This past year has been one of the most exciting in the history of the Society for Vascular Medicine and Biology. The Society has evolved, improving its administration, focusing its mission, broadening its reach, and enhancing services for its members.

Over the last years, it has become increasingly evident to the membership and Board of Trustees that our society's name did not adequately represent the core of our mission. Originally named at its founding, the SVMB sought to engage in improving the care of patients with vascular disease, through excellence in clinical care and advances in biology. As the Society evolved, its membership grew and its mission crystallized. We engaged in the practice and science of vascular medicine in the broadest context. Our practice includes prevention, diagnosis, medical and endovascular therapies and our science encompasses vascular biology, pathophysiology, epidemiology, clinical trials and outcomes. Indeed, each of these areas represents fundamental components of the field of vascular medicine. When polled by Dr John Cooke, more than 80% of the membership agreed that a more appropriate appellation was the Society of Vascular Medicine. At our annual business meeting, a formal vote was held, and the new name of our society, Society of Vascular Medicine, was adopted.

Perhaps the greatest reflection of this consensus of our mission is our expanding membership. The SVM (first time in print) has grown by 76% over the last 2 years to an all-time high of 663 associates, members, and fellows. The increase in membership allows us to improve the strength of our advocacy, expand the services available to members, and incorporate the expertise of an incredibly dedicated group of professionals.

This expansion in growth has occurred in concert with the expansion in the SVM committee structure. One of Dr Cooke's signature initiatives was the creation of a committee structure designed to galvanize the collective power of our membership into activities to further our joint goals. Dr Cooke created a Communications Committee, ably led by Dr James Froehlich, which reviewed more than 20 guidelines, statements, and consensus documents over the last year. The new Advocacy Committee, led by Dr Heather Gornik, is working diligently to get reimbursement for ankle-brachial index screening in appropriate populations and compensation for supervised exercise training for patients with intermittent claudication. Dr Robert Eberhardt leads the Emerging Leaders Committee which provides a mechanism to recognize the next generation of leaders and get them involved early in their career. Through the creation of these and other committees, Dr Cooke has created a structure to facilitate SVM success over the long term.

It is conceivable that some of the most important changes to the SVM have occurred with little notice by the membership. The Society decided to pursue new management and sent out a Request for Applications. After reviewing more than 20 proposals, interviewing the top six candidates, and re-interviewing the two finalists, the Society's officers unanimously chose the Sherwood Group because of its incredible experience and dedication to specialty societies like our own. Greg Schulz, the Sherwood Group Vice President, will be our Executive Director. The change in administration is facilitating many 'under the hood' improvements, such as a complete overhaul of our website, and a more stable accounting procedure. One unfortunate side effect of our transition is the farewell we say to Lorraine Bell. Lorraine worked diligently, enthusiastically and faithfully to promote the SVM and we wish her all success in her future endeavors.

This past year has also brought about a transition in our journal's publisher. Vascular Medicine was acquired by Sage Publications. Sage publishes more than 460 journals, including the journals of 160 societies. Their administration will improve the editorial process, transitioning the manuscript submission to an electronic/internet-based system. With these improvements and the increasing recognition of the SVM and Vascular Medicine, manuscript submissions, of both original and review articles, are on a course to nearly double over the next year.

Finally, I would be remiss should I not mention this year's outstanding Scientific Sessions and Board Review Course. Organized by Dr Michael Bacharach (Scientific Sessions) and Dr Thom Rooke (Board Review Course), the more than 250 attendees were treated to an incredible program. The Scientific Sessions featured presentations about endovascular strategies, clinical trials updates, health care and practice economics. We were fortunate to have Drs Jeff Olin, Michael Jaff, and Steve Dean create the yearly highlight, Vascular Jeopardy, won this year by Dr Teresa Carman. Finally, I think everyone in
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News from the SVMB -- attendance will remember with awe the presentation by our Keynote Speaker Dr Harry Dietz. His lecture on his laboratory's investigation into the mechanism of aneurysm formation in Marfan disease and its translation from the bench to clinical trials represents the pinnacle of vascular research.

Our Board Review Course was again a smashing success, indicating an ongoing interest in vascular and endovascular medicine. Dr Rooke has improved the pool of speakers over the past 3 years, to create a 'highlight reel' of vascular expertise. In fact, the accumulation of talent was so incredible, that a CD ROM will be produced featuring all of the talks and sold to those who want a permanent record or to those unable to attend. Attendees received the newly published Board Review Course book, created by last year's faculty, which is also available for purchase. The popularity of the course and the request for enduring materials signals a continuing expansion in practitioners interested in vascular medicine and American Board of Vascular Medicine Board certification. The SVM continues to participate in the many initiatives described over the last few years, such as the PAD Coalition and governmental advocacy. In fact, the purview of activities is expanding rapidly and those associates, members, and fellows interested in becoming more active and joining the fun should e-mail Denise Baran (dbaran@svmb.org). She will send these requests to the appropriate committee leader and ensure your participation.