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Strong Solutions of Semilinear Stochastic
Partial Differential Equations

Martina Hofmanova

Abstract. We study the Cauchy problem for a semilinear stochastic par-
tial differential equation driven by a finite-dimensional Wiener process.
In particular, under the hypothesis that all the coefficients are suffi-
ciently smooth and have bounded derivatives, we consider the equation
in the context of power scale generated by a strongly elliptic differential
operator. Application of semigroup arguments then yields the existence
of a continuous strong solution.

Mathematics Subject Classification (2010). 60H15, 35R60.

Keywords. Stochastic partial differential equations, strongly elliptic diffe-
rential operator, strongly continuous semigroup.

1. Introduction

In the present paper, we consider the following semilinear stochastic partial
differential equation driven by a finite-dimensional Wiener process:

du = [Au + F(u)|dt + o(u)dW, =z € T™, t € (0,T),
u(0) = uo,

where —A is a strongly elliptic differential operator, F' is generally nonlinear
unbounded operator and the diffusion coefficient in the stochastic term is
also nonlinear.

It is a well known fact in the field of PDEs and SPDEs that many
equations do not, in general, have classical or strong solutions. Unlike deter-
ministic problems, in the case of stochastic equations we can only ask whether
the solution is smooth in the space variable. Thus, the aim of the present work
is to determine conditions on coefficients and initial data under which there
exists a spatially smooth solution to (1.1).

The literature devoted to the regularity for linear SPDEs is quite ex-
tensive mainly due to Krylov (see [8]), Krylov and Rozovskii (see [9], [10]
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and the references therein) and Flandoli (see [5]). However, there seems to
be less papers concentrated on regularity for nonlinear SPDEs. A class of
second order parabolic semilinear SPDEs was studied by Gyongy and Rovira
(see [6]) but they were only concerned with LP-valued solutions. So our work
can be regarded as an extension of their result. Related problems were also
discussed by Zhang (see [14], [15]), however, his assumptions are not satisfied
in our case.

The main difficulty in the case of semilinear equations lies in the non-
linearities F' and o as, in higher order Sobolev spaces, we cannot expect the
Lipschitz condition to be satisfied and hence the fixed point argument cannot
be applied. In fact, even the linear growth condition does not hold true in
general since the norm of a superposition does not grow linearly with the
norm of the inner function (cf. Proposition 3.1, Corollary 3.2 and Remark
3.3).

In order to deal with (1.1), we proceed in several steps. First of all,
we consider the equation in LP and apply the Banach fixed point theorem
to conclude the existence of an LP-valued mild solution. Next, we study the
Picard iterations as processes having values in Sobolev spaces (W1 and
afterwards W™P?) and find suitable uniform estimates which remain valid
also for the limit process.

As an immediate consequence of the main result, we obtain a continuous
C**_valued solution. Here, we use the Sobolev embedding theorem so the
stochastic integration in Banach spaces (see [4], [11]), i.e. W™P_ allows us to
weaken the smoothness assumptions on coefficients.

The paper is organised as follows. In Section 2, we review the basic set-
ting and state our main result. In Section 3, we collect important preliminary
results related to superposition operators. In the final section, these results
are applied and the proof of the main theorem is established.

This work was motivated by our research in the field of degenerate
parabolic SPDEs of second order (see [7]), where smooth solutions of certain
approximate nondegenerate problems were needed in order to derive the so-
called kinetic formulation and to obtain kinetic solution. Nevertheless, since
the regularity result of the present paper is based on properties of strongly
elliptic operators, generalization to higher order equations does not cause any
additional problems.

2. Setting and main result

Let us first introduce the notation which will be used later on. We will con-
sider periodic boundary conditions: z € TV where T is the N-dimensional
torus. The Sobolev spaces on TV will be denoted by W™P(TV) and by
WmP(TN;R™) we will denote the space of all functions z = (z1,...,2,) :
TN — R™ such that z; € W™P(TV), i =1,...,n.

We now give the precise assumptions on each of the terms appearing in
the above equation (1.1). We will work on a finite-time interval [0,7], T > 0.
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The operator —A is a strongly elliptic differential operator of order 21 with
variable coefficients of class C°°(T?). Let us assume, in addition, that —A
is formally symmetric and positive, i.e. we assume that 0 belongs to the
resolvent set of —A. As an example of this operator let us mention for instance
the second order differential operator in divergence form given by

N
Au =" 0y, (Aij(2)0su),
ij=1
where the coefficients A;; = Aj; are real-valued smooth functions and satify
the uniform ellipticity condition, i.e. there exists a > 0 such that

N
D Ai(@)&g > algP, ve e TV, veeRY.
i,j=1
Let us now collect basic facts concerning strongly elliptic differential
operators satisfying our hypotheses (for a detailed exposition we refer the
reader to [12]). Set D(A,) = W2-P(TY). Then the linear unbounded operator
A, in LP(TV) defined by
Apu = Au, u e D(Ap),

is the infinitesimal generator of a bounded analytic semigroup on LP(T%). Let
us denote this semigroup by S,. Fractional powers of —A, are well defined
and their domains correspond to classical Sobolev spaces (see [1, Section 10]),
ie.

(DA =400 oy ) = (W22, |- tsnar)), 620,

We will also make use of the following property of analytic semigroups (see
[12, Chapter 2, Theorem 6.13]):

Vt>0 V§>0 the operator (—A,)°S,(t) is bounded and
||(_-’4p)68p(t)||LP(TN) < Cém .
The nonlinearity term F is defined as follows: for any p € [2, 00)

F:LP(TV) — w—2+Lp(TN)
z— Z aq D fo(2),

|| <21—1

(2.1)

where a, € R and the functions f,, |a| < 2] — 1, are smooth enough (exact
assumptions will be given later). Let us denote by f the vector of functions
(fa;la] <21 —1, aq # 0) and denote its length by ~.

Throughout this article we fix (Q,.%, (% )i>0,P), a stochastic basis
with a complete, right-continuous filtration. Let P denote the predictable
o-algebra on Q x [0, 7] associated with (%;);>0. For simplicity we will only
consider finite-dimensional noise, however, the result can be extended to
the infinite-dimensional case. Let 4 be a finite-dimensional Hilbert space
and let {e;}¢_, be its orthonormal basis. The process W is a d-dimensional
(Z#:)-Wiener process in i, i.e. it has an expansion of the form W(t) =
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Zle W;(t) e;, where W;, ¢ = 1,...,d, are mutually independent real-valued
standard Wiener processes relative to (.%#;)¢>0. The diffusion coefficient o is
then defined as

o@%ﬂ—ﬁL%Tﬂ

hHﬁE:m, Wi, hy,  ze LP(TN),
where the functions o1, ..., 04 satisfy the following linear growth condition
d
Sloi@ o <c(1+ef), zeTV,ceR. (2.2)

Since we are going to solve (1.1) in LP(T), for p € [2,0), we need to
ensure the existence of the stochastic integral as an LP(T% )-valued process.
Recall, that LP spaces, p € [2,00), as well as the Sobolev spaces WP, p €
[2,00), kK > 0, belong to a class of the so-called 2-smooth Banach spaces,
which are well suited for stochastic 1t6 integration. (A detailed construction
of stochastic integral for processes with values in 2-smooth Banach spaces
can be found in [4] or [11].) Let us denote by ~y(i; X) the space of all -
radonifying operators from i to a 2-smooth Banach space X. We will show
that o(z) € v(L; LP(TY)) for any z € LP(TV) and

HJ(Z)Hz()J;LP(’H‘N)) < C(l + ”ZH%P(’H‘N))'
Note, that the following fact holds true:
Vs >0 3Cs € (0,00) V&1,...,& independent N(0,1)-random variables

Vri,...,x, €R <E‘le£z ) =Cs (En: g)z
=1

_1
The proof is, by the way, easy: (> ;_; 27) 2 Y1, ;& is an N(0, 1)-random
variable. Let {&;}9_, be a sequence of independent N (0, 1)-random variables,
by the definition of a «-radonifying norm, using (2.3) and (2.2)

—&| Yo
LP(TN) Z{a L»(TN)
2
MN) ( E\Zamy, \y)
2
P

2
P
dy)

(2.4)

(2.3)

oI o ey EHZ&

< <EHZ&01‘('72(
d

([ (S lotnzon) ) <o [ arlswp)

=1
< C(1+lIzll7r(rw))

(NS

and the claim follows.
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The main result of this paper is as follows:
Theorem 2.1. Let p € [2,00), q € (2,00), m € N. We suppose that
ug € LI W™P(TN)) N L™9(Q; WhmP(TV))
and
fa €ECT™(R)NCHIR), |a|<20—1; o0;€ C™(TN xR), i=1,...,d,

have bounded derivatives up to order m. Then there exists a solution to (1.1)
which belongs to

LI(Q; C([0, T]; W™ P(TV)))

and the following estimate holds true
E sup ”u(t)”?/vm.p(wv) < C(l + E”UOH?;W.;,(TN) +E||u0||rvr;/ql.mp('ﬂ*fv))-
0<t<T
Corollary 2.2. Let k € Ny, q € (2,00) and ug € L1(Q; CFTL(TN)). Assume
that
fo € CFYR)NCAYR), |a| <20—1; o0, € CHHHTN xR), i=1,....,d,

have bounded derivatives up to order k + 1. Then there exists a solution to
(1.1) which belongs to

LY C([0,T),CA(TY)), A€ (0,1).

3. Preliminaries

For the reader’s convenience we shall first restate the following auxiliary result
which is taken from [13, Theorem 5.2.5].

Proposition 3.1. Let m € N, m > 2, p € [1,00). Suppose that the function
G € C™R) has bounded derivatives up to order m. If f € W™P(TN) N
Wme(TN) then the following estimate holds true

1CD lmngany < COA N rmogany + 1 lwmne))

with a constant independent of f.

Proof. Since G has a linear growth we have

IG(Hlzerry < CA+fllpeeryy)-
Next, we will employ the chain rule formula for partial derivatives of compo-
sitions:

[7I

DG(f@) =Y Y Cipar.a GV (@)D f(z)-- D f(x),
=1 a1 4-Fa=v
los |#0
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where v = (y1,...,9), & = (af,...,aN), i =1,...,1, are multiindices and

Cyl,01,...,a, are certain combinatorial constants. It is sufficient to consider
|v] = m. By the Holder inequality we obtain

l
HG(l)(f)Dalf"'Da"fHLp(TN) = ||G(l)HL°°(]R) H HDaifHL%(TN).
i=1

Due to interpolation inequalities, we have

| — 1

0; : _
CHfHWl mp(TN)”f”V[/m.p('[[‘N) with 0; = m—1

AU e 2z BE oy S
Therefore
0;
DG orwy < € max 3 H||f||wl R[4 L
a1 +-top=y i=1

|ai|#0

< Clr<rla’x ||f||Wf’:rz;(’H‘N)||f||["/¥/773P(TN)

< Ol fI[Fmp oy + L llwme o),

where we used the fact that a®(b/a)= 1 is monotone in # so the maximal
value is attained at x = 1 or x = m. The proof is complete. O

This result can be easily extended to more general outer function.

Corollary 3.2. Let m € N, m > 2,p € [1,00). Suppose that the function
G € C™(TN x R) has the linear growth

G, 8| <CL+¢)), zeTV, ¢eR, (3.1)

and bounded derivatives up to order m. If f € W™P(TN) N WLmP(TN) then
the following estimate holds true

1GCFD ey < O+ IE I moomy + [ Flwms o))
with a constant independent of f.

Remark 3.3. The situation is much easier for the first order derivatives: fix
p € [1,00) and let f € WhP(TN)

(i) if G € CY(R) with bounded derivative then
1G(Hllwrwyy < CA+ [ fllwrwmsy),

(ii) if G € CY(TYN x R) has the linear growth (3.1) and bounded derivative
then

|GG FOwresy < CA+ || fllwrems)),

where the constant C' is independent of f.
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4. Proof of the main result

Let us review the main ideas of the proof. The proof is divided into three steps.
In the first step, we apply the Banach fixed point theorem to conclude the
existence of an LP(T™)-valued mild solution of (1.1). In the second step, we
study Picard iterations of (1.1) and find a uniform estimate of the W1:P(T)-
norm. It is then used in the third step to derive a uniform estimate of the
W™P(TN)-norm. This estimate remains valid also for the limit process and
the statement follows.
These steps will be formulated in the form of propositions.

Proposition 4.1 (Fixed point argument). Let p, ¢ € [2,00). Assume that uy €
La(Q; LP(TN)) and

fa € CPLR), |a| <20-1; o, € CHTY xR), i=1,...,d,

have bounded derivatives of first order. Then there exists a unique mild solu-
tion to (1.1) which belongs to

LY x [0,T],P,dP @ dt; LP(TV)).
Proof. Let us denote
H = LY(Q x [0,T],P,dP® dt; LP(TV))

and define the mapping

() () = u0+/S t—s)F ds+/$ t —s)o(v(s)) dW (s)
=S, (t)uo + (1) (t) + (Ji/gv)() te[0,T], veH.

Here, we employ stochastic integration in LP(T?) as introduced in Section
2. We shall prove that J# maps 7 into s and that it is a contraction.
Since ug € L(Q; LP(TY)) it follows easily that S(t)ug € . In order

to estimate the second term, let § = 2l2—ll and note that
Syt — 5)F(0(s)) = Sp(t — 8)(=Ap)° (=A) " Y~ aaD*fu(v(s)),
la|<21—-1
an#0

)

where the operator (—.A4,)° commutes with the semigroup and the operator

B, : LP(TY;RY) — LP(TV)
{Zoz}lzl’—>(_-’4p)_6 Z aoD%2q
la|<20—1

aq#0

is bounded. Indeed, the operators L™ (TY) — L™(TV), v+ aaD*(—A,) %0,
|a| < 20 — 1, are clearly bounded. If p* is the conjugate exponent to p and
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z € LP(TV;R7) then

H (—A,)~° Z aa D2,

|| <20—1 Lr(TN)
aq#0
= sup / (—A,)7° Z ao D"z () v(z) dz
verL?” (Tv) |JTV la<20—1
Hv”Lp*(TN)Sl aq7#0

= sup Z / Za () a0 D (= Ay ) 0v(x) da

veL? (V) | |a|<2i-1
loll e oy 1 a0

= sup /TN <z(x), {aaDa(—Ap*)5v(x)}|a9l_1>w d

veLP (TV) a0
Hv”Lp* (TN) <1

< |lzlloavieyy  sup H{aaDa(_Ap*)_év}\aKZlfl‘
veL?" (TN) aa#0
<1

L* (TN ;R7)
1ol p ey <

<C ”Z”LP(TN;RV)

and the claim follows. Next, all f,, |a] < 20 — 1, have bounded derivatives
hence at most linear growth, so it holds for any z € LP(T")

1 ooy < O+ 2lliogen)- (4.1)

Indeed, using p-norm as an equivalent norm on Euclidean space R”

MOl / falz@)Pde < D, C/ (14 [z(2)F) dz

|a|<20—1 |a|<20—1
aa#() aa;éO

< O+ 27
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If v € , then using the above remark, the fact (2.1), the estimate (4.1) and
the Young inequality for convolutions we obtain

T t
Jotiollty = [ | [ St = 9r ) g a

<e ' ( / = ansy - s)Bpﬂv(s))||LP(TN)ds)th

<08 [ ([ G Bl e s

U = I A
<or [ ([ i 0t s i

T
<TI0 [ (14 o)lren) 'ds = C T (7 + o],
0
(4.2)

Next, by the Burkholder-Davis-Gundy inequality for martingales with values
in 2-smooth Banach spaces (see [3], [11]), we have

sl =2 [ [ 8- sitisnaws

q
dt
Lr(TN)

< C/OT]E</Ot ||Sp(t—s)a(v(s))||i(u;Lp(TN))ds>2 a (43)

T t
SCTQT/O IE/O 1o ()| g ooy s .

The 7-radonifying norm can be computed using (2.3) similarly as in (2.4).
Let {&}L, be a sequence of independent A/(0, 1)-random variables

lo N wizoany) = <EH g& ai(:, (s, '))‘ ;(TN)>%
< (Eug@ o5, )| W))% <(/ E‘z_:f :y,0(5.) pdy)%
([, (i |m<y,v<s,y>>|2)gdy)% <c( [ a+ |v<s,y>lp)dy)%

< O+ [0 rny)-
Therefore

T t
|y <15 7B [ (Ut folo)faon)dsdt < CTHE + o).

We conclude that () C € for any T > 0.
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In order to show the contraction property of %, we will follow the
approach from (4.2) and use the Lipschitz continuity of f. Indeed, fo, || <1,
have bounded derivatives so they are Lipschitz continuous so

£ (z1) = F(z2)lloavy < Cllzs — 2allLorny, 215 22 € LP(TY),

can be proved as (4.1). For v,w € 5

/ St — ) (F(u(o) - Fu(s))) ds

q
dt

Lr(TN)

/ ( / I(=4)°8, (t = )8, (f(U(S))—f(w(s)))||Lp(TN)ds)th

< CE / ( / = p(f<v<s>>—f<w<s>)||Lp<TN>ds)th
<ce [ ' ( / t Tl - f<w<s>>||Lp<TN>ds)th

<CE / ' ( / t Tl - w(s)llmmds)th

T
< CTIO-DE / los) = w(s) 12, (rxyds = C T2 [[o w[%.
0

T
|0~ Al =

In the case of % we employ the same calculations as in (4.3) and the sequel.

q

| A0 — Azw||®, :E/OT /OtSp(t—s)(a(U(s))—a(w(s))>dW(s) LP(TN;it
< C/OTIE(/OtHSp(t—s)(U(v M sy s)
<oT /OTE/(: o (w(s)) — (]| g oy s

For the y-radonifying norm we have

||J(U(s)) - U(w(s))Hi(u;LP(TN)

LP(’I[‘N)>

L»(TN)

_ c(/ (i o3y v(s, ) — 0s(y, w(s, )| )gdy)

< C [[o(s) — w(s) L, gy
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where the last inequality follows from the fact that all o;, 7 = 1,...,d, have
bounded derivatives therefore are Lipschitz continuous. We conclude

|0 — oty < T — .
Consequently
[0 — Hwl| e <C(T° +T%)|Jv—wl e,
where the constant does not depend on 7" and wug. Therefore, if
C(r'°+7T%) <1 (4.4)

then the mapping " has unique fixed point w in . which is a mild solution of
(1.1). The condition on T' can be easily removed by considering the equation
on intervals [0, 77, [T, 277, ... with T" satisfying (4.4). O

The estimates from previous proposition can be improved in order to
obtain a better regularity of w.

Proposition 4.2 (Estimate in W?(T")). Let p € [2,00), q € (2,00). Assume
that ug € LI(Q; WEP(TN)) and

fo € C*LR), |a| <20—1; o; € CHTN xR), i=1,...,d,

have bounded derivatives of first order. Then the mild solution of (1.1) belongs
to

LA C([0, T); WHP(T™)))

and the following estimate holds true

q q
B sup [u(O)fyrmy < OO+ Elollfn o) (4.5)

Proof. Recall that u is the limit of Picard iterations: let u°(t) = ug and for
n € N define

u™(t) = Sp(t) uo + /0 Sp(t—s) F(un—l(s)) ds

v [ 8o t) awes
We will show

EO?:ET Hu"(t)H?NLP(TN) <C(1+ EHUOH?/Vl,p('I[‘N))’ Vn €N, (4.6)
with a constant C' independent of n. By induction on n, assume that the
hypothesis is satisfied for u»~! and compute the estimate for u”. We will
proceed term by term and follow the ideas of Proposition 4.1. Consider the
operators S,(t), t > 0, restricted to the Sobolev space W1?(TV) and denote
them by Si (), t > 0. These operators form a bounded analytic semigroup
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on WHP(TVN) generated by the part of A, in WHP(TV) (see [2, Theorem
V.2.1.3]). Let us denote this generator by A; ,. Therefore we have

E sup |S,(t)uoll?,1, =E sup ||S1,)uolld .,
Ogth” () 0||W1, (TN) ogth” 1,p() 0||W1, (TN)
< CEHUOH;I/VLP(TN)-

As above, let § = 212—_[1 and consider the operator

Bip : WHP(TV;RY) — WHP(TV)
Gl (A Y auD

lal<2l-1
aq#0

We will show that it is a bounded operator. Indeed, according to Proposition
4.1, for any z € WLP(TN: R7),

HBLPZHLp(TN) < Ollzll o1~ jrry -

For any multiindex 8 = (81, ..., 8n) such that |3] = 1, we can write

ID7B1 2 ooy = ||DP(~Ap)~H (=) 5 3 Dz,
la|<21—1
an7#0

Lp(TN)’

where the operator LP(TN) — LP(TN), v — D8 (—A,) " 2v, is bounded. For

each a, |a] <20 —1, let us fix a multiindex o’ such that it is of order 1 and

a — o' is also a multiindex, i.e. |o/| =1 and |a — &/| = |a| — 1. Note, that the
—2142

operators L"(TN) — L"™(TN), v = aoD* ' (= A,) "2 v, |a| < 21 — 1, are
bounded as well. If p* is the conjugate exponent to p we conclude

[cA4)FE 3 awpz,

Lr(TN)
la|<20-1
aq#0
—2142
= sup /N(—Ap) 20 E ao DYz (x) v(z) do
veL? (TV) | /T la|<21—1
Hv”Lp* (TN)Sl aq#0

’ 7 —2142

= sup E / D% zo () an D™ (—Ap«) 27 v(z)dx
vel? (TY) ||aj<2i-17T

ol e ony <1 am st

< H{Dalza}m\gilo—l’
Ao

L»(TN;R")

a—a —2142
{aaD (=Ap )77V f <21

aq#0

X sup
veL?” (TV)
ol p* (povy <1

Lr* (TN ;R7)

< Cllzllwre ey gy
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and the claim follows. Therefore, we have

¢ q
E sup /Sp(t—s)F(unfl(s)) ds
0<t<TI| JO Wlp(TN)
t q
< . _ 0 _ n—1
<e g ([ J-as- 08000 )

q
ds)
W1 (TN)

(— A1) S1p(t = )Bupf (w7 (5) |

t
<E sup </
0<t<T \ Jo

t 1 e g
< 0B s ([ ) oo

0<t<T

< T 9K sup Hf( e )
0<t<T

O) 0oy

To deduce a similar estimate for the stochastic term, we need to consider
stochastic integration in W1P(T™). It holds

. d B 2 3
Ho_(unfl(s))Hﬂy(u;wlyp(TN)) = (EH ;gz Ui(-,u 1(3, '))le,p(’ﬂ‘N)>

< (EHifi (—Ap)g“fi("“”1(8"))’;@%)2
:c</w (i‘(—A )70 (y,u" " (5,9)] )%dy>q
< ci o (-, u™ HWlP(TN)

Since ¢ € (2,00), we make use of the maximal estimate for stochastic con-
volution [3, Corollary 3.5] which can be proved by the factorization method.
For the reader’s convenience we recall the basic steps of the proof. According
to the stochastic Fubini theorem [4, Proposition 3.3(v)],

i n—1 _ 1 ! a—1
/0 Sp(t = s)o(u"*(s))dW (s) = (o) /0 (t—s)*7Sp(t — s)y(s)ds,
where
W) = ey [ (5= 1Sy = e ) aw (),

Hence application of the Holder, Burkholder-Davis-Gundy and Young in-
equalities yields (here the constant C' is independent on T')

/0 S,(t — )o (w1 (s))dW (s)

q

E sup

0<t<T Wlp(TN)

T
< CT?‘lE/O [|o(u~ )ny(ﬂWlp(TN))
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SO
. q
E sup /Sp(t—s)a(unfl(s))dW(s)
o<t<T || Jo Whp(TN)
d T
q_
<CTH SR [ o0 om0
i=1
1 q
<crt ;EOZ?pT i (a1 ) [[Yyno oy
and finally

. n q q
EO;E’T [|u (t)HWl.p(TN) < CEHUOHWLP(TN)

+ TR iup ||f(“n_1(t))||?/vw(w)

q
FOTHSE s o0

where the constant does not depend on n. Now, we make use of Remark 3.3
and obtain

E suwp [u™ @10y < CBlluolfyn )

a(1-8) | 4 ‘ "I
RO LT (148 s Ol )

Let us make an additional hypothesis: assume that T is such that
Cr=C(T90~9 4 7%) < 1. (4.7)
Denoting K, = Esupy<;<p ||u"(t)||%v1.p(TN), n € Np, we have
Kn é CEHU‘O”([Z/VLP(TN) + CT (1 + anl)

and inductively in n

B s [ Olfynv) < Or(+Bluolipuay).  (49)
where Cr is independent 7. So (4.6) follows if T is sufficiently small.

In order to remove this condition, we consider a suitable partition of
the interval [0, T]. Let T > 0 satisfy (4.7) and 0 < T <27 < --- < KT =T
for some K € N. Fix k € {1,..., K}. We will study the processes u™, n € N,
on the interval [(k — 1)T,kT] and find an estimate similar to (4.8). Each
u™, n € N, is the unique mild solution to the corresponding linear equation

= [.Au"—!—F(u"_l)}dt—Fo(u"_l) dw, zeTVN te(0,7T),
u(0) = ug.

Let v(t,s,;up),t > s > 0, be the mild solution of this problem with the
initial condition ug given at time s. It follows from the uniqueness that for
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arbitrary t >r >s>0
v(t,ryo(r, s;ug)) = v(t, s;uo) P-a.s.

and therefore we can write
t

u™(t) =8y (t — (k — D)T)u"((k — 1)T) + /(k_l)T~ Syt — s)F(u""1(s)) ds

+ /( Syt — s)o(u"'(s)) AW (s), te k- T, T].

k—1)T

Following the same approach as above we obtain

E  swp a8, < OT(1 +E[Ju((k - 1)T) H(;M(TN))
(k—1)T<t<kT

with a constant similar to Cr in (4.8). Hence

E sup ||un(t)||§1/v1.p(qr1\r)
(k—=1)T<t<kT
< C'T(l—i—E sup ||Un(t)H?/V1,p(qu))

(k=2)T<t<(k—1)T

< @) + (Co) Elluol by oy < L+ Ellallly ey,

] >

1

.
I

where the constant C is independent of k& and n. Finally, the estimate (4.6)
follows:

E sup |u™()]|%.. =E max sup lu™ ()%,
0<t<T Wle(TN) kel K (ho1)T2t<kT W1l.p(TN)

K
< ZE sup ||u"(t)||%v11p(TN) < KC’(I + E”UOH(IWLP(TN))-
=1 (k=1)T<t<kT

We have now all in hand to deduce that the sequence {u™; n € N} is

bounded in
LY L0, T; WHP(TY)))

and therefore has a weak-star convergent subsequence. Any norm is weakly
lower semicontinuous so we get the estimate (4.5) for the limit process u.
Moreover, since the stochastic convolution has a continuous modification ac-
cording to [3, Corollary 3.5], the proof is complete. O

Proof of regularity in higher order Sobolev spaces (order greater than 1)
is more complicated as the norm of a superposition does not, in general, grow
linearly with the norm of the inner function (cf. Proposition 3.1, Corollary
3.2, Remark 3.3).

Proposition 4.3 (Estimate in W™?(TY)). Let p € [2,00), q € (2,00), m € N,
m > 2. Assume that ug € L9(; W™P(TN)) N L™(Q; WL™P(TN)) and

fa €CT™(R)NCHLR), |a|<20—1; o0;€ C™(TN xR), i=1,...,d,
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have bounded derivatives up to order m. Then the mild solution of (1.1)
belongs to

LI(Q; C([0, T]; W™P(TY)))

and the following estimate holds true

E sup [u(®lfymper) < O+ B0l o) + Eltolimrsy)- (49)

Proof. First, we intend to prove the following estimate for the Picard itera-
tions

E st [0 () ey < COFEN0 ey + L0l o) (4:10)

with a constant independent of n. By induction on n, assume that the hy-
pothesis is satisfied for v”~! and compute the estimate for «™. The following
arguments and calculations are mostly similar to those in Proposition 4.2.
Recall that according to (4.6), we have

E sup ||u p < C(1+ Elluo||5d oy , vneN. (4.11
S O oy < OO+ Bl ey (4.11)
Let us consider the restrictions of the operators Sy(t), t > 0, to the Sobolev
space WP (TY) and denote them by S, ,(t), t > 0. By [2, Theorem V.2.1.3],

we obtain a strongly continuous semigroup of on W™P (T ) generated by part
of A, in W™P(TN). We denote the generator by A,, ,. It follows

\ q - . q
EQ;‘;ET ||Sp(t)u0||wm,p(qr1\r) =E sup ||vap(t)u0||w7mp(’[[‘1\f)
< CEHUOHWm »(TN

)
As above, we employ the following bounded operator: let § = 21

21
By @ WP(TV,RY) — W™P(TV)
{Za}lle(_Ap)76 Z aoD%zq,

la|<20—-1
aq7#0

/ Sp(t —3) ~!(s)) ds
0<t<T

t

<E sup </

o<t<T \ Jo

t

<E sup </

o<t<T \ Jo

K 1 n—1 !
< CE sup (/0 m“f(u (5))||Wmm(TN)ds)

0<t<T

E sup

Wmp(TN)

At~ g O ds)

(_Am,p)ésm,p(t - S)Bm,pf(unil(s)) Hw7mp(TN)ds)

< CTq(lfé)E n—1 t q )
< o2 1 ) s oy
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And for the stochastic term

g

||J(u”*1(s)) ||i(u;WmvP(’[[‘N)) = (EH i& i (- u" (s, -)) H2 )5

WnL.p(’]I‘N)

q

p P
LP(’H‘N))
q

d I3 »
=C(/TN(;|(—A)5" ou (g <s,y>)|2)2dy)
d
<3 o= o

< (] 6 (o6, )
i=1

hence
t q
E sup /Sp(t—s)a(unfl(s))dW(s)
o<t<T || Jo W (TN)
T
<CTHE [ o0 ) [ gpmncor 0

d T
< CT%”ZE / o (-1 15, D) [y 08

<CT*Y E oY N .
2 Sl (7 () oy

We conclude

. n q q
EO;?ET ||U (t)HWm,p(’I[‘N) < CEHUOHWm.p(TN)

Cqu 5)E n— 1 q
+ ;ngHf( ) sy oo vy

CT2 Y E i (um (¢
* Z (22l

Applying Proposition 3.1, Corollary 3.2 and (4.11) we obtain

)] [

. n q q q(1-9) i
EO?ET ™ () Sy m.n vy < CElwollfym.ppny + C(T +77)

x [14+E sup [[u™t@)||0% .. +E sup [|u" " (®)||% >
(14 00 [ O o+ B 0 [0

< CEJluollfym.p(rny + C(T10-9) 4 74)

mq 3 n—1 q
(1 B0l ey + B 510 1" O, )
Let T satisfy the following condition
Cr = O(T910=9 4 T%) < 1

17
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and define K, = Esupy<;<p [Ju™(t )||Wm vy T E No, Lo = IEJ||u0HW1 mp (TN
Then we have

Kn S CEHUOH?}VM,,})(TN) + CT(]- + LO + anl)
hence inductively in n

EozltlgT ||un(t)|‘;1/v7n,p(’ﬂ‘1\f) C (1 + EHU’OHWNL P TN) + EHUOHTVY{L/qlan(’H‘N)))

where the constant does not depend on n. Therefore (4.10) follows under the
additional hypothesis upon T'. However, this condition can be removed by
the same approach as in Proposition 4.2.

Similarly to Proposition 4.2 we deduce that the sequence {u"; n € N}
is bounded in

L9(Q; L0, T; WP(T)))

and therefore (4.9) holds true. Existence of a continuous modification follows
again from [3, Corollary 3.5]. O

Proof of Theorem 2.1. If m = 1 the proof is an immediate consequence of
Propositions 4.1 and 4.2. The case m > 2 follows from Propositions 4.1, 4.2
and 4.3. (]

Proof of Corollary 2.2. Let m = k+1. According to Theorem 2.1 there exists
a solution of (1.1) which belongs to

LY@ C([0, T, W™P(TY))),  ¥p € [2,00).
If p > N, then according to the Sobolev embedding theorem, the space

Wm-P(TN) is continuously embedded in C**(TY) for A € (0,1— N/p). Hence
the assertion follows. O

Acknowledgment

The author is indebted to Arnaud Debussche and Jan Seidler for valuable
consultations and comments.

References

[1] H. Amann, M. Hieber, G. Simonett, Bounded Ho-calculus for elliptic opera-
tors. Diff. Int. Eq. 7 (1994), 613-653.

[2] H. Amann, Linear and Quasilinear Parabolic Problems. Birkhauser Verlag,
Basel, Boston, Berlin, 1995.

[3] Z. Brzezniak, On stochastic convolution in Banach spaces and applications.
Stoch. Stoch. Rep. 61 (1997), 245-295.

[4] Z. Brzezmiak, Stochastic partial differential equations in M-type 2 Banach
spaces. Potential Anal. 4 (1995), 1-45.

[5] F. Flandoli, Dirichlet boundary value problem for stochastic parabolic equations:
Compatibility relations and regularity of solutions. Stoch. Stoch. Rep. 29 (3)
(1990), 331-357.

[6] I. Gyongy, C. Rovira, On LP-solutions of semilinear stochastic partial diffe-
rential equations. Stochastic Process. Appl. 90 (2000), 83-108.



Strong Solutions of Semilinear SPDEs 19

[7] M. Hofmanovd, Degenerate parabolic stochastic partial differential equations.
to appear.

[8] N. V. Krylov, A W3'-theory of the Dirichlet problem for SPDEs in general
smooth domains. Probab. Theory Related Fields 98 (3) (1994), 389-421.

[9] N. V. Krylov, B. L. Rozovskii, On the Cauchy problem for linear stochastic
partial differetial equations. Izv. Akad. Nauk. SSSR Ser. Mat. 41 (6) (1977),
1329-1347; English transl. Math. USSR Izv. 11 (1977).

[10] N. V. Krylov, B. L. Rozovskii, Stochastic evolution equations. Itogi Nauki i
Tekhniki. Ser. Sovrem. Probl. Mat. 14, VINITI, Moscow, 1979, 71-146; English
transl. J. Sov. Math., 16 (4) (1981), 1233-1277.

[11] M. Ondrejat, Uniqueness for stochastic evolution equations in Banach spaces.
Dissertationes Mathematicae 426 (2004), 1-63.

[12] A. Pazy, Semigroups of Linear Operators and Applications to Partial Differen-
tial Fquation. Applied Mathematical Sciences, Vol. 44, Springer-Verlag, New
York, Berlin, Heidelberg, Tokyo, 1983.

[13] T. Runst, W. Sickel, Sobolev Spaces of Fractional Order, Nemytskij Operators,
and Nonlinear Partial Differential Equations. de Gruyter Series in Nonlinear
Analysis and Applications, vol. 3, Walter de Gruyter & Co., Berlin, 1996.

[14] X. Zhang, Smooth solutions of non-linear stochastic partial differential equa-
tions driven by multiplicative noises. Sci. China Math. 53 (2010), 2949-2972.

[15] X. Zhang, Regularities for semilinear stochastic partial differential equations.
J. Funct. Anal. 249 (2007), 454-476.

Martina Hofmanové

Department of Mathematical Analysis

Faculty of Mathematics and Physics, Charles University
Sokolovska 83

186 75 Praha 8

Czech Republic

Institute of Information Theory and Automation of the ASCR
Pod Vodérenskou vézi 4

182 08 Praha 8

Czech Republic

IRMAR, ENS Cachan Bretagne, CNRS, UEB

av. Robert Schuman

35 170 Bruz

France

e-mail: martina.hofmanova@bretagne.ens-cachan.fr



