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In many areas of histopathology there are one or two leading texts that everyone uses and few authors attempt to compete with. This is not the case in orthopaedic pathology where there are many books on the market, with no single work being generally regarded as the definitive text covering all aspects of this field. This perhaps reflects the fact that, while tumour pathology is well dealt with, non-tumour orthopaedic pathology remains problem area.

In the preface, the editor states that the book is aimed at the surgical pathology resident with the hope that it may also be of use to the practising pathologist, graduate student, academic orthopaedic surgeon or skeletal radiologist. The preface also states that the book should serve as a benchside companion, suggesting a fairly ambitious duality of purpose.

So how well does it serve its potential purposes? From educational point of view, there are good sections on bone and joint anatomy and physiology, and the book covers the broad background of bone and joint diseases well, although it seems a little strange to have two sections on biomechanics. The sections on radiology, molecular biology and tumour management also provide useful background information. Also, of particular value are the sections on bone infections and prosthesis pathology, topics often poorly covered by other texts, This book is perhaps not so strong as a bench text for the surgical pathologist. At a practical level one can generally divide orthopaedic and soft tissue pathology into tumour and non-tumour pathology, although there is some overlap. Tumours are well covered by detailed authoritative texts such as Enzinger and Weiss and Mirra, but there is arguably a role for a briefer text to set one on the right diagnostic path. The tumour pathology chapters of this book do serve this function to some extent. The bone chapter would be improved by more and better quality photomicrographs, given that bone tumour diagnosis is so strongly dependent on morphology. The soft tissue chapter lacks detail on how to distinguish between differential diagnoses but, given its brevity relative to the size of the subject, it is a brave attempt, is nicely illustrated and would be quite a good read for someone preparing for a professional examination that covers musculoskeletal histopathology. The non-tumour sections do provide some useful information for the surgical pathologist, but it is presented more from an educational than a practical point of view.

To conclude, I think that this is a reasonably good reference text on basic musculoskeletal pathology with one or two particularly good sections. It would be suitable for an enthusiastic resident with an interest in musculoskeletal pathology and is probably a worthwhile investment for a training department. I would not recommend it as a bench reference text for the surgical pathologist.
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