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Comparisons of the strengths and weekness of the available commercial discovery tools

Main criteria analysis for a discovery tool

1. First, it should enable our users to explore the full extent of the library resources, and offer relevant content within these resources (content and relevance) 2. Second it should offer simple and powerful search capabilities -faceted navigation (search functions) 3. Third, search results should be attractive and allow the user to interact efficiently with them (interface ) 4. Simple system administration (administration )

Four commercial discovery tools will be compared With this study , we realized that we're not players in the discovery game -We're pawns ! Web can't foresee a time when the major database vendors will find it profitable to combine their metadata for our benefit It's an end-user tool, not a replacement for any databases or OPAC. Terminer par une ouverture sur le futur : les hubs de metadonnées au niveau national ( ABES en France... ) ? colette.cadiou; 20/07/2012

  www.irstea.fr 38th IAMSLIC conference, Anchorage, Alaska, August 26-30, 2012 Basic requirements for discovery tools Easiest place to start the research process Simultaneous search through multiple data sources (library catalogues, databases, ebooks, libguides…) Global search index instead of federated searches Hosted instead of local installation ( human resources for IT are often limited)

  

  

Content and relevance

Search functions

Interface administration

Primo Central (Exlibris)