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Travelling waves in a nonlocal reaction-diffusion equation
as a model for a population structured by a space variable
and a phenotypical trait

Matthieu Alfaro !, Jérome Coville 2 and Gaél Raoul °.

Abstract

We consider a nonlocal reaction-diffusion equation as a model for a population structured
by a space variable and a phenotypical trait. To sustain the possibility of invasion in the case
where an underlying principal eigenvalue is negative, we investigate the existence of travelling
wave solutions. We identify a minimal speed ¢* > 0, and prove the existence of waves when
¢ > ¢ and the non existence when 0 < ¢ < ¢*.

Key Words: structured population, travelling waves, nonlocal reaction-diffusion equation.

AMS Subject Classifications: 35Q92, 45K05, 35C07.

1 Introduction

1.1 Setting of the problem

In this paper we are interested in propagation phenomena for nonlocal reaction-diffusion equations
of the form

on(t,z,y)— Ay yn(t,z,y) = (r(y — Bx-e) — / k(y — Bz - e,y — Bz -e)n(t,z,y") dy') n(t,x,y),
i

1)
where (2,7) ER? xR, e€ 41, B>0,7:R — R and k: R? = R*.

Such equations have recently appeared in some population dynamic models, see [37], [40], [39],
[34]. In this context, n(t,z,y) denotes a density of population structured by a spatial variable
x € R? and by a phenotypical trait y € R. The population is then submitted to four essential
processes: spatial dispersion, mutations, growth and competition. The spatial dispersion and the
mutations are modelled by diffusion operators. The growth rate of the population at a location x
and trait y is given — for all times t— by r(y — B(x - ¢)), where r is typically negative outside a
bounded interval. This corresponds to a population living in an environmental cline: to survive
at the location z, an individual must have a trait close to y = B(x - €). Therefore, to be able to
invade the environment, the population needs to evolve. Finally, we consider a logistic regulation
of the population density that is local in the spatial variable and nonlocal in the trait. In other
words, we consider that there exists an intra-specific competition (for e.g. food) at each location,
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which may depend on the traits of the competitors. For a rigorous derivation of this model from
individual based models, we refer to [15]. In Section 2, we will discuss in more details on the
biological aspects of our work.

The existence of global solutions for the Cauchy problem and of non trivial steady states for
(1) have been investigated respectively in [40] and [2]. Also, numerical simulations (see e.g. [37],
[40], [39]) show that the population can either go extinct, or propagate while adapting to local
environments.

The aim of this work is to analyze this propagation phenomena through the study of travelling
front solutions. The travelling front solutions are particular solution of (1) describing the transition
at a constant speed ¢ from one stationary solution to another one. Such solutions have proved in
numerous situations their utility in describing the dynamics of a population modelled by a reaction
diffusion equation. In the case of the classical Fisher-KPP equation

On — An = (1 —n)n, (2)

we refer among others to [22], [32], [3] [43]: there exists planar fronts ¢(x.e — ct) connecting 0 to
1, for all speed ¢ > ¢* = /2. Moreover, the minimal speed of the front ¢* corresponds to the so
called spreading speed of propagation. Travelling front solutions in heterogeneous versions of (2)
with periodicity in space, in time, or more general media are studied in [11], [27], [44], [5], [7],
[35], [36]. Nonlocal versions of (2) where the Laplace operator is replaced by a nonlocal operator
are studied in [18], [17], [42]. For very general reaction diffusion equations, we refer to [6] for a
definition of generalized transition waves and their natural properties.

It is worth noticing that when the competition term is replaced by a local (in « and y) density
regulation, equation (1) becomes the following heterogeneous reaction diffusion equation

omn(t,z,y) — An(t,x,y) = (r(y — Bx - e) — k(y — Bx - e)n(t,x,y)) n(t, z,y), (3)

which was recently investigated by Berestycki and Chapuisat [4]: they prove the existence of a
critical speed c¢*, for which there exists a travelling front of (3) for any speed ¢ > ¢*.

As far as nonlocal equations of the form (1) are concerned, far less seems to be known in
the literature. The travelling wave analysis has been done either using a formal Hamilton-Jacobi
approach [14] for a model close to (1), or for a population structured by one variable only, that is
n = n(t,x), submitted to a non-local competition [§]. To our knowledge, there is no result on the
existence of travelling waves for (1) and related models.

1.2 Assumptions and main results

As suggested by the numerical simulations mentioned above, we expect that during an invasion,
the population adapts locally to the environmental gradient, so that to observe travelling waves
of (1), we perform the following change of variable:

n(t,z,z) = n(t,z,z + Bx - e). (4)

Then (1) is recast as
on(t,x, z) — g(ﬁ)(t,x, z) = (r(z) — /}Rk(z, alt,x, 2" dz’> n(t,x, z), (5)

where () := Ayi+ (B* 4 1) f.. —2BO.(Vgi-e). Since (1) is invariant under any rotation in R,
without loss of generality we can assume that e = e; so that g(ﬁ) = A,n+ (B2 + 1) Nyr—2B0y, 210
This operator is elliptic, since the associated matrix has only positive eigenvalues. Looking after
travelling wave solutions, we search a speed ¢ and a profile v : R> — R such that a(t,z,z) =
u(z-ey —ct,z) = u(xy — ct, z) solves (5). Hence, we are looking after ¢ and u(x, z) with € R (in
contrast with the original x € R?), z € R, such that

—E(u)(z, 2) — cug(z,2) = (r(z) - /R k(z,z’)u(x,z’)dz’) u(z,z) in R? 6)



where
E(u) := Ugy + (B? + 1)u,, — 2Bu,..

Throughout the paper, we make the following assumption.

Assumption 1.1 (Structure of r and k) Function r is of the class C? and there is § > 0 such
that

1
VzeR, r(z)< 5 522 (7)
Function k is of the class C? and there are k= >0, kt > 0 such that
V(z,2) €R? k™ <k(z,2) <kT.

Let us next introduce a principal eigenvalue problem that is necessary to enunciate our main
result. For more details on principal eigenvalue problems in general domains we refer to [12], [13]
and the references therein.

Definition 1.2 (Principal eigenvalue problem) We denote by (A2, T%) € R x C*(R) the
solution of the principal eigenvalue problem

{— (B +1) A.TY (2) — ()l (2) = AL T (2)  forall z€R (®)

% ()>0 forallzeR, TY%(0)=1.

Observe that in the case where r(z) = 1 — A2%, A > 0, we have A2, = \/A(B2+1) — 1 and
Y% (z) = exp (f, / B%Hé) is a Gaussian profile.

We first establish that as soon as A2, > 0, extinction of the population occurs.

Proposition 1.3 (Extinction) Assume A\, > 0. For any initial population n® such that

H n’(z,y)

'Y (y — Bx) =%

Lo (R2)

the solution of (1) with initial condition n® goes extinct exponentially fast as t — oo:

= O(e_kgct).

H n(t,z,y)
L (R2)

I'%(y — Bx)

Next, we state our main result and show that as soon as A2 < 0, invasion waves exist. Precisely,
the following holds.

Theorem 1.4 (Travelling waves) Assume A%, < 0 and define
[0
=2 =, 9
c B2+1 ( )

(i) For all ¢ > c*, there exists a positive u € C?(R?) solution of

Then the following holds.

_E(u)(w, 2) — cup (2, 2) = (r(z)— /R k(z,z')u(m,z’)dz') ww,z) nR:  (10)

with )
V1{(z2)e(—o0,0)x[—vw]} < u(z,2) < Ce K, (11)



for somev >0, C >0, K >0, and
(@, )| oe =00 0, /u(m,z)dz ato 0, (12)
R

Additionally, when ¢ > c*, there exists p < 0 such that

v/ B? T+ —L—z
u(x,z)ge“< T >rgo(z). (13)

(11) When 0 < ¢ < c*, there is no positive solution of (10) such that liminf, . u(xz,0) =0 and
u(z,z) < (z) for some 1 € LY(R).

1.3 Comments

On the extinction case. The proof of Proposition 1.3 is elementary and we now give its the
proof. The result is a consequence of the parabolic comparison principle satisfied by the local
equation

atd)(ta €Z, y) - Am¢(t7 &€, y) - Ay¢(t7 €, y) = T(y - B'r)d)(ta z, y) (14)

Indeed, one can check that Me *~'T% (y — Bxz) and n(t,z,y) are respectively a super- and a
sub-solution of (14) with ordered initial data (for M large enough).

On the construction of waves. Let us first comment on a major difficulty in the construction of
travelling fronts. When the competition term is replaced by a local (in 2 and y) density regulation,
many techniques based on the comparison principle — such as some monotone iterative schemes
or the sliding method [10]— can be used to get a priori bounds, existence and monotonicity
properties of the solution. Since integro-differential equations with a non-local competition term
do not satisfy the comparison principle, it is unlikely that such techniques apply here.

It turns out that the considered problem here has some similarities with the case of a population
structured by a spatial variable only, that is n = n(t, ), submitted to a non-local competition
as studied in [8] (see also [1]). In this work, the construction of a travelling front is based on a
sequence of approximating problems on intervals (—ay,a,), with a, — co. Due to the lack of
comparison principle for the approximated problem, the construction of a solution is based on a
topological degree argument, a method introduced initially in [9].

To construct our fronts, we adopt a similar strategy and consider a sequence of problems in
growing boxes (—ap,an) X (=bn,b,), with a normalization at the origin. In order to make this
strategy possible, a key point is to establish a priori estimates, independent on the size of the
boxes, on the profile u, the speed ¢ and, in particular, the tails of © when y is large. Due to the
nature of the considered kernels here, an uniform estimate on u is obtained using a local pointwise
LP estimate, whereas the uniform control on ¢ is obtained by showing that our problem does not
have a solution if the speed c is too large or if ¢ = 0. Notice that the latter analysis may also be
used to simplify the proof in [8].

Let us also highlight that, in contrast with [9] and [8], it is far from obvious that the constructed
travelling fronts are monotone w.r.t. x for x > 0 large enough. Therefore, we shall need an extra
work to catch the behavior (12) as @ — 4oc.

Notice also that the lack of a comparison principle for (6) induces the possibility of non mono-
tone travelling fronts. Although we have constructed non trivial fronts without relying on any
monotonic properties of the profiles, it is suspected, as in the case of the nonlocal Fisher-KPP
equation [8], that there exists either monotone or non monotone travelling fronts depending on
non-local competition kernels. The reason is that, for some kernels, the positive steady state of (1)
may present a Turing instability similar to the one known for stationary solutions of the nonlocal
Fisher-KPP equation (see e.g. [23], [8]). The understanding of such issues is quite challenging.

Finally, along the proofs we have observed that we can relax the assumptions made on r. With
cosmetic changes, rather than (7), we may have only assumed that lim||_ 7(2) = —o0, so that
there exists a L' N L eigenfunction 'Y, to the eigenvalue problem (8).



Organization of the paper. In Section 2 we briefly describe the biological context of (1) and
give an interpretation of our results. Then, we prove Theorem 1.4 in Sections 3-5. In Section 3,
we start by deriving some a priori bounds and then, using a Leray-Schauder topological degree
argument, we construct a solution in a bounded box. In Section 4, we let the box tend to R? and
obtain a wave, which turns out to be the one with minimal speed ¢ = ¢*. We also show the non
existence of waves with speed 0 < ¢ < ¢*. Lastly, we construct faster waves ¢ > ¢* in Section 5.

2 Biological interpretation of the results

In this section we briefly precise the biological context of (1).

In the present paper, we are interested in biological invasions involving darwinian evolution.
Species invading new territories often face environmental gradients of e.g. temperature, luminosity,
antibiotic chemicals [26]. Experimentally, it is well documented that invasive species then evolve
during their range expansion [21], [29], to adapt to local conditions. To understand the speed,
or even the success of an invasion, one should thus consider the dispersion, birth and death
processes, but should also take into account evolution [25], [30], [26]. Those questions become
especially important in the context of the global warming [19], [20]: the favorable environmental
conditions of many species move towards the north, implying important changes in species’ range.
It is also of great importance for the evolution of resistance of bacteria to antibiotics [26].

More generally, many evolutionary biology questions involve spatially structured populations,
while most existing models either neglect the spacial structure of the population, or largely sim-
plify it. New theoretical tools are then needed, and structured population models are natural
candidates: they enable the modelling of all the biological phenomena mentioned above, and nu-
merical simulations show that they are able to reproduce interesting features. Analyzing this type
of model is however challenging, even in a homogeneous setting, see e.g. [28], [33]. This work,
as well as the results of [14] are first steps in the mathematical understanding of the dynamics of
those models.

The main application of our result concerns asexual populations living in an environmental
cline. The simplest model then writes

o2 o2
oen(t, z,y) —fAmn(t,x,y) — TmAIn(t,x,y) =

1 2 1 ! !
(rmoe = gy 0= 80 = 2 [ttt ) e

where o, 0,, describe respectively the diffusion rate and the mutation rate of the population, ﬁ
is the strength of the selection, b is the steepness of the environment cline, and K the carrying
capacity of the environment. After a rescaling, one obtains (1) with

0_2

Ox
rly) =1—Ay?, A=—"m_ B=-"2p.
) 4T maz Vs Om
The population then gets extinct if A (32 + 1) > 1, while if A (32 + 1) < 1, invasion fronts exist,
with a minimal propagation speed (in the original variables)

1/2

N5 o2 o 2 o 2 e
=20, |1 -, — 22— =< 1 =y 1 .
¢ 7 4rmaaVs <0m ) N <0’m > *

Remark 2.1 There exists thus only two dynamics: either the population gets extinct, or it succeeds
to invade the whole territory. The situation of asexual populations is then very different from the
case of sexual populations (see [31], [34]), where populations surviving with a limited range only
are possible.

Notice also that during invasions, the dispersion of individuals can evolve (see e.g. [38], [41]).
Our result does not apply to this problem, and we refer to [14] for such a situation.




3 The problem in a bounded box

3.1 On some principal eigenvalue problems

We first introduce some principal eigenvalue problems, whose eigenfunctions will serve as boundary
conditions when stating the travelling wave problem in a bounded box.

For v € [0, ), where § > 0 is as in Assumption 1.1, we denote by (A%, T'% ) the solution of the
principal eigenvalue problem

{ (B2 +1) A, TY (2) — (r(2) + v22) T4 (2) = NLT%(z) forall z€ R a5)

I'Y(z2) >0 forall zeR, T%(0)=1.

Notice that this definition is coherent with (8), and for any v € [0,4), we have X%, < A% < 0.
Also, for v € [0,0) and b > 0, we define (Ay,T'}) as the solution of the principal eigenvalue problem

— (B2 + 1) A.TY(2) — (r(2) + v2?) Ty (z) = NIy (z)  for all z € (—b,b)
T (£0) = 0 (16)
I'Y(z) >0 forall ze (=b,b), TY(0)=1L1.

Let us observe that b < b’ implies A%, < Ay, < A/, and that A} — A\ as b — oo. to construct

the travelling waves, we will use the eigenfunctions Fg/ 3, for b > 0 as a boundary value. To

bound from above those functions independently of b > 0, we will also use the functions Fi‘.f/ 3

Notice that —max,ecgr(z) < ,\§§/3 < /\gé3 < 0. To show that FZ§/3 is integrable, we define

C = max[_z z riﬁ/B, where z := %, and ¥ (z) := Cexp (—,/B%szag), so that ¥(+£z) = C
and

(B2 +1) Ay(z) — (r(z) + %‘Sf) ¥(z) > (gz2 - %) () > 0,

for all z € (—o0, —Z) U (Z,00). Since in (—o0, —2) U (Z, 00) we have r(z) + %‘522 <i- %22 <0, the
comparison principle then applies to (15) on (—oo0, —Z) U (Z, 00), and yields Fgg/g(z) < 4(z) for all

z € (—00,—Z) U (Z,00). As a result, for some constant which we denote again by C, we have

2
Fgg/3(2> < Cexp <‘ / B;:— : 22—\/6> for all z € R, (17)

which implies in turn that T2/% € L1(R).
For a given by > 0, we now use a similar argument to control the functions Fg/ 3(,z) uniformly

3()‘5/3_Aig/3) §/3 |1
w.r.t. b € [by, 00]. When z lies in [—Z, Z], where Z := max e % ()\bo + 3) , the

coefficients of the equations in (15) and (16) are uniformly bounded w.r.t. b € [by, c0]. Therefore
the Harnack inequality implies that there is C' > 0 such that Fg/ 3(2) < C, for all z € [~Z, 7], all
b € [bg,o0]. By the definition of Z we see that, on the one hand, Fii/g is a super-solution for (15)
and (16) on (—o0,—Z2) U (Z,00) and that, on the other hand, the comparison principle applies.

Therefore, there exists C' > 0 such that
12/3(2) < CT2%/3(2) < O|IT%/3||  forall z € R, b € [by, o9 (18)

In particular, we have

[ 1@ e <me =€ [ 120G)d <00 for all be o o) 19)
R R



3.2 The problem in a box

For a > 0, b > 0 and ¢ € (0,1), we consider the problem of finding a speed ¢ € R and a real
function u(z, z), defined for (x, z) € [—a, a] x [—b,b], such that

—E(u)(z,z) — cug(x, 2)
b
= 1{u(z,2)>0} <r(z) — / k(z, 2" u(z, 2" dz’) u(z, 2) in Q
P(a,b,e) —b
u(z, z) = l{mz_a}(z)Fg/s(z) on 0Q
u(0,0) = ¢,

where Q := (—a,a) x (=b,b). The elliptic operator is given by
—E(u) == —Ugy — (B® + 1) uz. + 2Bug.. (20)

If (c,u) is a solution achieving a negative minimum at (2, 2,,) then, from the boundary
conditions we deduce that (2, z,,) lies in the interior of the rectangle, and that —&(u) — cu, =0
on a neighborhood of (2, z,). The maximum principle thus implies u = w(2,, 2, ), which cannot
be. Therefore any solution of P(a,b, ) satisfies u > 0 and, by the strong maximum principle,

b

—-b

u>0 and —E&(u)(z,2) — cug(z,z) = (T(Z) - / k(z, 2" u(z,2") dz/> u(z,z) in@. (21)

In the following of the section, we shall construct a solution to P(a, b, ) via a Leray-Schauder
topological degree argument. To make this possible, we consider a family of problems as follows.
Fora > 0,b > 0 and 7 € [0, 1], we consider the problem of finding a speed ¢ € R and a nonnegative
real function w(z, z) such that

—E(u)(z,z) — cuy(x, 2)

—b

b
P, (a,b) = (r(z) — 7‘/ k(y, z)u(z, 2") dz" — v(1 — 7)u(z, z)) u(x, z) in Q

w(@,2) = Ljge _ay (@)T03(2) on 9Q,

where v > 0 will be specified later (see Lemma 3.7). Note that Py(a,b) reduces to a local prob-
lem, and that solving P(a,b,¢) is equivalent to solving P (a,b) with the additional normalization
condition u(0,0) = e.

Remark 3.1 A first natural idea to define a family of problems would be to consider —&(u)—cu, =

T (r(z) — ffb k(z, 2 )u(zx, 2) dz’) u. But then we cannot get a uniform w.r.t. 0 <1 <1 control of

the tails of u (see Lemma 3.4), which is crucial to derive e.g. a lower bound on the standing waves
(see Lemma 3.6). This is the reason why we consider the family P (a,b) as above. Therefore, the
topological degree argument (see subsection 3.6) is rather involved and requires to analyze a whole
family of local problems (see Lemma 3.8).

3.3 A priori estimates for u

We provide a priori bounds for the profile u of solutions to Pr(a,b). When 0 < 7 < 1/2, the local
part of the equation shall be enough to derive Lemma 3.3. On the other hand, when 1/2 <7 <1,
the nonlocal part is quite relevant and we first need to control the vertical mass of u, namely



Lemma 3.2 (A priori bound for the mass) For alla > 0, b > by >0, 1/2 < 7 < 1, any
solution (c,u) of Pr(a,b) satisfies

b
2
OS/ u(z, z) dz < max (@,mp), Vo € [—a,al.

-b

Proof. Integrating w.r.t. z the inequality —ug, — cu, < (maXR r— %kf m(ac)) u+ (32 + 1) Uyy —
2Bu,, we get,

—m"(z) —em/(z) < (mﬂ%xr - %ki m(z)) m(z) + (B* + 1) (uz(z,b) — u.(z, —b))
—2B (uz(x,b) — uz(x,—b)) .

Since wu,(x,b) <0, uy(x,—b) > 0 and uy(x,b) = u,(x,—b) = 0, the mass satisfies the Fisher-KPP
inequality —m” — cm’ < (maxgr — 3k~ m)m. Since m(—a) < mr (see (19)) and m(a) = 0, the
maximum principle concludes the proof of the lemma. O

The above nonlocal control now provides the following a priori bound for wu.

Lemma 3.3 (A priori bound for u) There exists M > 0 such that, for all a > 0, b > by > 0,
0 <7 <1, any solution (c,u) of P-(a,b) with 0 < c¢ < c¢* + 1 satisfies

0<u(x,z) <M, V(z,z)€ [—a,a]x [=b,b].

Proof. For 0 < 7 < 1/2, one keeps the local part and writes —&(u) — cu, < (maXRr — %u) u;

recalling (18), the maximum principle then gives a control of u by max (2”’%, C HFiﬁ“H )
o0
Next, for 1/2 < 7 < 1, let us denote by (2, zar) a point where u achieves its maximum M,

and by B, the ball centered at (zas, zpr) with radius » > 0. Note that 0 < u < C HF@‘S/Q’H on

9Q. The function w :=u — C Hriﬁ/gH therefore satisfies

—&(w) — cw, — (maxg r)w < Cp 1= (maxg r)C HFi‘i“H in @

w <0 on 0Q).
From the local maximum principle [24, Theorem 9.20] and it extension up to balls intersecting the
boundary of the domain [24, Theorem 9.26], we infer that

sup w < C w + 02|CO|LN(BmQ)) ’

B1,2NQ (|Bl| BiNQ
where C; = C1(B) and Cy = C3(B) are positive constants. Notice that C does not depend on

¢, which is a coefficient of the operator L(w) := &(w) 4 cwy + w, because ¢ belongs to a bounded
interval, namely [0, ¢* + 1]. Using successively u > 0 and Lemma 3.2 we deduce that

_ 2 ~
[owrs [ ue [ ofr| < omex (2R ) oo i
BiNQ B1NQ BiNQ o k o0

Recalling that M = maxw is achieved at the center of the ball By /5, we deduce form the upper
estimates that

2maxg r

_ 2
M= r B
<C|I'z OO+Cl |Bl|max =

,mp) +C‘HF§§/3H +CQCO|Bl|) .

This concludes the proof of the lemma. O

We now provide a control of the tails of the solutions as |z] — oo by appropriate Gaussian
functions (recall estimate (17)).



Lemma 3.4 (Gaussian control of the tails of u) There exists M > 0 such that, for alla > 0,
b>by>0,0<7 <1, any solution (c,u) of Pr(a,b) with 0 < c¢ < c* + 1 satisfies

0 <u(x,z) < MT2/3(z), Y(x,2)€ [—a,a] x [-b,b].
Proof. First observe that

—E(u) —cug —r(z)u<0 onQ, u<CI®3 ondQ. (22)

(2), with M > 0 to be specified later. Recall that I'2/% solves

Define d_)(z,z) = éf_’(z) = MT
(15) so that —&(¢) — ey — 1(2)d = (%‘S,ﬂ + )\32/3) ¢. Therefore, if § := max (%, 33203/3), we

have

_5(¢) - CQEZ - T(Z)(E Z 0 on (_aa a) X (6) b) (23)
Let us now select
_ _ M
M := max (C, —25/3> y (24)
min—g,g) oo

where M is as in the previous lemma. The choice (24) enforces ¢(x, z) > cr/s (z) > u(z,z) on
{Fa} x [B,b] U [~a,a] x {b}, and ¢(x,2) > M > u(x,z) on [~a,a] x {#}. Hence the comparison
principle — note that r(z) < 0, when z > f— yields u < ¢ on [—a,a] x [3,b] and, by the choice
(24), on [~a,a] x [0,b]. Similarly, u < ¢ on [—a,a] x [~b,0]. The lemma is proved. O

3.4 A priori estimates for ¢

We provide a priori bounds for the speed ¢ of solutions to P;(a,b). We first show that, roughly
speaking, too rapid waves solutions of P;(a,b) have too small value at (z,z) = (0,0). We recall
that the speed ¢* was defined in (9).

Lemma 3.5 (A priori upper bound for ¢) Let b > 0 and ¢ € (0,1) be arbitrary. Then there
exists ag = ap(e,b) > 0 such that, for all a > ag, all 0 < 7 < 1, any solution (c,u) of Pr(a,b) with
¢ > c¢* satisfies u(0,0) < e — and therefore cannot solve P(a,b,¢).

Proof. Let b > 0 be given. Assume ¢ > ¢* and let us show that «(0,0) — 0 as a — oc.
The function u satisfies —€(u) — cu, — r(z)u < 0 in Q. Therefore, changing variables, the
function

o r — By 5
v(r,y) ==u (\/B?—i—f B2+ 1y> ; (25)

satisfies

—vm—vyy—cx/BQJrlvzfr( B2+1y)v§0, (26)

. —B
in Qui={(w.9): Il < 7 [ 5524 | <o)

We shall now construct a positive solution. Since ¢ > ¢*, one can select u < 0 such that
*2
p? +cevVB? + 1+ < (B? +1) = 0 and define ¢(s) := e#* which solves

C*2
-

—" —cevVB2+1¢ — B*+1)p=0.

Now, let us define

5/3
.
w(z,y) == Kap()TY ( B? + 1y) R = eu( 52“),

min[_b7b] Fgo



with T'%_ the eigenfunction appearing in Definition 1.2. Using direct computations and the defini-
tion of ¢* in (9) we see that

—wm—wyny\/BQJrlwz—r( B2+1y)w:0 in Q. (27)

We now compare the values of v and w on the boundary. If (z,y) € 0Q is such that By

vV B2+1
—a, then v(z,y) = 0 < w(x,y). If (z,y) € 0Q; is such that IJ;ZBfl = —a then

_ Bb
M( avB2+1+ /32+1> min Fgo < w(z,y).

v(z,y) = Fg/g’ ( B2 + 1y) < kgt min

As a result, we have v < w on 9Q);.

Now a classical argument will imply v < w on the whole of Q;. Indeed, since v is bounded and
w >0 on Ql, we can define ¢ := max {a >0: av<win Ql} > (0. Then apv < w and there is
a point (2o, yo) such that agv(xo,yo) = w(xo,yo). In view of (26), (27) and the strong maximum
principle the point (zg,yo) has to lie on dQ;, which enforces ag > 1. Thus v < w in Q;, and

1(0,0) = v(0,0) < w(0,0) = Ky = 0 as a — oo,
which concludes the proof of the lemma. O
Next, we show that standing waves (i.e. ¢ = 0) have too large value at (x, z) = (0,0).

Lemma 3.6 (Standing waves: a priori lower bound for «(0,0)) There is €* > 0 such that
if a, b are large enough, then, for all 0 < 7 < 1, any standing solution (¢ = 0,u) of P-(a,b)
satisfies u(0,0) > &* — and therefore cannot solve P(a,b,e) for any e € (0,£%).

Proof. For R > 0, let us introduce (ug, Tr) as the solution of the principal eigenvalue problem

—&(TR)(w,2) —r(2)Yr(w,2) = prY gr(z,2) for all (x,2) € (—R, R)?
Tr=0 ond((—R,R)?) (28)
Yr(z,z) >0 forall (z,2) € (—R,R)?, Tg(0,0)=1.

If R = 0o, the above problem is equivalent to (8), and ur — A% as R — oco. Let us therefore fix
R > 0 large enough so that

)\O
Moo < < 22 <0, (29)
and
_ —)\0 _ —)\0
k+/ MT2/3(2)dz < =222~ max MT%/3(z) < ==, (30)
[-R,R] 4 |z|>R 4

Next, let a > R+1,b > R+ 1, 0 < 7 < 1 be given, and (¢ = 0,u) be a solution of
P;(a,b). Thanks to the Harnack inequality, there exists C' > 0 (independent of a and b), such
that HUHL“([—R,R]Q) < Cu(0,0), and then

_)\0
4 )

b
max 7'/ k(z, 2 )u(z,2")dz + (1 — 7)u | < C (2RET + ) u(0,0) +
(I,Z)E[—R,R]Q —b

where we have used Lemma 3.4 and (30). As a result, u satisfies

0
—E(u) —r(z)u> <C’ (2RE™ +7) u(0,0) + )\T”) u in (=R, R)?%

and u > 0 on d ((—R, R)?). Hence, if
-9 /4

()
w00 S Famr ) T
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u becomes a super-solution for (28) — thanks to (29). We conclude as in the proof of Lemma 3.5:
defining g := max {a >0: aYr <win [-R, R]Q} > (0 and using the strong maximum principle
we see that apTr = u on [—R, R]?, which contradicts u > 0. It follows that u(0,0) > &*. The
lemma is proved. O

3.5 On some related local problems

First, we show the well-posedness of the local problem Py(a,b).

Lemma 3.7 (Well-posedness for 7 = 0) There exists v > 0 such that, if a, b are large enough
and € € (0,£*), there exists a unique (c,u) € R x W2°°(Q) solution of Py(a,b), namely

—E(u)(z,2) — cug(z,2) = (r(2) — yu(z, 2)) u(z, 2) in Q
Po(a, b) 6/3
u(w,2) = 1ipe oy ()07 (2) on 0Q),

such that u(0,0) = e. Moreover, by the above a priori estimates, 0 < ¢ < ¢* and 0 <u < M.

Proof. In order to apply a sliding method, we slightly modify the Dirichlet boundary conditions
and consider, for small > 0,

—EWM)(x, z) — cvl(z,2) = (r(z) —yv"(x,2)) v"(x, 2) in Q
Py (a,b) e z) = Ll on 90
) - b ’

—2a
b §/3.m, N /3 5/3 . .
where I',"" " (2) :==T',/7(2) + nI's5” (2). Note that for any nonnegative 7, 0 and a positive constant

M large enough are respectively a sub- and a super-solution of Fj. Thus the existence of a

positive solution of Py’ can be obtained using a classical monotone iterative scheme. We shall now

select v > 0 so that (z,z) — I‘g/g’n(z) become a super-solution for Py'(a,b). Using (15), (16),

)\2/3 > A§é3 and Fg/g’" > Fi/g we see that

5
— (B 1) Ay - (T(z) - VFi/B’") I/ > (X;C3 +327+ 7F§/3) ry/®n(31)

§/3
which is clearly nonnegative for |z| > Z := 4/ %. Now, as soon as b > z + 1, it follows from

the Harnack inequality that there is C' > 0 such that Fg/g(z) > %Fi/g(()) = % for all |z] < Z.
Hence if we select v := —C)\gég > 0, the right-hand side member of (31) becomes nonnegative for

z| < z,and (z,2) — "(z) 1s a super-solution for a,b). Next, we show that, any solution
<z and r2/3m(z) lution for P (a,b). Next, we show that luti
of Pl(a,b) satisfies

0<v(z,2) < Fg/g’n(z), V(z, z) € Q. (32)
Indeed, for v a non negative solution of Fj(a,b), the following quantity is well defined
ap = sup{a > 0: ¥(z,2) € Q, av'(z,2) < T}/ >"(2)} € (0,1],

Fi/g’»ﬁ

since > 0 in Q. Let us assume by contradiction that ag < 1. In view of the boundary

conditions for v", this implies that a point (2o, z9) where agv”(zg, z9) = Fi/g’ "(29) cannot be on

0Q. Hence w := Fi/g’ " — g has a zero minimum at (zg, z0) € Q and
0> (=€(w) — cwy)(20, 20) > yao(v")? (w0, 20) (1 — @) >0,

which is absurd. Hence ap = 1, and 0 < v"7 < Fg/3’" in Q. Then (32) follows by applying the
strong maximum principle.

11



By the classical sliding method [10], v" is strictly decreasing in the 2 variable. For the con-
venience of the reader, let us give a sketch of proof of this fact. For h > 0, define v} (z, z) =
v"(z + h, z). Since v], = 0 < v" thanks to (32), one can define

h* :=inf{h > 0: V7 € [h,2a],v] <v"}.

Assume h* > 0. Then there are sequences h,, A h*, (z,,2,) with ”Zn (Tny 2n) > V(Tp, 2n)-
After extraction and using that the infimum h* is achieved, we have a point (Zs, 2o0) such that
U (@oos Zoo) = V1(Too, 200), 1.€. a point of zero maximum for v;). — v". Because of the boundary
conditions the point (z, 200 ) cannot lie on the upper or the lower boundary of (—a, a—h*)x (=b,b).
In view of (32), it is neither allowed to lie on the left or right boundary of (—a, a—h*)x(—b,b). Since
v and v, are both solutions of —€(v)—cv, = (r(z) —yv) v in (—a,a—h*) x (—b,b), the maximum
principle then yields v}, = 0", i.e. v"(z,z) = v"(x + h*, z). Hence v"(z,z) = v"(x + nh*,z) for
all n > 0. Letting n — oo yields v" = 0, which is a contradiction. It follows that h* = 0 and v" is
non increasing in the x variable.

Now, we construct a solution to Py(a,b) as a limit, as n — 0, of solutions to FPj(a,b). The
interior elliptic estimates imply that, for all 1 < p < oo, the sequence (v") is bounded in W2P(Q).
From Sobolev embedding theorem, one can extract a subsequence (v") converging to some wu,
strongly in C1#(Q) and weakly in W2P(Q). Moreover, u is a solution of Py(a,b). As a limit
of decreasing functions, u is decreasing in the x variable. By differentiating the equation and
applying the maximum principle, one then obtains the strict decreasing of u w.r.t. x.

It is then standard that, if (¢1,u1) and (co,us) are two solutions of Py(a,b) with ¢; > ca,
then u; < we. Indeed, us is a super-solution of the equation for (c¢1,u1). Hence there exists a
solution for this equation which is below us. By uniqueness this solution is u;. Hence u; < o
and, by the strong maximum principle, u; < us. As seen in Lemma 3.5, Lemma 3.6, the solution
of Py(a,b) with speed ¢ = 0, ¢ > ¢* satisfy u(0,0) > &* > ¢, u(0,0) < e respectively, if a, b are
large enough. Then, there is a unique ¢, which belongs to (0, ¢*], such that the solution (¢, u) of
Py(a,b) is e-normalized. The lemma is proved. O

In order to apply a Leray-Schauder degree argument in the next subsection, we also need to
consider the family 0 < o <1 of local problems

3 —E(u)(z, 2) — cug(w,2) = (r(2) = (1 = 0)R — oyu(w, 2)) u(z, z) inQ
P,(a,b) 53 (33)
u(z,2) = Lp— oy ()07 (2) on 0Q),

where R := max.er (r(z) + §27).

Lemma 3.8 (On local problems P, (a,b)) (i) There exists M > 0 such that, for all a > 0,
b>0,0<o0 <1, any solution (¢,u) of Py(a,b) satisfies 0 < u < M.

(ii) Let b > 0 and € € (0,1) be arbitrary. Then there exists ag = ag(e,b) > 0 such that, for all
a > ag, all 0 <o <1, any solution (c,u) of Py(a,b) with ¢ > c¢* satisfies u(0,0) < e.

(iii) There exists eg > 0, ap > 0 such that, for any a > ao, there evists a speed —¢ = —¢(a) <0
such that for allb > 1, all 0 < o < 1, any solution (c,u) of Py(a,b) with ¢ < —¢ satisfies
1(0,0) > eq.

(iv) If a, b are large enough and € € (0,g0), then there exists a unique (c,u) € R x W2>(Q)
solution of

3 —E(u)(z, 2) — cug(w, 2) = (r(2) — R)u(z, 2) in Q
Py(a,b) 5/ (34)
u(z,2) = 1o oy ()07 (2) on 0Q),

with w(0,0) = e. Moreover, by the above a priori estimates, —¢ < ¢ < ¢* and 0 <u < M.

12



Proof. Ttem (i) follows from —&(u) — cu, < (R — yu)u, (18) and the maximum principle.

Define
r — By b r — By
U(Ly):u(\/ﬁ’ BQ+1Z/>7 Qli{(xvy)5|y|<\/B2+1, \/BQ+1‘ a}.

Then v is a subsolution of (26) and, to prove (ii), we can reproduce the proof of Lemma 3.5.
Let us prove (iii). Observe that v solves

—Upg — VUyy — €V B2 + 1, = (T( B2+1y)—(1—0)R — O”}/’U) v in Qq, (35)

that v(z,y) = 0 for (z,y) € dQ, such that Z=2L £ —g, and that v(z,y) 5/3 (VB%+1y) for

- VB2+1

(x,y) € Q1 such that H = —a. It follows from (16) and the Harnack 1nequahty that there
exists C' > 0 such that

3y > cerd®o)y=c, forallb>1, all |2 <1. (36)
Define, for a > 0,

/122 B
iy = =G (e (VT ) 0 (VB 1),
max(_y,1] [} 2av/B? +1

in Qg = {( Dyl < \/BTH’ zBZBf ‘ < a} Qlﬂ{|y| < \/W}' Since Y9, mrr <0<

in @2, we can define
Qg = min {O& € |:072a’\/ B? + 1:| : V(Z',y) € QQ} ’l/}a(.fC,y) < U(Z',y)} .

Assume by contradiction that ag > 0. Observe that ¥, (z,y) < 0 = v(z,y) for (z,y) € 0Q2

such that \Z;Lfl =a and |y| < \/3127+1’ that e, (2, y) = 0 < v(x,y) for (z,y) € dQ2 such that

ly| = \/B+7+ and —a < jﬂ < a, and that — by (36)— q, (z,y) < Fi/g (VB*+1y) = v(z,y)

for (z,y) € 0Q2 such that \;% = —a. Therefore the only two points on Q2 where v —1),, may
B 1 .
attain its zero minimum value are ( Blé+1 + EEE + BQ+1)' But since g > 0 we see that, for

€ > 0 small enough, ¥,,— < 0 < v in a neighborhood of these two points of the boundary 9Q)s.
Hence, by the definition of «yg, there must be a point (xg,yo) € Q2 where v — 1, attains its zero
minimum value, so that 0 > —A, , (v — 1a,) (X0, Yo) — VB2 + 19, (v — 1a,) (%0, yo). Using (35),
(15) and straightforward computations, we arrive at

c C
> —(1— B 0 2
0 > v(zo,y) (—(1—0)R = A} — oyv(zo,40)) — 5 maXFOF ( B2+ 1y0)
> v(xo,y0) (f’R—)\Of’y ) c_¢ FO( B2+1y0).
- ’ ! 2a max 'Y

Since v(xo, Yo) = Ya, (To, Yo) < ﬁﬂf (VB2 + 1yo) and since ~R— A} < —max_1 17— A} <0
we end up with

ozﬁr( B2 11 )(—R A0 - vM—%).

Hence, for large negative speed, namely
c<—¢=—e(a) :=2a(-R -\ —yM) <0,

we get a contradiction, so that ag = 0. It follows that

C 1 B C
= > — L _
w(0,0) = v(0,0) = ¢0(0,0) max(_ 1) ') (2 2a (B? 4+ 1)) ~ 3maxp_y I =0
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for a > ag, with ag > 0 sufficiently large and independent on b > 1 and 0 < ¢ < 1. This concludes
the proof of (7ii).

To prove (iv), observe that, since — R < PR Fg/g’"(z) = Fg/3(z)+nl"gé3(z) is a supersolution
for (35). Hence we can reproduce the proof of Lemma 3.7. Notice in particular that if (¢1,u) and
(c2,u2) are two solutions of Po(a, b) with ¢; > ¢, then u; < us. O

3.6 Construction of a solution in the box

Equipped with a priori estimates of Subsection 3.4 and 3.3, we are now in the position to construct
a solution to P(a, b, ), with £ € (0, min(e*,20)). We shall use a Leray-Schauder topological degree
argument (see e.g. [9] or [8] for related arguments).

Proposition 3.9 (The solution in a box) Let ¢ € (0, min(e*,£g)) be arbitrary. There exist
K > 0 and by > 0 such that for any b > by the following holds. There exists ag = ag(b,e) such
that, for all a > ag, the problem P(a,b,€) has a solution (c,u) such that

[ulle2) < K, 0<c<c (37)

Proof. For a nonnegative function v defined on @) and satisfying the Dirichlet boundary conditions
as requested in P(a, b, ¢), consider the family 0 < 7 <1 of linear problems

—E(U) (2, 2) — cUp(, 2)
b
(P‘r) = <T(Z) _T/ k(Z;ZI)'U(:EaZI) dzl_’)/(l _T)U($’2)> ’U('T’Z) n Q (38)

¢ —b
U(z,2) = 1ppe_ay (@)1 (2) on 0Q.

Let us define IC; the solution operator of the above system. More precisely K, is the mapping of
the Banach space X := R x C1%(Q) — equipped with the norm ||(c, v)||x := max (|¢], [[v]| g1 )—
onto itself defined by

K;:(e,v) = (e —v(0,0) + ¢, U7 := the solution of (P])).

Constructing a solution of P(a, b, ¢) is equivalent to showing that the kernel of Id — Ky is nontrivial.
The operator K, is compact and depends continuously on the parameter 0 < 7 < 1. Thus the
Leray-Schauder topological argument can be applied. Define the open set

S:={(c,v): 0<e<c+1, |v]cra <M+1} C X,

where M > 0 is as in Lemma 3.3. It follows from the a priori estimates Lemma 3.3, Lemma 3.5
and Lemma 3.6, that there exist ag = ag(b,e) > 0 such that, for any a > ap, 0 < 7 < 1 the
operator Id — K, cannot vanish on the boundary 95. By the homotopy invariance of the degree
we thus have deg(Id — K4, 5,0) = deg(Id — Ko, S,0). Additionally, thanks to Lemma 3.7, any
element of the kernel of Id — Iy belongs to S, so that

deg(Id — Ko, S,0) = deg(Id — Ky, S,0),

where B
S:={(c,v): —e<c< 41, |v]cra < M+1} C X,

with & = ¢(a) > 0 as in Lemma 3.8.
Let us now consider the family 0 < o < 1 of linear problems associated with (33), namely

—EU)(x,2) — cUgx(x,2) = (r(2) — (1 = 0)R — oyv(x, 2)) v(x, 2) in Q@

Uz, z) = 1{I:,a}(ac)1"g/3(z) on 0Q),
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and let K, be the associated solution operator, that is

Ko : (c,v) — (5 —(0,0) + ¢, U7 := the solution of (Pf)) .

The operator K, is compact and depends continuously on the parameter 0 < ¢ < 1. The analysis

of the local problems pg(a, b) in Lemma 3.8 shows that Id — K, cannot vanish on the boundary
of S, so that

deg (Id — Ko, S, o) — deg (Id — Ko, S, 0) .

To complete the proof, let us compute deg (Id — I@O, S , 0) by using two additional homotopies.
First, consider, for 0 <7 <1,

Gr: (c,0) — (5 — (1 —7)v(0,0) —7U2(0,0) + ¢, U? := the solution of (13(;0)) .

If G-(¢,v) = (¢,v) for some (¢,v) € dS, then (c,v) € S solves the local problem P°(a,b) and
is such that ©(0,0) = e. By the a priori estimates of Lemma 3.8, this cannot be. Therefore

Id — G, does not vanish on the boundary 9S. Since Ko = Gy we have deg (Id - I@O,S’,O) =
deg (Id -G, S, 0). Next, we know from Lemma 3.8 (iv) that there is a unique (¢, Ug,) € S which
solves the local problem P°(a,b) and is such that Uy, (0,0) = &. Then, consider, for 0 < 7 < 1,

He o (c,v) = (e =U20,0) + ¢, 7U) + (1 — 7)Usg,) -

If Hr(c,v) = (c,v) for some (c,v) € DS, then the uniqueness in Lemma 3.8 (iv) enforces ¢ = co,
UY = Ue, = v so that (¢,v) € S solves the local problem P°(a,b) and is such that v(0,0) = &,
which cannot be. Therefore Id — H, does not vanish on the boundary 9S. Since H; = G; we have

deg (Id — Ko, S, 0) — deg (Id — 0,8, 0), where

Id = Ho : (c,v) — (UCO(O,O) —E,’U—UCO).

As seen in the proof of Lemma 3.8 (iv), U2(0,0) is strictly decreasing in ¢ so the degree of the
first component of the above operator is —1. Clearly the degree of the second one is 1. Hence
deg(Id — Ko,5,0) = —1 and there is a (c,u) € S solution of P(a,b,e). This concludes the proof of
the proposition. O

4 The front with minimal speed c*

Equipped with the solution (¢, u) of P(a,b,¢), with e € (0, min(e*, £9)), of Proposition 3.9, we now
let @ — +o00. Note that we have the bounds (37) on ¢ and u, and also the Gaussian control of the
tails in Lemma 3.4. This enables to construct — passing to a subsequence a,, — +0o— a speed
0 < ¢ < ¢* and a function u, € CZ (R x [—b,b]) with the same bounds as those of u. Similarly,
we can then consider b — 400, to construct, via a subsequence b,, — 400, a speed 0 < ¢ < ¢* and
a function u € CZ(R?), such that 0 < v < K, and

—E)(x, 2) — cug(z,2) = (r(z) - /R k(z,z’)u(x,z’)dz’) u(z,z) in R2 (39)

u(0,0) =¢ (40)
0 <u(x,z) < MT®/3(2), V(zz)e R (41)
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4.1 The constructed wave has the minimal speed c*

Here, we show that, by reducing the normalization (40) if necessary, the above constructed solution
has speed ¢ = ¢*.

Lemma 4.1 (A priori estimate for the infimum) There exists € > 0 such that any solution
(c,u) of (39), (41) with ¢ > 0 and inf,cr u(z,0) > 0 actually satisfies inf,cg u(x,0) > ¢.

Proof. We can choose R > 0 large enough, such that

A - A2
A <N\, < B2 <o, kT MT2/3(2)dz < 2= (42)
Thanks to the Harnack inequality, there exists C' > 0 such that
w(x, ') < Cu(z,2) forallz € R,|z| < R,|2| <R, (43)

which, combined with (41) and the second part of (42), implies fk(z,z’)iﬁ(z,z’) dz < % +
2kTCRu(x,z) in the strip R x (—R, R). Hence, —&(u) — cuy, > (r(z) — (7/\—“’ + 2k+C’Ru)) u in
R x (=R, R). Changing variables, the function v(z,y) := ( . By .V B?%+ y) then satisfies

—)\0
—Vgy — Uyy — VB2 4 1v, > (r ( B2 + 1y) — (TOO + 2k+CRU)) v, (44)

s R R R
in §:=R x (‘mz—w \/B—Jrl)

Now let > 0 be arbitrarily given. Define, for a > 0,

Va(z,y) == a(l —nz*)TY ( B2 + 19) :

Observe that the Harnack inequality (43) implies 1), < v for a = C~1 ||F ||7 inf,er u(z,0), and
that (41) implies 1,(0,0) = M > v(0,0) for « = M. We can therefore define

ap :=max {a>0: Y(z,y) €S, Ya(z,y) < v(z,y)} € (0,M].
Hence v — 14, attains a zero minimum at a point (zg,y9) — depending on n— which must lie in
11 R R
(_\/_ﬁ’ﬁ) X (— EEE Bz+1) so that

0 Z _Az, ( wozo :L'ano —CV 32 a wozo -TanO)-

Using (44) and straightforward computations, we arrive at
)\O
0> (T’o —2kTCRuv(xo,90) — )\%) v(xo,Y0) — 20 (77 +cv B2+ 177950) I‘% ( B? + 1y0) )

Using the first part of (42), ag < M and |zg| < this yields

\/—7
)0
0 Z (TOO — 2]€+CR’U(SCO,y0)> (SCo,yO — 2M HF || (7]+ cy/ 32 + 1\/ﬁ) .

It follows from the Harnack inequality (43) that v(zo,y0) > & infyer u(,0) > 0, so that

1 (») 20 M||TY, ||oo(77+6\/32—f)>

v(z0,Y0) = 2%k+CR \ 4 inf,eg u(z,0)
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0
Since > 0 can be chosen arbitrarily small, we have v(zg,yo) > Sg—f&%ﬁ and then oy > ¢ :=

—)\0 = .
W > 0. Hence, v(z,y) > (1 — na?)T' (VB? 4 1y) for all (z,y) € S. Since 7 > 0 can

be chosen arbitrarily small, we have v(z,y) > £T'% (VVB? + 1y), and in particular inf,eg u(xz,0) =
inf,er v(x,0) > 5. This proves the lemma. O

As a result, the constructed solution of (39), (40), (41) satisfies inf,cg u(z,0) = 0. Without
loss of generality, we may assume lim inf,_, o u(2z,0) = 0. The following proposition then enforces
¢ = ¢* for the constructed wave. It is also of independent interest since it proves the non existence
of waves for 0 < ¢ < ¢* a stated in Theorem 1.4 (7).

Proposition 4.2 (¢ = ¢* for the constructed wave) Any solution (c,u) of (39), (41) with ¢ >
0 and liminf, o u(xz,0) = 0 actually satisfies ¢ > c*.

Proof. Assume by contradiction that ¢ < ¢*. Choose ¢ < ¢ < ¢*. Since A}, — A0y = —< as
R — o0, we can choose R > 0 such that

*2 ~2

_ 1 _
k+/ MT20/3 < Z%' (45)
[_RvR]C

Let us define the open rectangle

Q=4 (z,y): o] <7 = T <y 2L
V(B2 +1) (2 —¢?) VBZ+1

Thanks to the Harnack inequality, there exists C' > 0 such that for any solution (c,u) of (39), (41)
with 0 < ¢ < ¢*, and for all z;1 € R

r — By /)
max ul|lr + ——=,2" | <Cu(x,0). 46
(z,y,2")EQX[-R,R] ( ! vB?%+1 ( ' ) ( )

Following the change of variables of Lemma 3.5, we see that v(z,y) := u (\;ngifl’ VB2 +1 y)

satisfies

- B
—Ugy — Uyy — VB2 +1v, = {7’( B2+1y)—/k( BQ+1y,z’)u<\jB?+yl,z/> dz’]v
1c*? —¢

{r (VBE T 1y) - (ZTQ + k+20Ru(0,0))} v,

Y

where we have used the second inequality in (45) and (46) with 2; = 0. Next, define the function

o/FEE <\/(B2 1)@ -2) ﬁ> |

w(z,y):zf%( B2+1y)e_ z 5 z+2

We have ¢ = 0 on 99 and, using the first inequality in (45),

e & 1c*? — &
_wzz_wyy_c BQ+1¢1_T< BQ+1y)¢=(Z+)\%)¢§—§T¢a
in Q. B
Since 0 < v < K, we can define ap := max{a > 0: atp < v in Q} > 0 and there is a point
(z0,y0) € Q where w := oy — v attains a zero maximum. In view of the above inequalities, we
have at point (zo, yo),

1 *2 =2
0 < —wWgy — wyy —cVB? + 1w, —r ( B2 + ly) w < {Z% + kJrQC'Ru(O,O)} v(Zo,Yo),
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which in turn implies «(0, 0) > In view of (46), the argument is invariant under translation

= 32k+CR
w.r.t. x variable, so that
C*2 02
f 0 > 0,
inf u(#.0) = 55 cR
which contradicts. O

4.2 Behaviors as © — +00

The following proposition will show that the behaviors when x — +oo of the constructed wave
are as requested by our main Theorem 1.4.

Proposition 4.3 (Behaviors at infinity) Let (c,u) be a solution of (39), (40), (41) with ¢ > 0.
Then the following holds.

(i) There exist R > 0 and r > 0 such that u(x, z) > kI'%(2) for all (x,2) € (—00,0] x [-R, R].
(ii) If e > 0 is as in Lemma 4.1, then both / u(x, z)dz — 0 and max.cg u(z, z) = 0, as x — oo.
R

Proof. Let us prove (i). We start as in the proof of Lemma 4.1: choose R > 0 large enough so
that (42) holds, choose C' > 0 such that both (43) and

(47)

min v(x,y) >
1<x<0, |y|<

2+1
hold, and observe that v(z,y) := u ( szBfl,\/BQ 1y ) satisfies (44) in the strip S := R X

(_J%H’ J%H) Now for 1 > 0, we define

Uy (z,y) ==« l—i— x FO< BQ—|—1) o = min c S
LY =l T )R y). «= C TS BT CRT%]

The definition of o then enforces ¥; < v on S_, where S_ := (—00,0) x (f
can therefore define

R R We
VB VBT

7o := min {77 >0: Y(z,y)€S_, hy(z,y) < U(J:,y)} € [0,1].

Let us assume by contradiction that ny > 0. Function v — 1),,, then attains a zero minimum at a

point (zg, yo); the definition of o and the Harnack inequality (47) prevents xo = 0 so that (xo, yo)
1

has to lie in (f%,()) X <*W’ ﬁ)' We therefore have 0 > —A, (v — Ya, ) (20, Yo) —

eV B2 4 104 (v — ¥4, ) (20, Yo). Using (44), straightforward computations and the first part of (42)
we arrive at

Y
02 (T3 - 2K CRolan,0) ) v(s0s ).

which in turn implies ﬁﬁ < v(zo,y0) = Uyo(xo,y0) < 5 HF H , which contradicts the
definition of a. Hence 79 = 0 and v(z,y) > 2I'% (VB2 + 1y) for all (x,y) € (—o0,0] x

[f\/% J%} This concludes the proof of (7).
Thanks to the Harnack inequality and the control of the tails u(z,z) < M 12/ %(2), in order
to prove (it) it is enough to prove u(x,0) —, as  — oo. Assume by contradiction that there

exists v > 0 and z, — 4oo such that u(z,,0) > v, for all n. Then, the proof of (i) shows

—\o0
that u(x,0) > 1 min (CHFO = 5k+CI§HF° = ) for all x € (—oo,xy), and then for all € R.

Hence inf,cg u(xz,0) > 0 so that Lemma 4.1 implies infyer u(x,0) > e, which contradicts the
normalization (40). This proves (i). O
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5 Faster fronts (¢ > ¢)

—2% and construct a nonnegative function u € C’2 (R?) solution

: : *
In this section we fix ¢ > ¢* = 2 Bl

of —E(u)(a, 2) — cug(z,2) = (r(z) - /Rk(z,z/)u(:c,z/)dz/) u(r,z) in RZ (48)

Using the change of variables v(x,y) := u (%, VB2 +1 y) , we need to construct a nonnegative

v = v(z,y) solution of

Lo(z,y) == —za(z,y) — vyy(x,y) — VB2 + 1o, (x,y) — 7 ( B2 + 1y) v(x,y) =

B z
—v(x, k( B2+1 ,z’)v(m—B + 2,
( y)/R Y YT UBE A1 VB A

)dz' in R?.  (49)

Note also that solving the problem in the box
b

—b

—E&(u)(x, 2)—cuy(z, z) = (r(z) —/ k(z, 2"u(z,2") dz') uw(x,z) in Q= (—a,a)x(=b,b), (50)

is equivalent to solving

b

B
k( B%z+1 ,z’)v(zB + 2z,
b ! YT BTE VB A1

Z/

Lo(ey) = ~vlzy) [

) -B
with Q1 = {(x,y) Dyl < \/Bbzi.u’ 5327-31 < a}.

We first adapt the strategy of [8]: we construct a solution in the box by using sub and super-
solutions and the Schauder fixed point theorem. This will allow to let a — oo but we shall need a
extra argument to let b — oc.

Construction of sub and supersolutions. We use again the supersolution of Lemma 3.5: since
¢ > c*, one can select p < 0 the largest root of u? + ¢/ B2 + 1u + % (32 + 1) = 0. Then the
function

w(z,y) = e T ( B? + 1y) ,

with T'%, the eigenfunction appearing in Definition 1.2, satisfies Lw(z,y) = 0 in R?.
Next, we aim at constructing a kind of subsolution. Precisely we look after a function h such
that (note that the supersolution w appears in the integral term)

b /

B z
Lh(z,y) < —h(z, k( B2 +1 ,z’)w(w—B + 2, )dz’ in {h >0}.
(m.9) < =h{ y)[b Y Y UBT VB { }
(52)

B Z/

Since k < kT and [, e VBT I'% (2')dz' < oo, there is C' > 0 such that

/k( B2+ 1y z’)w<xBy+ B _Z )dz’<C’e“(sz). (53)
R ’ VB2 +1 ' VBr+1 -

Let us choose € > 0 small enough so that —p := (u —€)? + cv/B2 + 1(u —¢) + % (B2+1) <0
and p+ ¢ < 0. For a constant A > 1 to be selected later, let us define

1 1
h(z,y) = <Z€W - 6(“5)””) Fgo ( B2 + 1y) = Zw(z,y) — e(#*e)mrgo ( B2 + ly) 7
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with is nonnegative if and only if > ¢~ !In A. Thanks to the estimate (53), we have

b /

B z
,Ch,+h,/k B2 +1y,7 <B+ " )d’
(@.9) +h(z,y) | ( yz)w T VA1)

< (—p+ Cera=B) h(z,y)
<o, (54)

in {(Jj,y) €EQr: x> iln (5)+ %b} which contains {h > 0} = {(z,y) € Q1: > 'InA}

provided that A is chosen sufficiently large. Notice that A does not depend on a but does depend
on b. We will thus need an extra argument below.

Construction of a propagating wave in the strip Rx[—b, b]. Let b > 0 be arbitrary. Consider
the problem (51) in the box @1 supplemented with the boundary conditions

v(x,y) = ho(z,y) ;== max (0, h(z,y)) for all (x,y) € Q1. (55)
Define the convex set of functions
Rop :={veC(Q1): ho <v<w},
and the compact application @, ; that maps a given v* € C(Q1) to the solution v of

b 1

B z
k( B2 +1 ,z')v*(m—B + 2,
Y Y vVB2+1 'VB2+1

Lo(ey) = ~olay) |

) dZ/ n Ql,
—b

supplemented with (55). Since Lv <0 = Lw in Q1, v = hg < w on dQ1, the maximum principle
implies v < w in Q1. Also, (54) implies Lho + ho [kw < 0 = Lo + v [kv* < Lv+ v [kw
in @ N{h > 0}, and v > 0 implies hg < v on 9 (Q1 N{h > 0}). Hence we have hy < v in
Q1N {h > 0} and thus in @Q;. Hence, ®,; maps R, into itself. By the Schauder fixed point
theorem, @, ; has a fixed point v, , € R, p which solves the problem in the box (51) and satisfies
the boundary conditions (55). Hence we are equipped with u, p solution of (50) with

Uap(7, 2) = ho (\/ B2+ 1z + B - ) on 9Q, (56)

2,
VB2+1 VB2+1

and
B z ,u( B2+1 eriz) _
h B2+1x+ z, >§ua r,2)<e B2 41 Fgoz in Q.
o(V ) Sulen) <TG g
B (57)
We claim (see proof below) that there exists M > 0 such that, for all a > 0, b > 0,
Uap(@,2) < MT®/3(2) < M Hrgg/SH =M, inQ. (58)

Now, for a given b > 0, choose A = A, as in the construction of h above. The family (uqp)q
is uniformly bounded, and is then uniformly bounded in C*%(Q). This allows to let a — oo,
possibly along a subsequence. In this limit, we have w4, — up, which is a solution of (48) in the
strip Sy := R x (—b,b), and satisfies (57), (58) in Sp; in particular (57) yields

1 w—e 1 1 w—e
up(xp,0) > ho ( —In A =1, >0, xp:= —In Ay ).
(@,0) 0(6 ( M b)) ’ b VUBTt1e ( 1% b)

Since the problem in the strip is invariant w.r.t. translation in the x variable, we may assume
up(0,0) > g, > 0. Since g, — 0 as b — 0o, before letting b — oo we need an additional argument
to get a uniform w.r.t. b lower bound for (0, 0).
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Let us now prove (58). For 0 < z < a, it follows from (57) that the mass satisfies m(x) :=

B
ffb Ugp(r,2)dz < C = [ e“VBQHZFgO(z) dz. For —a < z < 0, observe that u,, = hg = 0 on
9((—a,0)x (—b,b)) so that we can follow Lemma 3.2 to obtain that the mass satisfies a Fisher-KPP
inequality. Since m(—a) = 0 and m(0) < C, the maximum principle yields m(z) < max (%, C)
for —a < x < 0 and thus for —a < x < a. This uniform bound for the mass enables to argue
exactly as in subsection 3.3 — recall that ¢ > ¢* has been fixed— to get (58).

Uniform lower bound for u;(0,0). We start as in the proof of Proposition 4.3: choose R > 0
large enough so that (42) holds. For all b > R, observe that vy(z,y) := up (%, VB%+1 y)
satisfies

—)\0
—Ugy — Uyy — ¢V B2 4+ 1v, > (r ( B2 + 1y) — (TOO + 2k+CRU)) v, (59)

in the strip S = R x (— \/BI§—+1’ \/BIE—H) By the Harnack inequality choose C' > 0 such that, for
allb > R,
) 1 €p
min vp(x,y) > Eub(O,O) > ok (60)
—3<z<0, [y|<
2 VBZ+1

Let us now fix b > R. Let us introduce a smooth function ¢ : R — [0, 1], such that ¢ = 0 on

(=00, —4]U[-1,00), and ¢ =1 on [-3,—2]. For 0 < n < %, a > 0, let us define

Yan(@,y) = ado)h (VB2 +1y)  for (a,y) € S,
In view of (58) we have v, < M so that, for any 1 > 0, we can define
ap = ap(n,b) == max {a>0: V(z,y) € S, Yay(z,y) <vp(z,9)} € [0, tmal,

with mar = M/ HF% Hence vy — %q,,, attains a zero minimum at a point (x0,90) —

depending on 7 and b— which must lie in (—4n, —n) x (*ﬁ’ ﬁ) so that

0 Z _Az,y (Ub - 1%0,77) (-ranO) —CV 32 + 16;3 (Ub - wao,n) (:COa yO)
Using (59), the first part of (42) and straightforward computations, we arrive at
—)\0
0> (TOO - 2k+CRUb(-TanO)) vb(w0, Yo) +
ao (126" (n20) + e/ B 16/ (n20) ) T (VB + 1o ) -
Then (60) yields

% MC (7|4 loc +nevB? +1]1¢/[| )
0 > 4 Ub(-r(),y())-

— 2kTCRuy (20, y0) — o

0
Since 7 > 0 can l(?e arbitrarily small, we discover that vy(x0,y0) > 8;\%, which in turn implies
_)\oo
8kTCOR[TY [0
going back to up, we have the desired lower uniform bound w;(0,0) > & (recall that the problem
in the strip is invariant w.r.t. translation in the  variable).

g > €= . Since Y,y (—%, 0) = o there is a point z;, where v,(ap,0) > . Hence,

Conclusion. The family (uy)p is uniformly bounded, and is then uniformly bounded in C%* (RQ),
and we may pass to the limit b — oo, possibly along a subsequence. In this limit, we have up — u,
which is a solution of (48) in R?, and satisfies (57), (58) in R? and «(0,0) > & > 0. Hence, we
have constructed u which satisfies (10), (13) — which in turn implies (12)— and the upper bound
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n (11). Last, the lower bound in (11) follows from Proposition 4.3 (). This concludes the proof
of Theorem 1.4 in the case ¢ > c*. O
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