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Abstract

We first show the convergence of a rescaled heavy tailed Markov
renewal process (7,.J) towards the a-stable regenerative set. As the
state space of the governing Markov chain J is continuous, one has to
resort to the integrated behavior of the Markov mass renewal function.
In a second part we apply this result to the critical regime of the strip
wetting model. We compute the scaling limits of the contact points
of the polymer with the strip by giving the explicit form of its Radon
Nykodym derivative with respect to the law of the zero level set of a
standard brownian motion.

Keywords: heavy tailed Markov renewals, scaling limits, random walks
conditioned to stay positive, regenerative sets.

Mathematics subject classification (2000): 60F77, 60K15, 60K20,
60K05, 82B27.

1 Introduction and main results.

1.1 The Markov renewal setup.

This work mainly focuses on the scaling limits of a Markov renewal process
with heavy tailed renewal times. By a Markov renewal process, we mean a
point process 7 on N whose increments 74, . .., T,—7,_1, - . . are not necessarily
ii.d., but governed by a Markov chain J with measurable state space &.

*Université Paris-Dauphine, Ceremade, CNRS UMR 7534, F 75016 Paris France. e-
mail: jusohier@gmail.com



Throughout this paper, we will assume that £ = [0,a] where a is strictly
positive and that it is equipped with the standard Borel o-field.

The Markov dependence of J on 7 may be described in various equivalent
ways, one of them being the following:

1. First consider a kernel of the form K, 4,(n) with z,y € R,n € Z,
that is a function K : R x B(R) x Z* +— R* where B(R) denotes the
Borel o-field of R and such that for fixed n € Z*, K..(n) verifies the
following;:

e for each x € R, K, .(n) is a o-finite measure on R.

o for every I' € B(R), K. p(n) is a Borel function.

We will always assume that the kernels K that we consider have a
density with respect to the Lebesgue measure that we denote by k, ,(n).

2. Then sample J as a Markov chain on £ with Jy = 0 and with transition
kernel

PlJop1 € dylJy = 2] =Y Ky gy(m). (1)

m>1

3. Finally sample the increments (7; — 7;_1);>1 as a sequence of indepen-
dent, but not identically distributed random variables according to the
conditional law:

kJ’ran-‘rl (m)

le kJnan+1 (j) ’

Plroi1 — 7 = ml{Ji}iz0] = 5 n,m>0. (2

Markov renewal processes have been introduced independently by Lévy
[Levb6] and Smith [Smi55], and their basic properties have been studied by
Pyke [Pyk61], Cinlar [Cin68] and Pyke and Schauffele [PS64] among oth-
ers. They have been widely used recently as a convenient tool to describe
phenomena arising in models issued from statistical mechanics, and more
particularly in models related to pinning models, such as the periodic wet-
ting model ([CGZ07] and the monograph [Gia07][Chapter 3]) or the 1 + 1
dimensional field with Laplacian interaction ([CDO08] and [CD09]).

We will show our results in the case where the kernel K satisfies the
following assumptions.

Assumption 1.1. We make the following assumptions on the kernel K :

e the transition function of the Markov chain J is absolutely continuous
with respect to Lebesque measure, and its density k(-,-) is continuous
and strictly positive on the whole square [0, a)?.
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o There exist ®(-) a strictly positive continuous bounded function on
[0,a)? and L(-) a slowly varying function such that the equivalence

L(n
1/dyP[m =n, 1 € dy|Jy = x| = kyy(n) ~ O(z, y)nl<+c)M (3)

holds uniformly for (x,y) € [0,a]*; moreover, we assume that the
Markovian renewal is non defective, that is for every x € [0,al:

/ " }ZKx,dy(n) = 1. (4)

n>1
A few remarks about these assumptions are in order:

e We will use the following notation which is valid for every measurable
Aeo(r):

1

d—yP[A, J1 € dy] =: P[A, J; = y]. (5)

The fact that k is continuous implies that this definition makes sense

everywhere, and not only almost everywhere. Note also that one has

the equality:

bz, y) = diy S Kpay(n) = 3 iy (). (6)

n>1 n>1

e The first part of Assumption 1.1 implies in particular the fact that J is a
regular Markov chain (see [Fel71][VIIL,7]). Regular Markov chains with
strictly positive density are arguably the simplest example of Markov
chains with continuous state space which still satisfy the basic ergodic
theorem. More precisely, it is well known that every strictly positive
regular kernel on a closed interval is ergodic, and also that the ergod-
icity of such a kernel is equivalent to the existence of a strictly positive
stationary distribution which we will denote by II (see [Fel71][VIIL,7,
Theorems 1 and 2]).

e The second part of Assumption 1.1 expresses some kind of long range
independence between 7 and J; we stress that this property is verified
at least for the Markov renewal process we consider in the second part
of this paper.

A consequence of equation (3) is the fact that the Markov renewal process
7 has steps distribution with nfinite mean. We point out that even for ordi-
nary renewal processes, the exact asymptotic behavior of the Green function



in the case of infinite mean has been a longstanding problem which has been
solved in great generality only recently (see [Don97]). The extension of this
deep result to the framework of Markov renewal theory has been achieved in
the case of finite state modulating chain in [CGZ06], but it turns out that
their techniques do not extend to the continuous state case we are consider-
ing here. As a matter of fact, we are not able to show precise estimates on
the rate of decay of the Green function, but it turns out that we do not need
them to show our main results.

The aim of this paper is to give a description of the large scale behavior
of the set 7; we first need some terminology. We consider the class C,, of
closed subsets of [0, 00) which we endowe with the Mathéron topology which
we describe next. For ¢ > 0, F € Cy, we set di(F) := inf(F N (¢,00)). The
function ¢ — d.(F') is right continuous and F' may be identified to d.(F') as
F ={t € R",d;-(F) = 0}. The space of such functions may be endowed
with the standard Skorohod topology, and this topology gives the Mathéron
topology via the previous identification. Under this topology, C, is compact,
separable and compact, hence it is a Polish space.

Finally, we introduce the classical notion of «a stable regenerative set;
recall that a subordinator is a non decreasing Lévy process. It is said to be
a-stable (a € (0, 1)) if its Lévy-Khintchine exponent ¢()\) is equal to A*. The
« stable regenerative set is then defined as being the closure of the range of
the a stable subordinator.

If the Markov renewal process (1,.J) verifies Assumption 1.1, we show
that the following result holds, it is actually the main result of this paper.

Theorem 1.2. The rescaled sets (T(yy)n converge in law towards the set
A, N[0, 1] where A, denotes the a stable-regenerative set.

Let us note that such a result has been shown in the classical renewal
framework in [Gia07][Theorem 2.7] by making use of the pointwise conver-
gence of the Lévy exponent of a Poisson process whose range is equal to 7y,
towards the one of the « stable-regenerative set, which directly implies the
result (see [FFMS85]); the same idea is not available in our setup since the
increments of 7 are no longer i.i.d. Another idea which does not work in our
setup has been used in [CGZO07] to prove a very similar result in the context
of weakly inhomogeneous wetting models; the authors use in an essential way
the finiteness of the state space of the governing Markov chain J.



1.2 Application to the strip wetting model.
1.2.1 Definition of the model.

The main motivation for proving Theorem 1.2 has been provided by a model
which originates from statistical mechanics and which we describe now.

We consider (S,,),>0 a random walk such that Sy :=0and S,, := > | X
where the X/s are i.i.d. and X; has a density h(-) with respect to the
Lebesgue measure. We denote by P the law of S, and by P, the law of
the same process conditioned on {Sy = x}. We will assume that A(-) is con-
tinuous and bounded on R, that A(-) is positive in a neighborhood of the
origin, that E[X] = 0 and that E[X?] =: 6% € (0, 00).

The fact that h is continuous and positive in the neighborhood of the
origin entails that

ng == %rellg{(P[Sn > a], P[-S, > a]) € (0,1)*} < oo. (7)
In the sequel, we will assume that ny = 1 (and thus that (P[—S; > a], P[S] >
a]) € (0,1)%). We stress that our work could be easily extended to the generic
ng > 2 case, althought this should lead to some specific technical difficulties
(for example one should extend Theorem 1.2 to the case where the transition
function of J may vanish on [0, a}).
We consider the event Cy := {S; > 0,...,Sy > 0}. We define the
probability law Py, 5 on RY by

N
dPy ., 1
P b._ exp (ﬁ; 1Ske[0,a]> 1, (8)

 INap

where N € N, € R and Zy, 3 is the normalisation constant usually called
the partition function of the system.

Py pis a (141)—dimensional model for a linear chain of length N which
is attracted or repelled to a defect strip of width a. By (14 1)—dimensional,
we mean that the configurations of the linear chain are described by the
trajectories (i, ¢;);<n of the field, so that we are dealing with directed models.
The strength of this interaction with the strip is tuned by the parameter
8. Regarding the terminology, note that the use of the term wetting has
become customary to describe the positivity constraint Cy and refers to the
interpretation of the field as an effective model for the interface of separation
between a liquid above a wall and a gas, see [DGZ05].

The purpose of this part is to investigate the behavior of Py, 3 in the
large N limit. In particular, we would like to understand when the reward
is strong enough to pin the chain near the defect strip, a phenomenon that
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we will call localization, and what are the macroscopic effects of the reward
on the system. We point out that this kind of questions have been answered
in depth in the case of the standard wetting model, that is formally in the
a = 0 case, and that the problem of extending these results to the case where
the defects are in a strip has been posed in [Gia07, Chapter 2].

{Sn}

Figure 1: A trajectory of Pg, , 5 with 12 pinned sites. The graph (n, S,,) is an
interface separating a dry zone from a wet zone. The interface is conditioned
to stay above a wall which attracts or repels it when it comes close to the
wall

1.2.2 The free energy.

A standard way to define localization for our model is by looking at the
Laplace asymptotic behavior of the partition function Zy,3 as N — oo.
More precisely, one may define the free energy F'(3) by

F(B) = Jim - Tog (Zxas). 9)

The basic observation is that the free energy is non-negative. One has
the inequality:

ZNap 2 E

N
exp (5 Z 1Sk€[0,a}) 1Sk>a,k:12,...,N] (10)

k=1
>P[S;>a,j=1...,N].
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Choose some M > a such that P[S; € [a, M]] > 0. Integrating over S;, one
gets:

PIS, > a,j=1,...,N] 2/ WP, [Sy > a,..., Su1 > aldt. (1)
[a,M]

A consequence of fluctuation theory estimates for killed random walk (see
[Soh][Lemma 3.1] for the discrete case) is that for fixed M, the quantity
N32P,[S; > a,...,Sn_1 > a] € [c, ] for every N and every t € [a, M| where
¢, are positive constants. Thus:

C
Znas 2 o /[ o (12)

Therefore F'(8) > 0 for every 8. Since the lower bound has been obtained
by ignoring the contribution of the paths that touch the strip, one is led to
the following;:

Definition 1.3. The model {Py .3} is said to be localized if F'(5) > 0.

It is easy to show that F'(-) is a convex function, in particular it is a
continuous function as long as it is finite. Obviously, F'(-) is increasing since
for fixed N, Zn 4 is increasing in 5. Therefore, there exists a critical value
B¢ € R such that the strip wetting model is localized for 5 > 4.

1.2.3  Scaling limits of the system.

A common feature shared by the strip wetting model and the classical ho-
mogeneous one is that the measure Py, exhibits a remarkable decou-
pling between the contact level set Zy = {i < N,S; € [0,a]} and the
excursions of S between two consecutive contact points (see [DGZ05] for
more details in the standard homogeneous pinning case). In fact, con-
ditionally on Iy = {t1,...,t} and on (Sy,...,S: ), the bulk excursions
e; = {ei(n)}, = {{Sti+n}0§n§ti+l_ti} are independent under Py, 3 and
are distributed like the random walk (5", Ps, ) conditioned on the event
{StliJrl_ti = St Sty > a5 €41, iy — i — 1}} It is therefore clear
that to extract scaling limits on Py, 3, one has to combine good control
over the law of the contact set Z and suitable asymptotics properties of the
excursions.

This decoupling is the basis to the resolution of the large scale limits of the
laws {Py 4 }; one might show that for 8 > ¢, the diffusive rescaling limit
of the laws {Px, 3} is simply the null function, whereas in the delocalized



phase the limiting law is the brownian motion conditioned to stay positive,
that is the brownian meander. We stress that the proofs are quite similar
although technically more involved that in the classical homogeneous wetting
model, see [Soh10] for more details.

What is left by these considerations is the critical case. It turns out that
it is much more convenient to describe the scaling limit of the critical case in
terms of the convergence of the set of contact points with the strip, mainly
because additionnal tightness conditions should be made on the free process
S in order to ensure the convergence in law of the entire trajectories towards
the reflected brownian motion (see [CGZ] to get some insight into this issue).
It turns out that the scaling limits of the set of contact times with the strip is
almost the 1/2-stable regenerative set; more precisely, we compute its density
with respect to the law of A 5.

Theorem 1.4. Consider the set 7 := {j € N,¢; € [0,a]} where ¢; is dis-
tributed according to the law Py 45.. One has the convergence in law:

T(N) = 81/2 N [O, 1] (13)
where Byjs is a random closed set whose law is absolutely continuous with
respect to the one of Ay with Radon Nykodym derivative given by

s
2

We stress that the density term that appears in the above result is pushing
the rightmost point of the process away from 1 and closer to the origin: it is
a reminiscence of the transient nature of the original process.

1/2

(1 — max(A;2N1[0,1])) (14)

1.3  Outline of the paper.

The remaining of this paper is divided into two main parts, the first one deal-
ing with the generic Markovian renewal setup, the second one being devoted
to the application of the main result of the first part to the strip wetting
model. More specifically, the exposition of the paper will be organized as
follows:

1. in section 2, we explicit the asymptotic behavior of the Markov mass
renewal function which forms the cornerstone to the proof of our main
result.

2. in section 3, we prove Theorem 1.2.

3. in section 4, we describe the underlying Markov renewal structure in-
herent to the strip wetting model.



4. in section 4.1, we give some results issued from fluctuation theory for
random walks which will be the basis of our approach for the proof of
Theorem 1.4.

5. in section 4.2, we give a suitable representation for the free energy of
the strip wetting model and apply it to the proof of Theorem 1.4.

2 Asymptotic equivalence of the mass Markov
renewal function.

2.1 Notations.

Given two kernels A, 4, (1), By 4y(n) we define their convolution

(A% B)yay(n) := Z /RAx,dz(m)Bz,dy(n —m) (15)

and the k-fold convolution of the kernel A with itself will be denoted by A%%,
where by definition A;?dy = 0,(dy)1,—0.

We denote by U(n, z,dy) the Markov renewal mass distribution function
defined by U(n,z,dy) :== > ¢ o> oy Pulte = 4, Ji € dy] =: Y0 uli, z, dy).
Note that U(n,z,dy) = >0 Pz[m < n, Ji € dy]. The purpose of this part
is to give asymptotics on U for large n, and to do that, we generalize the
well known Tauberian theorems which hold for the classical renewal. More
specifically, we show the following:

Theorem 2.1. As n — oo, for every x € [0, al, the following weak conver-
gence holds :

U(n,z,dy)L(n) a II[dy]

no 7 T+ o)l (1 = a) Bye [®/F] (16)

where I1? s the invariant measure associated to the Markov chain (Jiy Jix1)i>0-

By this we mean that for every continuous bounded function f on [0, d]
and every x € [0, a], as n — oo, the following convergence holds :

a fye[o,a} f(y)H[dy]

L(n)
EASEA /ye[o’a} U(n,z,dy)f(y) — 14+ a)l'(1 —a) Epe|[P/k|

na

(17)



Note that it is quite clear that I1®[du, dv] = TI(du)k(u,v)dv where TI(-)
is the invariant measure associated to the Markov chain J, and thus in par-
ticular one has the equality

Ene [P/k] :/[0 P@(u,v)l‘[(du)dv. (18)

For (z,y) € [0,a]*,\ > 0, we consider the Laplace transform measure
Uy ay(A) associated to (u(n, z,dy)), defined by

Usay(N) =Y e Mu(j,z, dy). (19)
Jj=0

Our main technical step will be to prove the following proposition:

Proposition 2.2. For every x € [0,al, as A \, 0, one has the following weak
convergence:

T(1 — A)A*L(1/N) Epe [® /4]

Usg,ay(N) — I[dy]. (20)

To prove Proposition 2.2, we will need some technical results which we
summarize in the next section.

2.2 Proof of Proposition 2.2

The Markov renewal equation writes:

u(n,x,dy) =y K, (n) (21)

k>0

which implies

U(n,x,dy) = ZZK;kdy ). (22)

k>0 j=0

For conciseness, we will note S := [0,a)? and 2 := (z,y) is an element
of §. Note that the assumption made on ®(-) implies that 0 < ming ® <
maxgs ¢ < oo.

For z € §,\ > 0, define

6:(\) = diyE e = g, (23)

We are able to control the behavior of ¢.(-) close to the origin, and this
uniformly on S.
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Proposition 2.3. As A \, 0, one has:

(1-9¢.(1) 21 -«
z::s(;zglj))es k(x7y) AOCL(]'//\) N o

To prove Proposition 2.3, we will need the following result:

— 0. (24)

Lemma 2.4. Given p > 0 and a family of measures V™ on R which are
without atoms indexed by z € S,n € N. Denote by \I/gn)(/\) their Laplace
transforms. Assume that they verify that for every x > 0, one has

lim sup ‘VZ(”)([O, z]) —a”| = 0. (25)

n—o0 2€S

and assume moreover that there exists d > 0 such that sup(, .yenxs o (d) <
0o. Then for every A > d:

Cip+1)

v - =

lim sup
n—oo 2€S8

‘ ~0. (26)

Note that in our case, the sequence of measures V(™ will have a density
with respect with the Lebesgue measure, and thus will be without atoms.

Proof of Lemma 2.4. Let t > 0 be fixed; for any A > a, uniformly on z € S,
as n — 0o, we have:

/ eV (dz) — e M paf~tdx. (27)
[0,1] [0,1]

Indeed, integrating by part in the left hand side above and making use of the
fact that the sequence V(™ has no atoms, one obtains:

/ e"\xVZ(”) (dx) = e_’\tVZ(”) () + )\/ 6_/\$Vz(n) (z)dx (28)
[0, [0.1]

and making use of the uniformity statement of equation (25) (which allows
us in particular to use dominated convergence) and reintegrating by part,
equation (27) is proved.

On the other hand, still for A > d, it is clear that

/ eV (do) < e sup w(d) (29)
[t,00)

(n,z)ENxS

which can be made arbitrarily small (independently of z,n) as soon as t is
large enough. Noting that

T 1
/ e prPVdy = M7 (30)
[0,00) AP
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we get the result.

Now we prove Proposition 2.3.

Proof of Proposition 2.3. For z € S, we define the (infinite mass) measure
on RT U,([0,n]) :=3_,, Pz[r1 > j, J1 = y]. The following equivalence holds
uniformly on S:

UZ([O, TL]) ~ Z L(ja);{;(z) -~ n :([1/<1L)3(2) (31)

Jjsn

Indeed, we use the general fact that if u,(z) is a positive sequence depending
on z € S verifying sup,.g |u,(z)| < oo and, as n — oo,

nu,(2)

- — 0, 32
I (Z)‘ (32)
then
l1—«
su E Us — 0. 33
zeg ”1 aL ]<n J ( )

Let us prove this quickly. First we recall the standard equivalence

S LU T . (34)

j=1

For every z € S, using the triangle inequality, we get:

e ol
U5
ni—eL(n) o[(n J
]<'n

1—a L0
= nt=eL(n) Z ]

(e}
Jj<n J

+ <Sup |<I>(z)|) ‘nll—;L?m SLO) |

zeS j<n

7u(2)
g "¢

(35)

The second term in the right hand side above vanishes when n — oo ; for
the first one, we fix ¢ > 0, an integer ny > 0 and we write:

Lo L) [5ou() g o 1-a oo
T o T ] < e & e, 2

(36)
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and the first term above is easily seen to be smaller than ¢ for ng large

el g (3))

enough uniform for z € S (since the sequence (supZe S

bounded). As for the second one, just fix ny such that

J%u;(2)
sup |[———— — P(2)| < ¢ 37
T (2) (37)
as soon as j > ng to get that it is smaller than n?_;'z)(‘;) > o % to conclude.

We denote by W,(\) the Laplace transform associated to the measure
U,(). Integrating by part, we then have the equality which is valid for
ze€SA>0

L=¢.(\) =1—e)D ePy[n >n|) =y

n>0
v.(A)
k(z,y)
Making use of equation (31), we give the asymptotic behavior of W,(-)
close to the origin; more precisely, uniformly on z € S, the convergence

L(1/N)®(2)'(1 — «)
a\l—«
holds as A N\, 0. Clearly, if this is true, making use of equation (38), Propo-

sition 2.3 will be proved.
We define a sequence of measures VA" on R* by Vz(n)([O, ul) =

(39)
—(1-e™)

U.(A)

(39)

U ([0,nu])
U=([0,n]) -
Equation (31) implies that the hypothesis of Lemma 2.4 is verified by the

sequence Vi with p = 1 — « with an arbitrary d > 0. It is plain that, for

every fixed A\ > 0,

T ()) = % (40)

Making use of Lemma 2.4, as n — oo, the convergence

U.(\/n) T(2-a)

41
O] A 4

holds uniformly on §. Hence we get:
W.(\/n) ~ O(2)L(n)T'(2 — «) (12)

a(l —a)(N/n)l-«

and this still holds uniformly on §. Extending this convergence to any se-
quence which decreases to zero (which is straightforward), making use of
standard properties of slowly varying functions and of the Gamma function,
one gets the equivalence (39). O

13



To finally prove Proposition 2.2, we will need the following easy lemma.

Lemma 2.5. Let (¢,), be a positive sequence which converges towards ¢ > 0,
u a positive sequence which converges towards u > 0 and g(-) a function
R — R which is o(\) as A \(0. Then, as X\ \, 0, one has:

3 e HOmHI) < (43)

UA
k>0

Proof of Lemma 2.5. Note that one can ignore the first k; terms in the sum
appearing in equation (43), where k; > 0 is an arbitrarily large fixed integer.
Let ¢ € (0,min(u,c)) be fixed. For k; large enough and A small enough
(independently from k;), one has :

(C o 6) Z efk()\(qus)) < Z Ckefk(/\uk+g()\)) < (C+€) Z efk()\(ufs)). (44)

kal kal kal
Therefore
e v < lim mf — Z cpe FOutaN) < i sup e Z o FOuR+I0) < cte w
c u+e = ANN0O cC >0 N0 € >0 c u—¢
(45)
and considering ¢ arbitrarily close to zero yields the statement.
O]

Consider now a function f which is continuous and positive on [0, a], and
let € [0,a] be fixed. Making use of the Markov renewal equation and of
the fact that conditionally on the J;’s, the (7; — 7;_1);>1 are independent, we
get:

n—1

$Vea =3 [ 1) [ Tl om0 WP = 0] (40
[0,a] n>0 7 [0,a] [0,a]"1 520

where xy := z and x,, := y. For (u,v) € S, we define

[(1 = a)A*L(1/2N)P(u,v)
ak(u,v) '

gu,v<>‘) =1- ¢u,v()‘) - (47)

Recall that Proposition 2.3 asserts that sup, ,yes [guv(A)] = 0(A*L(1/A))
as A N\, 0.
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For fixed n and fixed z € S, one has:

n—1
/[0 Jn-1 H Py (NP [J1 = 2]

n—1
= / exp (Z log (1 —(1- gbxj,xjﬂ()\)))) P.lJi=x1,...,Jn = x,)
[0,a]n—! o

(48)

Given € € (0,1/2), there exists Ay such that as soon as A € (0, \g), for every
(u,v) € S, there exists ¢, (= cyv(N)) € [1/2 —€,1/2 + €] such that the last
term above is equal to:

n—1
/[0 - exXp (Z(l - ¢xj,:cj+1 ()\)) + Civj750j+1(1 — ¢Ij7l‘j+1 ()\))2)

=0

P[lel‘lj...,Jn:ZEn]

n—1
r(1—a) /\O‘L(l//\) O(J;, Jie1)
o (; WGy )~ @t 0= G Q0 Ly
(z

Making use of the ergodic theorem(which holds in our case, since J is a
regular Markov chain (see [Fel71][VIIL,7 Theorem 1]), we get that

%z P iet) [%] . / My (50

P, almost surely. When n becomes large, the generic term appearing in the
sum of the right hand side of (46) finally becomes equivalent to

/y o JOPe =)
) ex’p (_n (F(l — a)AL(1/A)

o

Enr [8/K] + Bryen [g0.1 (N + s (1 — ¢JO,J1<A>>2])) |
(51)

The function A = Epne) [g5,.5,(A) + cao0 (1 — @y (N))?] is then o(A“L(1/N)).
On the other hand, making use of the classical ergodic theorem, as n —
00, the following convergence holds:

/ WP =y [ ) (52)

[0,a]

Finally, we can apply Lemma 2.5 to prove Proposition 2.2.
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2.3 Proof of Theorem 2.1.

To prove Theorem 2.1, we will use the following result, which is known as
the extended continuity theorem (see [Fel71][XIII Theorem 2a):

Theorem 2.6. Let U, be a sequence of measures defined on RY, and let
¢n denote their Laplace transforms. For a fixed d > 0, if the sequence of
functions ¢, converges pointwise towards a function ¢ on (d,o0), then the
sequence of measures U,, converges weakly towards a measure U with Laplace
transform ¢.

We consider a continuous function f on [0,a] and a fixed x € [0,qa].
Assume first that f(-) is positive; making use of Proposition 2.2, for ¢ ~\, 0
and fixed A > 0, we get the convergence:

Joa Unay W) f(y) 1

- —. (53)
\[[O,a} Uz,dy(t)f(y> )\a
Consider now the measure m¢(-) on R* which is defined by
my([0,n]) == [ f(y)U(n, z,dy), (54)

[0,a]

and denote by Wy(-) its Laplace transform. It is then quite clear that one
may rewrite equation (53) as

U s (AE) 1

— — 55

Ui (t) A (55)
when ¢ \, 0. On the other hand, W(\t) is the Laplace transform associated
to the measure my(u/t), and thus by making use of the extended continuity
theorem, this implies the following convergence (for ¢ N\, 0):

[0}

my(u/t) u

U6 Tta) (56)

Finally, considering the convergence (56) with u = 1 along the subsequence
tn, = 1/n, as n — oo, one gets:

Us,ay(n
U dy) ~ S0t DoY)

[0,a] 1+ «) (57)

and making use of Proposition 2.2, this is exactly the statement of Theorem
2.1. Making use of the linearity of the equivalence (57) and writing f = f, —
(—f-) where f, (respectively f_) is the positive (respectively the negative)
part of f, we are done.
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3 Proof of Theorem 1.2.

In this section, we finally prove Theorem 1.2.

The compactness of C, implies that every sequence of probability mea-
sures on Cy is tight, so that in order to check the convergence in law of
a sequence (P,) towards P, one just has to show finite dimensional con-
vergence, namely that for every t; < &5 < ... < t,, the following weak
convergence holds:

PyG; ' = PyG! (58)

where Gy : Coo — [0, 00]™ is defined by Gy(F') := (dy, (F), ..., d, (F)).
Let us recall that for ¢ > 0, the law of d; under P, is given by (see
[Ber99][Proposition 3.1])

sin(am)  t®
y(y —

Pa[dt € dy] = t)a 1y>tdy' (59)

For conciseness, we show (58) in the n = 1 case when J starts from an
initial state = € [0, a]. Considering an arbitrary y > ¢, we have:

P[Jo—xdt>y Z/ Tk<NthEd’UTk+1>Ny]
0,a

k>1

-y ( kaedv])Pv[ToNy—ﬂ
j<vg /10l

_ Z/ u(j, @, dv)P, [y > Ny — ).
j<ivg 7 0]

(60)
Using Abel’s summation, we get:
PylJo=x,d >yl = ) / U(j,,dv) = U(j = 1,2,dv)) Py [ > Ny — j] =
F<[Nt] [0,a]

U(Nt,z,dv)P,[m > N(t —y) — 1]
[0,a]

Z/ (j,x,dv)Py[m = Ny — j — 1] — P,[ry > Ny|
1<j<nt " [0,d]

(61)

Of course, P,[r; > Ny] - 0 as N — 0.
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As for the first term in the right hand side of equation (61), we get :
/ U(Nt,xz,dv)P,[mn > N(t —y) — 1]
0.a]

at® (dv) Jo.q 20, w)du
— 00 L1+ a)l(1 —a)Eqe[®/k]  aly — 1)~ (62)

_ singrom) (yit)“‘

For the second term in the right hand side of equation (61), first note
that for € € (0, y), making use of the uniform convergence property for slowly
varying functions, one has :

> / U(j,z,dv)P,[r = Ny — j — 1]
eN<j<nt [0.]

N/ Tl [dv] . LNy —j—1) [ ®
L(HT (14 )1 — a)Eye [©/k] (Ny —j— 1)a+1

[0,a] . N<j<Nt

«

~ ['(l—a)l(1+«) /E (y — u)““du'

(63)

On the other hand, we get easily that
lim li U(j,z,dv)P,|1y = Ny —j5—1] =0. 64
@Nggj;vf[] (G, du)Pyfry = Ny~ —1] (64)

Thus we are left with checking the equality:

smlan) [7 = e (L) amlen) [ u2>a+(16‘§“;

which is easy using integration by parts; just note that

e GO =

and finally the equality

e | (67)

is obvious.
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4 Application to the strip wetting model

4.1 Asymptotics about the kernel of the free process.

The following transition kernel will be of basic importance for the proof of
Theorem 1.4:

Fx,dy(n) = Px[Sl > a, SQ >a,..., Sn,1 > a, Sn € dy]lx,ye[(],a] if n > 2,

Foay(1) := h(y — )1z yepo.a)dy
(68)

and consider the process (J,,)n>0 where J,, := S, ; the process 7 is then a
Markov renewal process whose modulating chain is the Markov chain J.
Note that the kernel F' is defective, in the sense that f[O,a] > kst Fray(k) =
P.[S1 > 0] < P[S; > —a] < 1 for every z € [0,a]. In particular, for every
z € [0,a], the quantity Py[r = oo] := 1 — [ 37, Fray(k) is strictly
positive.
_ We denote by Iy the cardinality of {k < NI[Sj € [0,a]}, and we define
F.(k) = f[O,a] > ik Fray(j). With these notations, we can write the joint
law of (In, (Tn)n<ins (Jn)n<iy) under Py, 5 under the following form:

Proglin =k, 7 =1t;,J; €dy;,i=1,... k|
ek

FO,th (tl)Fyhdyz (t2 - tl) s Fyk—lvdyk (tk - tk—l) (Fyk (N - tk) + Pyk [Tl = OO])
(69)

 Znap

where k € N0 <t < ... <ty <N and (y;)i=1,.

To describe the asymptotic behavior of the kernel F', we will need some
results issued from fluctuation theory for random walks. Let us collect some
basic facts about this topic.

For n an integer, we denote by T}, the nth ladder epoch; that is Ty := 0
and, for n > 1, T,, := inf{k > T,,1, S, > Sp,_,}. We also introduce the
so-called ascending ladder height (H,),>o, which, for k& > 1, is given by
Hy := Sp,. Note that the process (7, H) is a bivariate renewal process on
(RT)2. In a similar way, one may define the strict descending ladder variables
process (T, H™) as (T, Hy ) := (0,0) and

T, =inf{k>T,1,5 <Sr, ,} and H, := — 5. (70)
It is well known (see [Fel71]) that the following relation holds
o = 2E[H,|E[H]]. (71)
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In particular, it follows that both E[H;] and E[H | are finite. It is also
a well known fact that the continuity of A(-) implies the continuity of the
distribution function of Hj as one can deduce from the identity P[H; € I| =
> w1 PlTT =k, Sk, € I] which is valid for every interval I.

Let us consider the renewal function U(:) associated to the ascending
ladder heights process:

U(z) = > P[H; < 2] = E[N,] (72)

where N, is the cardinality of {k > 0, Hy < x}. It follows in particular
from this definition that U(-) is a subadditive increasing function, and in our
context it is also continuous. Note also that U(0) = 1. We denote by V(x)
the analogous quantity for the process H~. Finally, for a positive integer n,
for (u,x) € (RT)?, we will make use of the following transition density:

1
Gnu(x) = %P,U[Sl <0,..5.1<0,5, >0,8, € dz|. (73)

With these notations, we show the following result in the chapter 3 of the
thesis [Soh10]:

Theorem 4.1. Assume that X is given by a bounded density, with zero mean

and variance o%. Then:

(i) for any fized w > 0 the following convergence holds uniformly for
x> 0:

! PH >
51 <0, Syt 0,5, > 0,8, € da] ~ U(u) o= 7]
o/ 2mn3/2

(ii) moreover, the sequence of functions a+/2mn*%g, () is dominated
by a multiple of its limit: n*%g, .(x) < CU(u)P[H, > x| for every n,u,x;
consequently, one has also that

E[H,]

o\/2mn3/2

P_,[5 <0,..,5.-1<0,S, >0] ~U(u) (75)
Remark 4.2. Of course, considering the random walk S whose transitions
are given by P,[S € dy] := h(z —y), Theorem 4.1 implies immediately that,
for fixred u > 0, the following equivalence holds uniformly for x > 0:

) PH; > 1]
() =Py [S1>0,...,5,21>0,-5, € dz] ~V(u)——-"r
Gnu(2) 51 ! g () oV 2mn3/?

and obviously a similar statement as (ii) of the above theorem also holds for
the quantity P,[S1 >0,...,5,-1 > 0,5, <0].

(76)
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Note that this result has been shown in the case where S is lattice by
Alili and Doney ([AD99)).
We define the following function:

P[H > a—y]

Py (z,y) := gy

+o00
/ h(t - l’)V(t - a)dt 1x,y€[0,a]~ (77)

The integral defining ®,(x,y) is finite for every (x,y) € [0,a]?>. Indeed,
making use of the classical renewal theorem and of the finiteness of E[H{ |,
one has V(t) ~ t/E[H;| as t — oo, and then we use that X; € L'(R).
Making use of the continuity of A(:), by an argument involving dominated
convergence, it is also quite easy to see that ®,(-,-) is a continuous function
on [0,a]?. The (strict) positivity of V() on R™ coupled with the fact that
P[S; > a] > 0 entails that the integral in the definition of ®, is strictly
positive for z € [0,a]; on the other hand, as for all y € [0,a], P[H; >
a—y|] >P[H] >a] >P[-S5] > a] >0, we get that @, is strictly positive on
[0, a]?.
The next result provides useful estimates on F(-,-)(n) :

Lemma 4.3. The following equivalence holds uniformly on (z,y) € [0,a]?:
32 1
7 LB, 0y () ~ B3 (78)

Proof. For n > 2, integrating over the first step of S which is not in [0, a],
one gets:

o0
Fyay(n) = / h(t—2)P¢ [S1 > a, 82 > a,...,Sh—2 > a,Sh—1 € dy]dtl, yep0.q)-

(79)

Let € > 0 be fixed; for every n:

Sup |n3/2Fx7dy(n> — Oy (2, y)|

(z,y)€[0,a]?
e P[H; >a—
< sup / dth(t — ) sup n3/2§]n7t,a(y —a)—=V(t—a) [Hy 2 a—y )
z€[0,a] Ja y€[0,a] oV 2

(80)

The integrand appearing in the right hand side of the inequality above van-
ishes for large n for fixed x; defining

" P[H| >a—y]
n(t) := sup n3/2n_a —a)—V(t—a , 81
f () yeloal In,t (y ) ( ) O'\/% ( )

21



we get that f, converges simply towards the null function on (a,c0), and
making use of the domination part of Theorem 4.1 and of Remark 4.2, we
get that it is dominated by a multiple of V(¢ — a) which verifies [ V(t —

(a,00)
a)h(t — x)dt < oo.
Consider then € > 0; there exists M; > 0 such that for every n € N,

sup / T h(t— ) fu()dt < e (82)

z€[0,a] J My

Getting the convergence towards zero of the quantity sup,ep g faM1 h(t —
x) fn(t)dt is easy (just make use of the boundedness of i(-) and of the domi-
nated convergence theorem). Thus the uniform convergence which is stated
in Lemma 4.3.

]

4.2 Defining the free energy through an infinite dimen-
sional problem.

In this section, we define the free energy in a way that allows us to make
use of the underlying Markov renewal structure inherent to this model. For
A > 0, we introduce the following kernel:

Bﬁ,dy = Z ei)mF:E,dy<n) (83)
n=1
and the associated integral operator

(BMh)(z) = /[ Blahls) (84)

We then have the

Lemma 4.4. For A > O,B;},d
L*([0, a]).

, U8 a compact operator on the Hilbert space

Proof. Note that for all n € N, F}, 4,(n) has a density f,,(n) with respect to
the Lebesgue measure restricted to [0, a], and this implies that B;" a4y 2180 has

one (we denote it by b*(z,y)). To show Lemma 4.4, it is sufficient to show
that B? , is actually Hilbert-Schmidt, that is that

z,dy

/b)‘(a:',y)21m7ye[o,a]dxdy < 0. (85)
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Note that we already used in the proof of Lemma 4.3 that there exists
C’' > 0 such that, for all n € N and z,y € [0, al, f,,(n) < C’%.
It is then straightforward to show (85). Actually, we have the inequalities:

2
/bA(x,y) 1m,y€[0,a}d$dy

00 2
:/ <Z e/\nffv,y(n)> 1. yeo,qdzdy
n=1

< a/ Z e MM g(y — a)?n P m T2 g0 g dy < 00, (86)

n,m>1

O

Lemma 4.4 enables us to introduce 6*(\), the spectral radius of the oper-
ator B*. It is easy to check that 6%()\) € (0, 00) for A > 0; §%()\) is an isolated
and simple eigenvalue of B} ; (see Theorem 1 in [Zer87]). The function 6°(-)
is non-increasing, continuous on [0, 00) and analytic on (0,00) because the
operator B:i\,dy has these properties. The analyticity and the fact that 6(-)
is not constant (as 0*(A\) — 0 as A — oo) force §%(+) to be strictly decreasing.

We denote by (6)71(+) its inverse function, defined on (0, §%(0)]. We now

define ¢ and F°(3) by:

Be = —1log(6°(0)), F“B) := (6*)'(exp(—B3)) if 3> 3% and 0 otherwise.

(87)
Note that this definition entails in particular the analyticity of F(-) on R\
{B%}. We discuss below the relevance of this definition in accordance with
the definition given in equation (9).

The fact that b9 (x,y) > 0 for every (z,y) € [0,a] implies the unique-
ness (up to a multiplication by a positive constant) and the positivity almost
everywhere of the so-called right and left Perron Frobenius eigenfunctions of
B;Z;ﬁ ) ; more precisely, Theorem 1 in [Zer87] implies that there exist two
functions vg(-) and wg(+) in L*([0, a]) such that vg(z) > 0 and wg(z) > 0 for
almost every x € [0, a], and moreover:

o 1 1
B Dus(y) = (— A —a) vs(2) (88)
/y cl0.d] dy eB ' eBs
a 1 1
BY® gy — [ = A — du.
[ @B e = (58 ) wsto)dy (59)

Spelling out these equalities, we get that

1 —F%(e)n
S / , ]fx,y(n)vﬁ(’y)dy, (90)
yel0,a

Uﬁ(x) =1 A 1
ef ePe n>0
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which implies in particular the fact that vg(-) is positive and continuous on
the whole [0, a] and not only almost everywhere. Similarly, the function wg(-)
is everywhere positive and continuous. These considerations lead us to define
the new kernel

K2 4y () i= € Fy gy (m)e 0 220 (o1)

It is then straightforward to check that

e’ _paigm
/ Z Kfydy(m - ( / ZFw,dy(n)e o) v5(Y) Lyep.a)
yeR neN Uﬁ ‘r) yeR neN (92)
¢’ / F7(9) ¢’
vs() yeR dy 0 efe

In particular, when g = 8¢, K 63 is a non defective Markov renewal kernel,
which satisfies Assumption 1.1 with a trivial slowly varying function(that is

converging at infinity), o = 1/2 and ®5(z, y) := €” Z‘;Ei%@a(aﬁ, y) . Note that it
is not hard to see that for every § € R, the measure Ilz(dz) := vg(z)ws(z)dx
is invariant for the Markov chain J; moreover, both vg(-) and wg(-) being
defined up to a multiplicative constant, one can use this degree of freedom
to make Ilg a probability measure on [0, a.

Let us point out that it is not clear a priori that the quantity we define
in (87) actually coincides with the definition given in equation (9). We will
not delve into this issue in this paper; however, we stress that this identifica-
tion relies on applying the Markov renewal theorem to the kernel K* in the
localized phase (thus when the Markov renewal associated to K is recurrent
positive), and on direct (polynomial) asymptotics on the partition functions
in the delocalized one (for more details, see the thesis [Soh10][Chapter 2]).
For all relevant purposes, we will use the definition given in equation (87) as
a definition for the free energy.

4.3 Proof of Theorem 1.4.

We will need the asymptotic behavior of Zy 4 ga(z), which is given in the
next lemma:

Lemma 4.5. As N — oo and for z € [0,al], the following equivalence holds:
o 1—e P
e [,
el f[07a}2 vga (t)wpe (5)Pa(s, t)dsdt Jig 4 (93)
~ NY2050(2)Cp 0.

ZN,a,Bg (ZL’) ~ N1/2
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Proof of Lemma 4.5. For (x,y,n) € [0,a]* x N, we denote by x the Markov
renewal mass function associated to the kernel K¢, that is x(n,z,dy) :=

Zk>1 (Kﬁa)z dy (n).

Conditioning on the last excursion before time N, we have:

"0 vge ()
N KL (5) )
= vga () Z k(n,x,dy) / y,du
[0,a] 1, —p joN—n[0a] Uﬁg(u)
al 1
toge(@) [N w(n,x,dy)—Pyn = o]

Taking into account the fact that vge (-) is continuous and positive on [0, al,
and that K is non defective (and thus that f[o . SN o k(s @, dy) > iy f[O,a] K7 (5) =

y,du
P.[S; > 0] < 1), the first term in the right hand 51de of equation (94) is
bounded as N becomes large. As for the second term, denoting by kge(s,t) :=

é Yot K f é;t(n), we make use of Proposition 2.1 to get the equivalence:

N

/ Zm(n,x,dy)Py[ﬁ = o9 N N2 / H53«~<dy) Py[n = oo]
0.4 55 vge (Y) T Jio.a) Ene [®pe /kpa]  V82(Y)

(95)
Then we recall that IIgs(du) = vge(u)wge(u)du and we make use of the
equality

/ wga (s (1 - Z/ Foa(j > ds = (1— 6_’83)/ wge(t)dt.  (96)
[0,a] i>1 [0,a] [0,a]

Finally making use of equality (18) we get Lemma 4.5.
O

Now we go to the proof of Theorem 1.4.

Proof of Theorem 1.4. As in the proof of Theorem 1.2, we just have to show
finite dimensional convergence.

We denote by Pg, , the law of the limiting random set appearing in
Theorem 1.2, by R the length of the brownian excursion and for F' € F,
gu(F) = sup(F 1[0, 1)).
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Let us first compute the limiting quantity we are looking for. For 0 <
s <t <1, we write:

PBl/z(dS > t) = PBl/g(gt < 5,91 = gs> + PBl/Q(gt < S, 01 > t)
= PBl/Q(gl S S)
+ z/ / / P(g; € du,d; — g; € dv)V'1 — wP (g1 € dw|d; = u + v).
2 u€l0,s] Jveft—u,1—u] Jwe[utv,1]
(97)
We first make use of the explicit law of ¢; (see [Ber99|[Proposition 3.1]),

and we deduce the following equalities:

PBl/g(d > 1 / V1-— UP1/2<91 S du)
[0,s]

v1-— u——du (98)

0,5 u(l —u)

_ \/_‘
Then we note that for every x € (¢,1) and w € (z, 1), the following holds:
dw
™ \/ )1 —w)
On the other hand, the following equality is well known (see [BS02]):
dudv

P(gy € dw|dy = 2) =P(x + g1, € dw) =

(99)

P(g: € du,d; — g, € dv) = . 100
(gt t gt ) 27‘(’\/@ ( )
Finally one has:
Pp, . (ds>1t) =+/s+ / o dud (101)
By \Us Ry uav.
! 27 Jwwyeo,sxen) || w(v —u)?

In the same spirit as for the proof of Theorem 1.2, we then establish
the convergence of Py g pa(d) > t) towards Pp, ,(ds > t) as N — oo, thus
proving Theorem 1.4. A computation similar to the one we made for the
proof of Lemma 4.5 leads to the following convergence (for s € (0,1)):

Prage(dY >1) — /s (102)

Thus we are left with computing the limit of the second term in the right
hand side of the equality below:

Prape(d >1) =Pygpe(d) > 1)+ Pygpe(dl € (t,1)). (103)
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We write:

sN
vg2(0)

Py ase(d) € (t,1)) = 22 / (. 0, 2)

ZNG‘BC g .TE[O a]

N B¢

K2 (m = n)

X/ dy—ZN—m,a,,Bg(y)'
yel0.a] N vga(y)

(104)

Once again, we do not have access to the local behavior of the quantities
k(n,0,z) for n large, thus we use integration by part as in the proof of
Theorem 1.2 and we have:

ZN—m,a,Bca (y)

a(0 al K% (m —sN
Pyrage(dy € (t,1)) = 0 / [ }K(SN’O"ZJC) > / 0.a] - )
@ yell,a

ZNQB m—tN Uﬂ”(y)

c

sN—1 n N B Be
U/ga(()) / . Kx dy( ) Kaz dy( -—n- 1)
4 ez fi(], 0, dSC) Zme,a,Bg (y>
ZN a,pe HZ:; (@,y)€0,a]2 jz; mZt:N Ve (y)
N B¢
1 20 / Ko () N—m.a,se (Y)
Inape Jayena? [y VoY) e

=: (%) 4+ (k) + (k% *).
(105)

Making use of Lemma 4.5, it is straightforward to check that (x x x) is
O(N72) as N — co. As N — oo, the following holds:

(%) ~ 1 VsN  Hga(dx) al S Ce Caa®pa(z, y)dy
NV 2Ca<I> vel0a T Epe[Pga/kpa yel0,a] (m — sN)3/2

\/_ 1—u
u—s3/2

On the other hand, one gets easily that, as N — oo, the following con-
vergence holds uniformly on [0, a]?:

m=tN

(106)

1 a a Si)ﬁg(l’,y)
d—y(Kffdy(N) - Kf,cdy(N —1)) ~ TN (107)

Thus we get the equivalence:
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sVl g0 (dz N o ®pa (T
(3x) ~ — 2N1/2C Z/Oa\/—_ s (d2) 3 VN M

& H<2>[q)5g/kﬁg] m—tN ¥ y€[0,a] (m —”)5/2

3 1-—
~ 5 —u( 572) dudv.
T J (u,w)€l0,s]x[t,1] (v —u)

(108)

Putting everything together, we finally have the following convergence:

VI—u 1
Py (d) € / U D Vel =9) o,

(u— s)372 27 Jwwyepo,sxiy (v — u)®/?
(109)
On the other hand, integrating by part, we get the equality:

/ l-v / \/ u(l —v) 3 / 2/u(l — )d J
- = — - dudv
(u,v)€[0,s] x[t,1] u(v —u)? velt,1] (v —u) 3/2 B 2 J (wv)el0,5)xt,1] (v —u)5/2

3 2/ u(l —wv)
= 2\/_/ — —/ —dudv
3/2 2 e xpy (v —u)?/?
(110)

With the help of the above, comparing the equality (101) and the con-
vergence appearing in equation (109), we are done.

]
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