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Sustained lower rates of breast cancer incidence in France in 2007

We previously reported a decrease in breast cancer incidence between 2003 and 2006 for only women aged 50 or above in France [START_REF] Allemand | Decline in breast cancer incidence in 2005 and 2006 in France : a paradoxical trend[END_REF]. The magnitude and timing of decrease varied by age [START_REF] Se ´radour | Changes by age in breast cancer incidence, mammography screening and hormone therapy use in France from 2000 to[END_REF]. This was in the context of a substantial reduction in hormonal replacement therapy (HRT) prescriptions after 2001.

In this update we report that, this decrease has been maintained into 2007 only for the women 55-64 years old. We used the same national data sources on HRT prescribing and on breast cancer in France up to 2007 [START_REF] Se ´radour | Changes by age in breast cancer incidence, mammography screening and hormone therapy use in France from 2000 to[END_REF].

The number of HRT users has dropped by 64% between 2001 and 2007, and remained low after 2004 compared to 2001. The largest decrease was observed in women 55-64 years old, the group in which the prevalence of HRT use has been highest and the decrease most pronounced: 32% in 2001, 19% in 2004, and 11% in 2007. Recent publication from Sweden also reported a significant decrease in incidence confined to women 50-59 years of age, in the same context of dramatic decline in the use of HRT [START_REF] Lambe | Reductions in use of hormone replacement therapy: effects on B. Se ´radour (&) ARCADES (Association pour la recherche et le de ´pistage des cancers du sein, du col de l'ute ´rus et des cancers colorectaux)[END_REF].

Figure 1 shows that breast cancer incidence rates in France in women aged 55-59 and 60-64 years old decreased 14.7% [95% CI 12.2 to 17.2%] and 12.6% [95% CI 10. 

  1 to 15.1%] from 2003 to 2007. No significant change was observed in the age groups 50-54 and 65-69. The slight decline observed in those age groups between 2003 and 2006 (0.7 and 2.1%, respectively) was followed by an increase in 2007. Mammography use increased continuously in France between 1990 and 2005, and was stable in 2006 and 2007 after the implementation of the National Breast Cancer Screening Programme in 2004. Participation rates for French women aged 50-74 years were 40.2% in 2004 increasing to 50.8% in 2007. The upward trend concerned all age groups. Digital mammography was allowed in the screening programme from 2008. Gradual development of screening and change in technology cannot account for the reduction in breast cancer incidence. Breast cancer trends in France are thus broadly similar to those of Western countries where prevalence of HRT use was high [4-9].Differences between countries may be the reflect of different types of HRT and duration of use.In France the range of HRT preparations differs from what is found in the United States, but our results indicate also in France a striking correlation between fall in HRT use and the decline in incidence of breast cancer, in women older than 55 years.
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