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[1] A NE-SW magnetotelluric 110 km-long profile including 18 sites was acquired across the western Rif
Cordillera along the Eurasian-African plate boundary, allowing to constrain its poorly known deep
structure. It extends from the Internal Zones, close to the Alboran coast, crossing the External Zones and
up to the Gharb foreland basin. The periods recorded range from 0.001 s to 1000 s. The combination of
magnetotelluric data with available geological data provides new insight regarding the relationship
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between deep and shallow crustal structures of the Rif Cordillera. Analyses of structural dimensionality
suggest a preferential NW-SE direction, and a 2D joint inversion was performed. A 3D inversion extend-
ing the 2D model along the strike confirmed the reliability of this approach. The magnetotelluric model
shows a heterogeneous upper crust in agreement with the geological structures observed at surface. The
Internal Zones correspond to resistive (metamorphic rocks) and conductive (peridotites) bodies, while
the External Zones and the foreland basin are characterized by large conductive bodies of variable thick-
ness. A crustal detachment level separating shallow geological units from a probable variscan basement
was inferred. At depth, the most relevant feature consists of large resistive bodies with a shallow irregular
top, located below the frontal part of the Rif. The outcrops of exotic metapelitic, granitic and gneissic
blocks in the frontal part of the Cordillera suggest that these large resistive bodies may correspond to a
gneissic or granitic basement surrounded by metapelitic rocks. Late contractive thrust and diapiric pro-
cesses were responsible for their uplift and shallow emplacement. The Rif constitutes an active southwest-
ward vergent orogenic wedge, oblique to the present-day NW-SE convergent Eurasian-African plate
boundary.
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1. Introduction

[2] The Gibraltar Arc, formed by the alpine Betic
and Rif Cordillera, surrounds the western Alboran
Sea (Figure 1) and is located on the NW-SE con-
vergent Eurasian- African plate boundary. In this
region of widespread deformation, arched geometry
is one consequence of the complex interaction of
the westward migration of the Alboran domain in
between the Eurasian and African plates. Several
tectonic models have been proposed up to present,
involving one or several subduction zones with or
without roll-back [Morley, 1993; Royden, 1993;
Lonergan and White, 1997; Fadil et al., 2006; Brun
and Faccenna, 2008], delamination [Platt and
Vissers, 1989; Seber et al., 1996; Calvert et al.,
2000] and other hypotheses such as mantle diapir-
ism [Weijermars et al., 1993]. Although most of
them try to account for available geophysical and
geological data, they lack detailed geophysical
constraints on the deep structure. In this setting, the
Rif cordillera deep continental crust is quite poorly
known, despite detailed reports of surface geology.
The presence of thrusts and low angle normal faults
produces a decoupling at different crustal levels.
Moreover, the scarce geophysical data (gravity [Van
den Bosch, 1971, 1981; Bellot, 1985] and seismic

refraction [Hatzfeld and Ben Sari, 1977]) points to
great heterogeneities in the crust and the mantle
while only providing regional insights as to the
deep structure.

[3] The aim of this study is to present the first
magnetotelluric profile of the southwestern transect
of the Rif Cordillera and Gharb basin and analyze
their crustal structural features. 2D and 3D inver-
sions of these data were carried out. The resistivity
model was integrated with geological data (Figure 1)
to constrain the relationships between shallow and
deep crustal structures and discuss the features of
the main discontinuities. Moreover, we provide
new data to discuss the origin of exotic granites,
gneiss, and metapelitic blocks that outcrop in the
frontal Rif cordillera.

2. Geological Setting

[4] The study area belongs to the westernmost end
of the Mediterranean Alpine belt. The Rif cordillera
(Figure 1), situated in northern Morocco, formed
together with the Betic cordillera as a consequence
of the westward motion of the Alboran Domain
between northwest Africa and Iberia since the early
Tertiary. In addition, this process is interacting with
the N-S to NW-SE convergence between Africa
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and Eurasia. We focus this contribution on the
southwestern Rif transect (Figure 1).

[5] The Rif cordillera (Figure 1) includes the Inter-
nal and the External Zones, separated by Flysch
units, as in other alpine Mediterranean cordilleras.
The tectonic structure orientations are comprised
between ENE-WSW in the Eastern Rif, to NNW-
SSE at the tip of the Western Rif.

[6] The Internal Zones of the study area are formed
by Palaeozoic, Mesozoic and Cenozoic sequences,
including three main metamorphic complexes
affected by alpine deformation and partially by
metamorphism since the Eocene-Late Oligocene.
They are: the Sebtide, the Ghomaride and the
Dorsal complexes. They thrust to the SW on the
Flysch units and External Zones and are bounded
to the SE by the Jebha fault (Figure 1), a major
transfer fault produced during the westward
emplacement of the Rif units. The Sebtide complex
is a stack of metamorphic units [Kornprobst, 1974;
Michard et al., 1983; Saddiqi, 1995; Bouybaouene
et al., 1998]. It includes the Beni Bousera peri-
dotites, overlain by granulites, gneisses, schists,
Permian-Triassic phyllites and quartzites, and Tri-
assic carbonates of the upper units. The Gho-
maride complex includes four nappes of low-grade

Paleozoic metasediments covered by thick, uncon-
formable Triassic red beds, and much thinner
Liassic, Paleocene-Eocene limestones and Oligo-
Miocene post-nappe detrital deposits [Chalouan
and Michard, 1990; Maaté, 1996]. The Dorsal
complex consists of stacked Late Triassic-Liassic
carbonate sheets, with a thin cover of Jurassic-Late
Cretaceous pelagic and Tertiary detrital sediments
[Nold et al., 1981; El Kadiri et al., 1992]. The
Sebtide and Ghomaride units constitute the base-
ment of the Alboran Sea, which is the largest
Neogene basin in the region.

[7] The Flysch units are composed of Cretaceous-
Lower Miocene detritic rocks. They generally
overthrust the External Zones with the exception of
some klippes that are located on the Internal
Zones as the result of a complex evolution involving
backthrusting or backsliding [Lespinasse, 1975;
Chalouan et al., 1995; El Mirihi, 2005]. The
External Zones are formed by units with generally
carbonate and pelitic mesozoic and cenozoic series,
mainly including limestones and marls. They are
also locally affected by alpine low-grade meta-
morphism [Frizon de Lamotte, 1985; Azdimousa
et al., 1998]. The External Rif consists of a fold-
and thrust belt detached along the Late Triassic

Figure 1. Geological map of the western Rif Cordillera showing the location of the MT profile.
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evaporitic beds from the thinned continental crust
of the North African margin [Suter, 1980; Wildi,
1983; Ben Yaich, 1991].

[9] The Gharb is a foreland subsiding basin located
in the southwestern front of the Rif belt [Le Coz,
1964; Flinch, 1993; Zizi, 1996; Litto et al., 2001].
This basin contains part of the Prérif Nappe sur-
mounted by a large amount of continental sedi-
ments. It was moreover filled with sediments of
marine origin (marls and sands) during the Tertiary
and continental formations during the Quaternary,
except for a coastal fringe [Cirac, 1987].

[10] After the main episodes of crustal thickening
and metamorphism, in the Early Middle Miocene
the region began to undergo E-W to NE-SW
extension that led to the development of the Alboran
Basin, floored by a thinned continental crust. Low-
and high-angle normal faults [Benmakhlouf and
Chalouan, 1995; Chalouan et al., 1995; Saji and
Chalouan, 1995] developed in the upper crustal
levels.

[11] Recent compressional structures related to
Eurasian-African convergence developing since the
Late Miocene produce the main reliefs of the Rif
Cordillera and increase the crustal thickness. The
related structures are mainly large folds, reverse
faults in the mountain front, and normal faults in
the upper crustal levels of the Internal Zones. In
addition, large strike-slip faults determine recent
deformation in the Rif and allow for the escape of
Central Rif toward the SW [Chalouan et al., 2006].

[12] GPS data constrain the present-day tectonic
motions, showing a top-to-the-SW displacement of
the tectonic units in the Rif [Pérouse et al., 2010;
Vernant et al., 2010]. The proposed model suggests
that these displacements are related to crustal sub-
duction toward the NE that occurs below the central
part of the Rif and is associated with the interme-
diate seismicity of the Alboran Sea.

3. Previous Geophysical Data

[13] Seismic refraction [Hatzfeld and Ben Sari,
1977] studies reveal a 30 km thick continental
crust, with a 9–10 km thick lower crust. Models that
integrate both elevation and geoid gravity anomalies
assuming local isostasy [Zeyen et al., 2005] suggest
a poorly marked orogenic root beneath the Central
Rif cordillera that does not exceed 30 km. To the
northeast, the Moho rises abruptly up to 18–20 km
below the thin continental crust of the Alboran
Basin.

[14] Seismic studies led Calvert et al. [2000] to
suggest uprisen asthenosphere in the Alboran sea,
floored by thinned continental crust, and even
penetrating as a wedge between the Gibraltar Arc
crust and underlying lithospheric mantle (in a
delamination scenario). The model put forth by
Fullea et al. [2007] points to somewhat greater
thicknesses beneath the western Alboran sub-basin.
Waveforms of body waves that traverse the
Alboran Sea confirm the presence of an anomalous
mantle underlying the basin [Bokelmann and
Maufroy, 2007].

[15] The 1:500,000 Bouguer gravity map of the
Alboran Sea and Rif cordillera (Rabat sheets [Van
den Bosch, 1971, 1981]) shows a negative anom-
aly that extends on both sides of the Alboran Sea.
Although the area of thick continental crust located
in the central part of the Rif is characterized by
Bouguer anomalies reaching up to �150 mGal, the
anomaly increases toward thinner crustal areas
located at the foreland basins and the Alboran
Basin, locally reaching up to +50 mGal near the
outcrops of peridotite bodies. This regional increase
toward the north reflects the transition from the
thick continental crust of the Rif and the thin crust
of the Alboran Sea. Bellot [1985] developed a
detailed gravity study of the Beni Bousera perido-
tites, indicating that they are elongated near the
coastline and extend northward up to the anoma-
lous mantle of the Alboran Sea.

[16] A detailed aeromagnetic survey in northern
Morocco was carried out in 1969–1970 by Com-
pagnie Générale de la Géophysique (CGG)
(unpublished reports of the Direction des Mines et
de la Géologie du Maroc compiled by GETECH in
the African Magnetic Mapping Project, 1989). The
outstanding result was a narrow NW–SE elongated
positive anomaly in the Rif Cordillera, bounded at
the SE by the Jebha fault. This anomaly probably
corresponds to the Beni Bousera peridotites out-
cropping in the Internal Zones (Figure 1).

4. Magnetotelluric Profile

4.1. Data Acquisition
[17] Eighteen magnetotelluric soundings were
carried out in 2008 out for the first time along a
110 km NE-SW profile across the Rif Cordillera
(Figure 1). The profile extends from Oued Laou,
located in the Internal Zones and close to the
Alboran coast, to the town of Mechra-Ben-Ksiri
in the Gharb foreland basin. The profile is
nearly orthogonal to the main regional geological
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structures, extending from the Internal Zones, and
crossing the External Zones to the Gharb foreland
basin. Magnetotelluric data were collected with
Metronix ADU-07 equipment, covering a frequency
band from 0.001 s to 1000 s. The registration time
at each site was about 3 days. Impedance tensor
components and the geomagnetic transfer functions
were obtained through standard robust processing
[Egbert and Booker, 1986]. Data quality was good
for most of the stations, with local exceptions for
some higher frequencies due to cultural noise.

4.2. Induction Arrows
[18] Induction arrows allow for a qualitative recog-
nition of lateral conductivity contrasts. They point
toward regions of highest conductivity and increase
their magnitudes as the gradient of resistivity Par-
kinson convention [Parkinson, 1959].

[19] Figure 2 shows the real induction arrows at
three different periods. The shortest period is
related to the shallow structure whereas the longest
period represents the deep structure. In general they
have a moderate magnitude. At 1 s the vectors are
heterogeneous, indicating a shallow heterogeneous
resistivity. Vectors at 10 s and 50 s have similar

trends, pointing northeastward in the NE part of the
profile, rotating to northwestward in the central
part, and finally southwestward in the SW end.

4.3. Dimensionality Analysis
[20] The dimensionality analysis of the profile was
undertaken using the Bahr method [Bahr, 1988].
Based on the rotational invariant and distortion
parameters, it provides stable results even with
noisy data.

[21] The dimensionality estimations have different
degrees of distortion for each frequency band, and
therefore a single sounding may present variable
dimensionality at depth. The dimensionality analy-
sis of all the sites and for all frequencies (Figure 3)
suggests a generally two-dimensional structure at
depth with some 3D influence at some sites.

[22] The estimated strike is shown in Figure 2 in
rose diagrams for each site. The regional NW-SE
elongated structure of the Rif is generally parallel to
one maximum of the diagrams, suggesting the same
dominant structure. However, induction arrows
mainly in the central part of the profile indicate
structures that are not perpendicular to the profile
and therefore deviate from the 2D hypothesis.
Thus, we proceeded as follows: First, a 2D inversion
was performed, and then, the 2D inverse model
was tested by simple 3D inversion. The extended
2D model along the strike was used as the initial
model for the inversion. In line with Figure 2 and
given the regional NW-SE elongated structure of
the Rif, a preferential direction of N145°E was
considered. This trend may be roughly regarded as
the geoelectrical strike direction.

4.4. 2D Inversion
[23] In accordance with the dimensionality analy-
ses, we preceded with 2D joint inversion [Rodi and
Mackie, 2001] of the rotated (to �35°) apparent
resistivities and phases and the projected geomag-
netic transfer functions. TM and TE modes, corre-
sponding to electric current flow perpendicular and
parallel to the strike direction, respectively, were
identified. The bathymetry of the Alboran sea was
fixed in the inversion with a resistivity of 0.3 ohm.m.
The final resistivity model (Figure 4) was obtained
with a RMS of 2.4 using an error floor of 10% for
apparent resistivities, 5% for phases and 0.1 for the
tipper. The regularization parameter was t = 3,
which was obtained by optimizing the trade-off
between smoothing the model and lowering the

Figure 2. Real induction arrows at 1 s, 10 s, and 50 s
(Parkinson’s convention, pointing to conductors) for
the 18 MT sites, and rose diagrams (Bahr’s method)
for every sounding including all frequencies on a con-
tour geological sketch of the studied area and a common
rose diagram for all the sites and all the frequencies.
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RMS misfit (L-curve, Figure 5). Figure 6 shows
the responses of the model.

4.5. 2D Resistivity Model
[24] The electrical resistivity model along the upper
crust (Figure 4) reveals a continuous conductive
layer that in the SW (C1), reaches from the surface
to a depth of 5 km (between site 18 and site 14) and
thickens to the northeast. At the NE end of the

model, a resistive body (R3) extends from 4 km to
8 km beneath site 1, and is surrounded by conduc-
tive zones (C2) and the Alboran sea (C3).

[25] The middle and lower crust are dominated by
high resistivities along the profile (R1, R2, R3),
with the exception of the conductive zone beneath
sites 9 and 10 (C4). Different sensitivity tests were
carried out, changing the resistivities of the main
features of the model; the result was always a large

Figure 3. Dimensionality analysis of the MT data (Bahr’s method) for all soundings and for all frequencies. k, S, m,
h are parameters proposed by Bahr [1988].

Figure 4. Magnetotelluric 2D model across the studied area. The conductive bodies are noted as C and the resistive
bodies as R.
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data misfit, with resolution decreasing only in the
deepest parts of the model (>25 km).

5. 3D Inversion

[26] A 3D inversion of the impedance tensor
was carried out using the WSINV3DMT code
[Siripunvaraporn et al., 2005]. The aim was to test
the reliability of the 2D approach and search for
possible structures along the strike. A selection of
8 sites along the profile was used as input data with
7 periods at each site (from 0.1 to 162 s). The input
impedance data were not rotated. The mesh con-
sisted of 45 cells in both x and y horizontal direc-
tions and 35 cells in the vertical z direction. Default
values (t = 5 and d = 0.1) were used for the two
parameters of the decorrelation scale controlling
the model roughness [Siripunvaraporn et al., 2005].
The starting model was built using the conductivity
distribution from the 2D inversion model extended
along the strike direction. The average cell size is
3 � 3 km in the horizontal plane (x, y directions).
In the vertical z direction, the cell size increases
from 100 m on average for the first layers to 2 km
at 10 km depth and so on to more than 100 km
where the cell size reaches 20 km. The inversion
was prepared for a maximum of 10 iterations and a
normalized minimum RMS of 2.73 was obtained
in iteration 6. Figure 7 shows the data input and
model responses for each of the sites used in the
3D inversion. Apparent resistivities and phases are
preferred for the figure instead of the impedances
that are used in the inversion. Note that diagonal
phases are plotted in the quadrant where they
appeared. The change of quadrant for different
periods is due to the instability (small magnitudes)

of the impedance diagonal components. Figure 8
shows the final 3D model in terms of 3 vertical
cross sections: the central panel corresponds to the
central part of the 3D model, just below the sites,
the upper panel is 30 km to the west, and the lower
panel is 30 km to the east. Figure 9 shows a plan
view at 15 km depth. As we can see, the central
section reproduces quite well the 2D inverse model
in Figure 4. To the SW, the shallow conductors
correspond to sequence C1 in Figure 4; whereas to
the NE, beneath site 2, the 3 conductive columns at
shallow crustal depth correlate with conductor C2
in Figure 4. The middle-upper crust is highly
resistive along the model interrupted by the con-
ductor beneath sites 9 and 10, in agreement with
the 2D model in Figure 4. The cross sections at
both sides of the profile (Figure 8) show slight
variations of the resistivity distribution compared
with the central section. However, these variations
suffice to explain the behavior of some induction
arrows which deviate to the assumed 2D strike
direction. Unfortunately, the 3D inversion code
used does not include the inversion of the tipper.
Forward modeling of the 3D inverse model was
carried out by using the algorithm of Mackie et al.
[1993] [Mackie and Booker, 1999]. Figure 9 shows
the real induction arrows at 10 s and 100 s. Note
that some of the induction arrows now deviate
from the direction of the profile. No large con-
ductor to the west of the profile was needed to
explain this behavior. Comparison of the resistivity
sections at both sides of the central section
(Figure 8) shows that the significant difference is
that toward NW (Figure 8, top) there is a slight
increase in the conductive area together with a
generalized but also slight decrease in the resistive
zone in the middle-upper crust. This can also be
seen in plan view at 15 km depth in Figure 9.

[27] Thus, the main conductive features of the 2D
inverse model remain in the 3D inversion, reinfor-
cing the 2D model (Figure 4). A 3D inversion of
only 1 MT profile may yield a large range of con-
ductive structures at a distance from the current
profile, and only new data to the west could con-
firm these slight increases in conductivity.

6. Discussion

[28] In recent years, different geophysical studies
have attempted to constrain the crustal and mantle
structure of the Betic-Rif cordillera, located at the
westernmost end of the Mediterranean alpine belt.
Recent geological and geophysical surveys in the
Alboran Sea and Rif cordillera are sparse, however,

Figure 5. L curve, trade-off between model roughness
and root mean square. t = 3 was chosen.
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unlike the Betic cordillera [Galindo-Zaldívar et al.,
1997; Pous et al., 1999; Serrano et al., 2003; Martí
et al., 2004], mainly because of the harsh topogra-
phy and scarce roads. The lack of geophysical and
geological data in the region impedes determination

of the deep structures that would support the pro-
posal of new geological evolution models. In this
context, crustal models are inferred from very
indirect data such as surface motions [Pérouse
et al., 2010]. The two-dimensional resistivity model

Figure 7. Unrotated data and model responses of the 3D inverse model.
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of the MT data (Figure 4) in agreement with the 3D
inversion (Figure 8) shows a good correlation with
other geophysical data [Van den Bosch, 1971, 1981;
Hatzfeld and Ben Sari, 1977; Bellot, 1985] confirm-
ing that the crustal structure is formed by the over-
printing of alpine Rif tectonic units on a deep
basement (Figure 10), probably corresponding to
the northward continuity of the variscan Moroccan
Meseta. These two main domains are separated by a
sharp detachment level that becomes shallow toward
the SW and reaches approximately 10 km depth at
the NE end of the profile. The model suggests a
heterogeneous upper crust (Figures 4 and 10). The
Internal Zones are formed by an outstanding low-
resistivity body (C2) whose top lies at 4 km depth,
probably corresponding to the nearby outcropping
Beni Bousera peridotites (Figure 1), and a highly
resistive body (R3) that is interpreted asmetamorphic
rocks (gneisses). Both C2 and R3 are considered
as the NW continuity in depth of the peridotites
and gneisses, respectively, which may correspond
to elongated discontinuous bodies surrounding the
western Gibraltar Arc. They are in agreement with
gravity studies [Bellot, 1985] that support the exten-
sion of peridotite bodies parallel to the Alboran coast,
although the size obtained withMT data is lesser than
in gravity studies. To the north, the C3 body corre-
sponds to conductive Alboran Seawater. Southward,
the External Zones and the foreland Gharb basin
are characterized by low resistivity values (C1, C),

Figure 9. Plan view of the 3D model at 15 km depth. Dots are the MT sites used in the 3D inversion and real induc-
tion arrows at 10 and 100 s (Parkinson convention) corresponding to the 3D model are shown.

Figure 8. Vertical sections of the 3D model. (top)
30 km to the west of the profile. (middle) Beneath the
MT profile in the central part of the 3D model. (bottom)
30 km to the east of the profile.
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corresponding to sedimentary rocks. Their bottom is
interpreted as a thrust whose frontal part crops out
southwest of Mezefroun (Figures 1 and 10). More-
over, the variable thickness of the highly conductive
bodies of the External Zone front and the Gharb
basin suggests the presence of basement highs that
may be related to blind frontal thrusts (Figures 4
and 10).

[29] The most relevant feature in depth corresponds
to a large high-resistivity body (R1 and R2), located
below the frontal part of the Rif and between the
Internal and External Zones (Figures 4 and 10).
Situated in the middle and upper crust, and sepa-
rated by a more conductive zone (C4), these resis-
tive anomalies are located at a depth roughly below
5 km, having a very wide cross-section and
extending over 25–40 km. The bodies feature an
irregular upper boundary and extends in depth,
although the base is not well constrained. The
presence of exotic granitic and gneiss blocks at
surface in some tectonic units of the frontal part of
the Rif Cordillera [Ben Yaich, 1991] and also in
boreholes [Faugères, 1978], along with their resis-
tive character, would suggest that the large body
(R1) corresponds to a granitic or gneissic basement
surrounded by metapelitic rocks. The resistive body
(R2) also agrees with the structure of the Moroccan
Meseta, where kilometer-sized resistive late var-
iscan granite bodies are emplaced in metapelitic
host rocks [Michard et al., 2008].

[30] Conductors in the crust are usually detected
in MT studies. The meaning of the conductors
depends on the geodynamic conditions of each
particular case. In the Rif, an active alpine chain,
they are probably related to fluids or the presence of
graphite-bearing schist. The point is that conductor
C4 beneath sites 9 and 10 is too diffuse from the
upper crust to the middle-lower crust. If this con-
ductor appeared more elongated, then fluids along a
fault zone would be a plausible explanation, but the

conductor beneath site 9 and 10 does not have this
usual shape. Another possibility is the presence of
a basement including graphite-bearing rocks, as
occurs in the SW Iberia [Monteiro-Santos et al.,
2002].

[31] The presence of shallow granitic or gneissic
bodies below the External Zones and near the major
detachment faults (Figure 10) suggests a possible
model for emplacement at surface along the Exter-
nal Zones of exotic gneissic and metamorphic
blocks. Detachment faults may have cut the top of
the variscan basement and mixed the blocks with
the low density Triassic cover formed by clays and
evaporites that constitutes the base of the alpine
tectonic units. Therefore, shearing during frontal
accretion and diapiric processes associated with the
Triassic rocks may have allowed emplacement up
to the surface of the basement metamorphic rocks
(Figure 10, between sites 14 and 15). In the resis-
tivity model (Figure 4), the small conductive body
could represent the ascending diapiric structure.
Recent GPS observations suggest active south-
westward motion of the Rif Cordillera with respect
to the Moroccan Meseta, in a trend parallel to
the obtained MT profile [Pérouse et al., 2010].
Although this research associated active motion to
the presence of a NE-dipping subduction zone that
affects the Rif, our geophysical data do not support
such an interpretation, as we do not envisage con-
tinuity in deep bodies toward the NE. Southwest-
ward motions may be interpreted as evidence of the
activity of the main detachment located below the
alpine orogenic wedge [Chalouan et al., 2006;
Pedrera et al., 2011], constrained from the mag-
netotelluric data presented here.

7. Conclusions

[32] New magnetotelluric data provide an image of
crustal resistivity along a NE-SW transect of the Rif

Figure 10. Deep section across the western Rif cordillera combining geological and magnetotelluric data.
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Cordillera and its foreland basin, helping to com-
plete the surface geological observations. These
data allow us to determine the major deep structures
in this area, despite scarce previous geophysical
data, and to constrain the relationship between
shallow and deep crustal structures.

[33] The resisitivity 2D model (Figure 4) confirmed
by the 3D inversion (Figure 8) shows overprinting
of the Rif alpine tectonic units on the Moroccan
Meseta basement, separated by a major active
northeastward dipping crustal detachment with top-
to-the-SW kinematics. The Gharb basin features
irregular sedimentary infill, most likely related to
the presence of blind thrusts associated with frontal
Rif deformations. The Internal Rif has greater
resisitivity heterogeneity than the External Rif,
where moderately conductive bodies prevail. One
outstanding conductive body in the shallow upper
crust near the Alboran Sea is interpreted as the
northwestward continuity in depth of the Beni
Bousera peridotites. Overlying it is a nearby resis-
tive body corresponding to micaschists and gneis-
ses belonging to the Sebtide Complex. The Rif
basement is attributed to the variscan Moroccan
Meseta, characterized by large resistive bodies,
probably corresponding to granites and gneisses,
emplaced in a metapelitic host rock.

[34] The exotic metapelitic and gneissic rocks
observed in the frontal part of the Rif Cordillera,
whose lithology is different from the rocks of the
internal Rif units, probably came from the under-
lying variscan basement. The activity of the basal
detachment may have contributed to fracturing the
top of the basement, which was mixed with the
Triassic evaporites and clays and finally emplaced
in the surface.

[35] The southern part of the Gibraltar Arc is a key
region for discussion of the geodynamical models
proposed in the context of Alboran Sea evolution.
The new data on the top-to-the-SW Rif orogenic
wedge would support the present-day models based
on subduction developing crustal thrust structures,
rather than models based on delamination.

Acknowledgments

[36] The constructive comments of G. Muñoz, D. Stanica and
K. Bahr have improved this manuscript. Projects CSD2006–
00041, CGL-2008-03474-E/BTE, CGL2010–21048, P09-RNM-
5388 and RNM148 are acknowledged.

References

Azdimousa, A., J. Bourgois, G. Poupeau, and R. Montigny
(1998), Histoire thermique du massif de Ketama (Maroc):
Sa place en Afrique du Nord et dans les Cordillères bétiques,
C. R. Acad. Sci., Ser. IIa, 326, 847–853.

Bahr, K. (1988), Interpretation of the magnetotelluric imped-
ance tensor: Regional induction and local telluric distortion,
J. Geophys., 62, 119–127.

Bellot, A. (1985), Etude Gravimétrique du Rif Paleozoique:
La Forme du Massif des Beni Bousera, Ph.D. thesis, Univ.
Montpellier 2, Montpellier, France.

Benmakhlouf, M., and A. Chalouan (1995), Evolution Néogène
du bassin de Tétouan-Martil, Rif septentrional, Maroc,
Geogaceta, 17, 98–100.

Ben Yaich, A. (1991), Evolution tectono-sédimentaire du Rif
externe centre-occidental (régions de M’Sila et Ouezzane,
Maroc): La marge africaine du Jurassique au Crétacé; les bas-
sins néogènes d’avant-fose, Ph.D. thesis, Univ. de Pau et des
Pays de l’Adour, Pau, France.

Bokelmann, G., and E. Maufroy (2007), Mantle structure under
Gibraltar constrained by dispersion of bodywaves, Geophys.
Res. Lett., 34, L22305, doi:10.1029/2007GL030964.

Bouybaouene, M. L., B. Goffé, and A. Michard (1998), High-
pressure granulites on top of the Beni Bousera peridotites,
Rif Belt, Morocco: A record of an ancient thickened crust
in the Alboran domain, Bull. Soc. Geol. Fr., 169, 153–162.

Brun, J. P., and C. Faccenna (2008), Exhumation of high-
pressure rocks driven by slab rollback, Earth Planet. Sci.
Lett., 272, 1–7, doi:10.1016/j.epsl.2008.02.038.

Calvert, A., E. Sandvol, D. Seber, M. Barazangi, S. Roecker,
T. Mourabit, F. Vidal, G. Alguacil, and N. Jabour (2000),
Geodynamic evolution of the lithosphere and upper mantle
beneath the Alboran region of the western Mediterranean:
Constraints from travel time tomography, J. Geophys. Res.,
105(B5), 10,871–10,898.

Chalouan, A., and A. Michard (1990), The Ghomarides
nappes, Rif coastal Range, Morocco: A Variscan chip in
the Alpine belt, Tectonics, 9, 1565–1583, doi:10.1029/
TC009i006p01565.

Chalouan, A., A. Ouazani-Touhami, L. Mouhir, R. Saji, and
M. Benmakhlouf (1995), Les failles normales a` faible
pendage du Rif interne (Maroc) et leur effet sur l’amincisse-
ment crustal du domaine d’Alboran,Geogaceta, 17, 107–109.

Chalouan, A., et al. (2006), Tectonic wedge escape in the south-
western front of the Rif Cordillera (Morocco), in Tectonics
of the Western Mediterranean and North Africa, edited by
G. Moratti and A. Chalouan, Geol. Soc. Spec. Publ., 262,
183–280.

Cirac, P. (1987), Le Bassin sudrifain au Néogène supérieur.
Évolution de la dynamique sédimentaire et de la paléogéo-
graphie au cours d’une phase de comblement, Mem. Inst.
Geol. Bassin Aquitaine, 21, 1–287.

Egbert, G. D., and J. R. Booker (1986), Robust estimation of
geomagnetic transfer functions, Geophys. J. R. Astron. Soc.,
87, 173–194.

El Kadiri, K., A. Linares, and F. Oloriz (1992), La Dorsale cal-
caire rifaine (Maroc septentrional): Evolution stratigraphique
et géodynamique durant le Jurassique-Crétacé, Notes Mem.
Serv. Geol., 336, 217–265.

El Mirihi, A. (2005), Structure et cinématique de la mise en
place des nappes des flyschs maurétaniens (Rif externe nord
oriental): Elaboration d’un modèle, Ph.D. thesis, Univ. de
Tetuan, Tetuán, Morocco.

Geochemistry
Geophysics
Geosystems G3G3 ANAHNAH ET AL.: CRUSTAL STRUCTURE RIF CORDILLERA 10.1029/2011GC003783

12 of 14



Fadil, A., P. Vernant, S. McClusky, R. Reilinger, F. Gomez,
D. Ben Sari, T. Mourabit, K. Feigl, and M. Barazangi
(2006), Active tectonics of the western Mediterranean:
Geodetic evidence for rollback of a delaminated subconti-
nental lithospheric slab beneath the Rif Mountains, Morocco,
Geology, 34, 529–532, doi:10.1130/G22291.1.

Faugères, J. C. (1978), Les Rides sud-rifaines: évolution sédi-
mentaire et structural d’un bassin atlantico mésogéen de la
marge africaine, Ph.D. thesis, Univ. de Bordeaux I, Talence,
France.

Flinch, J. F. (1993), Tectonic evolution of the Gibraltar Arc.
Ph.D. thesis, Rice Univ., Houston, Tex.

Frizon de Lamotte, D. (1985), La structure du Rif oriental
(Maroc). Rôle de la tectonique longitudinale et importance
des fluides, Mem. Sci. Univ. Curie, Paris, 85-03, 1–436.

Fullea, J., M. Fernàndez, H. Zeyen, and J. Vergés (2007),
A rapid method to map the crustal and lithospheric thickness
using elevation, geoid anomaly and thermal analysis. Appli-
cation to the Gibraltar Arc System, Atlas Mountains and
adjacent zones, Tectonophysics, 430, 97–117, doi:10.1016/
j.tecto.2006.11.003.

Galindo-Zaldívar, J., A. Jabaloy, F. González Lodeiro, and
F. Aldaya (1997), Crustal structure of the central sector
of the Betic Cordillera SE Spain, Tectonics, 16, 18–37,
doi:10.1029/96TC02359.

Hatzfeld, D., and D. Ben Sari (1977), Grands profils sismiques
dans la région de l’arc de Gibraltar, Bull. Soc. Geol. Fr., 7,
749–756.

Kornprobst, J. (1974), Contribution à l’étude pétrographique et
structurale de la Zone interne du Rif (Maroc septentrional),
Notes Mem. Serv. Geol., 251, 1–256.

Le Coz, J. (1964), Le Rharb, Fellahs et colons. Étude de géo-
graphie régionale, Ph.D. thesis, Univ. Rabat, Rabat.

Lespinasse, P. (1975), Géologie des zones externes et des
flyschs entre Chaouen et Zoumi (Centre de la Chaîne rifaine,
Maroc), Ph.D. thesis, Univ. Pierre et Marie Curie, Paris.

Litto, W., E. Jaaidi, M. Dakki, and F. Medina (2001), Etude
sismo-structurale de la marge nord du bassin du Gharb
(avant-pays rifain, Maroc): Mise en évidence d’une distension
d’âge miocène supérieur, Eclogae Geol. Helv., 94, 63–73.

Lonergan, L., and N. White (1997), Origin of the Betic-
Rif mountain belt, Tectonics, 16, 504–522, doi:10.1029/
96TC03937.

Maaté, A. (1996), Estratigrafia y evolucion paleogeografica
alpina del dominio gomaride (Rif interno, Marruecos),
Ph.D. thesis, Univ. Granada, Granada, Spain.

Mackie, R., and J. R. Booker (1999), Documentation for
mtd3fwd and d3-to-mt, GSY-USA, Inc., San Francisco,
Calif.

Mackie, R. L., T. R. Madden, and P. E. Wannamaker (1993),
Three-dimensional magnetotelluric modeling using differ-
ence equations—Theory and comparison to integral equation
solutions, Geophysics, 58, 215–226, doi:10.1190/1.1443407.

Martí, A., P. Queralt, and E. Roca (2004), Geoelectric
dimensionality in complex geologic areas: Application to
the Spanish Betic Chain, Geophys. J. Int., 157, 961–974,
doi:10.1111/j.1365-246X.2004.02273.x.

Michard, A., A. Chalouan, R. Montigny, and M. Ouazzani-
Touhami (1983), Les nappes cristallophylliennes du Rif
(Sebtides, Maroc), temoins d’un edifice alpin de type penni-
que incluant le manteau superieur, C. R. Acad. Sci., Ser. II,
296, 1337–1340.

Michard, A., C. Hoepffner, A. Soulaimani, and L. Baidder
(2008), The variscan Belt, in The Geology of Morocco, Lect.

Notes Earth Sci., vol. 116, edited by A. Michard et al.,
pp. 65–133, Springer, New York.

Monteiro Santos, F. A., A. Mateus, E. P. Almeida, J. Pous, and
L. A. Mendes-Victor (2002), Are some of the deep crustal
features found in SW Iberia caused by graphite?, Earth
Planet. Sci. Lett., 201, 353–367, doi:10.1016/S0012-821X(02)
00721-5.

Morley, C. K. (1993), Discussion of origins of hinterland
basins to the RIF-Betic Cordillera and Carpathians, Tectono-
physics, 226, 359–376, doi:10.1016/0040-1951(93)90127-6.

Nold, M., J. Uttinger, and W. Wildi (1981), Géologie de la
Dorsale calcaire entre Tétouan et Assifane (Rif interne,
Maroc), Notes Mem. Serv. Geol., 300, 1–233.

Parkinson, W. (1959), Directions of rapid geomagnetic fluctua-
tions, Geophys. J. R. Astron., 2, 1–14.

Pedrera, A., et al. (2011), Is there an active subduction beneath
the Gibraltar orogenic arc? Constraints from Pliocene to
present-day stress field, J. Geodyn., 52, 83–96, doi:10.1016/
j.jog.2010.12.003.

Pérouse, P., P. Vernant, J. Chéry, R. Reilinger, and S.McClusky
(2010), Active surface deformation and sub-lithospheric pro-
cesses in the western Mediterranean constrained by numeri-
cal models, Geology, 38, 823–826, doi:10.1130/G30963.1.

Platt, J. P., and R. L. M. Vissers (1989), Extensional collapse
of thickened continental lithosphere, a working hypothe-
sis for the Alboran Sea and Gibraltar Arc, Geology, 17,
540–543, doi:10.1130/0091-7613(1989)017<0540:ECOTCL>
2.3.CO;2.

Pous, J., P. Queralt, J. Ledo, and E. Roca (1999), A high elec-
trical conductive zone at lower crustal depth beneath the
Betic Chain Spain, Earth Planet. Sci. Lett., 167, 35–45,
doi:10.1016/S0012-821X(99)00011-4.

Rodi, W. L., and R. L. Mackie (2001), Nonlinear conjugate
gradients algorithm for 2-D magnetotelluric inversion,
Geophysics, 66, 174–187, doi:10.1190/1.1444893.

Royden, L. H. (1993), Evolution of retreating subduction
boundaries formed during continental collision, Tectonics,
12, 629–638, doi:10.1029/92TC02641.

Saddiqi, O. (1995), Exhumation des roches profondes, pérido-
tites et roches métamorphiques HP-BT dans deux transevts
de la chaîne alpine: Arc de Gibraltar et Montagnes d’Oman,
Ph.D. thesis, Univ. Hassan II, Casablanca, Morocco.

Saji, R., and A. Chalouan (1995), Le bassin pliocène intramon-
tagneux du Tirinesse et son mode d’ouverture (Rif interne,
Maroc), Geogaceta, 17, 110–112.

Seber, D., M. Barazangi, B. A. Tadili, M. Ramdani,
A. Ibenbrahim, and D. Ben Sari (1996), Three dimensional
upper mantle structure beneath intraplate Atlas and interplate
Rif mountains of Morocco, J. Geophys. Res., 101, 3125–3138,
doi:10.1029/95JB03112.

Serrano, I., D. Zhao, J. Morales, and F. Torcal (2003), Seismic
tomography from local crustal earthquakes beneath Eastern
Rif Mountains of Morocco, Tectonophysics, 367, 187–201,
doi:10.1016/S0040-1951(03)00100-8.

Siripunvaraporn, W., G. Egbert, and Y. Lenbry (2005), Three-
dimensional magnetotelluric inversion: Data-space method,
Phys. Earth Planet. Inter., 150, 3–14, doi:10.1016/j.pepi.2004.
08.023.

Suter, G. (1980), Carte géologique du Rif, 1/500.000,
Map 245a, Geol. Surv. of Morocco, Rabat.

Van den Bosch, J. W. H. (1971), Carte gravimétrique du
Maroc, scale 1:500.000, Map 234a, Geol. Surv. of Morocco,
Rabat.

Geochemistry
Geophysics
Geosystems G3G3 ANAHNAH ET AL.: CRUSTAL STRUCTURE RIF CORDILLERA 10.1029/2011GC003783

13 of 14



Van den Bosch, J. W. H. (1981), Mémoire explicatif de la carte
gravimétrique du Maroc (province du Nord) au 1/500 000,
Notes Mem. Serv. Geol., 234b, 1–219.

Vernant, P., A. Fadil, T. Mourabit, D. Ouazar, A. Koulali, J. M.
Davila, J. Garate, S. McClusky, and R. E. Reilinger (2010),
Geodetic constraints on active tectonics of the Western Med-
iterranean: Implications for the kinematics and dynamics of
the Nubia-Eurasia plate boundary zone, J. Geodyn., 49,
123–129, doi:10.1016/j.jog.2009.10.007.

Weijermars, R., M. P. A. Jackson, and B. Vendeville
(1993), Rheological and tectonic modelling of salt provinces,
Tectonophysics, 217, 143–174, doi:10.1016/0040-1951(93)
90208-2.

Wildi, W. (1983), La chaîne tello-rifaine (Algérie, Maroc,
Tunisie): Structure, stratigraphie et évolution du Trias au
Miocène, Rev. Geol. Dyn. Geogr. Phys., 24, 201–297.

Zeyen, H., P. Ayarza, M. Fernàndez, and A. Rimi (2005),
Lithospheric structure under the western African-European
plate boundary: A transect across the Atlas Mountains and
the Gulf of Cadiz, Tectonics, 24, TC2001, doi:10.1029/
2004TC001639.

Zizi, M. (1996), Triassic-Jurassic extension and Alpine inver-
sion in Northern Morocco, in Peri-Tethys Memoir 2:
Structure and Prospects of Alpine Basins and Forelands,
edited by P. Ziegler and F. Horvath, Mem. Mus. Natl. Hist.
Nat., 170, 87–101.

Geochemistry
Geophysics
Geosystems G3G3 ANAHNAH ET AL.: CRUSTAL STRUCTURE RIF CORDILLERA 10.1029/2011GC003783

14 of 14



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (ECI-RGB.icc)
  /CalCMYKProfile (Photoshop 5 Default CMYK)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.6
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 524288
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
    /Courier
    /Courier-Bold
    /Courier-BoldOblique
    /Courier-Oblique
    /Helvetica
    /Helvetica-Bold
    /Helvetica-BoldOblique
    /Helvetica-Oblique
    /Symbol
    /Times-Bold
    /Times-BoldItalic
    /Times-Italic
    /Times-Roman
    /ZapfDingbats
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 400
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /ENU ()
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToRGB
      /DestinationProfileName (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
      /DestinationProfileSelector /UseName
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements true
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MarksOffset 6
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


