m and thinness O,
an easy computation, based on multi-linearity of the determinant, gives that this distance is

bounded from below by W.

We easily infer (3) from what precedes and from the second axiom of the definition of the

geodesic triangulations. We also have U Up_oBr (A™) both closed and open in M, and so
0ESR
equal to M. This implies that the sets ((1 + n)Tg)UeSn cover M.

The property (4) is obvious when o C 7 or 7 C ¢ and follows from (3) when e N7 = 0. In
particular, (4) is true when o or 7 is a vertex. We now suppose that 7 and o intersect and no
one is a subset of the other. As for Point (3), we pull back o and 7 in T, M, where z is a vertex
of o N 7. By Lemma 2.3 it remains to show that (4) is satisfied in the Euclidean case.

Let a(n) > 0 such that for any k-face o and any face 7 of A™ we have

B(o\ B(oNr,a"),a") N B(r,a") =0
By dilation based on a vertex of 7 Mo and rate r <1 we get
B(o\ B(o Nr,a"r), o r) N B(r, o t1r) =0

Since the linear map which maps A™ to any T for s € S, is auto-adjoint with eigenvalues in

[C(g)m, C(n)m] and by Lemma 2.3, we get point (4). O
Given a geodesic triangulation T of M, we set, for any € M, dimy(x) = inf{p > 0/ 3o €
Sp,d(z,T,) < %{HlmT}. This is well defined by Point (2) of Corollary 2.4 as soon as
myp < m. For any simplex o € S, we set
p+1 dim 7+1
0= BT ) (T
oM oM
TCOo
S, =J s-
TCOo

The following properties follow readily from Lemma 2.3 and Corollary 2.4. It fundamental for
our application to spectral approximations. It says that, even if a geodesic triangulation is not
an actual triangulation of the manifold, you can decompose the manifold into some thickening
of the generalized faces Ty.

Proposition 2.5. Let (M", g) be a manifold with §3; |o| < A% and T be a geodesic triangulation

. < . SN . . .
of M with 10mp < 1nf(zM, —C(n)@%nQA(HA)) We have the following properties

(1) for any o € S,, we have Sy = {x € T,,/ dimr(x) = p},
(2) M is the disjoint union of the (S,)scx and for any (o,7) € K2, we have S, NS, =
gaﬁr-

(3) for any o € Sp and T € St,(0) we have that Vol S, < C(n)(2)" Vol S;.

oM
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2.3. Construction of good geodesic triangulations. Given a compact manifold, we can
use the Riemannian exponential maps to construct some geodesic triangulations at the neigh-
bourhood of any point with bounded thinness and arbitrarily small mesh (image of some Eu-
clidean triangulations of the tangent space) and then adapt the Cheeger-Miiller-Schréder ([6])
procedure to interpolate these local triangulations in a global, controlled triangulation of the
manifold.

To make easier the control of the thinness in our construction, we will work with an alter-
native (fortunately equivalent in bounded geometry) thinness O of triangulations. In that
purpose we replace the Gramm matrix A° by the matrix

1o 1 2 2 2
A7 = (5 [d (Xoy 24, (1)) +d*(Xo, 25, 0)) — d (wig(k),wig(l))DkJ

in the definition of the thinness given in the introduction. By Theorem 2.2, if (M™, g) satisfies
82/lol < A% and mp < inf(zM, ‘;IX) then we have

(1= A2 Jog 2, < d(X, 25, 00)> < (14 A2(25)2) 2|2,
(S]M 5]%
(1 - A2( ) | U | < d(Xa wig(l)) (1 +A2( ) | U |gXa

mr 2 . 2 &
(1_A2(E) )y =012, < d(wi, 1) mi, ) < (1+A2(E) )y =R 12

which easily gives ’A‘,:l —Ag, ‘ < Gm%(A?T?)Q. This easily implies the existence of some functions

C1, Co such that O7 < C1(©7,n) and O < C’Q((:)T,n) as soon we have mpr < inf(zM, 5211”{)
Note that this two thinnesses coincide for Euclidean simplicial complexes and the our thinness
is essentially the inverse of the fatness used in [6].

Let (z;)icr be a maximal family of points of M such that the balls B,,(10/2) are disjoint.
Let I,---,I; be a partition of I into (non empty) parts such that each (By,(40v/))icr, is
a maximal family of disjoint balls among the (Bw,(40v/€))ier\u,.,1.- Since for iy € I and
for each j < k, By, (40y/2) has to intersect at least one ball Be,, (40y/€) with z;; € I, the
Bishop-Gromov inequality gives us

Vol B,, (1604/¢)
k Vol By, (120 Vol B,, (160 Vol B,, (10 TV
ol By, (120V%) < Z ° Ve) < Z ° Ve) max Vol By, (10y/2)

< C’(n) Vol By, (120/2)

and so we have k < C(n) for any ¢ < C(:).

By iteration, we will construct a family of geodesic triangulations, possibly with boundary,
Cy, - ,Cr in M with mesh less than £C/(i,n), thinness ©¢, < C(i,n) and whose vertices of
the boundary are outside the set U%_; Ujer, Bx, (30v/€ — c(i,n)e) for any e < C(irr, n, §). For
i=kand e < C(ip,n, %), C, will be a geodesic triangulation of M (without boundary since
UBy, (204/€) = M) with mesh less than C(k,n)e and thinness less than O(n) = C'(k, n).

For any € > 0, there exists a constant C'(n) > 0 such that R™ admits a triangulation with
mesh less than e and thinness less than C(n). For any i € I, let T; be such a triangulation of
T, M and T} the subcomplex whose simplices are those of T; contained in By, (30ve) C Ty, M.
For any j € {1,---,k}, we set K the simplicial complex U;cr,T]. K is naturally identified
with an abstract simplicial complex of M with vertices {exp,, (y),y € T},i € I;}. By Theorem

2.2, we have mg, <e/2 and (:)K < 2C(n) for any € < C(n,inr, 24L).

We set C7 = K 1. Assume that C; is constructed. We now construct C; 1 by interpolation of
C; with K, 1. For any [ € I;11, we consider in T, M the complex T} and the complex S; whose
vertices are the pull back by exp,, of the vertices of C; that are contained in By, (401/¢), and
whose simplices have the same combinatorial than in C;. Using Theorem 2.2 as above we get



DISCRETIZATION OF A COMPACT MANIFOLD AND SPECTRUM 9

that .S; is an Euclidean complex with mesh less than 2C(i,n)e and thinness less than 2C(i,n)

for e < W inf(irr, £ ) for n(i,n) large enough. In what follows, for any Euclidean complex

T, we denote by T its support, i.e. the union of its simplices. Let A; (respectively A;) be the
complex formed by the simplices of T} (respectively not) contained in Sy, and B; (respectively
BJ) be the complex formed by the simplices of S; (respectively not) contained in T’;. We set
D; the set of simplices of T, M that are intersection of a simplex of A; and of a simplex of
B;. Let Ej be the set of the simplices o of A; disjoint from B] and whose intersection with Dy
is either empty or a union of faces of o. Similarly, we set F; the set of the simplices o of B
disjoint from A] and whose intersection with Dj is either empty or a union of faces of o.

Dy is a polyhedral complex. We obtain a triangulation D; of D; by first barycentric subdi-
vision as follows. Let C be a cell of D;. It is a closed, convex polyhedral cell, as an intersection
o No’ with o in A; and ¢’ in B;. For each face o, C 9C, we set p, the isobarycentre o,. The
simplices of Dj are those spanned by all sets pq,, ..., Pa,, With 0o, C 04, forany 1 <i <t—1.
By the proof of Lemma 6.3, p.439-440, and by Lemma 7.1 3) of [6], there exists some con-
stants f(©,m,n), g(©,n) and h(0,n) such that, up to a move of the vertices of T} by at most
€2C(i,n)f(2C(i,n),n), the thinness of Dj is less than g(2C(¢,n),n) and its mesh less than
eh(2C(i,n),n). Actually, we perform this deformation of the complex T} before the definition
of the complexes A;, A}, By, B, D;, E; and Fj. Since [6] allows a control of the thinness of the
first barycentric subdivision of any intersection cell of a simplex of (the deformation of) 7} and
of a simplex of S, there is no circular definition.

To extend this triangulation to F; U Fj, we keep unchanged the simplices of F; U F; that do
not intercept D] and we subdivides all the n-simplices of E; (or F;) with non-empty intersection
with Dy. For such a simplex o of E;, we have 0 ND; = do NJDy, since any cell of D; is covered
by some simplex of Aj, and so different from o. The triangulation D] induces a partition of
oNDj, which by definition of Ej; is a triangulation (Jo)’ of do. We then subdivides o by forming
all the simplices spanned its barycentre and by a face of (00)’. Thus we get a triangulation G|
of E; U Fj. Once again, by Lemma 7.1 3) of [6], the thinness of G is less than g(2C(i,n),n)
and its mesh less than h(2C (i, n),n).

We set Cj, |, = GyUD;] and C(i+1,n) = max(1,g(2C(i,n),n), h(2C(i, n),n)). Then Ciii
is a simplicial complex of T}, M with mesh less than eC'(i41, n) and thinness less than C'(i+1,n).
Indeed, since G; and D] are simplicial complexes, we just need to remark that a simplex of G|
and a simplex of D] intersect along a simplex of 0D; by what precedes. Moreover, any point
of T} US; is either in Dy or contained in a n-simplex of A; or of B;. So (T{US;)\ Ci,, is
covered by the simplices of Aj (respectively of B)) that intersect B| (respectively Aj) or whose
intersection with Dy is not a union of their faces. In the former case, the simplex obviously
intersects both 9S; and 97] and so is at distance from 9S; and from 9T} less than 2mer, -
It is the same in the latter case, since if o is a simplex of (for instance) A; whose non empty
intersection with Dy is not a union of face of o, then a face o’ of o must satisfy ¢’ "Dy # @) and
o'\ Dy # (). Tt first gives that o intersect S; (but is not contained in S;) and so is at distance
from 0S; less than mer, By definition of D;, ¢/ N Dy is covered by some simplices of T}
contained in S;, and since T} is a simplicial complex, we get that o/ C S;. So ¢’ is covered
by some simplices of S;. Since ¢’ is not in D;, we infer that ¢’ intersect some simplex of Bj.
Hence, o’ is at distance from OT] less than mgy,,, and o is at distance from 0T} less than
2mcy, - We infer that (T{US)) \ C{ 4, is covered by the intersection of the 2mcy,  -tubular
neighbourhoods of 07} and 9.5;.

We now set Cj; 1, the union of the vertices of C; \ By, (35+/2) and of the image by exp,, of the
vertices of G; U D;. We endow it with the abstract structure of complex obtained by gathering
that of C; \ By, (30y/€) and that of G; U D]. Since the complex S; is not deformed during the
previous interpolation and since the only vertices of S; that disappears during the interpolation
are in By, (35+/2), we really get an abstract structure of simplicial complex on Cj11; such that
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any simplex is contained in a n-dimensional simplex. Moreover, by Theorem 2.2, Ci11; is a
triangulation with boundary of (M™, g) with thinness less than 2C(i 4+ 1,n) and mesh less than
2C(i4+1,n)e for any ¢ < C(n,ip, %) Finally, by what precedes the vertices of the boundary of
C;41, are the same as the vertices of the boundary of C; outside By, (30y/+C(i,n)e) and are at
distance less than C(i,n)e from 0By, (301/€) inside By, (30y/e+C(i,n)e) for any ¢ < C(n, iy, %)
(once again by Theorem 2.2). From this, we get that the vertices of the boundary of C;y;; are
outside (Ui_; Uper; Bz, (30v/E — c(i+ 1,n)e)) U By, (30y/2 — ¢(i + 1,n)e).

Cit1, is just the interpolation between C; and 7}. But since the family of balls By, (401/¢),
| € I;;; are disjoint, we can interpolate C; with all the 7} (I € I;41) simultaneously to get
Ci+1. Note that the constant ¢(i + 1,n) and C(i + 1,n) will be the same whatever the cardinal
of I;1; is since the operations done during the interpolation of two different 7} do not interact.
So we get the geodesic triangulation C;41 with all the needed estimates.

Note that the image of any simplex of our geodesic triangulation by the barycentric co-
ordinates map associated to its vertices gives an embedded simplex of M and thus a true
triangulation of M whose edges are minimizing geodesic segments.

3. ESTIMATES ON THE EIGENFUNCTIONS

The following proposition gives bounds on the gradient and Hessian of the eigenfunctions.

Proposition 3.1. Let (M,g) be a compact Riemannian manifold with delta%;|c| < A2. For
any f € E,, we have that

(3.1) 1Flloe < Cln)e’= 21+ 63 Ap) ¥ 1 £l2,
(3-2) our [|df oo < C)eT M1+ 53, Ap) ¥ dar [ldf |y < Cln)e ™2 (1+ 63, 0) "5 [ £,

(33)  6m | Ddf || < Cn)e™ M1+ 62, \)F |df [l o < Cn)e>™ A (1 + 63, ) || df -

Remark 3.2. The three first inequalities of Proposition 3.1 are valid under the weaker assump-
tion §2, Ric > —A?g.

Proof. The proof of Proposition 3.1 is based on a Moser iteration schema. For any f € H'(M),
we have the Sobolev inequality [|f[| 2 < C(n)ez™ ar ||df |2 + || fll2 (if M is a surface, this
inequality, and what follows, is valid with n = 4).

Let A = D*D be the rough Laplace operator on covariant tensors of (M™, g) (where D* is the
L? adjoint of D). The rough Laplace operator coincides on the functions with the usual Laplace
operator and, on the 1-forms it is related to the Hodge Laplace operator by the Bochner formula
A = A+ Ric. For any tensor 7' on M it satisfies the equality (AT, T) = |DT|? + 3 A(|T]?).

Let T be any tensor on M and V be a field of symmetric endomorphisms on the covariant
tensor bundle of M. Fix a real V. > 0 such that <V(T),T> > —V|T|? for all tensors T. We

set u = /|T|? + €2, then we have that

wAu = %A(uQ) +ldul? < SA(TP) + DT = (AT, T) < (B + V)T|u + V2.

N | —

This inequality and the Green formula gives, for any real k > 1/2

b))z = = / (du, d(@ 1) K2 / (wAuju*—2
27 2% —1/)y VoM 2k —1 )y,  VolM
2

2k —1

< [ICA + V)T lzellull 3 + Vlull3]
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We apply the above Sobolev inequality to the function u* and make then e tends to 0. This
gives us the following inequality

k
(3.4) TV, < (HTII%+ N

@ Tl I VIT|3E)

We have E, = Vect{f;, i < p}. For any k > 1, we set Ay, = sup 111
rem\{oy IIfll2
lldf ||

rep\{oy lldfl2

(resp. By =

. Since E, is stable by A we have
P

[Afllar < Aokl Afll2 < AzkApl| fl2, [Adf |2k < Bk Adf[l2 < BokAp|ldf|2-

Hence, by applying inequality 3.4 to T'= f and V =0 (resp. to T = df and V = Ric), for any
f e Ey, we get

. 1/k
C(n)e= kg /A
Aone < <1+ (n)e Ou p) Agyp,

Ak 1/k
B, < <1 \/2]:_2 V(= DAZ + 63, 0 ) Bo

We multiply the inequalities obtained by setting successively k = 7 with v = —5 > 1 and

j € N. Since A,, tends to A (resp. B, tends to Bs,) when m tends to oo, we get

1

max(Aso, Boo) <H<1+ nje’ Vj\/ 1)A2 + 62, ) )J

To get a more convenient upper bound, note that 1+ av/b < v/1 + b (1+a) and that the infinite

; 2+
product H;io (1 + \/%) “" converges, hence

n2

max(Ass, Boo) < C'(n)e T (14 (n — 1)A% + 62, \,) T

This gives us the first three inequalities of proposition 3.1. For any f € E,, we have (see for
instance [1])

C(n)A?

M

(3.5) (ADdf, Ddf) < ((D*R)df, Ddf) + |Ddf|? 4+ (DAdf, Ddf).

Now, if we set u = /| Ddf|? + €2, we have uAu < (ADdf, Ddf). From Lemma 3.5, we infer

k2
kY12 < 2(k—1)
[ vy < i [ wawe?

K /C
<5 1(7 : ) 3% + / (DA, Ddfyu* Y + /N [(D*Rdf,Ddﬁu?(k*l))

(3.6)
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The divergence theorem applied to the field u?*~V) (Adf, Dodf)#, gives (Vk > 1)

/ (DAdf, Ddf yu?F=1 = / [AdfPu*=Y = 2(k — 1) Y (Adf, Ddf (e;))du(e;)u®*
M M

%

g/ |de|2u2(’“’1)+2(k71)/ |Adf ||du|u?*—D
M M

k—1 _
<= | |dulPuP*Y 4 (2% — 1)/ |Adf|?u?k—D
2 M M

k—1
<L a2t ok - 1) / (AdF? + | Ric(df)?)u2t=D)
2 M M

k—1 B C(n)A% _
<kl / dulPu?®D 1 202k — D(|adrZ + Z2A g2, / w2k,
2 M O M

The same process applied to u2(k_1)(tr173((R(.1.)df, DoDdf)))#, combined to the equality

~

| Rdf|?,

l\’)l»—t

> (Rdf(ei, e;), Ddf (ei, e;)) =

2%

gives:
/ (D* Rdf, Ddf yu**=Y
M
/ S|Rdf|Pu® Y 4 2(k — 1) Z/ (ei,€;)df, D, df Ydu(e;)u* =3

g;/ |du|2u2(k’1)+(2k—1)/ |Rdf 2D

2 M
-1

< B0 [ vauratn o - S8 gy [
5 Ju 1

M

Since [, |du*u?*=D = & [\ |d(u*)|?, inequality (3.6) implies:

C(n)A C(n)A*
S Sir

b)) < 4k If 12 ell353 + I Adf 2l 253)

Now, since ||Adf]|oo < Bool|Adf|l2 < Boo)\pdeHoo, we get
Cn ) - ldf 5 fH2 ntd
) < SR, 13523 (ullZ, + 55221+ a3, ) 5.
We can now apply the Sobolev inequality to get:

lldf lloe fHoo

1D I, < IDAF IS5 + KOOI [ DA 52, (1D o + (1 + 53, ) )

P n+4 d o)
< | Ddf |52 2||Ddf||oo(1+0( )ehn E(1+(1+ 63 ) 7 %))

< IDdf |52, 1Ddf oo (1 + Cm)eM B(1 + 53, ) F)

since we can suppose that §as || Ddf [|co > ||df]|co. Hence (set k = a;/2+ 1)

NN

Fipn < [145CmeM (1+ 63 0) TR,
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ap
where v = 1> > 1, F| = (”g?fc”‘”) “" and (a;) is the sequence defined by ag = 2 and
aj41 = =5 (a; +2). Since the sequence a;/v! tends to n, we get
I[1Ddf[|oo ( nga 1/
1+C 1462 ) .
Dl = 1} (m)e™ a1 + s 2) 3

The previous inequality gives

IDdfll < Clmes M1+ 53, 2,) 5

But if we integrate the Bochner formula (Adf,df) = A|df|> + |Ddf|* + Ric(df, df ) we easily
get

o DAl < /83 Ap + (0 — DA df |2
So we have
3 (n+2)2
a1 | Déf oo < C(n)e™ M(1 4 837 Ap) ™5

Proposition 3.1 implies that at small scale, the eigenfunctions are almost affine.

Lemma 3.3. Let (M,g) be a compact n-manifold which satisfies 6%|c| < A2, and T be a
geodesic triangulation of M such that 10mp < inf(ipy, ‘;—1‘1{) For any 0 € S,, we define a
function LL on 10 - T, by

L (exp, (30 0705)) = £(X0) + D05 F i, ) = S(X0)].

j=1

Then we have the following estimates on 10 - Ty,

n3 (n+1)?
If = LLlloo < C(n)e®™ M1+ 03 Ap) 2 (

) Il f1l2
ldf — dLY || oo < C(n)©2e2" M1 + 52AP)%EIIdf|\2-

Proof. We set v = Zn_ ;07 and v(t) = expyx, (tv), then we have that

‘f('Y(l))_f(X) gz Df ‘_’//d2 oy(t dtds‘

12 CZ(XU,'y(l))2
< ‘/0 /0 |Ddf| o~(t) dtds‘|7(0)| < ”Ddf”mf'

This implies that

[F(expxe, (3 0509)) = £(Xa) = D 590(Df (). vf)

n3 (41> M\ 2
<O M (1 +63 ) (Sl

If we set 6; = d;i, then this inequality gives that

Fl2iy09) = £(Xa) = gu(D ), 07| < COIE N+ 3 00) 5 (L),

which combined with the previous inequality gives the first result
Set L the linear form on T'x, M such that L{ = Loexpy'. For any w € Tx, M we set w(t)
the parallel transport of w along . Then by Theorem 2.1, we have that

(3.7)

(3.8) 4L (w(1)) ~ L(w)| < || dexpz? (w(D) — w] < 4L ful(2)?
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On the other hand, we have that

@ (wv) —drw)] < | [ 4 i) ] < / " Dt (3 w(t)) ] < | D olol .

Hence we get

(3.9 (L~ df)w()] < (2df — LI+ Ce™ (14 523) 7 [df oo 5 ) o]
Now, by Inequality (3.7) we have that
3 n2 M2
A7) = L] = [ (6) = S @1, () + S (Xo)] < COIO™M(1+ 534 ) 2 df

and so

4f = LI = (A7)l = DY) = DEF) < 14711 1 = L))

ik
m
<O'1Cm)E M1+ 33 2)" () df |
If we combine this inequality with Inequality (3.9), we get

[dLE — df| < C(m)@%e™' N (1 + 82,) % 2

[1df [| oo
which gives the result by Proposition 3.1. O

4. PROOF OF THEOREM 1.1
4.1. A discrete L? norm. We prove that |R(f)|% gives an approximation of || f||3 on E,,.

Proposition 4.1. Let (M™,g) be a compact Riemannian manifold with §3,|o| < A% and T a
geodesic triangulation with 10mp < inf(iM, C(%W). Then, for all f € E,, we have
T
mr

[ P oIRB| < comeen 1+ o)™ (B1)? [
M oM’ Jm

2
Z /(1+77)TC, f

oceS,

Proof. Corollary 2.4 (2) implies that

> / | or<
(1—n)T, M

ocES,

We have / f2< / (LD + 201 flloe + IILE = fllso)ILE = flloo- By Lemma 3.3 and
(140 T (140 Te

Proposition 3.1, we have

3 2 ™
[P @ o ) PRI Vol 4 ) - )
(10T, (1+0)T, 0

By Theorem 2.2 we have that

/( o (P = /( . (FX) + 320, [, 5)) — FX)]) o

< (L4402 ()" /( N CGCORDSUIECRNE 1(X,)]) doys,

j=1

IN

[, (e +j‘;9j 1w, 59 = FO5)]) g, + 274 7R (A2 4 ) Vol A,

< 2+/det A,

o 2 @) @) + OO (X2 I Vol(1 ~ )T,

0<j<j'<n
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So, we have

9/det A,
/(1+n)T = s > @i @) f (@i 6n)

0<j<j'<n

-~ (n+2)!
+Om)ET ML+ 53, A) ™02 () £ Vol (1 =) - To,)

By summing on o € Sy, we get [, f>—|R(f)|* < C(n)e’ M1+ 462, )\p)3"2(%)2®2" [y /2 By
the same way, we get the reverse inequality. O

4.2. A discrete Dirichlet energy. We prove that g7 (R(f)) approximates |df||3 on E,,.

Proposition 4.2. Let (M™,g) be a compact Riemannian manifold with §3; o] < A% and T a
geodesic triangulation of M with 10mp < inf(iM, %). Then for any f € E,, we have
that

ar (R(D) ~ [ 17| < COomemrien N a g a2, B [ g
M 5M M

Proof. As in the proof of Proposition 4.1, we have
[ s [ LR et (L ) R Vol (14 1) - ).
(14T, (1+0)Ts oM

Using Lemma 3.3 and the fact that [, |L|? = Y44z 5~ AML(0F)L(v)), where L is the
linear map defined in the proof of Proposition 4.1 (i.e. L(v¥) = f(z; (x)) — f(Xs)) we get the
result. O

4.3. A Withney map. We construct an extending (i.e. Withney type) map which to each
(y;) € RN associates a function f : M — R such that f(z;) = y; for all 1 < i < N. This
function f has to be such that [ f? and [ |df|* be close to |y;|3 and gr(y;). In that purpose
we take f almost linear by part.

We need first some controlled partitions of the unity on M associated to the geodesic trian-
gulations.

Lemma 4.3. Let (M",g) be a compact, Riemannian n-manifold with §(M)?|o| < A® and T

. . . . . 6 .

be a geodesic triangulation of M with 10mp < (zM, WI‘;@%Q) There exists some smooth
functions (vs)ocs, such that

(1) o : M —1[0,1], p, =1 on S, and Supp ¢, C S, for any o € S,

C (__)Sn
(2) desn 0o =1 and |dy,| < (")mig

2
MM for any o € Sy.
Proof. We set ¢ = O‘T;;T. Since the distance in (T'x, M, gx. ) between (1+¢)A, and Tx, M\
(1+2¢)A, is larger than -2 (see the proof of Corollary 2.4) and since expy_ is a 1+A?(2)%-
Lipschitzian map, there exists a function ¢, : M — [0, 1] such that ¥, = 1 on (1+¢)7Ty, s =0

outside (1 + 2¢)T, and |dy,| < 4’2%271. We set ¢, = Zwﬁ’ which is well defined since by
TESH T

Corollary 2.4 we have U,cg, (1 + ¢)Tr = M. By the same kind of arguments as in the proof of
Corollary 2.4, we have (1—4¢)T,N(142()Ty = @ for 7 # o, and s0 p, = P, = 1 on (1 —4¢)T,.
We have obviously ¢, = 0 outside (1 4 2¢)7T,. By a volume argument, the number of non zero
term in the sum ) _d,1), is bounded from above by 27027 and so we have that

dby o dibr | 5n2n@
dos| = — T < .
ol = I, ~ o | = o
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Definition 4.4. Let fp = (y;) € RN. For anyo € K, we set L7 : () € F — >, Oxy;, (k). For

mr small enough, the function LIT = L7 o (B§)™! is defined on S, and W (fr) = Z <pULfT
oc€Sn
is well defined on M .

This extending map W satisfies the following properties.
e . . . 6
Proposition 4.5. If 10mp < inf (ZM, —C(H)A(lz‘:m@%ﬂ) then
(1) RoW = Idgn,
(2) for any fr € RN, we have that

[ W = 1B < O+ 8O (R (1frlh + 83 ar ()
M
(3) for any (fr) € RN, we have that
[ 14w = an(fr)| < Ce* R (i),

Proof. Point (1) is obvious. We now prove point (3). By Inequality (3.8), we have ||dL{T[* —
|Lo|?| < 16]Ly[?(22)?. Since

n

Lol® = Y (A Wi, () = Y10 @) Wi (1) = Yin(0):

k=1
we have
Jawenrz o [ awine= 3 [ e
€Sy, o€ES,
>y VolTa(l—IG(ATm)Q)"H(l T’;Z‘[ )" Le|?> > (1= C(n )g)qT(fT)

ocESy,
On the other hand, we have that

/|deT Z/ |deT|2+ZZ/ [dW (fr)|?

oceSy, p=0T1€S,
< (140 Dar(fr) +ZZ/ AW (fr) 2,
p=0T€S,
and for any 7 € K
/ |dW (fr)] :/ Z d LT,
Sr Sr ocESty
g2/ ( Z PoldLIT]) +2/ > Litdg,|?
57 eStn(r) 57 GeStn(r)

Since [dL{"| < (1 + 8(22)2)|L,|, and by Proposition 2.5, we have

ZZ / g|dL£T|)2§iz(1+16(ATm)2) > |Le|* Vol S,

p=071€S, €Sty (1) p=0T1€S, €Sty (1)

<C(n L,?VolS, < C(n)—
< 5MU§| |“ Vo ()5 qr(fr).
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To bound the remaining term fsJZoeStn(r) LgTdcpg}Q, we set g € Sty (1) and 79 the reali-
sation of 7 associated to exp Xoy* Then there for any = € S, there exists ' € 79 such that
d(z,x') < mTzozp“. Hence we have |LIT (z) — LIT(2')| < 2| L, |2 m® 4P+, Note that the barycen-
tric coordinates (0y) of 2’ in the simplex o satisfy 0y = 0 if z;, ) ¢ 7. For any o € St,.(7),
we set x, the point whose barycentric coordinates in o are ¢’ i1 (@)

7 and ¢, = 0 otherwise. By applying Lemma 2.3 at most twice, we get d(2/,z,) < QOOAQ?—;.
Since LI (z,) = L{T ('), we have that

91.;01 (x) if x is a vertex of

2

m
LI () = LI ()] < [LJF (%) = LI (@o)| + |37 (2') = LI (2)] < C(n)(|Lo| + [ Loy |) =5
Since ) dp, = 0, Lemma 4.3 gives us
2
S [IY w55 [1 ¥ ot
p=171€S, oc€Sty, (‘r) p=171€S), oc€Sty (T)
< Z ST omOY T # St (1) Y. Lol + | Ly |?) VoL S,
p=1TES, oSty (1)
< 0O LN L, 2 Vol Sy < C(n)02 " I gy (fr).
51»
oc€Sn
We now prove point (2). As in the proof of point (3), we have that
SN RUSIEY NUTEIED ol USTS b o) MUl
oceSy, oceS, p=0T1€S,
and
Sy [wur-S¥ [1 S e
p=0T1€S, p=0T7€S, aeSt ()
Ty > co me [ jngre=coer 3o [t
p=071€S, 0c€St, Sr €Sy

Hence we have that
e -5 [ arr|scmen S [ u
M gESy

and since by Theorem 2.2, we have

(1= ) el = 1 —<A7m>2)"z/ (L7y?
<Z/ (i) < (1+( Am Z/ (L) (A?)Q)"IfTIQT,

it only remains to bound from above fg | |LI7 |2, If we set ¢ = n©?"a™ I then S, \ T, C
(1+¢0)A,\ (1 —-¢)A, and so

Am -

[ombrsaaE [ P

SU\TU (1+<)AU\(1_<)A<7
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Let H) be the dilation in F' of factor A and centred at the iso-barycentre of A™. By the
fundamental theorem of the calculus we have

‘m /(1—<)A<, (L7 = /A,,(LU)Q’ = ‘/Aa (L7 (Hi-(ns1)¢(9)) = (L”)2(y)"

We set h = (n +1)5(. Since

(L7 (Hi—(nrnye () — (L7)*(y)| < 2L (9)I1dL7 || br + 1AL |* 57, 12

< c<n><6—";>2(|L”<y>|2 + 03 1417 |?)

then we have

e o - [ sem@e [ wer s

By the same way we get

m

1
Laz_/ LU2’<Cn—2/ L9)2 + 62, ||L°||2
R TS ST T NICHA EXeOln i NG A
Hence 3 os [ ioana_oa, L7 < C)(3%)(|frl7+083 ar(fr)), which combined with the
previous inequalities gives the result. O

4.4. Conclusion. By Propositions 4.1, 4.2 and 1.7 we can almost bound from below the first
eigenvalues of (M™, g) by the eigenvalues of gr with respect to {(-,-)r. To have an error bound
that depends on p and not on A, we use the following rough version of a well known result due
to S. Cheng.

Lemma 4.6. Let (M",g) be a compact Riemannian manifold such that §3; |o| < A2. For any

nel

k € N, we have §2; \j, < C(n)(2:)2e* 5 k2.

M

We infer the following theorem.

Theorem 4.7. Let € €]0, 1] be a real number, (M™, g) be a compact Riemannian manifold such

. 3n3
that §3; |o| < A% and T be a geodesic triangulation of (M™, g) such that L < e(%) ,
M TE
then we have Ap(gr) < A\p(M",g)(1 +¢).

Once again, by Propositions 4.5 and 1.7 we can bound from above the eigenvalues of (M™, g)
by the eigenvalues of gr with respect to (-, -)7. Note that to bound A, (gr), we just have to use
Theorem 4.7.

Theorem 4.8. Let € €]0, 1] be a real number, (M™, g) be a compact Riemannian manifold such

. 3n
L . c
that §3; |o| < A% and T be a geodesic triangulation of (M™, g) such that L < e(ﬁ)
Then, we have that

Ap(M™, g) < Ap(ar)(1 +e).

Proof. When applying Proposition 1.7 with E; the space spanned by the p+1 first eigenfunction

.. . n(m n2 m

of qr, Proposition 4.5 gives a > 1—C(n)e’ 0?2 (ﬁ)Q(l—i—éfw Ap(ar)) andAB < 14+C(n)0% T
ne 2

Now, by Theorem 4.7 and Lemma 4.6, we have §3, A\,(qr) < w. O

- M
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5. PROOF OF THEOREM 1.4

5.1. Approximation of the eigenfunctions. To get the relations between the eigenfunc-
tions of (M™, g) and the discrete eigenfunctions, we first prove the following result, where the
notations are the same as in the introduction.

Lemma 5.1. Let § > 0 and assume that A\, (M) + 1 < Apy1 (M).

C(pn,A, M) ,
For any f € E,, we have |R(f) — P, o R(f)||% < %(51\4 )f’ Z||R(f)||3 where P, is

the orthogonal projection from RN to the space F, spanned by the first p ezgenfunctions of qr.

For any (y;) € F,, we have |[W(y;) — Qp o W (y:)|[3 < C(p,n, A, 22, m) (222 )&= [ W (y:) |3,
where Q,, is the orthogonal projection from L*(M) to E,,.

Proof. We use the same idea as in [8]. We consider in AP*1RY the operator A(vg A -+ Av,) =
S gvo A AAp(v;) A A vy, where Ap is the symmetric operator such that gr(z) =
(Ar(z),z)r. The eigenvalues of A are exactly the sum X\;, (T') +--- + X, (T) with 0 <41 <

- <ipy1 < N, and so its first eigenvalue is \g(T)+ - -+ Ap(T). We set R : APHLE, — APTIRN
defined by R(fo A--- A fp) = R(fo) A--- A R(f,). Since |R(fo A+ A fp)]|% = (det G)?, where
G is the Gramm matrix of the family R(fo), -, R(fp), and since there exists C}, such that
|(det G)? — 1] < Cp|G — I41] for G near I,;1, Proposition 4.1 and Lemma 4.6 give us

_ OM |, mMT
[B(fo A A fo)l7 = 1] < Clp,n, ©, A, == ) ()
iv’ oM
By Propositions 4.1 and 4.2 and by Theorem 1.1, we get

[CAR(fo -+ A fo) R(fo A+ A fp)) Z)\ WR(for-- A L))

|
-M“

-
Il
=]

(R(fo) A+ AA(R(f:)) = M(T)R(fi)) A+ AR(fp), R(fo) A+ AR(fp))]

:Mﬁ

= [3° G et GPar (R(F) — N(DIRUE)
<[ 6" (et @) ar (RUD) - 145 \+|ZG“ (det G)* (A (M) — A (T))|

P
+ D26 et G - R < Ol 0,4, L) (5L )i

i=0 M OM
Let (y;) an orthonormal family of eigenfunctions of ¢gr associated to the eigenvalue (\;(T)). We
set R(foA--- A fp) =ayo A--- Ayp+n with n orthogonal to yo A - - - Ay,. The above estimates
give us [a? + [n|? — 1] < C(p,n, ©, A, 224)(%L)2 and §|n|? < C(p,n ©,A, 84)(22) 52 from
which we easily get

1

Clp,n,0, A, Br)(mr )57

P im
V1

The proof of the other estimate is exactly the same, but we first have to bound from below
the gap Ap+1(T) — A\p(T) using the bound on the gap Ap41(M) — A,(M) and Theorem 1.1. O

ZIIsz (RUMNZ < R(fo N Afp) —yo A- Ayl <

(R(fo) A+ AAR(f)) = M(T)R(f)), R(FDGYR(f5) A+ - AR(fp), R(fo) A+ AR(f))]
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We easily infer Theorem 1.4 from the previous Lemma. Indeed, by Proposition 4.1, the
1
quadratic form | P, o R|? on E, takes only values less than 1+ C (%)%= on the unit sphere of

E, and so its trace with respect to (-, )7 is less than p + C’(’(;l—MT)m%2 (complete an orthonormal
basis of the kernel of P,oR). But the previous lemma, applied for the spectral gap at p, implies
that the trace of |P, o R|? on E,, is close to p and so p — C’(’(;I—MT)M%2 + X piicicq | Pro R(f)IP =

1 _1_ . .
tr|P,o RI> < p+ C(§E)e?, andso - 11, [Ppo R(f)|? < C(5%)e=. This gives the result
when combined with the previous lemma applied to the spectral gap at g.
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