N

N

Afrodesc Cuaderno de trabajo No. 10: Poblaciones
negras en América Central. Compilacién bibliografica y
seleccion de textos
Carlos Agudelo, Nahayeilli Juarez Huet

» To cite this version:

Carlos Agudelo, Nahayeilli Juarez Huet. Afrodesc Cuaderno de trabajo No. 10: Poblaciones negras
en América Central. Compilacion bibliografica y seleccion de textos. 2011. hal-00709135

HAL Id: hal-00709135
https://hal.science/hal-00709135

Submitted on 18 Jun 2012

HAL is a multi-disciplinary open access L’archive ouverte pluridisciplinaire HAL, est
archive for the deposit and dissemination of sci- destinée au dépot et a la diffusion de documents
entific research documents, whether they are pub- scientifiques de niveau recherche, publiés ou non,
lished or not. The documents may come from émanant des établissements d’enseignement et de
teaching and research institutions in France or recherche francais ou étrangers, des laboratoires
abroad, or from public or private research centers. publics ou privés.


https://hal.science/hal-00709135
https://hal.archives-ouvertes.fr

dAH- IR l.l JAM-LIn mraidod de
Cnrlngnnn Uﬂb-‘ﬂi’ll'l‘b- i—'nul 132
IUFM Créateil-URCIM-URMIS

=AFRODESC

=L www.ird . fr/af

Cuaderno de Trabajo No. 10
Document de Travail MNo. 10

Poblaciones negras en Ameérica Central
Compilacion bibliografica y seleccion de textos

Carlos Agudelo & Nahayeilli Juarez
(coord.)

Mexico, Marzo 2011

AFRODESC
http://www.ird.fr/afrodesc

TR CRE e @R EE @ E



COMPILACION BIBLIOGRAFICA Y SELECCION DE TEXTOS
SOBRE POBLACIONES NEGRAS EN AMERICA CENTRAL

Indice

R R RN o e B AR 2
L 1y P Al S AP e T I 2
COMPILACION BIBLIOGRAFIC A... ..ottt et eeseessesessseses e seeess e 3
AMERICA CENTRAL ..o.oooeitveene o eesscoesevsssss soesssseesss s ses e ssssesss o st sosssns e sesssss sesinsns 3
GARIFUNA/CARIBES NEGROS (Generales) ............cccmmnimsisisissssisssaissssosiesss 6
1 B i T 9
T R s R T 12
EL SALVADOR ..cooooooeoeeeeeeoeee oot ees e s smss e et s een e 17
GUATEMALA .. oot soesssess sovess sesessossses e sesesess sesssssasessas sssesasssessssassessessss 17
BN TR A i3580 A A A A R R 20
B AR AT vt e S e o S G AT ASE s 23
B A R v B e S T B i 27
SELECCION DE TEXTOS REPRODUCIDOS EN EL CUADERNO .......ccoo.......... 30



COMPILACION BIBLIOGRAFICA Y SELECCION DE TEXTOS SOBRE
POBLACIONES NEGRAS EN AMERICA CENTRAL

PRESENTACION

Esta compilacion bibliogrifica sobre poblaciones de origen africano en América
Central. acompafiada de una seleccion de textos hace parte de la serie de documentos de
trabajo del Programa Internacional de Investigacion AFRODESC, “Afrodescendientes y
esclavitud: dominacion, identificacion v herencias en las Américas™. Este programa esti
financiado principalmente por la Agencia nacional de mvestigacion (ANR) francesa v
comprende una docena de instituciones mexicanas, francesas, colombianas y de otros
paises.  Para  mis  mformacion, se  puede  comsultar el sitio
web ird fr/afrodesc/. Las actividades de AFRODESC se llevan a cabo en
colaboracion estrecha con el Programa europeo de investigacion EURESCL « Slave
Trade, Slavery, Abolitions and their Legacies in European Histories and Identities ».

La realizaciomn de este trabajo se enmarca en el desarrollo de las investigaciones de
AFRODESC en la region centroamericana.

CONTENIDO

La relevancia demogrifica de los afrodescendientes centroamericanos ¢s menor, salvo
en los casos de Belice v de Panama. Segun un trabajo estadistico sobre las poblaciones
negras' en América latina los porcentajes son: Belice 36%, Costa Rica 4%, Honduras
9%, Nicaragua 9%, Panama 42%, Guatemala 1% (No hay datos para El Salvador). Sin
embargo, los origenes historicos de poblamiento variados vy con procesos de
diferenciados en cuanto a su  insercion en las sociedades nacionales o sus formas de
afirmacion identitaria hacen de estas poblaciones un tema de investigaciones interesante
v necesario para la comprension de las problematicas relativas a las diversidades de las
sociedades centroamericanas y ¢n referencia los pueblos de origen africano en las
Ameéricas,

Como parte de nuestras investigaciones en curso, esta revision bibliogrifica nos
ha revelado un interesante volumen de estudios historicos v conlemporineos que
queremos compartir con los colegas v estudiantes interesados en el tema. La
compilacion bibliografica no pretende la exhaustividad v responde fundamentalmente a
los hallazgos de referencias que hasta el momento se han encontrado durante el
transcurso de nuestras investigaciones sobre esta region.

La organizacion de la bibliografia del presente documento comienza con los trabajos
que hacen referencias generales sobre Ameérica Central v especificamente a las
poblaciones Garifunas gque constituyen un acervo bibliogrifico relevante. Sin embargo,

! fello, A, Rangel, M. Etmicidad, « Raza » v equidad en América latina v el Caribe, CEPAL, Santiago,
20060, de la BID (Informe « Afrodescendientes en Aménca latina: Cudntos hay? », Enero 2003,
www_thedialogue ongfac/documents) v ¢l « Segundo informe sobre Deésarrollo Humano en Aménca
Central del PNUD, 2003



en este cuaderno se trata de una muestra de los trabajos que consideramos de mavyor
significacion en el estado actual de nuestro conocimiento. Un nueveo cuademo de trabajo
con una bibliografia especifica v detallada sobre los Garifunas estd en curso de
elaboracion.

En segundo lugar presentamos las referencias sobre cada uno de los paises
centroamericanos. Como novedad incluimos algunos estudios historicos sobre la
presencia negra en El Salvador. Normalmente este pais, que es considerado como el
unico de las Américas sin presencia contemporanea de poblaciones negras, no es
incluido en los estudios sobre el tema. Las referencias que incluimos muestran no solo
elementos sobre una presencia historica significativa sino también sobre el proceso de
invisibilizacion de dicha presencia en la historiografia sobre la construccion de la
nacional en El Salvador.

Las referencias estan presentadas en cada seccion por orden alfabético de autores sin
una clasificacion tematica especifica,

En lo que respecta a la seleccion de textos reproducidos en este Cuademo de trabajo el
sentido no es el de ofrecer una antologia de lo que podria considerarse como los trabajos
mis completos o importantes sobre el tema. La compilacion bibliogrifica muestra una
riqueza significativa de estudios que hacen muy dificil una seleccion con dichos
criterios, ademis de que todavia el acceso a los mismos no resulta sencillo. Hemos
querido contribuir con una muestra de textos que abarquen de mamera general las
realidades particulares en torno a las poblaciones negras en los distintos paises
centroamericanos. Incluimos también textos generales en términos de la region
(centroamericana) y uno mas sobre los Garifuna cuya tematica ha despertado un interés
muy particular entre diversos investigadores, Se trata en todos los casos, de trabajos de
autores reconocidos en el medio universitario v ¢uya investigacion los coloca como
especialistas de estas problemdticas. Los criterios de seleccidn de estos textos.
corresponden con la clasificacion que segumimos para las referencias de la compilacion
bibliogrifica complementaria.

Por dltimo hacemos énfasis que ¢l presente cuaderno pretende contribuir a Facilitar ¢l
acceso a estudiantes e imvestigadores a una bibliografia de textos v referencias de
investigacion especializada. inscritas en la temitica central de AFRODESC, provecto
del gue el presente documento hace parte y que seguiri enriqueciéndose,
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Resumen

Fate ardouly examina los discurson ractbis entre los garinagu y los mestizos como
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Abstract
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cubaral difference become deployed vo margmaise Ganinagi within Honduras. 1t s
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I, ANTECEDENTES HISTORICOS
I.1 Epoca Prehispdnica

La riqueza de la fauna y Dora pleistocénicas de Guatemals dtrajo, en épocas
empranas, 4 pequefios grupos ndmadas de cazadores y recolectores procedentes de
México y Norieamérica, Lemtamente esos pobladores, poscedores de tecnologla sin-
ple, evolucionaron hocia formas superivres de organizacion social, debido a combio:
que supusieron ¢l abandono del modo de vida anterior v su gradual sustiticion e
ceonumias basadas en la produccidn de alimenios. La revolucicn agricold proviscd
notubles cambios, principalimente la aparicion de poblaciones sedentarins nucleadss o
tormo 4 aldeas, en ol marco de una expansidn demogridlics resuliado de fn explotcidn
de puevos ambientes v el consiguiente sumemo de recursos alimenticos,

EL vigoroso proceso civilizador mesoamericano, producto de un intenso inies
cambio entre grupos, condu ol formacion de centros poblacionales mayores Huc:
merced @ su papel de focos de inlegricion regional, estuvieron en i capacicud de
concentrar ki nguezn v os excedentes econdmicos socialmente producudos, Asl, entre
los afios 1200 2.C. y 900 A.C., so destrllisron estudos leocriticos, i zados sobrn
la ‘base de wna agricoltura miensivi, ln disponibilidad d= abundante mano de obr, Ji
exlricon fozada de excedonios econdmicos a lay pobluciontes vecings v I ER TR TR S
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de Tzabal- en ¢l contexto de sociedades allamente jerarquizadas, bajo gobierno sucer-
dotal dindstico, caracterizadas por la division social y la explotcidn, sobre todo de la
poblacién rural. Estas sociedades alcanzaron un vanzado grado de desarrollo en las
artes, particularmente: 1y arquitectura, I escultura monumental y la elaboracion de ob-
jetos suntuarios, asi como en el conocimiento (calendano, escritura jeroglitica, mute-
mtica), la religidn y las artesanfas, Sin embargo, hacia fines de este periodo, profun-
dos cambios alteraron las estructuras socioecondmicas, demogrificas y culturales de
Mesoamérica, que originaron ¢l colapso de los estados leocriticos.

Hacia finales del primer milenio de nuestra era, luego de un cadtico lapso de
cambio social caracierizado por ¢l desplazamiento de pueblos belicosos, que hacen del
militarismo el gje de su vida social, surgieron nuevas formas de organizacion social.
Se consolids entonces un nuevo tipo de sociedad estatal: los sefiorios 0 caclcuzgos
gobernados por castas militares o guerreras, que emprenden Ia conguisia de otrms pue-
blos, fomentan la colonizacion de terrilorios, sustentan su economia en actividades
productivas como la agricultura y la pesca, impanen tributos y el rabajo obligntorio y
hacen de la guerra un factor econdmico y de dominio politico. El escaso conocimicnto
de Izabal durante este periodo (9001524 A.C.), impide identificur el tipo de relacioncs
sustentadas entre los pueblos locales y los sefiorios de otrus regiones Mesoamericanas.
Sin embargo, os indudable que, por ejemplo, en los dltimos tres siglos del periodo,
existieron vinculos comerciales -si no politicos y de dominacitn- entre centros pabla-
cionales como Naco y Nito, en la bahia de Amatique, y los seforios de Yucatin y ¢l
altiplano de Guatemala, La economia alcanzd un grado mcipiente de mercantilismo,
proceso truncado por la accidn conquistadora de Espafia.

El proceso evolutivo maya perdié su cardcter aulnomo con ¢l amibo de los
conquistadores espanoles, en las primers décadas del siglo XVIL Desde ese momento,
la poblacién indigena debid soportor la imposicion de modelos socioecondmics y
pautas culturales ajenos a sus intereses y tradiciones. A pesar de su ubicacidn en un
medio social agudamente hostl, ¢l sustrato cultural mayi, sujeto a condiciones de
marginacion, represion, opresion y explolacion, logrd resistir, prolongando con vigor
su presencia hasta la coniemporineidad. L4 costa adquint mueves significados para los
grupos mayas sometidos, como zona de relugio o como pulo de atraccion ccondmica.

1.2 Epoca de dominacidn hispana f

La presencia espafiola en la costa atlintica de Gustenady data del afo 1525, con
Ia Hegada a la region de un contingente de tropas comandadas por Hermdn Cortés,
conquistador de México, La poblacidn no resistic el impudio de exa predencid, Lanto
por las epidemias que ripidamenie la dieamaron, como poe loy métodos crueles de
conguista y sojuzgamiento aplicados por los peninsulares a Las poblaciones nativas. El
encuentro asimétrico de dos culturs provocd el despoblamienio de ls costa, ereando
un vaeio demogrifico entre el Hitoral v el interior del puis

Pasada la violentn eapa de conquista, el poder impenal espafiol yegmegio
tarea de estrocturar ¢l orden de dominpeidn colomal de log ermionos somendos, L
buhfa de Amatique y el lago de lzabal se consutuyeron en usiento de 108 puenios oe
Santo Tomds de Castilla ¢ lzabal, o través de los cuales transitaba un elevado porcen
taje del comercio del Reino de Guuemala. Sin embargo, ol vicio demogrdfico de In
Gosta s ergit on ¢l principal obstaculo parn & CUnStruccion maiemiento de las
vias de comunicacion lerrestre gue unimn ks capital con sus puertos maritimos, L
situacion obligd al Estado g disefar politces de poblunienio de la costa yue frocie
ron, permaneciendo la region deshabitda en su vasi lotlidad hasta el siglo XIX.

Los tres siglos de dominacion espafiols de Guatemals [ueron lestigos de [ enls



El emporio caletalero de los alemanes [orecio graoias o la explotacion forzada del
trabajo de los indigenas kekehis y de la expropiacian de sus Germas comunules pars
extender las plantaciones. El despojo provoed un (ujo migestonio de campesinos kek-
chis, que hufan hacia lo zona noroceidental de lzabal, ubicada entre ¢l Tago v los rios
Sarstin v Polochic, buscando dreas de refugio que Jos resguardary de lis inhumanas
condiciones impuestas por extranjeros en las tieras de sus antepasados, Cabe sefinlar
que los termienientes alemanes crearon ut sisténia de tanspone ferrovirrilero y acud-
teo entre sus (incas v ol pueno maritimo de Livingston, Ademds de wilizarlo para
transportar ¢l preciudo grano, lo aprovecharon para Gwilir el saqueo de los bosgues
tropicales de lo costy, ricos en maderss preciosas.

A fnales del siglo pasado, ef estado Hberal emprendid o construccion de la
infroestrociurg vial y poriuaria necesaria para el desenvolvimienio de 1o cafivalra,
Meidiane la recandacion semiforzada de fondos en Jos sectores asalaciados del pads,
construyd practicamente ta totlidad del ferrocarmil que comunica Puerto Barrios (cabe-
cern departamental de lzabal a partic de 1920) v la capital, asi como el muelle de
Pucrio Barrios, Las obras cafewleras estimularon un importante oo migratorio de
campesinos ladinos procedentes del aluplano oriental, portadores de una cultura de
ascendencia espaioln Forjada entre los siglos XVI1y XVIIL Las perspectivis de trabajo
remunerado en las obas del gobiemo y, la posibilidad de colonizar las feriees ticrras
del valle del rio Motagua, sirvicron de estimulo pan poblar 1a zona. Ouo detalle:
desde 1o década de 1870, el cultivo del banano s¢ constituyd en un poderoso aliciente
par esos campesinos pauperizados, por la demanda de frutas ropicales en los Estidos
Unidos. De esa mancra s¢ formd en ese valle Nuvial un imponante ndcleo de agricul-
tores ladinos independienies, que  vendia su producto a los "poguileros” noreamenca-
nos, precursores decimondnicos de los rasnacionales bananers del siglo XX,

1. MOVILIZACIONES SOCIALES (1900-1958)
20 Reivindicactones Laboraley

Las movilizaciones soctpdes en ba costy mthintien de Guademaki aparecicron en
cscena a partir de 1900, camao reaceiin de diversos agenies sociales ante el avillafador
desarollo capitalista de la region. Asi, el enclave hananero de L United Fruit Coim-
pany (UFCO), monopolizador del cultivo de ese frow en el valle del rio Motagug: su
transporte en los ferrocarriles desnacionalizados on 1904, (propedad de una subsidia-
rid, 1o Towermational Railroads of Centrl Amenca (IRCA)Y); y el embargue on o8 ¢om-
plejos portuarios, twmbién propiedad de fa UFCO, propicio en contra de so voluntad
Jas condiciones pary el surgimienio de organizaciones laborales. Estas organizciones
planteaban reivindicaciones mles como aumentos salariales, reduecnom de [a jornada
labaral a ocho horas, negociacion de pucios colectivos v el cose o la discriminacian de
los tmbajudores nepros. Durame e decads de 1920, estallron s sene de hoelgas
conflictos debido a las condiciones de exploteion gque imponia ln cmpresa u sus abi-
fadores, La reludva apertara polities gue vivid Guatenida, luege de 1 insETECCHim
populisr que desrocd @l gobiemo divintoral de M. Estrada Ciibrerd (1ROR-T020), |n
larmaciin de las primems ongantzaciones sindicales del pais v 1o ifloeocd de s
revaluciones mexicany v rusa, sirvieron de estimulo pard ¢l destrrollo de esas primerns
movilizaciones socinles en (o Cost

Lus movilizaciones de wrabaadores del enciave bananero volyieron o WNES Juge
duramie ¢l periodo revolucionano, esia ver con el apoye sedativo en ocasiones- de o
gobtnernos de Juom bose Arcyalo {1945 79500 v Taoobo Arhene [TN50=-1953 0 Al ampard
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del derecho genérico de usociacitn, s¢ organizaran legalmente los sindicatos SETUE-
CO (Sindicato de Empresa de Trabajadores de United Fruit Company) y SAMF (Sin-
dicain de Mejoramiento y Accion Ferrocarriletal, gue présentaban pliegos de peticio-
nes, eleciuaban paros y huelgas y partcipaban en politica o tavés de ks organizacio-
nes nacionales de trabajadores.

A partr del afo 1954, tras ¢l derrocamiento del gobiemo revolucionano de J.
Arbenz, decrecit ostensiblemente el nimero de movilizaciones de trahagdores del mo-
nopolio bananero, como consecuencia de la postura de oposicidan al libre sindicalismo
adoptada por los gobienos contrarmevolucionarios. Entre 1957 v 1967 se registran dini-
camente dos huelgas relevantes, en ambos casos surgidas de SAMFE. Sin embargo, en
la década de 1980 aforan nuevamente los contlicios laboales, dundo lugar o fueries
movilizaciones sociales talts como las huelgas de 1986 on varias plantaciones banane-
ras, en prowesta por el despido de 27 imbajadores de la Finca Arizona. Los empleados
estatales tmbién organizan movimientos rewvindicativos, como lo demuestes la huelga
que moviliza a 2.600 wabajadores do 1o Empresa Portugrid de Samto Tomds de Castilla,
en 1987,

2,2 Reivindicaciones de fierras

El sistema de wnencia de tierras constituye quizas by principal causa de fas movi-
lzaciones sociales que sacuden la costa atldntica guatemalieca en esie siglo. Los con-
Thietos agrarios giran en o o la problemdtica que planiea ¢l acaparamiento de ticrras
en extensos latifundios, y las contradicciones que suscitn las terras de propiedad
estatal, objeto de dispula entre autoridades, rabajadores agricolas v capitalistas,

El sistema de Latifundio de Lo costa se formd hacia Hioales del siglo XIX cuando,
graviss ol construceion del ferrocnrril, las terms del valle bajo del rio Motagun
fueron incorporadas b I agricultura. Bl goblerno entréguista de M, Estrada Cabrera, a
la vez que cedid a la UFCO 1o lnen Rérred y el muelle de Puerto Barrios, permitio o
C5 CIPresy noTleamencan: (omar posesidn e enormes extensiones de 1emitoro splo
pari el cultivo de banano, en las mdrgenes del rio, En 1924 1y empresa formalisg su
posesion sobre esas terms, consolidando ¢ mayor latifundio de Gumemala. La reac-
cudn no se hiza esperar. Las corpormcnnes municipales de Morades v Los Amates
denunciron, en 1927, la anulacion de sus derechos de propiedad v el desalojo de que
lueron victima s pegueiios y mediunos ageiculiones de ln 2o

Las agudas contadiceiones genersdas por ¢l sistema de latifundio, coyo eje es el
coclave bunanero, cobraron relleve durante fa década revolucionaria, Ls reforma agmna
inpulsicda por el gobiemo de J. Arbene, ¢n 1952, cstimuld s fomacion de comités
agrans ¥ organisciones compesings confirmadas por campesines y rmbafadores aerico-
lis. Dichas organizaciones y comilds, que involucraban masivimente a la polblacicn, par-
vealrmente Ta do los dreas numles, constiyveron ln expresion legal de wnn mivilizacion
social s precedentes en lu cost stidntica guatemalieed. Su compromigo con los wreas
e reforma agrort foe wal ¢ ineluso desbondd os mireos de 1o ey, Tal Dwe el cgsn do
lis omas de uerras, Fecwenies on ageel momento, Lo mogmited deesa movilizacidn
et ngmang, apoyada por us: gobiemo progresiso, saln 5 2 visa: 14 Tmeas v 82,767
hectireas expropiidas en babal en escasor 18 meses de reforma uemnin.

El gobiemo contrarrevalucionario Je €. Castillo Armas (195319577 pradizd To
aovilizscivon de lus masas agranus medinnte b dsolucion de las organizaciones cam-
pesinae y coimités agrarios, of desalop O elpesinion v imbdjadores agrcolas-de by
terry expropiadas, 1o devolucsdn de sius 4 sus antigooy propictrios, v & aplicacitn
de politicas represivas purn acallar of clamdr de Tos agentes sociales subsliermios

N [IU.I"I].I' U e enbonces, lne mivilezaciones sosinles e reivindacn ¢l dereche i
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la tierma constiluyen movimientos aistados, cuya principal caracteristica reside en su
espontaneidad. Estus acciones proviencn de grupos de lamilias que, urgidas de tierra
para sobrevivir, deciden ocupar algin lerreno como medida de presion sobre las aulo-
ridades. Su objetivo reside en forzar a éstas a omar concienciu del problema y coad-
yuvar ¢n la bisqueda de soluciones, A continuacidn, alguna comision oficial se pre-
senta al lugar de los hechos, negocia la salida de los wabajadores y ofrece estudiar el
caso, que pronto muere, olvidado en los wrchivos de alguna dependencia estaal. E
asunto queda reducido a meras promesas. La toma de terras ocurrida en 1986 en la
poblacion de Fronteras, municipio de Livingston, ilustra a cabalidad i situacion.

La falta de organicidad de las movilizciones por tiemas responde & una compli-
cada gama de hechos registrados en Ta historia eociente de la costa mtintica de Guate-
mali La violenta campaiia de contrainsurgencia desatada por ¢l estado en la década de
1960, en contra de los grupos guerrilleros establecidos en Teabal y Zacapa, logrd su
propGsito de paralizar por ¢l teror y desarticular cualquier brote de descontento popu-
lar. Asimismo, la modemizacidn del encluve bananero dificulta la articulacion de mo-
vilizaciones sociales amplias én su contrs, al mimetizar su presencia @ raviés de una
compleja red de empresas supuestamenie nacionales gue disimulan su cardcler de mo-
nopolio wrrateniente.

A pesar de los mecanismos modemizantes puestos en marcha para perpeiwyr el
sistema actual de enencia de termas en lzahal, la problemitica tende o agudizarse, Esto
permite suponer que la movilizacion de los trabajudores del campo, en confliclo con
relacioncs socinles opucstas a sus intereses, aumenten de ritmo ¢n un futuro cercano,

2.3 (hras Reivindicaciones

En ufos recientes, diversos aspectos de la problomdtica regional han sido la cau-
sa de movilizaciones socinles en la costa. Destaca ln movilizacion de sutoridades mu-
nicipales de Puerto Barrios, respalidida por algunos sectores de la poblacion, con fines
de proteccion ambiental del cerro de San Gil, cuyos bosgues estin siendo depredados
por w empresa maderera, con ta consiguiente amenazn de agotamionto de s fuemtes
de agun dulce que surten a la poblacion. Otrs causas que motivan la participactan de
I poblacidn en movilizaciones reivindicativas son: nbusos de lis autoridades y con-
fhictios estudntiles. ’

Sin embarga, las movilicciones sovides de los grupos énices que luchan por
sus derechios, ocupan un luear destcado por las profundas reperdusioney que tenen en
un pais multiéinico como Guatemals. Por su relevancis, se ofrece o continuacidn un
panorima de la movilizacion social contemporinea del prupo pfrocaribedio sarifung.

3, REIVINDICACIONES DE CARACTER ETNICO: EL CASO
sARIFUNA

A Uincacion Territorial

Actuslmeore los gurifunos habiwn uerg parte dob biboral Carrie Contreeimer i
instalados orginalmentc en los Islas de ln Babla, oo Hondurds, se expandieron porg
tadke ko costa continental hasw Ddmprigi, co Belice, Addeinds caisie uisa pequena probla-
cion garilung en Laguna de Perlus, en Orinoo, pequeio poblade de b costa allintics
VAT TR TR

En la sociedad parifuna so prodoce & menido un lendoneno comoeido com i
gracidn recuminle, considle en las mugdeachenes quit buen pldnerts de gariangs tealicipn

40



a los Estudos Unidos de Norcamérica y, especificamente, a Nucva York, en harring
como el Bronks, Brooklin y Harlem. Esas migraciones que se vienen realizando desde
hace dos décadas y con mayor frecuencia en los Gltimos anios.

La poblacion garifuny en Guatemala s¢ encuentra ubicada en Puerto Viejo de
Livingston y en Puerto Barrios, ambas en el departamento de Lzabal ¥ o5t dltima
cabecers del mismo. Desafortunadamente no se cuenta con censos que reflejen la den-
sidad poblacional de este grupo.

La poblacion de esas dos comunidades no vive al margen de log gurifunas de
Belice y Hondurns. Cuentan con luzos de PRICALESCO, eoomdmicos ¥ culturales qui van
mis alli de las fronteras de los estados nacionales.

Tomuando en cuenta la realidad sociocultural del resto de Lo franja costern con-
trodenericana y de las islas del Caribe, podemos decir que los garifunas cuentan con
una serie de clementos en comdn gue los ayuda a uniformarse v a jdentificarse (HisLi-
rica y culturalmente) con el resto de la regidn mas que con su propio pais. No por ello
carecen de un senlido de nuloconciencin nacional, manificsto entre los garifunns de
Guatemala,

Las comunidades garifunas centroamericanas se encuentran ubicadas, I ma yiria
de las veces, al costado de un /o "crigue” o bien en las puntas costeras qui subresalen

en distintas partes de la costa: La Ceiby, Trujillo, Puerto Barrios, Livingston, Barranco,

Punta Gorda, Dangriga.

Los garifunas conviven hisicamente con la etnin kekehi, de descendencia mayy,
y los ladinos, grupos culturales de descendencia hispanica. Estos dos grupos, ol igual
que los garifunas, cuentan con lazos de distinia fdole en los paises vecinos. Los kek-
chis y los ladinos Hamados en Belice "spanish”, habitan buena parie del sur de Belice
hasta Ia altura de Belmopan, San lgnacio Bl Cayo y Ciudad Belice, Se manticnen
relaciones familiares, econdmicas, culturales, recreativas v de identidad que los ubica
en un-espacio de convivencia que conforma una misma regiin binaciamal, Los Idinps
también esuin presentes en b costa hondurefia y compatien con los garllunas v otos
#rupos gue se extienden por Ly costa, un miseo territono de residencia,

Los culies (inddes) v chinos, jumo con descendientes de eurapens, lmihién se
cncuentran en el escenano poblacional de maners minoritaria,

1.2 Los garifunas en el contexto nacional

Al iguad que muchos grupos émicos de Américn Lating ( AR PO, Buayities, -
kitos, entre olros) su espacio dnica se encuentra fraccionado en aaciones distintas,

Giuatemals ¢s un pais conoeido por su ocupacion mayense, o que | comeler
fustu La actualidad en oposicidn a la segunda gran mayorda, tos ladinos, grups culiurgl
de descendenciu hispinics, en algunos casos con un fbere mestizage indigenn, Los
Earifunas Son wi N especio 4 esay dos grop, sitiacudn similar o b gue se s
en Nicarmeun

humerses dentro deoon mandd de reliciones ineréinieas, con s hokehin L
fquedios micleos de mavi-mopun en Belice, nsi como con 1og Lidings, v cada uno de
¢llos sufriendo problemas similares aungue con cierts especiicidud que ex propis par
cian grupo, Pero o imponanie o8 destacar su capacidad de respucst dnte esw redi-
dad, lo que se manificsta con su fuere apego & sus wadicionss y a Iy prrestrvacion
A Waoma v costumbires, Es por ello que han surgido las orpanizaciones o bulsguils
e ung respuesta coherenie 4 sas nevesidades.

Anleriormienie s dije gl los purilindgs son nogros cscluvaos ormdos de Afres
amo producio de s estadiz en by slus menores del Caribe, Se ngrogan, 2 su pgdentidog
Cllouedd, ehementas de ongen arawik: en doaue destican s duds, su dioma. ol warifu
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na, el cultivo de la yuca, la ¢laboracion del Cusabe "EREBA" y olros aspectos mas de
corte amerindio, sin olvidar que poscen manifiestos clementos de corte africano, los
cuales camcterizan de manera determinante al grupo. Tal es el caso del culto a los
ancestros, expresion africana por excelencia,

Son infinidad de aspectos los que han caracterizado su modo de vida, en funcidn
de las diversas ocupuciones desempediadas, entre los que cabe sefalur contrabandistas,
soldados defensores (inicintmente de los intereses de la coruna y luego de la repiblica,
en ¢l litoral atlaniico), cortadores de maders, rabajudores de las compariias bananeras;
asi como muno de obra barata y determinante en la construccidn de muelles y lineas
frreas. Debido a la migracion recurrente 3 Jos Estados Unidos de Noneamérica, las
poblaciones de Livingston y Puerto Barrios alimentan ¥ planilican su economin con
los giros de dolares mandados por los familiares en el extranjero,

Existe infinidad de casos en donde sparcee una clara division de sexos, En muy-
chas de las actividades (toma de decisiones, ubicacion de la residencia, én educacidn
de los hijos), es ln mujer la que juega un papel importante, algo caracteristico entre los
canbes y arawukos, En la elnig garifuna muchas de sus iradicionales actividades han
o perdiendo vigencia, aunque adn perduran dos de las mads IMPOrinies: pesca y
agriculiura,

La pesca los mantiene en contacio con ¢l mir, elemento que contribuye a formar
su vision del mundo. En esta actividad se ponen de mumifiesto Wenicas de navegacidn,
conocimicnto sobre Jos astros y las estrellus, rutas de navegacidn, tWenicas pesqueras y
de prepuracion de alimentos,

La agricultura, al igual que la pesca, ha Jugado un papel vital en su subsistenciy
desde tiempo atrds, Es en el tmbajo de 1a tierra donde logran la yuea, ol arroz, ¢l mafz,
Ia pifia, entre owos productos, para su subsistencia,

1.3 Organizaciin social parifuna

Los gurifunas, al igual que wxdo grupo humano, organrzun sy vida bajo ciertas
pauis de su visidn del mundo v bajo ciertus lormas v métodos. La (amilia, asociacio-
nes relorentes §l culto de los espirits "Chugu™ (es precisamenie alrededor de esia
luncion donde se centra su molor como gnupo cmicn), las hermandades, los clubes,
asociaciones juveniles, lo masoneriy U cud es Frecuente y prabablemenie reférida o
suciedades scorems) v (inalmente arpanizacidocs eocargadas del e joramicnto del ni-
vel de vida del grupo éuico, Esus QrEtiziciones cuentan con un wto nivel autoges-
Hanario digno de sleneidn. Es precisamente en e5tas organizaciones donde se centrar
fuestr atencion. Al respecto habria que agregar que 1oias Las manilesiaciones de -
clacion, de organizacion, ya sean teadicionales o no tradicionales, se encucntmn Gilga-
das de un prolundo sentido de inicicicn espiriual, asi como fuertemente arraigadas o
Su historia, 3 su vision del mundo, 3 su e,

3.3 Las fwrmgndade s

S0 dgrupaciones sociales rehigrosas fundadias por los garifuogs TR TTL I )
COmO- Bojenve. primoddial vinesar 8 sanio patrono al cuol se cecueniran dedicadss.
Esus actividades. ) igual que otms de indale tradicionul, winstimyen o smstema de
fiesias cn donde se pone de relieve gian e de su beer culiural, U wntathio ms
detenido sobre Las liests permitisd fovedosos et di reseate cultoant

Las hermandodes cuentan con ng fueie clegy peligoma, adbins e memiere
estrechis relaciones con fa lplesi Catdlicn, | o by de win besmendad se o
T & & e Chermanos”. exeend ot oo o sl sl de liilridiid. La
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caracteristica mids sobresaliente de esta organizacion es la ayuda mutua, especialmente
en caso de muerte de algunos de sus miembros, o bien por enfermedad, necesidad
ccondmica, elc. Para tal efecio 1o asociacion cuenta con fondus, Jos cuales se olitienen
por apories periddicos de los miembros 0 por rifas organizadas para este fin. En cl

caso de una celebracidn especifica se suele solicitar ayuda ccandmica a particulares o
bien organizar una velada cultural con ¢l objeto de obtener fondos.

Si bien es cieno que a ks hermandades pueden scercarse individuos de otros
Brupos ¢nicos, ¢s mro encontrar la participacion de éstos en ellas. Por otro ludo, es
regla comin que cada hermandad celebre su Tiesta al santo al que se encuentra dedica-
da. Las hermiandades en esta region de Guatemala son diferentes & otras exisientes cn
el pais y sus canucteristicas alrogustemaliecas merecen especial atencion. Este tipo de
institucion de corte europeo medieval, probablemente juegy, al izual que la cofradia en
el mundo indigens, un papel importante en los mecanismos de resistencia émica del
grupo en estudio. No se puede dejar de mencionar que ¢s on las fiestas patronales y en
otras de corte tradicional, cuando lus relaciones interéuicas alcanean mayor relevancia
y funcionan come un ente mejor articulado,

La fiesta de San Isidro Labrador es un claro ¢jemplo de ello. Lo transmision del
Yuremein cosdyuva de una u otra manera al forwlecimiento de f identidad émica.
Adenis no podria dejar de mencionarse ¢l alto sentido de solidaridad que se da entre
los miembros do la comunidad y la motivacion y funcionalidad a la que s¢ ven someti-
dos en ¢l orden matenial, social y espiritual, los clementos culturales tradicionales,

+  Eldesarmollo de esta festividid fomenta las rebaciones interéticas con los garffu-
nas procedentes de diferentes partes de la regidn. Por otra parte, es claro ¢l roce inte-
rétnico, ol cual se manifiesta en diferentes niveles en el desarmollo de 1a festividad,

Las hermandades mdy destacadus en Livingston son: Del Santisimo Corazon de
Jesis, San Rafael Arcingel, San Migucl Arcingel y San Isidro Labrador,

J.02 Log Clubes:

Estos, o diferencia de las hermundades, no se encuentrn dedicados @ un sunto,
sino que tenen basicamente fines recrealivos v soctles, Estas institnciones tamblén
desprenden un fuerte contenido de solidardad entre los miembros de un club ¥ i
chas veves enure hermandades y clubes. Los clubes se manticnen econdmicaments con
mecanismgs similares a los de los hermandades. Ly colaboracion entre clubes v et
mandades e comuin, amisoss v lundamentads e fueres bzos de cooperacion.

3. Nuevas formay de organizacion

Es en lus dlimas dos décadas gue, en ¢l esoonario de las luchas indigents, han
surgido organzaciones qoe hao alennendo un papel imporianie en Iy revindicacion de
sus derechos, Hegando a ser reconicidis por sis respectives estados mucionales ¥
OFEAMISIDLS mlcrnociongles.

Las onganizaciones indigenss on b costa atifintica centroaimericana don el
viente recientes (@ excepeion de o Comarca Kuon ¢én Panamd) y 1o por eso me
Nos importanies, Los casos mds representativos han sido dados g luz en ¢l prccesd
revolucianario sandinistn, aumgue on el resio de los pitrses del horal exisien otms
argunizaciones. Se destacan, La Chrgiiniacon Fraternod Negra Hendoreda, "OFRA
ME", L Comunidad Maya de Toledo on Belice v La O Enzcion. Cuaifonn Gule
mitlica Yuruimiin
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341 Orpanizaciones garifunas en Guatemala’

Fue en los grupos de proyeceion folklorica donde inicialmente s¢ manifestaron
las organizaciones que pronto se encaminaron a la investigacion y proteccion de su
cultura, entendiendo ésta como un todo mds integrado y mucho més amplio que las
expresiones artisticas.

Surgen asi grupos de reflexidn, nuevas asocinciones pro mejoramiento de Ia co-
munidad y del nivel de vida. Las organizaciones populares y tradicionules amplian su
marca de accidn y entre los garifunas empieza 1 vislumbrarse la necesidad de asociar-
se bajo una organizacion que exalte y reivindigue su cultura sin etocentrismo alguno
¥ & mcorporarse plenamente a la vida nacionyl sin ninguna forma de patermalismo,

En ¢l marco de la fiesta de San Isidro Labrador fue donde empezaron a cristali-
Farse encuentros de las disuntas hermandades y asociaciones. En ellos solian panticipar
delegados de Honduras v de Belice, to que colaboraba en un mejor desarrollo de los
ERCUCTLIOS,

Destacan en Livingston, entre las nuevas orgamescioncs, las siguicnites: estable-
cer Asoclacion Juvenil Progresista Garifuna. Esta se ha preocupado de canales de in-
formacidn a través de los medios de comunicacion masiva y mds especificamente de la
radio. Se emiten programas en idioma garifuna orientados a dar o conocer el patrimo-
nio histérico y cultural y otros temas de bienestar pars Ly poblacion,

Grupo Juvenil Folkldrico LABUGA. Su (uncidn principal ¢s el reseate y proyec-
cion de la musica y lu danzn tradicionales. Se pretende que los pobladores se interesen
en estas manifestaciones v reactiven expresiones musicales y de danza,

La Hermandad de San Isidro Labrador, encarpada de la construccion de un cco-
museo garifuno y de la promocidn de la fiesta de San Isidro Labradoe. Al interior de
esta festividad, se promueven encuentros cientificos sobre la realidad étmica actual, con
participaciin activa de wdas las demds oreanizaciones. Ambas EEPEFICNCIAS Cuenin
con algunos resultados positivos,

El Grupo Desperuyr Garifuna Marcos Stinches, ha realizado movimientos conser-
vicionistas v de reacomodo urbang de Livingston, en la bisqueda de s preservacion
de sus patrimonios histGnco-monumentales,

Todas estas organizaciones, ol igual que Loy de core wadicionl, se encuentman
represeniadas en ln Organivacidn Garifung Gusemaleca Yurumein, que cueni fon dos
sedes, una en Nueva York y ot en Gumtemaly, Las actividades enumerndas anterior-
menie solo son pare de las que Tas oraanizaciones constantemente neatizan,

342 La Organizacidn garifuna guatemelicca YURLUMEIN

(Qué e Yurumein! Un ritual de gran mmporaneia entre Tos parilumis de ln costu
centroamericann v que se da con molivo de rememorar o Hepada de tos primenos
parilunas a esta cost. L eomologls de st patabra en algunos documenios s Smint
Vincent, su pnterior corredor habitacional. Pero o se debe olvidar que 50 éxodo ya se
habia inicindd dempo atrds en Africa Debldo s ello cste ritug! es muesis de la recrea-
cidn de varigs cargas cullurles

Tal ez el coso de Ta flestd 'de San il Labsudie o Livingston, laabal, Hesi
que como gl es de ongen judeocristiano. Sy legads on canoss, o plivas del poblado,
mavindo con ropas vies v disfraces, pertt sobee wido con Trotes, ramis, Bogs de
phitane, palmerns, recuerds claros elemenos e oripen orawak. Tl oo gin olvido
el vantenido hiswdnco do lo represencrdo af mcbuirde 4 Marcos Sdncher Dl ol
ambo procedente de Huiti, en un bergantin, en (802 Fue of uien can w pripo. de
ipaarifoienas, Tunduron Lalwgi gque boy ¢s conoenio come | ivinesion
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3.4.3 La Organizacidn:

Esta nace producto de la historia anterior, Con un corio tiermpo de vida (diciem-
bre de 1985), ya da muestras de gran capacidad organizativa y von claridad de sus
propdsitos y lineas de accidn, En cuanto a sus abjerivos sefiala:

"o Alcanzar un reconocimiento y oportunidad para que el Brupo émico se le
permita vivir y convivir en armonia entre si y con los demds grupos étnicos del mun-
do, sin la intervencion de carrientes ideoldgicas, ni prejuicios...”

Con actual sede en Nueva York, cuenta con personerin juridica, local de seHio-
nes, amplia representacion de grupos de base v los lineamientos ¥ programas para
dcercarse i sus objetivos y metas. Esid consciente de que el trubajo es anduo y largo,
Mantiene estrecho contacto con las organizaciones garifunas de Guatemaly, Impulsin
con ellas una mutug colaboracién, se transmiten experiencias y se complementin,
uportando cada una lo que su medio y condiciones les permite.

La organizacion, ademds, ha iniciado la produccion de una serie de videos sobre
costumbres y tradiciones, los cuales usan en apoyo y prowecion de su caltura, asi
como en la educacidn,

También han iniciado un archivo documental sobre su historia ¥ el estudio, pro-
mocion y conservacion de su cultura. Brindan apoyo a los grupos de proyeccidn musi-
cil y danzistica y sobre todo promueven la educacion intereuliural bilingile en donde
su idioma sea valorizado realmente. Reivindican su capacidad de organizacion, ¢l gde-
rechio o prescrvar sus costumbres y tradiciones. Todas estas actitudes sin ningdn conite-
nido de planicamientos separatistus, divisionistas y de corte romdntico, Su objetivo
fundamental ¢s claro al respecto: la unificacion de 1n humanidad.

Las reivindicaciones son claras y ante ls pérdida del acceso o ta tierra, el ngoa-
mienio de los recursos naturales y pesqueros, asi como anle las imposiciones de cos-
lumbres y ausencia de proteceidn de sus derechos, las onganizaciones han sido una de
lus miejores respuestas como un mecanismo cliro de resistencis énica,

Esia siumcidn no ¢5 solo una realidad para los gorifunas, Los kekehis w@mbién
pudecen de estos males, usi como log Indings pobres. Esios dos grupos tmbidn se lan
movilizado de manera esponuinea con vistas o consolidar un Tuturo mis corcano i sus
ldeales
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INDIGENAS Y AFRICANOS
EN LAS REDES DE LA ESCLAVITUD
EN CENTROAMERICA

Rina Caceres'
LInivERSIDAD D CosTa RIca

Fl Reino de Guateniida —como ¢fa conow i I mayonr parte
de Centroamerica durante ¢l periodo colanial y cuya capital resi-
din en Cuatemalas commiprendia el espacio entre Chiapas vy Costa
Rica. Fn el momento de b congiista por parte die Castilla, la re-
Ean tenia uns poblacian cervana o los tres millones y mediode
habitantes,” il final del penodo colomial esta quedo reducidica
un 10% aproximadamente.

Lz haja demogratica producida pos 1 conquista fue desigual
a4 nivel regional. La despublacion —dirki Newson-— (e mayor en
fas areas cn dotde no existian estados indigenas clirantente Cons
titnidos, como Honduras, Nicaragua ¥ el norte de Costa Rica,
mtentras que en el norocsie wtatenalin, parte de Honduras ¥ Il
Salvador- donde las autovidades iradicionales conseguian mbu-
tos, pranos, vegetiles, anumales, cera y otros produdcios, L despo
lacion fue menorn

En el sipaie nte cuadio podemes ohservar o] descenso paulati
e e Ly poblacion mddigeni (hemos exchuida lus cilras del Soco
O, POr e e Ty e i ile Mexicon),
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CUADRO |
EVOLUCION DEL DESPOBLAMIENTO INDIGENA
EN CENTROAMERICA, 15111821
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cho por completa, Enoel oestey el sur, donde o ) momenio e
ka comquista habitaba of 61% del total, 1 poblacion indigena lo-
Brovrecnpoerarse panliivanente, tlentris queen Honduras, Ni-
Caragua v Costa Riva, donde habitalm ol 305, ol descenso ue
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Sunron las pesadas cargas iribiarias —como ly epcomiends, ol
repartimiento y la esclavizacion de los indigenas— que Hevaron 2
un descenso continuo de la poblacion. particulamente grive en
las costas del Pacifico de Nicaragua v en Honduras” Desde antes
de la conquista formal del territorio, avanzidas de tonguistado-
ves capturaban indigenas en la costa de Honduras, v los envigban
alasastas del Cavibe, particularmenie a Cuba, pero tambien a La
Espanola, Puerto Rico y Jamaica que tenian senos problemas de
ltante de mano de obra® De tal suerte que, cuando la Pl
cron alncana fue wraida a Centroameérica, Hega en medio de ana
stuacion ilgida de conflictividad, en L que I esclvizacion e
o de los prollemas centrales.

En este punto es importante aclarr que en lyregion existian
tres tpos de personas en cantiverio. Haca 1550 encontramos indi-
genas esclivizados por las propis comumidades; mdigenas esclav-
zadas por los espanoles v afficanos. Por ahora os viimios 4 rederr
A los dos primeros. Las conunidades indigenas indica Sherman,
cackavizdbiun i prisioneros de guerta, a fpurenes quebrantaban las
leyes (robw o vielacion por ejemplo) y o scenestrados. Fueron
puestos en cantiverio segun fas costumbres indigenas locales y
comprados por los espanoles a teaves die os Cahipies Cioima rasge
distintivo esos “esclavos de rescite”™ ein mucados en I Y
vendidos muchos veces liera de o revion a cambono die vino, viona:
fres camisas, aceite y otros articulos En sooventa se cometicron
e his irvegularidades v mmchos no marcados fueron vendidos
encelmercado caribeno ®

it PAES U en Voo, Micgrmgea, Hoodoeas vl e B 1502
A savanipion en ey v Micuragor, en Tidi), [P o, paeton
Lrwitine grave on Hooduran y Micarpgoen, Peste, neimiatids o virweln en
PRTRIGTT, hoenbinas o seqjulpee e Necanegigy, o, Yedw Keaimeds, Lol y
Late, “La conquinta cxpanela de Contromminies”. En: fistimin Genesnl dé (i
tevrmerrc 108, Madeld: 9140500 IEETS S jife ATy Mo Mebeod) Moo ae
cangoirmamion oo fo Amivico Conbal exfeetiolia, | 52000720 Csleniba Paodin San-
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Los sepundos fueron indigenas que se resisticton a reconocer
la sutoridad de T Corona y de T Iglesia, fue ¢l castigo —pérdida
de sus derechos de hombres libres— contra Ia rebelion de indivi-
duos y comunidades que se enfrentaron a los conguistadores y
los que no se sometieron pacificamente. Pera tambicn [ueron uing
torma de pago para Jos soldados espanoles y no fueron pocos los
cagas de indigenas en encomiendas esclavizados y vendidos por
los encomenderos," Hevando aka ruina a las comunidades,

Newson sostiene que el comercio de los esclavos imdigenas
por parte de los espanoles v s enfermedades cavsaron el deseen-
so de una tereers parte de I poblacion. En el siguicnte cundio
vernos el caso de Nicaraguy, ejemplo de L exportacion de indige-
s esclavizacos,

CLADRO 2
COMERCH}Y DE ESCLAVOS INIHGENAS N NICARAGUA, 1524-1 544,
ESTIMACIONES ALTAS Y BAJAS

Exlimacion Fuweiite Tl de estimeiin
{en fowminos reditivos )

Sl Shermuii . | 1979) DTS
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Los esclavon indigenas fuerop cmpleados en b sgericnlinra s
cin el favido de oro en Flopdoras y Nicacag, partenlmente en
los nws gue desembocan en el Caribe voen los de Nueva Segovia,

En los yacimientos se empleiban cuadeillas de veinte, ochenta
v Dastin cien pevsonis, Las Cuddrillas mis pequenas eran propiedad
de los espanoles veomos de San Pedre (Hondurms) v las mavores
de los vecinos de Guatemala, Lis arcas hondurenias de exirccion
de oro y plata fyeron, en provmier bapar, Coeciasa Dios Teujillo o
San Pedio Sula, v posteriormente Comuvaginl, Olincho y pio Gl
vape, En 1557 se enconteibun ed Hondogis Deint condrillas opgs
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nizadas, veinte de las cuales corresponidian o los vecinos de San Pe-
dro La mortalidad en Lis munas alcanze ¢ 50%. Las cuadrillas tra-
bajaban de ocho a nueve meses, entee octubre ¥ junio, ¥ regresa-
han a sus milpas en Guatenals duranie el periodo imtermedio. Los
mdigenas mineros esclavizados migraban anualmente, en particu-
lar en el periodo I550-1540, Mieras cnto, en b capital del reino,
Santiago de Guatemala, indigenas esclavizados eran ¢mpleados en
L siembra de trigo y legumbres y en L erianga de ganado,

Lo precios de los esclavos eran mis bajos en Guatemala v en
Mexion y mis altos en Nicamgua. De esta provincia eran exportis
dos a Per, aungue muchos fueron envindos tambien a Panama v a
Cuba A By conguist de Perd Tueron Hevados coatro mil indigenas
ile Nicaragun y Giuatemalie En el peniodo comprendido entre 1551
y 15435, mas del B6% de los indigenas exteanjeros eran de ongen
mcaragiense, v, enmenor cantidad de Guatemala v México " Fla-
ciin 1531 y despues de Ly muerie de Pedvaras Davila, en Nicaragus
s perminio a los espanoles constour bircos y dedicarse o b esclavi-
i, a mediados de esa decada ene gquimee y veinte carabelas se
dedicaban exclusivamente al comercio de esclavis nicaraguenses."

o Guntemaldn, hain 138, Pedro de Alvivado tenn 330 escla-
vos, tanto hombres como mujeres, los cuales extinan oro y se ha-
Haban distribmidos de la siguienie maners: Totonicapein, dos oo
dnillias com 175 esclavos; Tecpanatitlan /Sololi, vno caadnlla de S0
esciovos, v Aniloo, non oadntl de G5 esclavos™

Pero, desde anos antes; nacleos importantes de indigenas de
dliviersas etmas v lemges labidan sedebnstilados corea de Las capibae
les controamericanas. Ea Sauntiago de Caatemala, por ejeinplio,
wni pablciin hererogénea de indigenas Tue esiablecida, entre
EH2R y 1540, en s milpas y hirmios creados en 15 primens minad
el sigho xv1 Ejemplonde ello som By nnlpay de San Gaspar Vivar,
poblady con mmaecos v sus descendientes, v el barmo de San
Mara Conlcepeion Alinolonga, pobilado v dividido en thes secrones:
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cl primero estabia compuesto por indigenas aliados de Alvarado,
conacidos coina mexicanos; el segundo, por thaxcaltecas; v el ey
cera, por diferentes grupos hinguisticos procedentes del interion
del altiplano y de Las tierras bajas, los cudles eran identficados co.
mo guatimaltecos. Santago Utlateca, por su parte, fue poblada
por grupos womados de cada uno de Joy puchlos dados en enco-
mienda a Alvarado, posiblemente de ongen guiche, los cuales fue-
ron esclvizados y marcados, ™

Ltz indica que, al decretarse 1 Abolicion de la pritmera es
clavitud, muchos de loy ndigenas etancipados quedaron vivien-
do en tomo al cuadrante centeal de Santiago de Guatemata, oiros
muchos permanecioron en Las milpas de sus antignos patronos, v
OLEOs s¢ concentraron on el cento de Ly eradad, bujo I diveccion
de Fas drdenes religiosns,

El prowcese de COnguEt) y esclavitacion, en esta P et
de B Bistorin centroamencana, ne estive exents de levintamicnios
mdigenas, De 1520 3 1540, una r Delion endemica se apoidero del
“aeifico nicaragiiense v Nicoya ! Fyy 1524, Nueva Segovia, zoni mi:
nera mearagiense, Tue abandonada a causade los atagues tndigee-
nas. La revaela cakebiguell de 1525, on Cotutemiali, e vepitid en
kv década de 1540, con ly roparicion de indigenas en encomien-
dus ™ Liss revieltas se dieron unbien en San Miguel, en 15%6, en
Mosnduras, 1un o I.Il.’.!i[l-l:l“s. Vot Suerie, Ceos l’{ir_:.:, e 1540

Fue justamente en la decady de 1540 cuando guedo alwolids
b esclavitud mdigena, luego de un extenso debae reilicido e
Espana, el cual Neva o4 1y promulgacion de las Hamadas Lisyes
Nuevam, en 1542, Apdicadis en Centroamerica por Aloniso Lapes
de Corrato en 1548 " Fny ol tomente de L priserss manuamision
existian sproximadimente entre fre il y cinco mil eselavos -
digenas asentados en s cer it oo L capital™ La esclwvizacion
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de indigenas continug en las zonas dande a conquista habin sido
tardia. Este fue el enso de Costa Rica, donde In “saca” de Indige-
mas de Talumanca iba o proveet de rabajadores o las elites de [
provineia en el siglo Xvil,

Fue mbicn durante of siglo xvi, on ol periode ilgido de
prowestas indigenas cuando se registraron las primetis referen.
ol sobre la partivipacion de alvicanos en ba dindomica yegional,
come levantumicntos cimarcones en el Golfo Dulce voen las 20-
i mineras de Honduras y Nicaragua. En 1540, en (a fegion de
OLincho y del Rio Guayape, de Honduras, se reporia ung relue
hon de mas de mil quinientos esclavos negros, de Jos que no se
conoce suidenndad ® En 1549 se reprinio violenusmente ung
sublevacion de africanos eselavizidos en Sun Pedro, Hondurs, ¥
s lider ue ejecutado, segun o dplorma el presidente Alonso
Loper de Cervato,”

Quedin por investigar las posibles epmesiones cntre egdos
primeros movimientos antieselavists. anto de indigenas comp
de afticanos, en et primera erapa de Ly histovia colanial cen-
roamericana

Bl rafeeo hiia Condoamerice
e afvicanoy esclaizadis

Bl descensa de by pablaoion iehigen planiwed ef problenms i
W conspeucion de mmno de abiey, sobre todey e las regiones de
disminucion continua, comno Honduras, MNicaragua v Costa Ricx
Desde v imicio los poeres lovales salicitaron s | v prari las
chistintas acdvielades evandmicas, preve sus mndnples periciomnes
e Tueron atendidas. s aliernativa de solineion b el Contercin
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ilegal que se realizaba [rer Las costus ¥ por tierr, ¥ que e o
mo fin evadir los impuestos de compra y tener acceso o una ma
no de obra restringida por los controles comercinles espanoles.
Las diferentes porencias enropeas participaron en él, y se dio fun-
damentulmente a wraves del Cuaribe, aunqgue hay evidencias de su
practica constante por el Pacifico. ¥ no fueron pocos los casos die
apropiacion irregolar de esclavos, va fuers pow recapiur de cima-
rfrones, por robo a ottos vecings o por defuncion del propietaio.
Esta por estudiuse el volumen v ¢ signilicado eeandmice de ey
ridico regular™ par el caso de Centrommérica,

Otro mecanismo wtilizado Tue ol de la compra legal, en e
quenas cantidades, ya fuera, en Nueva Espana, Panama, Carta-
getia e ncluso Africa, o o traveés de los asientos de esclavos, Ci-
mo cjemplo de los primeros renemos a Cristobal Aceituno de
Gugnin, vecino de la Villa de Ja Trividad, Sonsonite, quien en
los imicios del siglo XV viaga o Angali a surtitse de esclivos,
que luego vendid en Cargena y en L capital de Guatennily, ™
Como ejemplos de Lis segundas estin las cormpras hechas a los
asentistas de la ciodad de Panama. Pedro Ortiz de Mendoza, co-
mereiinte de Santiago de Guatemala, en | B75 compro cuarent
¥ sicle esclavos que introdujo 3 Cosea Rica por el Mwifico, al vi
He de Landecho, para venderlos en 1 provineia™ En J689 Lo-
renzo de Arburola compro ocho angoleios csclavizacdios, proce-
dentes de Corazao, por crcargo de siete vecinos de i ciudad de
Caartagre. ™

Maobinaei™ distinguoe es wothalidades de comercializacion de
iy esclavizados, La primera e b heencia (1 49%-1 nub), per-
ks individual negocible par, rasladar esclavos o teritonios lis
[ranon, por el el se debia pagar an ciemns monto de dinero, s 1
cencis podao venderse v canjearse, v oo plicaban e obligs

AL ey, 2L, rEp ABIHE gl B0 L desmonday coarionnmnog Fuse o
THEME, conando s gl o Bes e fibenicias de Clplael Beal), Canayagua, San
Salusiclor. Ledis, Costa Rica, Chiguimts, Sousonare y Granueds, ¢f paredre ile
bava copsee Do sonbooe T Erthpertachon e ws Livion prasis el linento dea maneria
¥ b agriouliina. acca AL Bis Joy. 1590, fol, 548,
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cion comiraciual de ventia divecta 'on I-Hﬂp;umumr.'-ric;n_ Cioando la
o de obra escliva se conyirio en an elemento fundameial pa-
v las economias, la Corona opto por regubar detalladamenie la
compra y venta de esclavos a través de contratos o asientos, (1595-
1789). Por medio de esta segunda modalidad, un partealie o wng
comnpania se comprometion, frente al gobiemao espanol, 2 reempla-
ar neste en b administacion del comercio de B mano de obs es
clava en Las Indias occidentales o en ung region. Muachas veces estos
contriios fueron asigados de mancea monopolica o una sola per-
sotta o entidad, v esta podia revenderlos en suootalidad o en panes.
la diferencm entre ambas modalicdides radicaba en Ta manerlesa
de los f'nm[u'nmimm ildqﬂiﬁdﬂh‘. pucs ¢l contriato o piento dreabn
una estructura de comercializacion pavalels al comercio regular,
con representantes ¢n Jos poncipiles puenos, y exinia a estos de
Ias fiscalizaciones a las que cvan sometidos fos demas comercianies.
Sin emburgo, la Corona no pudo conralar wda Ia actividad, y poco
dpoca los porthgueses, ingleses, franceses y holaideses Tueron ace
paranedo ese tratico, Unaintensa nivalidad se div entre L potenciis
por Hegar a controlar el asiento de esclivos, v gue este consting
un valioso puntade apoyo para laexpansion colonial y b conguista
del mercado nspanommencano, La Gorona espanola tuvo que co-
der, v hacin la primers maad del siglo SVUT los franceses (con
Real Compania de Guinea, 17021718) y luego los ingleses (2 mraves
de Ly South Sea Company, 1710174490 controlaron, medianie -
o especificos Hmados con b Coropa espanaola, el alusto de mano
de ol almcanmn e termas ispanomnencanas

Luego vino I tercera moclalicil 17891812y, como resilta-
do dhe s reformas borbonicas que liberaron woda i nenvidod co.
mercinl, fclode el comercio de eselavos, Fa 17849 Iy Clovona in
forma que con ¢l oljeto die fomentar b agricaliues, se decremba
b Tibernaed de comercin, En ese marco legal, fodog Los silwlitos os.
praniodes, avecindados o restdentes en la mewdpali o on baas Indiis,
quedaban antorizados a salic en embarcaciones propias o Hetadas
a b compra de escliwvos en cualguies parage donde los hubiere,
Hevaido el diniero y eatos gue necesiasen, fibres de comribucio
ey, pero don Ja expresa proliibicion de retoriae elecios comeys
cithe Al o tempo v con una regrulacion especiiea, e dite
Vi o s estangeros s partcipear en el lueritive conpoin ™
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La Capitania General de Guatenala tunlnén participo, aun-
que en menor escali, en el comercio de esclavos. La partcipa-
cion en los asientos de esclavos guedo en minos de un gropo,
vinculado al capian de B Aadiencin, el cual se hallaba asentado
en Garatemala, La capital queda sl cargo de L supervision de los
asientos, ¥ el puesto de Bcior queda en manos de hombres pro-
minentes de b capital. La region centroamencana fue subsidiana
de lns redes pnncipales que se arncularon en worno o Veracruz,
Cartagena, Caba, Jancica, Curizao y Pamumd, por el Caribe,

L pedes se extendieron ambicn por el Pacifico, y, como en
un rosanio, los puernios de Sonsonmate, Acajutla , Bl Realejo y Cal-
dern estuvieron comumicados con Panama v Paa en Perm, ejes
del vomercio en el Mar del Sue™ Yaen 1579, enoel Puero neir-
guense trabmaba, enwe owos, el carpintero Gonzalo, mandinga,
on b construccion de barcas, En ese mismo aiio Hegaluy oo grie
provide esclavos™ v seseita mds (10 hombres v 20 mujeres) eran
destmados ol comstruccion de galeones y empleados en el culti-
s de sl y s produceon de tn,

Destle las dos primeras decadas del siglo XVIL o las casias
centroamercanss legaron barcos acorendose al sistema de
asientos, Con base en el esindio del pago de los dervechos reales,
Lute calenla e entee 1613 y 1628, [legaron a Ly Capitania apro-
st imernie 955 exe hwos.

En el siglo XV legaron desde Angoli los bireos Nicesir Se-
nopa de Nazareth,” Nuestia Senora de los Bemedios y San Loren-
B primero Hego al puerto de Santo Tomas, en 1615 =por en-
cormenhn de Sebastian Nuner de Treviio, del Resno de Argala v
a cargo del piloto Juan Gamer—, con 1506 enclavos 175 homibies,
Shmujeres y 28 ninos, I mayorin varones) v varios fecien micidos
Pt los que i se priganon impicstos

1 segganichi Bego en 1640 Anre Lis denuncias de que muehos
eschavos habian huido Y e otros fanios estaban siendo compra-
dos por los vecmos del lugar, s amondades decidieron quies o
esclavos feran wastndados de L coses caribedia a las tiekras alths
delvillede Pani oy, entonces sede die L+ apital. Velntidos “de-
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CUADRO 3
ESTIMACIONES PARA EL PERIODO 1615-1628

At Estimacion o pieias de indios Aserrtigin
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saparecieron” en el trayecio. Segian el piloto, diccisiew habian
huido en el camino v cinco habian mueno, Pero, en el camino,
los 76 esclavos restantes fueron desviados hacia San Miguel (hoy
El Salvador), para venderlos, dando como excusa la enfermedad
de los cautivas y el ser Iy “nierm caliente como Ia de los esclavos”™
Probablemente, en San Miguel los vecinos distrutaban de mas [i-
heretaied en Tas negociiciones, rente al poder de L capitariia, la
cual pretendin tener un mayor control die los cecursos frente a s
clites locales,

A pesar de que el comercio con Centromenica no o6l esen-
cial para los grandes comercianies de esclavos, Honduras v Pana-
mi fguaron, desde un inicio, en el listado de los siew puerios 1=
citos =Conama, Caracas, L Habans, Hondureas, Clartagre b, Muer-
0 Belo {(Panami) v Veracruy—, considerados en los asientos v hir-
mados por el consulado de Sevilla o la monargquea espanola, Ade-
s, sucosta caribena era paso obligado para el isifico legal, da-
do su carcter de tierm de frontera y de vecindad con los terri-
vios que estaban bajo ¢f control de Inglaerra, en Belice y la Mos.
guitia. Muchas conexiones entre L Capitanin Generil, asentada
en ba cindid de Guatemala, v Jamaica y Cuba, lueron relaciones
novimadas por asivptos de eiclavos cspecilicos, gue Lacilivaron, ao-
bre todo, el ingreso ilegal de mercaderin

Por st pasicion geogralica, Ia cosea atlantica de la capitania
tover acoeso o fas redes de bis isbsede] Caribve <Cubag fwmmen, Bai-
bados v Coaracuo—, todos pontos de Hegada v rediswibucion de
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mano de obra esclava para Ia region media de América. Los pun-
tos de ransito en Centroamérica (ueron Paniuma, Matina, Trugji-
o, Caballos, Omea y Santo Tomas,

Hubo casos de barcos encallados en la cost caribe, quie clie-
ron pie a la formacion de nicleos de poblacion, como en fa Mos-
quitia, alejada de los centros de poder. Situacion contraria A lade
las embarcaciones que encallacon en s ireas de mayor control,
como fue el caso del barco danés de 1h Real Compania de Gui-
fea™ el cual, con setecientos esclavos a hordo, encallo én las cos-
tas de Mating cuando se dirigia a Panami. Eschwvos de origen am-
3, mina, nagu y camabali fueron detenidos cuando buscaban su li-
bertad. La mayoria fueron devitelios al Bactor del asienta, en -
nanui, y owos fueron declrados “mnerios” y vendidos de manera
tleggal o vecings del interior del patis e Ly provineia de Costa Rica

Otros barcos procedentes de Janica, Martinica y Curazio se
acogreron a los asicntos de esclvos e trasliudar africanos escla-
vizados, y también para levar mercaderias burlande las praciicas
monopalicas de Esparia.

Ejemplo de ello es el mavio ¢l Suah® —de sesenta toneladas,
con dieciséis matineros y dirigido por el capitin Thomas Dilton-
cleual, en el marco del Real Asicrio, Hanspord eseliwos desde

Jamdiea al puerto de Sinto Tomis, en el lago Isabal. E) coitltato
fue femado en 1725 por Danie) Wescomly v refrendado en Jamai-
< por Ricardo Righy v Eduardo Prattil, cotmo ditectores generm.
les, nombrados por el Real A<iéing comeo sus representintes. Leo.
nardo Pobell v Thomas Gilbert e los comcesionarios de la li-
cencia especifica del tastado de 72 esolavos. Los directores gene
rles erin los responsables de abastecer de esclavos o Lt prabalincin
nes ubicadas en fa region vomprendida entre of rig Orinoco y ¢l
tio Grande Mugdalena, lo mismo quee a L isky de Paerto Rico,
Margarita y la Trinidad de Campeche, ademis de San Agusting e
ka costa de T Flovida

A finudes de diciembre de 1795, hombres v mujeres mle-
ques, 1o mayoria de baja estatir, fodos al parecer de 10, 12y 14
anos, iniciaron ol large recomido del Tuerte Sar Felipe del Gaolli
4 Santiago de Guatemada, Fo sy primier dia legaron al pueblo
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San Pedro Sacapa, en Acasaguasilian donde, por agoamiento v
desnutricion —dos ninas de 14 y 15 afos, una tercerade 125 18
4008 Y un (e pequeno- quedaron en curacion en ol puchlo.
Un quinto minio, de 12 2 13 anos, probablemente quedd en el
luerte, tambiéen enferme. La manana del 3 de enern, casi dos
meses despucs de haber llegado el barco al Golfo, fueron vendi-
dos en la cindad de Guatemala a vecinos ¥ comerciantes de la
region. ™

Durante mis de tes meses Iy embarcacion permanccio en |y
zona, i pocos kilometros de distancia de Belice, sede del asena.
micnio inglés y punti comercial e Jamaica.

El Santa Maria Magdulena,” del asiento de la Real Compania
e Guinea, wivo como wayecto Breste, Tenerife ¥ Martinica, y de
ahit enrumbd hacia el puerte de Santo Tomas. Se mantuvo duran-
te cuatro mexes en la zona incursionindo en  costa HHOSG T
Litjor poder de los britanicos.

Llama ba stencion ¢ fargo periodo en’ que exos barcos se
mantuvicron en b zony, lo anal podria exphicarse por las tensio
nes prevalecientes entre potencias, en | regian del Caribe, pero
tambien es posible que st encontraran comerciando v abosteciégn:
dose de producios de la region para vender en Jamaica v en la
Martingca.

El Santa Maria Magdalena posenn 30 presis de ardlleria, 80
escopetas, 50 carabinas, 400 libras de polvara en barriles, % mil
balas, 400 granadas v ung unportante cantidad de alfanges, xa-
chuelas de abordar, alivadas, palangquetas v pics de cabra,

Acogido al asiento de esclivos, busea antorizacion i ved
et 2 37 esclavos, Sin crbargo, en Iy vevision de los Camprates
cieontiaron bodegas con vino, pan, saceite, cables v pertrechos
de mavegacion. En realidad eran 1es escotillas, una en medio,
otrr en la proa y e ateaoen i popa. En esta iltima latllaron 150
batijuelss de aceite, 50 de vipo, G4 biarviles de aguardienie, 31 de
merceria, una de vidtios, ot de sombreros, 10 capories Qe cuchi-
Hos v 10 de peines, v iambicn « ajas de alfileres, agujis, tjers, es
pejos, abilorios v otris cosas afines. g ntando gue eran pura
user dle lom esclivos,
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En otra de las bodegas, hacinados, encontraron a 37 hom-
bres y mujeres, de diferentes edades.

Dias después, los productos fueron puestos a la venta, y el ca-
pitin del bareo pudo comprar harina, garza, BVAIA CHMArTOmL ¥
grana silvestre, estas Gltimas de gran demanda en Eu ropra, sobre
todo por sus poderes medicinales.™ La distribucion de los produc-
tos refleji claramente laactividad de menudeo con que funciona-
ba la economia de fronter en estas dreas. Por ejemplo, Felipe de
Santingo, mulato libre, vecino del pueblo de Peapa, dueio de re-
cuas, se compromelio a responder por 31 cajones; 10 de peines,
10 de enchillos, 9 de tjeras, agujas, abalorios yoespejitos v dos de
vidrios. Joseph Oliva, vecino de Zacapa, v Pedro Moscoso, de 16
barriles de aguardienic y 7 botijas de vino. Cristobal Duarie, espri-
nol, vecino ambién de Sacapa, de 10 barrviles de aguardiente que
habian quedado en las hodepgas,

Esis redes internas de distribucion se ven mas clairamente
con los eeclavos transportados por Guillermo Lea,™ en marzo de
1738, En ¢l barco Fisrray (sic) del Asiento de In Real Compuiiia
de Inglateria, se registea que legaron al Golfs Dulee, proceden-
tes de Jamaica, 96 esclavos de ambos sexos, chicos ¥ grandes, v
adens una carga con ropa y menaje de casa: espejos. espadachi-
nes, platos de pelive, cera labrada y por labrar, canels, aceite, e
rentiy un sombreros, dos piezas de paio, varias piczas de cintas
de brocado y ordinariay, encajes linos, ordinarios y crudos, y cua-
renti y siete mazos de abalorios. En este s, al parecer, autori-
dades v asentistas no pudicron "legir o un arveglo”, por le que
toda la mercaderia fue decomisada y tuve lugar un Largao juicio,
Los esclavos fueron remitidos a la ciudad de SAngo y, como en
casosanteniores, algunos perecieron debido a las condiciones de
Lo Bargres wiingee.

Como en atros muchos casos. los esclavas 1o fueyon verndi-
dox en efectivo, sino mtercambiados por productos de Lo zona.
Doan Manuel de Castilla y Portugies se comprometid a colocir
entre 115y 140 irrobas de zarza en puerio Cavallos a cambio de
un e esclave enlermoo

Segriin b lista de esdrituras en podler de Guillecro Lea, Die-
Lo de Carvanza vecinog de Loon, Nie ararwit, habin inveirtico 3270
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pesos e ta compia die aproxinnulamente dove esilavos, Sioutilie-
mos ¢l valor promedio de 250 pesos por edclavo, don Francisoo
Gonzilez Loathiez, vecing de Guatemala, pudo adguivic dos es
clavos con GZ8 pesos, ¥y Manuel de Castitla de Portugal, goberae
dor de Comayagua, siete esclavos por 1800 pesos, adenmis de los
compridos Con gran, segin escriucs de 1734,

105 OUos selenta § Cingo pmtmhlcthmmr s vendieron en pe-
ueiias cantidides a capitancs, jueces y gobermidores, quiencs
conatituian el sector predominaite en la compray venta de escla:
vos. " La legada de cada barco redinamizabia la econoniia, al po-
ner en cirenlacion mano de obray productos gque Hegaban o rie
vies el Caribe, al margen del estiiicado comercin expanol.

La compra y venta de esclavos se hizo u pequena escali yde
manera constante alo lango de los siglos XVILY XVII =como I
demuestr el caso de Costa Bica=" a traves de comerciattes lo-
cales, Fse tipo de comipra. addirmas de ta reproduccion hiologiea,
fueron alternativis importantes en by conseondion de miano de
obri. Esta, pequena en Erminos com parnivos intermacinmales,
Pero DHPOTHAGNG €1 CHanio 4 by dismibrineion de la poblacion in-
digena ocurrida on b vegion, lue desthiadi o b agricolura, a la
gatiaderiny o los servicios de las capitales,

Asi, i nitimero importanie de eschivos i origen alncano s
e concentiado en actividades de exporti ion, o nivel regionud
¢ internacional: ko omineria® en Vonduras v Nicaragii (=gl
xv1); las plantaciones de agicar de San Jeronimo (Verapaz), San
P, Amarithan y Palencia (Amatitka: Lt preparacion de los deri-
vadlos del azucar on e Flactenda del Convento Viepo v ol cacan
e Costa Rica? Foeyan imporianies «n [os Birertes milivares, co-
e el de San Fernando de Omoa, pira eh que T Corona il
comprir s de 300 esclavos mondongns y caravalies, quoices
Hegaron & conlormar tin pclea de pablacion de aprosida
mente G4 personas pata 1777, Pero, Tuera e st Cais, Tiek e
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han encontrido en nuestros archivos evidencias de compras de
esclivos en gran escala dirigidas pasn una actividad ccondmica,

Romgnenedo ks vedes de fa eselavizacion

Pero no toda la poblacion de ascendencia alricana eran escla-
vt Todo lo contrario: habria que dear que, a diferencia de otras
regiones, como algunas ishis del Canbe oel sur de los Esmdos
Undos, a Jo Bago de T Centrommenicn colonil Tabo uiea mavo-
rin de poblacion de seendencia alricana que nunea lue objeto
de exclivizacion,

Paralebunente al ingreso de esclavos de origen africano, ¢l
mosaico de la geogralin social se tanstormo. En los siglos xvily
VI en Nueva Espang =hoy México=, Pamoma y Pem, foe visible
fu '.Lll't‘:c{frlt'i:t de illlpﬂl'mlltuﬂ Erupnss ile alroventroamerncanos,
muldtos y pardos libres, gue se desplazaron o lo Trgo del espacio
geopralico v social, y Hegaron a integrn colradias v mihcias, sien-
do colonos, comerciantes, productores, eic. Esta sitnacion e po-
sibile gracias a que el impeno espanol no o control de todos
sus, Lerritorios, 1 de woddos los espacios socides. En 1777, un regas:
tro realizado por I Iglesia para determinae el nomero de bulas
prapales™ s debian ser asigoadas o cada P rOR D Y G, -
dhicabin gue en la poblacion de Comayagoe ol naoeers de mulaios
L e | 1_:';11".1". .

Por su parte La Verapaz, en Goatemada, voa sapa de impor-
twncin indigena, wmbion, cstivo permeada por b presencia de
los alpocentroamenicanos. Povejemplo Salamn g de poaso en
It que o el interior con el Canbee, e una poblcin
compuesta por 2864 mdigenas v 402 mukanos v opardos, AUEETIOE 4
L de los 57 esparioles reportados. Mis lamarivo es el caso de San
Pedro Carcha, Tamathum v Tocurab, comunidades netamenie ine-
digemis, en donde los Gnicos “otros” reponiados coan los tres par-
dos, maestros de exonelas encargadios de ensenar o Teer v excribng

a5 Enle ‘|||.!r.1|un" Turb dnp b vt e b L EIL AT ITa s Tl jriig Ia i|_1||_r|.u_ 'lllll 1|1-\vr1|1..1'n
prarpapiales son o i de decermimay of pumecs de holas que debioan de
cortipiiede P lisve selo i Ly [P A e LR LT ET |rl}L R F R
soy Low oo varan pcchanctos. Saeoaoc e sl oo e g Be i y sigeneinih
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CUADRO 4
POBLACION DE COMAYAGUA, HONDURAS. 1776

Ciurata Expanabes Testiins Muskistos y sentizas

Ly i 218 (L1} 3 880
J'I.JIIII.:I:H‘]III' 5 i35 44
Clintiiu i (Wr] o
filaco & s T
Silea H 151 57
Chrtlen o EMies Al T &4 o Wy
Cllandhing a4 L1} TN

Totales kL 3 548 8747
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a los ninos mdigenas y de imipartirles la docting cristiana. Nin-
gun espunol fie reportado en esas tres comunidacdes *

Ubicado tanbién en La Verapae, ol mgenio San Geranimo,
une de los centros de mavor concentracian de trabapidares on
condicion de esclavitud (364 reportados) . contiba con una [
Blacion mulats libre de 112 personas

Los desplozamientos tipo "hormiga™, ademias del incrementso
demografico de ese grupo de poblacian, hicieron e, o medie
Hos del siglo XVIL, existicran comunidades impartanies de polib
cion negea, mnlata y pardi libre en Guatemaly, Honduras. Nici.
ragua, Costa Rica y Panama.® Esas comunidades dieron arigen,
en algunos cisos, a poblaciones especthicas, camo la Paebla de los
Pardos en Conta Rica,™ o o grapos dombiintes, coma en ¢ [er-
to e El Realejo, en Nicaragua. Como millcianas, neRros vomila-
tos demandaban Ly exoneracion de los inpestos v ool pago de s
larios civ Ta prestacion de sus servicios. Muchos se hallaban disiri.
bvsidis en lis areas b, ¥ otros tantos trabajaban la tiers, sin
haber conocido, 1 mavor de el jos, o paso por Iy esclavitad,

Exit comitn. entonces, encontear en los espaiing de los espa-
noles y de Jos ivdioenas, o Lis Hainacas CASTIS, SUNPOS IMEestzos on

W miaa, A, g V7 oNp o
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Abstract: This article analyzes the persislence of an official discourse of mestizo
nationalism in Nicaragua in spite of the adoption of multicultural citizenship
rights for black and indigenouis costefios in 1386. These reforms appeared to di-
rectly contradict key premises of previously dominant nationalist ideologies, par-
ticularly the idea that Nicaragua was a uniformly mestizo nation. Instead of a
radical break with the past, however, what we find in contemporary Nicaragua is
a continuous process of negotiation and contestation among three variants of
official mestizo nationalism: vanguardismo, Sandinismo, and “mestizo
multiculturalism” that emerged in the 1930s, 1960s, and 1990s respectively. This
article traces the continuities among these disparate but intimately related ac-
counts of national history and identity and the way they all operate to limit the
political inclusion of black and indigenous costefios as such.

INTRODUCTION

In 1987 Nicaragua was one of the first Latin American countries to
adopt multicultural citizenship reforms that assigned special collective
rights to costenios, the black and indigenous inhabitants of its Atlantic Coast
region.” These reforms appeared to directly contradict key premises of

1. I'would like to thank four anonymous LARR reviewers, Ken Greene, Wendy Hunter,
Rauil Madrid, Kurt Weyland, and especially Edmund T. Gordon and Charles R. Hale for
their valuable comments and suggestions. An initial version of this article was presented
as part of the Diaspora Talk series of the Center for African and African American Stud-
ies at the University of Texas at Austin. All translations from texts originally in Spanish
are my own.

2. Since then a large number of Latin American countries have enacted similar re-
forms. According to Donna Lee Van Cott, a "multicultural model” of constitutionalism
is emerging in the region composed of five elements: formal recognition of the
multicultural nature of national societies and of specific ethnic/racial sub-groups, rec-
ognition of indigenous customary law as official public law, collective property rights
lespecially to land), official status for minority languages in predominantly minority
regions, and guarantees of bilingual education. See Van Cott, “Constitutional Reform
and Ethnic Rights in Latin America,” Parliamentary Affairs 53 (1):41-54 (2000).
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previously dominant nationalist discourses, particularly the idea that
Nicaragua was a uniformly mestizo country. As a number of scholars
have noted, ideologies of mestizaje legitimated the Nicaraguan state’s ef-
forts to colonize the country’s outlying regions and questioned the right
to full citizenship of the black and indigenous inhabitants of these areas.’
Historically, these discourses of mestizaje denied the existence of non-
mestizo Nicaraguans, especially outside the Atlantic Coast, which tended
to be omitted from visions of the nation altogether. The enactment of spe-
cial collective rights for black and indigenous costefios in 1987 was thus a
decisive shift from past state practices and would appear to have required
a radical revision of the central tenets of dominant nationalist discourses.*
This has led some scholars to argue that “an official discourse of
multiculturalism” that endorses a limited set of collective rights has re-
placed nationalist ideologies of mestizaje in Nicaragua and the rest of
Central America.” The wave of multicultural citizenship reform that has
swept Central America in recent decades appears to support this view.
Costa Rica, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, and Panama, for example,
have enshrined collective rights for indigenous (and in some cases, Afro-
descendant) groups at the level of statutory or constitutional law, and
Costa Rica, Guatemala, and Honduras have ratified the International
Labour Organisation’s Convention 169 on the Rights of Indigenous and
Tribal Peoples. In spite of these important transformations in legal frame-
works that recognize racial and cultural diversity, I argue that closer in-
spection reveals the stubborn persistence (at least in Nicaragua) of official
discourses of mestizo nationalism that continue to place limits on the
political inclusion of black and indigenous costefios. One implication of
this argument is that, paradoxical as it may seem, there are important
continuities between contemporary multiculturalism and the various
mestizaje ideologies that preceded it.

Three variants of official mestizo nationalism: tanguardismo, Sandinismo,
and what I call “mestizo multiculturalism,” emerged in the 1930s, 1960s,
and 1990s respectively in Nicaragua. Vanguardismo, the nationalist ideol-
ogy articulated by the poets of the Vanguardia movement, portrayed

3. See Edmund T. Gordon, Disparate Diasporas: Identity and Politics in an African Nicara-
guan Community (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1998); Jeffrey Gould, To Die in This
Way: Nicaraguan Indians and the Myth of Mestizaje, 1880-1965 (Durham: Duke University
Press, 1998); and Charles R. Hale, Resistance and Contradiction: Miskitu Indians and the
Nicaraguan Stale, 18941987 (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1994).

4. See Consuelo Sinchez, La conformacidn étnico-nacional en Nicaragua (México: Instituto
Nacional de Antropologia e Historia, 1994) and Miguel Gonzilez Pérez, Gobiernos
pluridtnicos: La constitucion de regiones autdnomas en Nicaragua. (México: Editorial Plaza y
Valdés, & URACCAN, 1997).

5. See Charles R. Hale, “Does Multiculturalism Menace? Governance, Cultural Rights and
the Politics of Identity in Guatemala,” Journal of Latin American Studies 34 (3:485-524 (2002).
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Nicaragua as a preeminently indo-Hispanic country in which Spanish pa-
ternity was determinant. By representing mestizaje as a heterosexual ro-
mance between active Spanish fathers and passive indigenous mothers,
vanguardismo sutured over potentially divisive racial heterogeneities and
justified the exclusive hold on political power of the self-identified heirs
of the old colonial masters. Until Sandinismo (the revolutionary ideology
of the leftist Frente Sandinista de Liberacién Nacional or FSLN) challenged
some of its elements in the 1960s and 1970s, vanguardismo was the hege-
monic discourse of Nicaraguan nationalism. In contrast to vanguardismo,
Sandinismo emphasized the violent nature of the encounter between In-
dian and Spaniard, and the dominant indigenous ancestry of Nicaragua's
mestizo culture and identity. Sandinismo thus rejected the legitimacy of
prevailing political arrangements that privileged the access to power of
elites that identified themselves as the heirs of the Spanish conquistadors.
Sandinismo instead sought root to anti-imperialism in national history,
and to revert the exclusion from politics of the majority of Nicaraguans—
the descendants of heroic Indian ancestors. Unlike Sandinismo and
vanguardismo, the discourse of “mestizo multiculturalism” that emerged
in the 1990s does not claim that every Nicaraguan citizen is biologically or
culturally mestizo, but that when taken as a whole the entire nation is
mestizo because of all the different racial and cultural groups that com-
prise it. Mestizo multiculturalism thus appears to recognize racial and cul-
tural diversity in a way that older variants of mestizo nationalism did not.
Whereas diversity is recognized, a hierarchy among the diverse constitu-
entidentities is asserted. Because mestizo multiculturalism retains the idea
of the nation in general as mestizo, it does not create an alternate
multicultural national identity; instead, like its predecessors, it discour-
ages the assertion of “subnational” racial /cultural identities except inso-
far as they are contributors to this overarching national identity. In spite of
important differences then, all variants of official mestizo nationalism share
two important elements: one is the idea that contemporary Nicaraguan
national identity and culture is preeminently mestizo, and the other is the
continued exclusion from full citizenship of blacks and Indians as such.

I am far from arguing that no other forms of nationalist ideology ex-
isted in Nicaragua prior to the advent of vanguardismo, Sandinismo, and
mestizo multiculturalism, however. Following independence from Spain
in 1821, Nicaraguan elites faced the problem of how to make “Nicara-
guans” out of populations for whom such an identity hardly resonated.

6. During the colonial era, the central and Atlantic regions of what was to become Nica-
ragua were not really under Spain’s effective control, as Spanish settlers resided mainly on
the Pacific Coast. The central region was populated mostly by indigenous groups orga-
nized in their own communities with few Spaniards or mestizos, while the Mosquito Coast,
which was populated by black and indigenous groups, enjoyed relative autonomy from
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Initially, the continuous intrastate and domestic civil wars of the post-
independence period (1821-1857) hampered state formation, but in the
latter half of the nineteenth century, Conservative (1857-1893) and Lib-
eral (1893-1903) regimes turned their efforts to state-building activities.
The forcible “reincorporation” of the Mosquito Coast (known today as
the Atlantic Coast) in 1894, and the dismantling of indigenous communi-
ties in the Pacific and Central regions, were fundamental elements of these
nation-building efforts.” Successive Nicaraguan governments justified the
internal colonization of black and indigenous peoples and the regions in
which they lived on the basis of protonationalist and nationalist ideolo-
gies that envisioned Nicaragua as a “civilized” nation that was neither
black nor Indian.® While the residues of nineteenth-century national ide-
ologies can be found in the twentieth-century nationalist discourses ana-
lyzed here, the latter share two important features that distinguish them
from the former: they are both official and mestizo.

What then are official mestizo nationalisms? Contrary to the asser-
tions of nationalists everywhere that their nations have existed since
time immemorial, contemporary scholarship on nationalism emphasizes
the constructed character of nations. Nations are the product of nation-
alist discourses and movements, but these nationalisms may differ in
character and content. “Popular nationalisms,” for example, are those
where a mass nationalist movement struggles for a state of its own on
behalf of a pre-existing nation, while in instances of “official national-
ism,” elites build nations where they had previously not existed. Offi-
cial nationalism, according to Benedict Anderson, is “an anticipatory
strategy adopted by dominant groups which are threatened with
marginalization or exclusion from an emerging nationally-imagined
community.”* Official nationalisms are thus accounts of national his-

Spain. The Mosquito, the largest indigenous group in the region, forged an alliance with
the British to resist Spain’s colonizing efforts, and the British established a protectorate
over the "Mosquito Kingdom™ in the seventeenth century. In 1860 Nicaragua and Great
Britain signed the Treaty of Managua, which recognized Nicaraguan sovereignty over
the Mosquito Coast, but also created a Mosquito Reserve, whose inhabitants enjoyed self-
government rights. It is partly due to this historical background that costefios have been
perceived as potential agents of foreign powers by Nicaraguan elites at the same time
that the territory they inhabit has been claimed as an integral part of the nation,

7. 5ee Dora Maria Téllez, ;Muera la gobiernal: Colonizacidn en Matagalpa y [inotega, 1820~
1890. (Managua: URACCAN, 1999).

8.1argue elsewhere that the dispute over the Mosquito Coast played a central role in
shaping official discourses about the content of Nicaraguan-ness in the post-indepen-
dence era. See Juliet Hooker, "The Myth of Inclusion: Mestizo Nationalism, Identity Foli-
tics, and Citizenship in Nicaragua.” PhD diss., Cornell University, 2001.

9. Benedict Anderson, [magined Communitics: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of
Nationalism, rev. ed. (London: Verso, 1991), 101.
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tory, culture, and identity that intellectual and political elites articulate
and attempt to render hegemonic to justify their own rule, and are gen-
erally state-sponsored. Post-independence political turmoil prevented
Nicaragua’s criollo elite from promoting official nationalism until the
second half of the nineteenth century, and they did not articulate na-
tional ideologies of mestizaje until the early twentieth century. After 1857,
conservative and liberal elites sought to forge a common national iden-
tity, but the content of that identity revolved more around the idea of
Nicaragua as a “civilized” nation trying to incorporate “savage” blacks
and Indians than “mestizo-ness” per se."” Elites did not formulate a vi-
sion of Nicaragua as a mestizo nation until the early twentieth century,
in response to direct United States military intervention (1917-1933).
Ideologies of national identity and belonging actively shape relations
between citizens and the state; in Nicaragua official nationalisms have
legitimated exclusive mestizo political power through the erasure of
blacks and Indians as citizens. Analyzing the shared premises and con-
nections between different variants of mestizo nationalism is thus cru-
cial to understanding the way they all operate to deny black and
indigenous costerios full access to citizenship. Although Nicaraguan na-
tionalists of opposing ideological persuasions formulated them,
vanguardismo, Sandinismo, and mestizo multiculturalism are “beloved
enemies.” | borrow the term from the vanguardistas, who referred to
fellow Nicaraguan poet Rubén Dario as “el amado enemigo” and “el
paisano inevitable” because he was always their point of reference, even
as they rebelled against his poetic style and themes." Just as Dario was
the “inevitable compatriot” of the vanguardistas, they were in turn the
“beloved enemies” of the Sandinistas, as Sandinismo incorporated many
elements of the older nationalist discourse it sought to replace, particu-
larly the idea that Nicaragua is a mestizo nation. Vanguardismo and
Sandinismo are likewise the “beloved enemies” of mestizo multi-
culturalism, because it continues to incorporate notions of mestizaje cen-
tral to the earlier versions of official mestizo nationalism even while
recognizing racial and cultural diversity. Thus, my claim here is not that
newer variants of official mestizo nationalism have seamlessly sup-
planted older versions. Instead, | want to stress the continuities between
seemingly disparate nationalist discourses and the way in which the

10. During the era of conservative rule from 1857 to 1893, for example, the Nicara-
guan state engaged in classic nation-building activities such as commissioning the cre-
ation of an official national anthem, flag. and history textbook that could be taught in
schools. See Miguel Angn! Herrera, "Macionalismo e historiografia sobre la guerra del
56: Nicaragua, 1850-1889," Revista de Historig 2: 27-39 (1992-1993).

1. PPable Antonio Cuadra, “Un nicaragiiense llamado Rubén Dario,” in EI nicaragitense,
13" ed. (Managua: Hispamer, 1997), 79; and José Coronel Urtecho, "Oda a Rubén Dario”
[1927], reprinted in El Pez y la Serpiente 22-23 (Winter 1978/Summer 1979); 24,
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persistence of official mestizo nationalism continues to limit the politi-
cal inclusion of black and indigenous costefios.

The article is divided into three sections. In the first section [ outline
the main elements of vanguardismo: the erasure of blacks, and the use
of the trope of mestizaje as harmonious fusion to justify mestizo politi-
cal power and authoritarianism. The second section traces the connec-
tions between vanguardismo and Sandinismo, and shows how the latter
incorporated many of the former’s premises, even while contesting oth-
ers. The third and final section analyzes the emergence in the 1990s of a
new but recognizable version of official mestizo nationalism—mestizo
multiculturalism—that recognizes racial and cultural difference while
reinscribing them within mestizaje.

VANGUARDISMO: THE EMERGENCE OF OFFICIAL MESTIZO NATIONALISM

The poets of the Vanguardia movement have been described as “the
ruling intellectual group” in the process of constructing Nicaragua's
imagined community."? They commenced their literary and political ac-
tivities in the 1930s, as young men in their late teens and twenties who
combined an avant-garde literary sensibility with conservative ideol-
ogy, founding the Vanguardia (1927-1933) and Reactionary movements
(1934-1940)." In the 1940s they reorganized into the Cofradia de artistas
y escritores catélicos del Taller San Lucas with other like-minded intel-
lectuals. The most prominent vanguardistas were José Coronel Urtecho
{1906-1994), Manolo Cuadra (1907-1957), Pablo Antonio Cuadra (1912-
2002), Joaquin Pasos (1914-1947), and Luis Alberto Cabrales (1901-1974).

12. Leonel Delgado Aburto, “Textualidades de la nacién en el proceso cultural
vanguardista,” Revista de Historia 10:19 (1997). Benedict Anderson has famously defined
the nation as an “imagined community” because “the members of even the smallest
nations will never know most of their fellow-members, meet them, or even hear of them,
yet in the minds of each lives the image of their communion. It is imagined as a commu-
nity because “regardless of the actual inequality and exploitation that may prevail in
each, the nation is always conceived as a deep, horizontal comradeship.” Anderson,
Imagined Communities, 6, 7,

13. As a literary movement, vanguardismo was a reaction against Ibero-American
modernism, of which Rubén Dario (1867-1916) was the foremost exponent. In the 1920s,
vanguard movements, rebelling against what they viewed as the sterile literary context
of modernism, arose in Spanish America and Brazil (where they are known as modern-
ists). Nicaragua is the only Central American country where a cohesive vanguard group
with collective political and literary goals emerged. The poetry of the Nicaraguan
Vanguardia used conversational and colloguial language, free verse, dialogue, and hu-
mor, [t cultivated new “modermn” imagery, including urban and mechanical themes, and
utilized innovative linguistic music drawn from popular and traditional sources. See
Jorge Eduardo Arellano, Entre la tradicidn y la modernidad: EI movimiento nicaragiiense de
vanguardia (San José, Costa Rica: Libro Libre, 1992},
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Because the members of the Vanguardia and the Cofradia played “a
hegemonic role in the intellectual life of the country, to the point that
they controlled its major cultural institutions,” the importance of the
mestizo nationalist discourse they popularized cannot be overesti-
mated." Traces of vanguardismo can be found to this day in school text-
books, the speeches of national politicians, and popular understandings
of national history and identity."

The vanguardistas originally articulated their mestizo nationalism in
response to the threat of cultural absorption posed by direct U.S. military
intervention in Nicaragua in the early twentieth century.® Similar con-
cerns about U.S. imperialism and justifications for intervention derived
from scientific racism also led to the formulation of new national ideolo-
gies (of indigenismo and mestizaje in many cases) in other Latin American
countries at this time. National ideologies of mestizaje that advocated the
fusion of different “races” because it produced a new and superior racial
type, for example, challenged European and North American scientific
theories that unequivocally advocated the superiority of Anglo-Saxon
peoples and inverted the view that racial mixing led to degeneration.”” In
Nicaragua, nationalists like Augusto C. Sandino (the liberal general who
led the armed struggle against U.S. military occupation of Nicaragua, and
whose name the FSLN appropriated in the 1960s), repeatedly called for
the unity of the “indo-Hispanic race” in order to better confront US.

14. Arellano, Entre la tradicidn, 193, Pablo Antonio Cuadra, for instance, edited the
literary supplement of La Prensa, La Prenisa Literaria from 1954 to 2000, and he and other
vanguardistas edited the journals, El pez v la serpiente and Revista conservadora, both
founded in 1960. They also taught at the leading universities and were editorial board
members of the major academic and literary presses.

15. Take for example Pablo Antonio Cuadra’s best-selling essay collection, EI
nicaragiiense, of which thirteen editions have been printed since it was first published in
1968. It is viewed as the definitive account of Nicaraguan-ness, to the point of being
repeatedly cited in a section on national identity in a fifth grade civics textbook in use in
2004, which also suggests that the book be brought to class by the teacher for additional
reading. See Azucena Armijo de Quintanilla and Auralina Salazar Oviedo, El nueno
ciudadano: Texto de moral, civica y urbanidad, quinto grado (Managua: Hispamer, 1999),
102-05, 108-09.

16. Between the arrival of the marines in 1912 and their departure in 1925, U.5. offi-
cials administered almaost all state functions in Nicaragua. The marines returned again
in 1927 after civil war erupted between Conservatives and Liberals, and remained until
1933, when they were withdrawn after Sandino’s successful guerrilla war. Control of
the National Guard (organized in 1927) was given to Nicaraguan officers trained by the
United States.

17. It is worth noting, however, that while a positive depiction of racial mixing chal-
lenged some of the tenets of scientific racism, national ideologies that advocated mestizaje
as a form of “whitening” left intact the basic racist evaluations of European science that
non-whites were inferior, See Nancy Leys Stepan, “The Hour of Eugenics”: Race, Gender,
and Nation in Latin America (Ithaca, NY: Comell University Press, 1991},
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imperialism. Sandino, a contemporary of the vanguardistas—who ardently
admired his struggle—also exalted his indigenous origins at a time when
the latter were emphasizing Indian passivity and predominant Spanish
paternity in the context of mestizaje." Yet Sandino’s ideas did not become
the dominant tropes of Nicaraguan nationalism (at least not until some
aspects of his ideology were selectively appropriated by the Sandinistas
in the 1960s). Instead, the mestizaje of the vanguardistas, who system-
atized different strands of earlier narratives about national history and
identity into a coherent and powerful discourse, would become accepted
as the authoritative vision of Nicaraguan-ness.

The vanguardistas originally found the essence of “true” Nicaraguan
culture in the mestizo peasant of the Pacific and central regions of the
country, a view they continued to espouse in the 1960s, in some of their
most widely read works (such as Pablo Antonio Cuadra’s El nicaragiiense
and Coronel Urtecho's Reflexiones sobre la historia de Nicaragua). The claim
that Nicaragua was an overwhelmingly mestizo nation, the product of a
harmonious mixing process that took place exclusively between Span-
iards and Indians, was thus an enduring element of vanguardismo. This
was true despite certain shifts in the representation of Indians, from
passive recipients of Spanish culture to (almost) equal participants in
mestizaje. Even after the vanguardistas began excavating Nicaragua’s
indigenous past in the 1940s, they still subtly portrayed Spanish contri-
butions to the mixing process as ascendant because they assigned Spain
the masculine role in their gendered representation of mestizaje. Thus,
two key elements of vanguardismo remained consistent over time: one
was the almost complete absence of costefios (and blacks in particular)
from this otherwise exhaustive catalogue of Nicaraguan-ness, and the
other was the use of the trope of mestizaje as harmonious fusion to natu-
ralize and justify mestizo political power.

Mestizaje is portrayed as taking place exclusively between Spaniards
and Indians in vanguardismo, while African contributions are almost
never acknowledged. Pablo Antonio Cuadra, for instance, finds the es-
sence of Nicaraguan-ness in the dual identification with Spanish and
indigenous ancestors who confronted each other during the conquest:

As a young man | was Indian and Spanish,
and [ was wounded simultaneously.

I have a bilingual cry in my two graves
because they sent arrows into my white side
and bullets into my brown pain .. ."

18, See Augusto C. Sandino, “Manifiesto [1 de Julio de 1927]," and "Carta a Froylan
Turcios [10 de Junio de 1928]," in E! Pensamiento pive, rev. ed., ed. Sergio Ramirez
{(Managua, Nicaragua: Editorial Nueva Nicaragua, 1984}, 117, 270-279.

19. Pablo Antonio Cuadra, “Los hijos de Septiembre,” in El nicaragiiense, 15.
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Just as the vanguardistas tended to ignore the participation of people of
African descent in mestizaje, they only rarely identified the contempo-
rary Nicaraguan as an indigenous costefio, and almost never a black
person. Indigenous costefios and blacks are mentioned in less than a
handful of Vanguardia poems from the 1930s, for example, and in only
one of these are Africans claimed as ancestors.” Similarly, of the forty-
three essays collected in El nicaragiiense, indigenous costefios appear only
twice, blacks never. The Atlantic region and two of its indigenous groups
are mentioned briefly in an essay about the country’s geography and
population, while in an essay on Nicaraguans’ wanderlust, Cuadra
claims that Daniel Defoe’s Robinson Crusoe character was in fact based
on the story of an indigenous inhabitant of the Mosquito Coast.”

In addition to the absence of costefios, another constant of
vanguardismo was the notion of mestizaje as harmonious fusion. The
vanguardistas derived their gendered representation of mestizaje from
the conservative ideology of Carlos Cuadra Pasos, a prominent intellec-
tual and leader of the Conservative Party (and Pablo Antonio Cuadra’s
father). According to Cuadra Pasos, mestizaje was a more humane strat-
egy of colonization, one that “little by little eliminates the inferior ele-
ment through absorption, forcing it to a certain degree of servitude,
utilizing it at the same time as a branch for the graft of the conquerors’
stalk, in the sowing of mestizaje.”* In this account the Spanish conquis-
tadores were the active, masculine element; they were the stalks that
engendered the mestizo race. Cuadra Pasos in fact claims that mestizos
are the descendants of the most masculine of the three types of Span-
iards involved in the Conquest, not the priest or the statesman, but the
conquistador, who “penetrated jungles, killed caciques, fought against
Indian men, and impregnated Indian women.”” Meanwhile, Indians
participated in mestizaje only as passive, submissive vessels for Span-
ish seed. Indigenous women were the branches onto which the Spanish
stalk was grafted, they provided nutrients that nourish the new mestizo
people, but did not determine any of their essential characteristics.®
Unions between Indian men and Spanish women were assumed not to

20. Idem, “Carta del joven mosquito a su novia [1930],” and “El negro [1930-1933],"
collected in Poesia I, ed. Pedro Xavier Solis (Managua: Coleccion Cultural de Centro
América, 2003), 57, 130-~132; and Luis Alberto Cabrales, “Canto a los sombrios ancestros
[1932]," reprinted in EI pez v la serpiente 22./23 (Winter 1978 /Summer 1979): 127,

11. Pablo Antonio Cuadra, "El Robinsdn,” and “Poblacion v tiempos,” in El
nicaragiiense, 65-66, 177-178.

22. Carlos Cuadra Pasos, “Los Cuadra: Una hebra en el tejido de la historia de Nicara-
gua,” in Obras, vol. 1 (Managua: Fondo de Promocién Cultural BANIC, 1976), 53.

23. Idem, “El plebiscito de los pueblos hispanos,” in Obras, vol. 2, 693

24, Idem, "Los Cuadra,"” 52-3,
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exist, and Indian men played absolutely no role in Cuadra Pasos’ ac-
count of mestizaje except as the dead victims of heroic Spanish conquer-
ors. Indians served only to “moderate” Spanish “ardor.” The mestizo
temperament, he argued, was “ignited by fierce Spanish blood moder-
ated by indigenous torpidity.” Mestizo Nicaragua was the child of Span-
ish fathers, and only the most traditionally masculine ones at that. As
Cuadra Pasos phrased it “paternity corresponds exclusively to the con-
quistadores.” *

While the vanguardistas at times appeared to adopt Cuadra Pasos’
notion of Indian passivity, they also tended to exalt Nicaragua's ances-
tral indigenous cultures in a way that he did not; what remained con-
stant, however, was the gendering of mestizaje whereby Spain was
assigned the masculine role. In 1929, for example, Coronel Urtecho ech-
oed the idea of mestizaje as absorption of the indigenous element:

Our culture was born with the Conquest. By hook and by crook our Spanish
ancestors subjugated the Indian who was sunken in savagery, and set themselves
the still incomplete task of incorporating the Indian into a superior culture, They
elevated him blood-wise through mixture; they gave him a redemptive religion
and a vast and almost perfect language. Since then the Indian, the criollo, and the
pure Spaniard were on the way to the same inexhaustible culture.™

In contrast, in 1963 Pablo Antonio Cuadra portrayed mestizaje as a pro-
cess entirely devoid of power relations, as fusion on equal terms:

There are two separations which are the premises of Nicaragua's existence as a
cultural entity: the separation of the Spaniard from his native world and the
separation of the indigenous people from their cultural and existential world . ..
Once these two separations take place a simultaneous process of fusion of these
two currents begins and in the measure that this fusion goes indigenizing the
Spaniard and Hispanicizing the Indian in Nicaragua, the new limits of what will
later be known as “Nicaraguan culture” become clearer and more defined. [em-
phasis in original |

Note Cuadra’s use of the term fusion to describe mestizaje, which as a
result, appears to entail equal measures of Hispanicization and
indigenization. Likewise, the “separations” of Indian and Spaniard from
their original cultural and territorial worlds are equated, resulting in
the erasure of the violence and conquest that gave rise to mestizaje. For
Cuadra, however (like his father), the process of mestizaje is gendered
such that Spanish contributions are dominant because they are mascu-
line. Nicaraguan culture, he claims: “is made up of two components.

25. Idem, “El plebiscito de los pueblos hispanos,” 691, 693.

26. José Coronel Urtecho, “Politica y literatura [1929],” quoted in Jorge Eduardo Arellano,
El movimiento de Vanguardia de Nicaragua (Managua: Imprenta Novedades, 1969), 10,

27. Pablo Antonio Cuadra, "Introduccion a la literatura nicaragtense,” in El pez y la
serpiente 4  January 1963), 9.
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For historical and cultural reasons, one of these components was the
passive, feminine, terrestrial sign: the Indian component. The other—
the Spanish—was the active sign, fertile, masculine, oceanic.”*

The use of gender/familial tropes to portray mestizaje as harmoni-
ous fusion in vanguardismo ultimately served to justify mestizo politi-
cal power. As Anne McClintock has noted, the use of familial metaphors
to describe nations (as “fatherlands” and “motherlands,” for example),
is used to naturalize hierarchical relations within what is supposed to
be a community of equals.” The vanguardistas, like Cuadra Pasos, de-
veloped a conservative critique of liberalism and democracy. They be-
lieved that nineteenth-century liberalism had broken the harmonious
patriarchal order of the colonial era by implanting romantic notions of
equality and democracy that were unworkable in Nicaragua, as the con-
tinuous civil wars of the post-independence era demonstrated. The
vanguardistas portrayed the colonial era as a time of peace and har-
mony when the “natural” hierarchies of the domestic and familial spheres
were respected because of religious faith. Basing politics on secular, ab-
stract ideas such as equality and democracy led to the loss of the natural
hierarchies in the political realm that mirrored the natural patriarchal
order of the family; it also led the state to take on an impersonal, irre-
sponsible form that culminated in the loss of its natural authority and
paternal role. In his Reflections on Nicaraguan History, for example, Coronel
Urtecho argued that contrary to the misrepresentations of liberal histo-
rians, the colonial era encompassed “at least two and a half centuries of
internal peace.” Central to that peace were the harmonious race and
gender relations produced by religious faith. He claimed that there was
very little indigenous resistance to the Spanish conquest in Nicaragua,
and the sporadic indigenous uprisings noted in history texts were local-
ized, social phenomena, not true political events. Nicaragua's indigenous
population did not rebel thanks to its conversion to Christianity: “In a
certain fundamental sense it can be said that [after conversion] they
ceased to consider themselves Indians, and saw themselves simply as
Christians. In reality they never liked being called Indians. Only the non-
Christians who inhabited the mountains were Indians for them, whom
they themselves perceived as savages.”" For the vanguardistas the
colonial era was thus not a time of conquest and subjugation of the

28. Ibid., 10.

29. See Anne McClintock, “"No Longer in a Future Heaven: Gender, Race and Nation-
alism,” in Dangerous Ligisons: Gender, Nation, & Postcolonial Perspectives, eds. Anne
MeClintock, Aamir Mufti & Ella Shohat (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press,
1997), 89-112,

3, José Coronel Urtecho, De Gainza a Somoza, Tomo |, Reflexiones sobre la historia de
Nigcaragua (Leon: Editorial Hospicio, 1962), 11-13.
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indigenous population by their Spanish conquerors; it was an idyllic
era of peace and harmonious coexistence, where everyone knew and
followed their “natural” place in the social and political order.

The vanguardistas thus claimed that authoritarian politics was a natu-
ral and necessary outgrowth of national history, which explains the ap-
parently paradoxical shift in their support from Sandino to Anastasio
Somoza Garcia. Coronel Urtecho argued in 1932, for example, that: “Dic-
tatorship is the natural political system of post-independence Nicara-
gua.”” He emphatically claimed that: “Nicaragua requires being
governed by a free, strong, and lasting personal authority. . . . We need a
man who will organize Nicaragua, a man! We need a dictator.”* For the
vanguardistas the centrifugal tendencies of Nicaraguan politics in the
post-independence era could only be controlled by a strong state backed
by a strong army. Their search for a benevolent, nationalist dictator led
them first to support Sandino, whose opposition to U.S. intervention
they shared. Ironically, however, after Sandino was assassinated in 1934
by order of Somoza, the Jefe Director of the National Guard, the
vanguardistas shifted their support to Somoza, and they formed the
Grupo Reaccionario to support his candidacy in the 1936 elections.™ Most
of the vanguardistas later recanted their support for Somoza, In the
meantime, however (as Coronel Urtecho later acknowledged), they had
“no doubt helped to establish the dynastic regime of the Somozas.”*
This is not to suggest that there is a necessary relationship between na-
tionalism and authoritarianism. But once a group articulates a national-
ist discourse that portrays dictatorship as more than an expedient
solution to the country’s problems—as a cultural and spiritual neces-
sity—the ideology becomes available as a legitimating force for authori-
tarian political projects. Given this and other elements of vanguardismo,

31. Urtecho, “Contestacion de Coronel Urtecho,” quoted in Arellano Entre la tradicidn, 110,

32. Urtecho, “La propaganda moscovita,” quoted in Arellano, Entre la tradicidn, 187.

33. In 1938 three reactionaries ran as candidates of a dissident faction of the Conserva-
tive Party, the Partido Conservador Nacionalista, in elections for a Constituent Assem-
bly convened by Somoza and his supporters. The reactionary deputies (including Pablo
Antonio Cuadra and Coronel Urtecho)} supported constitutional reforms to make Somoza
president for life. By 1941, however, Somoza controlled a wing of the Liberal Party and
no longer needed the support of the reactionaries. Moreover, their outspoken antidemao-
cratic stance was becoming a liability for him with the United States. In 1940 they were
tried for espousing propaganda contrary to the fundamental institutions of the state,
When Micaragua entered World War 11 in 1941 the expression of fascist ideas was pro-
hibited. By then the reactionaries had outlived their usefulness to Somoza and had ceased
political activity. See Knut Walter, The Regime of Anastasio Somoza, 1936-1956 (Chapel
Hill: The University of North Carolina Press, 1993), 100,

3. Urtecho, “Tres conferencias a la empresa privada,” quoted in Arellano, Entre la

tradicidn, 152,
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it is ironic that the movement is the “beloved enemy” of its ideclogical
foe, Sandinismo.”

BELOVED ENEMIES: SANDINISMO AND VANGUARDISMO

The suturing over of racial heterogeneity and class conflict in order
to justify patriarchal mestizo political power is not surprising in a vari-
ant of nationalism formulated by conservative elites. One would thus
expect there to be a stark opposition between vanguardismo and
Sandinismo, the revolutionary ideology articulated by the Marxist FSLN
in the 1960s. Indeed, in contrast to vanguardismo, Sandinismo empha-
sized the violent nature of the Spanish colonial enterprise, and the im-
portance of indigenous ancestry to contemporary mestizo national
identity. Instead of focusing on the role of the Spanish conquistador,
Sandinismo highlighted the Indian’s heroic resistance to colonization as
the true foundation of their national identity. Sandinismo thus contested
the myths of harmonious mestizaje, indigenous passivity, and colonial
peace that were central elements of vanguardismo. Yet, as we shall see,
there are also important continuities between Sandinismo and
vanguardismo, in spite of their ideological opposition. They are in fact
"beloved enemies,” because Sandinismo simul taneously contested some
elements of vanguardismo while incorporating others, notably the idea
that Nicaragua is an overwhelmingly mestizo nation.

The FSLN's omission of issues of race (and gender) is generally at-
tributed to its orthodox class analysis. But Sandinismo departed from
orthodox Marxism in significant ways, as the adoption of Sandino as a
national symbol through which to advance the revolutionary class
struggle in Nicaragua indicates.” Moreover, Sandinismo was by no
means a monolithic ideology, as illustrated by the disagreements be-

35. In fact, the vanguardistas initially portrayed the Sandinista revolution as a con-
tinuation of their own cultural and political struggles. In a special 1979 journal issue
that was dedicated to the fifty-year anniversary of the vanguardia movement, for in-
stance, Pablo Antonio Cuadra noted that the anniversary “coincided with the triumph
of our Sandinista Revolution, liberator of our patria.” See “50 afios del movimiento de
vanguardia de Nicaragua," El pez y la serpiente 22/23.

36. The FSLN was founded in 1961 by a collection of Marxist student groups disen-
chanted with the Nicaraguan Socialist Party. Carlos Fonseca Amador, a founder of the
movement who indelibly shaped Sandinismo, believed that for a socialist revolution to
be successful it had to be portrayed as arising from national history. The FSLN sought to
do this by linking the Marxist cause to Sandino’s anti-imperialist struggle in the 1920s
and 1930s, but the neo-Sandinismo of the 1960s is quite distinct from Sandino’s own
ideclogy. The FSLN's selective reinvention of Sandino, for instance, emphasized his class
analysis and downplayed his references to “la raza indo-Hispana.” See Matilde
Zimmerman, Sandinista: Carlos Fonseca and the Nicaraguan Revolution (Durham, NC: Duke
University Press, 2000).
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tween the three tendencias of the movement in the 1970s.*” The
Sandinistas’ typical Marxist focus on class at the expense of race was
not the only reason they were not prepared to or initially failed to con-
front challenges from costefios. Instead, as a number of scholars have
noted, the Sandinistas” mestizo nationalism ultimately made them ill
equipped to deal with questions of race.” In this regard the Sandinistas
were the heirs of the vanguardistas. Sandinismo was another variant of
official mestizo nationalism because, despite the disagreements over
revolutionary strategy between the movement’s different tendencias,
they all shared vanguardismo’s silence about blacks, and its claim that
contemporary Nicaraguan identity was mestizo.

Sandinismo (like vanguardismo) generally did not acknowledge the
presence of black Nicaraguans and costefios. Moreover, in the few in-
stances when their presence was noted, they were often identified as
potentially divisive agents of imperial foreign powers such as Britain
and the United States. The FSLN's only significant discussion of race
before attaining power is in a section of its “Programa historico” (origi-
nally published in 1969) entitled “The Atlantic Coast Will Be Integrated
and Developed.” In it costenios are referred to as “our brothers of the
Atlantic” and the “hateful discrimination” to which indigenous and black
costefios are subject is denounced. Under the FSLN, the Atlantic Coast
would be “truly incorporated and developed along with the rest of the
country,” and the flowering of costefios’ “traditional cultural values”
would be encouraged.” While the FSLN's acknowledgement of racism

37. They were the guerra popular prolongada faction, the tendencia proletaria, and the
insurrecionalistas or terceristas. Carlos Fonseca, one of the FSLN's founders, initially ar-
gued that a socialist revolution would resolve the fundamental antagonism between the
bourgepisie on the one hand, and exploited workers and peasants, on the other hand.
But Ricardo Morales Avilés argued that because there were cleavages within both the
bourgenisie and the popular forces, the objective conditions for revolution were not
present, and a prolonged people’s war was necessary. Jaime Wheelock, in contrast, ar-
gued that the strategy of a prolonged people’s war in the countryside was irrelevant to
the fundamental confrontation between a growing industrial proletariat and the depen-
dent bourgeoisie of the major urban centers. The insurrecionalistas, led by Humberto
Ortega, argued that there were contradictions within both the bourgeoisie, and between
the bourgeoisie as a class and workers and peasants; the strategy should therefore be to
lead a nationwide general insurrection that combined a prolonged people’s war in the
countryside, guerrilla warfare in the cities, and the mobilization of middle class opposi-
tion to Somoza. The differences between the three fendencias were resolved in 1977, when
the terceristas gained control of the FSLN.

38. My analysis here follows the work of scholars such as Edmund T. Gordon, Jeffrey
Gould, and Charles K. Hale, all of whom established the similarities between Sandinismo
and the nationalist discourses that preceded it with respect to the erasure of black and
indigenous Nicaraguans as contemporary political agents (see n. 3 above),

39. “Programa historico del FSLN,” in Humberto Ortega Saavedra, 50 aftos de lucha
Sandinista (Havana, Cuba: Editorial de Ciencias Sociales, 1980), 199,
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in the “Programa historico” is noteworthy, the document also echoes
dominant views that Nicaraguan nationals held of costefios. As Gordon
and Hale have both noted, costefios” association with Britain, and later
the United States, made them appear “foreign” to Sandinistas who iden-
tified “authentic” Nicaraguan culture with an indigenous past and a
mestizo present.* Insofar as the Atlantic Coast is discussed in Sandinismo
then, it is in terms of ending the economic exploitation of the region by
foreign capital, the development of the region’s natural resources, and
its integration with the rest of the nation.

While the Sandinistas shared vanguardismo’s silence about costenos,
and blacks in particular, the FSLN categorically rejected vanguardista
portrayals of mestizaje as harmonious fusion, and the concomitant de-
nial of class conflict. In Raices indigenas de la lucha anticolonialista en
Nicaragiia, for example, Jaime Wheelock (a member of the National Di-
rectorate of the FSLN)* rejects Pablo Antonio Cuadra’s claim that “Nica-
raguan history begins with a dialogue between a conquistador and an
Indian cacique.” The use of the term “dialogue” signals the harmonious
nature of mestizaje, its portrayal as a meeting of two cultures, not the
conquest of one by the other. In contrast, Wheelock argues that Nicara-
guan “history began with the fierce struggle of the Indian against the
Spanish colonizer, which was sustained—without any dialogue—dur-
ing the three centuries of Iberian domination.”* For Wheelock,
vanguardista accounts of national history that omitted any mention of
indigenous resistance to Spanish colonization served the purpose of eras-
ing the violence and class conflict inherent to the process. “The need to
construct an ideology that justified the appropriation of land, labor, and
as a result, power,” Wheelock argued, had given rise in Nicaragua to a
kind of “culture of the colonized.”* Following Fanon, Wheelock claimed
that vanguardismo’s identification of Nicaraguan mestizo identity with
Spanish paternity was an example of the colonized adopting the

40. Gordon, Disparate Diasporas, 142-147. Costefios identified with Britain and later
the United States, for both historical /cultural and economic/employment reasons. Fol-
lowing the departure of the British, the United States’ economic presence in the region
became increasingly important, especially in the early twentieth century, with the ar-
rival of lumber and, later, mining and banana companies. Additionally, Moravian mis-
sionaries, who during the first half of the twentieth century hailed mainly from the
United States, provided many of the basic services (such as education and health) that
the Nicaraguan state neglected. See also, Hale, Resistance and Contradiction,

41. Although Wheelock belonged to the tendencia proletaria, the claim that Indians be-
came mestizo peasants during the nineteenth century is shared by Fonseca and other
Sandinistas, as is the view that Micaraguan identity owed more to indigenous anteced-
ents than Spanish heritage.

42. Jaime Wheelock Romidn, Raifces indigenas de o lucha anticolonialista en Nicaragua
(Mexico: Siglo Veintiuno Editores, 1974), 1.

43. Ibid., 2.
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colonizer’s point of view.* The idealization of the manly, heroic figure
of the conquistador, he argues, served to conceal the brutal nature of the
colonial enterprise to the point that “frequently indigenous America is
portrayed as overcome by the desire to throw herself, crazy with love,
on the courageous and proud conqueror.”* Just as rape and conquest
thus become consensual heterosexual romances, vanguardista portray-
als of the hacienda as “a center of luminous sanctity and monastic tran-
quility, where owners and servants are united by a supposedly sacred
patriarchal loyalty,” illustrate the way the tropes of harmonious mixing
and colonial peace displace the true nature of the relationship between
Indians and conquerors.* The myth of harmonious mestizaje, despite
its conciliatory tone, served to occlude and justify the new forms of ex-
ploitation that the heirs of Spain’s colonial enterprise implemented af-
ter independence. Vanguardismo not only failed to acknowledge the
existence of class contradictions and economic exploitation; it actively
sought to erase them."

In contrast to vanguardismo, Sandinismo imagined a national iden-
tity in which the dominant ancestor was the Indian, not the Spaniard.*
Daniel Ortega, president of Nicaragua from 1984 to 1990 and a member
of the FSLN's National Directorate, clearly stated the Sandinistas’ vi-
sion of Nicaraguan identity in a 1981 speech:

From the moment when that clash took place in the colonial era between the
congueror who came to dominate and colonize . . . in our countries since then a
heroic, titanic struggle has been taking place, a resistance in order not to be
crushed by the different colonizing currents that have hurled themselves con-
tinually against our population, colonizing currents that have sought to negate
our identity . . . The congueror was not able to crush us and make our own identity
disappear, instead, our oun identity imposed itself over the colonizer and in spite of his
presence, our people were able to maintain a permanent presence of our roots. [empha-
sis added]”

Sandinismo thus rejected vanguardismo’s insistence on the dominant
Spanish paternity of Nicaragua’s mestizo culture, and valued Indians
as ancestors. The Sandinistas also contested vanguardista notions of

44. In Fanon's terms it is the identification of the native with the settler. See Frantz
Fanon, "Concerning Violence,” in The Wretched of the Earth (New York: Grove Press,
1963), 35-106.

45. Wheelock, Raices indigenas, 4.

46. Ibid., 51.

47. Tbid., 8-9.

48, A good example of this is Gioconda Belli's work of historical fiction, La mujer habitada
{Managua: Editorial Vanguardia, 1988).

49. Daniel Ortega, "La revolucidn es creatividad, imaginacion,” in Hacia una politica
cultural de la revolucidn popular Sandinista, Bayardo Arce et al. (Managua: Ministerio de
Cultura, 1982), 88,
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indigenous passivity. Wheelock, for instance, recovers colonial-era in-
digenous uprisings dismissed by Coronel Urtecho and other
vanguardistas and portrays them as early examples of both class struggle
and anti-imperialism.™ As Gould and Hale have both noted, however,
despite their rediscovery of indigenous resistance as an anti-imperialist
precedent, the Sandinistas did not necessarily view Indians as contem-
porary actors with agency.”

In fact, notwithstanding their emphasis on indigenous resistance to
Spanish colonialism, the Sandinistas adopted the vanguardista claim
that contemporary Nicaraguans were mestizo and had been so since the
colonial era. Carlos Fonseca (one of the founders of the FSLN), for ex-
ample, claimed with regards to what is known as the “war of the Indi-
ans” of Matagalpa in 1881 that “even though it is known as the "War of
the Indians’ . . . [the people in question] are not precisely Indians, but mes-
tizo peasants who speak Spanish and do not retain their autochthonous
language, although racially they present a dominant indigenous origin
. . .Jlemphasis added].” Fonseca denies the indigenousness of the pro-
tagonists, who he claims were really mestizo peasants. Wheelock like-
wise describes the revolt as “one of the most explosive class struggles
that Nicaragua has ever seen.”™ This eliding of indigenous rebellions
with mestizo peasant struggles is symptomatic of the Sandinistas’ adopt-
ing the premise that Nicaragua had been a mestizo country long before
the twentieth century, and of their desire to find antecedents of class
struggle for their movement. They believed that indigenous groups had
become proletarianized peasants. Wheelock, for instance, claimed that
indigenous identity disappeared in the nineteenth century as a result of
the destruction of the indigenous community. “The break-up of indig-
enous communal lands resulted in the separation of the Indian from his
communal plot, and cast him into the wage labor market, transforming
him into an agricultural worker. A new historical subject was thus born that
was more capable of destroying the system of oligarchic exploitation at its foun-
dations [emphasis added].”™ For Sandinismo, mestizo peasants, not In-
dians, were the protagonists of twentieth-century nationalist struggles.

50. Wheelack, Raices indigenas, 89, 107. During the struggle for independence Indians
allied themselves with the oppressed classes of the colonial system, Wheelock argues,
and after it “they continued fighting motivated by then by an instinctive class conscious-
ness, making common cause with the advanced sectors of society whenever these con-
fronted the fundamentally exploitative classes,” 89,

51. Hale, Resistance and Contradiction, 89-94; Gould, To Die i This Way, 273-79,

52. Carlos Fonseca Amador, "Viva Sandino,” in Obras, vol. 2, Viea Sandine, ed. Instituto
de Estudios del Sandinismo (Managua, Nicaragua: Editorial Nueva Nicaragua, 1985),
3

53. Wheelock, 89.

54. Ibid., 113,
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In contrast to vanguardismo, Sandinismo found an “authentic” Nicara-
guan identity rooted in indigenous resistance to imperialism and class
exploitation, but this new nation was still mestizo.

INEVITABLE COMPATRIOTS: COSTENOS AND MESTIZO MULTICULTURALISM

Black and indigenous costefios had generally not participated in the
revolutionary armed struggle to overthrow the Somoza dictatorship, but
they initially welcomed the Sandinistas’ triumph in July 1979 because
they believed that it would allow them to realize their long-held de-
mands for self-government.” But costefios and Sandinistas quickly came
into conflict when the FSLN sent mestizos from the Pacific to govern the
region, many of whom the local population perceived as arrogant and
racist.* The FSLN did agree to the formation of an independent organi-
zation, MISURASATA (Miskitu, Sumu, Rama, and Sandinista together),
to represent costenos in 1979, Between 1979 and 1980 MISURASATA
obtained agreements from the national government regarding natural
resource management and bilingual education on the Atlantic Coast,
but MISURASATA's initial support of the Sandinistas turned into active
resistance by 1981, when it called on the FSLN to recognize the “aborigi-
nal” rights of the “indigenous nations” of the Atlantic Coast. The FSLN
accused the organization of separatism and disbanded it, which led some
of MISURASATA's leadership and its Miskitu followers to forge alli-
ances with the contras (the counterrevolutionary guerrilla forces sup-
ported by the United States) in their armed struggle against the Sandinista
state. By 1984 the Atlantic Coast was a war zone, and accusations of
human rights violations against costefios had damaged the FSLN's in-
ternational image.

But a faction of the exiled Miskitu groups fighting alongside the
contras claimed that their struggle was not against the revolution per
se, but in favor of indigenous communal lands and self-government.®

55. Six distinct ethno-racial groups inhabit the Atlantic Coast today: the Miskitu,
Mayagna (or Sumo), Rama, Creoles, Garifuna, and mestizos. The Miskitu, Mayagna,
and Rama are indigenous peoples, while Creoles and Garifuna are of African descent.

56. This article is primarily about mestizo self-making practices. | do not discuss costefio
atternpts to contest mestizo discourses in detail here. While this is certainly an impor-
tant topic, | focus on mestizo discourses because they by and large determine the way
that national actors interpret costefio struggles for rights,

57. Despite its name MISURASATA's ability to represent the interests of all costefios
was debaltable, as it was an almost exclusively Miskitu organization.

58. When MISURASATA was dissolved in 1981, two indigenous armed organizations
were formed. One, MISURA, was openly allied with the United States—financed contras,
the other, which kept the name MISURASATA, took a more moderate position. MISURA
developed a much more clearly anticommunist stance than MISURASATA, and accused
the Sandinistas of being undemocratic.
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The claim eventually led the FSLN to realize that the nature of the con-
flict on the Atlantic Coast was primarily regional rather than ideologi-
cal, and that it could not be resolved militarily. A political solution was
needed.” The FLSN declared an amnesty for any costefios that had par-
ticipated in anti-Sandinista activities and began peace negotiations with
moderate Miskitu organizations that resulted in separate peace accords
in 1985. One of the central elements of the peace negotiations was the
enactment of multicultural citizenship reforms that would fulfill costefio
demands for self-government. Many of the collective rights sought by
costefios (but short of MISURASATA's demand for an autonomous in-
digenous territory) were incorporated into the new constitution that the
National Assembly approved in 1986. They include: the right to “pre-
serve and develop their cultural identity within national unity,” to re-
gional autonomy, to “live and develop under forms of organization that
correspond to their historical and cultural traditions,” to bilingual edu-
cation, and to “the preservation of their cultures, languages, religions
and customs.” The constitution also recognized costefios’ rights to the
communal ownership of land, and to “the enjoyment, use and benefit of
the waters and forests of their communal lands."”*

The approval of multicultural policies in 1986 would thus appear to
mark a historical moment when the official mestizo nationalisms articu-
lated by both vanguardistas and Sandinistas had been superseded or dis-
carded. Yet in practice costefios have not been able to fully implement
regional autonomy and other collective rights adopted in 1986. The cen-
ter-right administrations of Violeta Chamorro (1990-1995), Arnoldo
Aleman (1996-2001), and Enrique Bolarios (2002-present) that succeeded
the FSLN after its electoral defeat in 1990 have embraced neoliberal poli-
cies and generally been hostile to the multicultural citizenship rights ap-
proved during the Sandinista regime. Regional governments have been
consistently elected since 1990, but they have had little power because
they depend on the central government for financing of their day-to-day
operations. By allotting the regional governments basically symbolic bud-
gets or withholding funds entirely, the central government can render
regional governments inoperable and facilitate political co-optation. At
the same time, however, other collective rights such as bilingual and in-
tercultural education and the rhetorical recognition of the multicultural
and multiracial character of the Nicaraguan state have been respected (if
not embraced). Since 1986, Costefios have also won important victories
strengthening existing multicultural citizenship provisions, such as the
passage of a long-awaited land demarcation law to title communal lands.

54. Manuel Ortega Hegg, interview by the author, Managua, Nicaragua, 13 January
1999,
60. Constitucion politica de Nicaragua (Managua: Editorial el Amanecer, 1987), 30, 56-57.
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It is important to note, however, that these gains have come as a result of
costefio political mobilization and have faced considerable resistance from
central governments.”' The difficulties costerios have faced in trying to
implement the multicultural citizenship provisions adopted in 1986 sug-
gest that what has taken place in Nicaragua is not a decisive break with
the past, but the persistence of official mestizo nationalisms that continue
to hinder the full political inclusion of costefios as such.

This apparently contradictory outcome—the adoption of multicultural
policies on the one hand, and their incomplete implementation on the
other hand—can only be understood by analyzing the nationalist dis-
courses that authorized and legitimated the particular state arrangements
that costefios sought (and continue to seek) to transform in Nicaragua.
This is not to suggest that costefios” inability to attain full self-govern-
ment since 1987 can be attributed solely to the persistence of ideologies
of mestizo nationalism without reference to geopolitical realities that
have also undeniably shaped these outcomes, however. One must con-
sider that the Sandinistas adopted multicultural citizenship reforms in
the context of a civil war with U.S.-backed contra forces in the 1980s, as
well as the general reluctance of central governments (of any ideologi-
cal persuasion) to devolve decision-making powers to subnational units,
for example. Costefios themselves also bear some responsibility for the
problems with the implementation of multicultural rights; regional poli-
ticians have displayed the same susceptibility to corruption, internal
squabbling, and inefficiency as their counterparts at the national level.
Yet, I argue that official nationalist discourses that deny or obscure the
existence of black and indigenous costefios continue to justify mestizo
political power and thereby delegitimize the very basis of multicultural
citizenship rights and impede their implementation.

The adoption of collective rights for costefios in Nicaragua in the 1980s
would appear to have required, if not the abandonment, at least radical
reformulations of official mestizo nationalisms. Yet a careful analysis
of the 1986 debates in the National Assembly regarding the adoption of
multicultural policies reveals both the persistence of central tenets
of both vanguardismo and Sandinismo, and the emergence of a new
version of official mestizo nationalism, mestizo multiculturalism, that
exhibits important continuities with its predecessors. While the approval

61. The land demarcation law is an excellent case in point. It was only approved by
the National Assembly in 2003, sixteen years after costefio communal land rights were
recognized in the constitution, in order to comply with a 2001 ruling by the Inter-Ameri-
can Human Rights Court against the Nicaraguan state in a case brought by the Mayagna
community of Awas Tingni. The court ruled in favor of Awas Tingni, requiring that the
government demarcate and title the communal lands of all costefio communities mak-
ing land claims,
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of multicultural rights for costefios did not necessarily mean that the
central claims of previously dominant mestizo nationalist discourses
were abandoned, a certain amount of ideological change was required
in order for such provisions to be adopted. This ideological shift is best
illustrated by the emergent discourse of mestizo multiculturalism, which
abandons vanguardista and Sandinista claims that every Nicaraguan
citizen is biologically or culturally mestizo and acknowledges the nation’s
racial and cultural diversity, that is, the presence of black and indig-
enous costefios. At the same time, however, this recognition occurs in
the context of a nation that a majority of non-costefio Nicaraguans, and
political elites in particular, still envision as mestizo. Ideologies of
mestizaje, even as they posita homogenous identity in the present, con-
tain within them an acknowledgement of prior heterogeneity (in the
form of the different groups that participate in the mixing process). In
mestizo multiculturalism this nominal recognition of diversity is ex-
tended to the present, but without a simultaneous reimagining of na-
tional identity in general, such that the presence of costefios can still
only be legitimately recognized insofar as it placed in the context of an
ongoing process of mestizaje. But while mestizo multiculturalism gained
ground in the 1990s, it did not seamlessly supplant vanguardismo and
Sandinismo. Instead, we see in contemporary Nicaragua the sometimes-
uneasy coexistence of different variants of official mestizo nationalism
that continue to determine costends’ access to citizenship.

The debates about multicultural citizenship reform that occurred in
the National Assembly in 1986 attest to the persistence of official mes-
tizo nationalism in Nicaragua. Proponents as well as opponents of
multicultural rights used arguments drawn directly from vanguardismo
and Sandinismo to support their respective positions. Once the FSLN
decided to support collective rights for costefios as part of the effort to
pacify the Atlantic Coast their adoption was virtually assured, since the
Sandinistas held a significant majority in the National Assembly. Of a
total of ninety-eight deputies in the Assembly, sixty-one were Sandinistas,
twenty-nine belonged to center-right parties (fourteen to the Conserva-
tive Democratic Party, nine to the Independent Liberal Party, and six to
the Popular Social Christian Party), and six to orthodox Marxist parties
(two each from the Nicaraguan Communist Party, the Nicaraguan So-
cialist Party, and the Marxist-Leninist Movement for Popular Action). A
60 percent majority was needed to ratify an article, and 48 articles in the
new constitution were approved unanimously, 117 articles with the sup-
port of 80 percent of the deputies, 19 articles with 70 percent, and 18
articles with 60 percent. In addition, all three costefio legislators in the
Assembly had been elected on the Sandinista ticket (as part of its effort
to end the conflict on the Atlantic Coast, the FSLN had recruited costefios
to run as regional candidates in the 1984 elections). The debates in the
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Assembly about multicultural rights might thus be dismissed as token
exercises in pluralism given that the final outcome was all but assured,
but there were in fact enormous changes at stake in these discussions
regarding both the terms of costefio political inclusion and the very con-
tent and meaning of Nicaraguan-ness. Moreover, not only were there
limits to Sandinista support for multicultural rights, but opposition to
and support for such rights appears to have been determined less by
political ideology than by adherence to different tenets of official mes-
tizo nationalism, be it vanguardismo or Sandinismo.

Legislators from the Atlantic Coast argued that Nicaragua would only
really become a democracy when the existence of costefios was formally
recognized and past histories of internal colonialism and racial exclu-
sion were abandoned. Dorotea Wilson, a Sandinista, creole legislator,
claimed that including the phrase “the people of Nicaragua are by na-
ture multi-ethnic” in the constitution would signal a new way of con-
ceiving of national unity that was not dependent on the myth of mestizo
homogeneity.* It would remedy the traditional understanding, in Nica-
ragua and the rest of Latin America, of “unity as excluding any element
of diversity and plurality and therefore as synonymous with uniformity,
homogeneity.” In contrast, Wilson argued, costefios believed that “unity
is possible within diversity.”*

But multicultural citizenship reforms, including the recognition of
the country’s cultural and racial diversity, faced opposition from non-
costefio, non-Sandinista legislators on both the left and the right. Deputy
Allan Zambrana of the Nicaraguan Communist Party, for example, ar-
gued that an article whose sole purpose was the recognition of racial
diversity was “entirely unimportant,” and “irrelevant.”* Others claimed
that race had no bearing on citizenship. As Carlos Cuadra Pasos of the
Marxist-Leninist Movement for Popular Action put it, “In order to ex-
press concrete political interests one does not have to be white or black, since the
color of one’s skin or hair or the fact of having a particular racial ancestry do not
have a specific political effect” [emphasis added].** Cuadra Pasos and his
fellow Marxists criticized myths of harmonious mestizaje for glossing
over class conflict, but they could not see how these myths also obscured
racial difference and racism. For some non-costefio legislators the rec-
ognition of racial diversity threatened national unity. In order to fore-
stall concerns about separatism, costefio representatives suggested that
the wording of Article 89 be changed from, “the Communities of the
Atlantic Coast are an integral part of the Nicaraguan people,” to

62. Asamblea Nacional, Sesidén Constituyente, Diario de Debates 2, no. 3 (1986), 9.
63. Ibid., 365.
64. Ihid., 371.
65. Thid., 368.
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“the Communities of the Atlantic Coast are an indivisible part of the
Nicaraguan people.” But even such changes did not satisfy non-costefio
representatives who opposed any deviation from the myth of mestizo
uniformity. Representative Eduardo Molina Palacios of the Conserva-
tive Democratic Party, for example, urged the National Assembly to “con-
sider the dangers that could present themselves against our own national
identity, as a result of a certain tendency of these communities of the
Atlantic Coast to autarky or secession, the former understood as the
power to govern oneself.”*

The way in which ideas about national history and identity entrenched
by official mestizo nationalism served to restrict the extension of
multicultural rights is especially clear in the discussions about who the
recipients of these rights should be. The term “indigenous peoples” that
had been used in early drafts of the constitution was replaced by “com-
munities of the Atlantic Coast” in the final version. Both the FSLN, con-
cerned about the more extensive set of rights implied by the use of the
term pueblos, and Creoles, concerned that it might be construed in a way
that applied only to indigenous groups and excluded black costenos,
supported this change. When non-costefio, non-5andinista legislators
sought to revert to the term pueblo in order to extend collective rights to
indigenous groups outside the Atlantic Coast both costefio and
Sandinista legislators objected to the proposal. Indigenous costefio leg-
islators feared that the specificity of their experiences would be diluted
within a broader category encompassing all the country’s indigenous
groups. Ronas Dolores Green (a Mayagna Sandinista deputy), for in-
stance, argued that because indigenous costenos had preserved their
culture and customs, and had historically been isolated from the rest of
Nicaragua, they “face a very different situation” from Indians in other
regions of the country.”” For Green, including costefios in articles that
applied to all indigenous Nicaraguans would have unfairly and inaccu-
rately assumed a homogeneous indigenous experience. To non-costefio
legislators accustomed to hearing vanguardista and Sandinista claims
about the indigenous ancestry of contemporary mestizo Nicaraguans,
however, it seemed only logical that indigenous groups in the Pacific
and Central regions should gain the same rights as costefios.

The proposal to extend multicultural rights to non-costefio indigenous
groups was ultimately defeated, in large part due to the FSLN's opposi-
tion. As the party in power, the FSLN obviously had very good reasons
for wishing to restrict the number of groups being awarded special col-
lective rights. The discussions surrounding the proposal nevertheless
illustrate the way that certain key tenets of official mestizo nationalism

66. Asamblea Nacional, Sesion Constituyente, Diariv de Debates 6, no. 7 (1986), 55,
67. Ibid., 60.
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shaped the contours of multicultural rights in Nicaragua. In some ways
the fact that costefios had always stood outside the mestizo norm facili-
tated the adoption of collective rights in their case. The existence of
costefios may have been erased in official mestizo nationalisms, but that
silence was precisely a result of the fact that they were black and indig-
enous and undeniably not mestizos. For example, Domingo Sanchez
Salgado of the Nicaraguan Socialist Party, a proponent of the extension
of collective rights to non-costefio indigenous groups, claimed that the
reason the proposal faced such opposition was that

this type of Indian of the indigenous communities . . . from the Pacific, unfortu-
nately only has one type of physiognomy, there are no blacks, no cobrizos, they
speak only a broken Spanish. They do not speak other languages; they do not
speak English as the majority of those ethnicities on the Atlantic Coast do...that

is what has become apparent.*

As Sanchez suggests, extending multicultural rights to indigenous
groups in Central and Pacific Nicaragua would have required recogniz-
ing that these groups had not disappeared, as both vanguardismo and
Sandinismo claimed, but in fact continued to exist.

The main argument that Sandinista deputies marshaled against ex-
tending collective rights to indigenous groups in Central and Pacific
Nicaragua was in fact the claim (central to Sandinismo) that mestizaje
was so advanced in those regions that there were no Indians left. Carlos
Nunez Téllez, the President of the National Assembly and a member of
the FSLN's National Directorate, claimed that Indians outside the At-
lantic Coast “are in the process of extinction . . . because finding them-
selves in . . . regions of the country whose socio-economic development
throughout all these years has been more accelerated, they have . . . passed
from the condition of craft-based [production] to the process of economic
and social insertion.” Indigenous communities outside the Atlantic
Coast did not deserve protection from the state, Nufiez argued, because
they were not “real” Indians anymore. Another Sandinista legislator,
Alejandro Serrano Bravo, likewise claimed that “what we call indigenous
communities on the Pacific . . . are no longer anything but groups of
peasants that preserve some traditions, some cultural ties, but are not
per se united by that powerful ethnic-cultural tie, as are our brothers
from the Atlantic.”™

Non-Sandinista opponents of the extension of collective rights to in-
digenous groups outside the Atlantic Coast similarly deployed
vanguardista claims about prior indigenous absorption into Spanish

68. Ibid., 719.
69. Ibid., 64.
70. Ibid., 64-65.
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culture. For representative Gerardo Alfaro of the Conservative Demo-
cratic Party, for example, loss of indigenous identity was signaled by
Indians’ adoption of Spanish customs. “I have not seen in the rivers of
the Pacific our women bathing with a piece of cloth around their waists
and naked from there on up,” he declared, “I have not seen that cus-
tom—so pure in the Indians of the Atlantic—in the Pacific. To the con-
trary, in the Pacific they say that in times past women used to wear up to
seven skirts to cover their bodies, and that is not an indigenous custom,
that is influenced by Spanish culture.”” For Alfaro, the primitive sensu-
ality of indigenous women, undistorted by Catholic sexual mores is a
marker of indigenous identity, which is embodied not by the use of tra-
ditional clothing or traje but by “undress.” Even non-Sandinista sup-
porters of the proposal to revert to the use of the term “pueblo” echoed
vanguardista notions that Indians would be “civilized” by contact with
Nicaragua's Hispanic culture. Eduardo Coronado Pérez of the Indepen-
dent Liberal Party, for example, argued that while the existence of in-
digenous communities outside the Atlantic Coast should be recognized,
“there will always be better spaces, better means to take civilization and
culture to them and integrate them completely as citizens, like any white,
mestizo, black, Chinese citizen that lives in Nicaragua.”™

If the debates about multicultural citizenship rights illustrate the per-
sistence of older versions of official mestizo nationalism (namely
vanguardismo and Sandinismo), they also reveal the emergence of a
new variant of this discourse, mestizo multiculturalism, which simulta-
neously recognizes the nation’s racial and cultural diversity and
reinscribes it within the trope of mestizaje. Many non-costeno legisla-
tors, for example, understood collective rights whose intent was to rec-
ognize the specific identities of black and indigenous costenos as
acknowledgements of mestizaje. Danilo Aguirre Solis of the FSLN, for
example, claimed that the article acknowledging Nicaragua’'s multi-
ethnic character, “besides recuperating racial mixing . . . completes the
definition of our racial origin, of our ethnic origin in which we find Car-
ibbean elements, racial mixing, and the ethnicities of the Atlantic Coast
... the article such as it stands is beautiful; it gathers great traditions not
only of the Atlantic Coast but also of mestizaje.”” Aguirre’s remarks are
an excellent example of the discourse of “mestizo multiculturalism,”
whose defining feature is the acknowledgement of the existence of
costefios at the same time as this recognition is cast as part of the mestizaje
that characterizes Nicaraguan history and identity. Thus, an August 2004
tribute to Nicaraguan regional music featured no costefio artists, but

71. Thid,, 67-69.
72. Ibid., 70
73. Asamblea Nacional, Sesion Constituyente, Diario de Debates 2, no. 3, 376-77.
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did include a Miskitu song performed by artists from the Pacific, and
the repeated use of the following phrase: “somos mestizos, con una gran
diversidad cultural. Somos un pais multilingiie y multiracial.” Likewise,
contemporary arguments that the central government should understand
and respect regional autonomy as an instance of decentralization that is
crucial to democratic governance overlook the fact that costeno demands
for self-government are partly rooted in the desire to preserve non-
mestizo cultures and identities, not only the desire for local control over
regional affairs.™ In all these examples while the presence of costenos is
recognized, the specificity of their experiences and identities is subsumed
under the overarching theme of ongoing mestizaje.

The multicultural citizenship reforms that the Nicaraguan govern-
ment enacted in the 1980s did represent a change in state practices and
require a shift in nationalist discourses, but this was not nearly as radi-
cal or decisive a break with the past as some have claimed. The consid-
erable resistance costefios have faced from central governments to the
full implementation of the multicultural rights enshrined in law reflects
the persistence of official mestizo nationalism in Nicaragua today in dif-
ferent forms. Vanguardismo, Sandinismo, and mestizo multiculturalism
have not enabled the political inclusion of black and indigenous Nicara-
guans because they are myths of racial and cultural homogeneity. Al-
though Nicaraguan nationalists of opposing ideological persuasions
formulated them, these mestizo nationalisms are in fact “beloved en-
emies” because they are connected by shared assumptions about the
defining feature of national identity (mestizo-ness). Older ideologies of
mestizaje implicitly recognize diversity insofar as they assume the prior
existence of distinct groups (portrayed as rapidly declining) that par-
ticipate in the mixing process, and against whom the mestizo norm is
defined. Contemporary mestizo multiculturalism achieves a basically
similar end through different discursive means: it no longer claims that
all citizens are mestizo, but demands for multicultural citizenship rights
on the basis of distinct black and indigenous identities are still denied
by means of the reinscription of the trope that—as the nation as a whole
is mixed—special recognition of non-mestizo groups is unnecessary.
What we see in Nicaragua today is thus not the abandonment of mestizaje
in favor of a truly inclusive vision of the nation, but the persistence of
official mestizo nationalisms that have yet to find a way to make true
compatriots of costefios.

74. See for example, the editorial “Democracia y autonomias,” in La Prensa, 30 de
Octubre del 2003,
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