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UNIFORM ESTIMATES FOR METASTABLE TRANSITION TIMES IN A
COUPLED BISTABLE SYSTEM

FLORENT BARRET, ANTON BOVIER, AND SYLVIE MELEARD

ABSTRACT. We consider a coupled bistable N-particle system on R” driven by a
Brownian noise, with a strong coupling corresponding to the synchronised regime.
Our aim is to obtain sharp estimates on the metastable transition times between the
two stable states, both for fixed N and in the limit when NV tends to infinity, with
error estimates uniform in N. These estimates are a main step towards a rigorous
understanding of the metastable behavior of infinite dimensional systems, such as
the stochastically perturbed Ginzburg-Landau equation. Our results are based on
the potential theoretic approach to metastability.

MSC 2000 subject classification: 82C44, 60K35.

Key-words: Metastability, coupled bistable systems, stochastic Ginzburg-Landau
equation, metastable transition time, capacity estimates.

1. INTRODUCTION

The aim of this paper is to analyze the behavior of metastable transition times for
a gradient diffusion model, independently of the dimension. Our method is based
on potential theory and requires the existence of a reversible invariant probability
measure. This measure exists for Brownian driven diffusions with gradient drift.

To be specific, we consider here a model of a chain of coupled particles in a
double well potential driven by Brownian noise (see e.g. [2]). IL.e., we consider
the system of stochastic differential equations

AX (t) = =V E, x(X(t))dt + V2ed B(2), (1.1)
where X_(t) € RY and
1 1
INOEDS (Zaz;‘ - 5:6?) 1Y@ — i), (1.2)
FISHN 1EA

with A = Z/NZ and v > 0 is a parameter. B is a N dimensional Brownian motion
and ¢ > 0 is the intensity of the noise. Each component (particle) of this system is
subject to force derived from a bistable potential. The components of the system
are coupled to their nearest neighbor with intensity v and perturbed by indepen-
dent noises of constant variance . While the system without noise, i.e. ¢ = 0, has
several stable fixpoints, for £ > 0 transitions between these fixpoints will occur at
suitable timescales. Such a situation is called metastability.

For fixed N and small ¢, this problem has been widely studied in the literature
and we refer to the books by Freidlin and Wentzell [9] and Olivieri and Vares [15]]
for further discussions. In recent years, the potential theoretic approach, initiated
by Bovier, Eckhoff, Gayrard, and Klein [5] (see [4] for a review), has allowed to
give very precise results on such transition times and notably led to a proof of
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the so-called Eyring-Kramers formula which provides sharp asymptotics for these
transition times, for any fixed dimension. However, the results obtained in [5] do
not include control of the error terms that are uniform in the dimension of the
system.

Our aim in this paper is to obtain such uniform estimates. These estimates con-
stitute a the main step towards a rigorous understanding of the metastable be-
havior of infinite dimensional systems, i.e. stochastic partial differential equations
(SPDE) such as the stochastically perturbed Ginzburg-Landau equation. Indeed,
the deterministic part of the system (1.I) can be seen as the discretization of the
drift part of this SPDE, as has been noticed e.g. in [3]. For a heuristic discussion
of the metastable behavior of this SPDE, see e.g. [[13] and [17]. Rigorous results
on the level of the large deviation asymptotics were obtained e.g. by Faris and
Jona-Lasinio [10], Martinelli et al. [[14], and Brassesco [7].

In the present paper we consider only the simplest situation, the so-called syn-
chronization regime, where the coupling v between the particles is so strong that
there are only three relevant critical points of the potential F, v (1.2). A gen-
eralization to more complex situations is however possible and will be treated
elsewhere.

The remainder of this paper is organized as follows. In Section 2 we recall briefly
the main results from the potential theoretic approach, we recall the key properties
of the potential F, y, and we state the results on metastability that follow from the
results of [5] for fixed N. In Section 3 we deal with the case when N tends to
infinity and state our main result, Theorem [3.1l In Section 4 we prove the main
theorem through sharp estimates on the relevant capacities.

In the remainder of the paper we adopt the following notations:

e fort € R, |t] denotes the unique integer k such that £ <t < k + 1;

e 7p = inf{t > 0 : X; € D} is the hitting time of the set D for the process
(X4);

e B,.(z) is the ball of radius » > 0 and center x € RY;

e for p > 1, and ()}, a sequence, we denote the L”-norm of = by

N 1/p
]l = (Z |xk|p> : (1.3)
k=1

Acknowledgments. This paper is based on the master thesis of F.B.[1] that was
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Group “Stochastic models of Complex Systems” at the Berlin University of Tech-
nology under the supervision of A.B. F.B. thanks the IRTG SMCP and TU Berlin for
the kind hospitality and the ENS Cachan for financial support. A.B.’s research is
supported in part by the German Research Council through the SFB 611 and the
Hausdorff Center for Mathematics.

2. PRELIMINARIES

2.1. Key formulas from the potential theory approach. We recall briefly the
basic formulas from potential theory that we will need here. The diffusion X, is
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the one introduced in (I.I) and its infinitesimal generator is denoted by L. Note
that L is the closure of the operator

L = gefrn/eyeFrn/ey, 2.1

For A, D regular open subsets of RY, let hu p(x) be the harmonic function (with
respect to the generator L) with boundary conditions 1 in A and 0 in D. Then, for
r € (AU D), one has hg p(x) = P.[ra < 7p|. The equilibrium measure, e4 p, is
then defined (see e.g. [8]) as the unique measure on 0A such that

hap(x) :/ e PN WEG L (2, y)eap(dy), (2.2)
0A

where Gp. is the Green function associated with the generator L on the domain
De. This yields readily the following formula for the hitting time of D (see. e.g.

150D):

/ E.[rple &g, p(dz) = / hap(y)e Pv®/Egy. (2.3)
9A ¢
The capacity, cap(A, D), is defined as
cap(A, D) = / e @/, b(dz). (2.4)
DA

Therefore,

e~ @/ee, b(dz)
cap(A, D)

is a probability measure on JA, that we may call the equilibrium probability. The

equation then reads

vap(dz) = (2.5

= _ Joe hap(y)e FrrvW/edy
/aA Elrplvan(dz) = Eu, o[l = cap(4, D) : (2.6)

The strength of this formula comes from the fact that the capacity has an alternative
representation through the Dirichlet variational principle (see e.g. [11]),

cap(4, D) = gg{@(h), 2.7)

where
MW= {h e WR(RY, e /e qy) |Vz h(z) € 0,1], hia =1, hyp = 0}, (2.8)

and the Dirichlet form ¢ is given, for h € H, as

B =z [ PO Tk [ 2.9)
(AUD)¢

Remark. Formula (2.6) gives an average of the mean transition time with respect
to the equilibrium measure, that we will extensively use in what follows. A way
to obtain the quantity E, [rp| consists in using Holder and Harnack estimates [[12]]
(as developed in Corollary 2.3) [5], but it is far from obvious whether this can be
extended to give estimates that are uniform in N.

Formula (2.6) highlights the two terms for which we will prove uniform esti-
mates: the capacity (Proposition[4.3) and the mass of h4 p (Proposition[4.9).
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2.2. Description of the Potential. Let us describe in detail the potential F, y, its
stationary points, and in particular the minima and the 1-saddle points, through
which the transitions occur.

The coupling strength ~ specifies the geometry of F, y. For instance, if we set
~ = 0, we get a set of N bistable independent particles, thus the stationary points
are

v* = (&,... &) Vie[1,N], & e {-1,0,1}. (2.10)
To characterize their stability, we have to look to their Hessian matrix whose signs
of the eigenvalues give us the index saddle of the point. It can be easily shown
that, for v = 0, the minima are those of the form with no zero coordinates
and the 1-saddle points have just one zero coordinate. As ~y increases, the structure
of the potential evolves and the number of stationary points decreases from 3V to
3. We notice that, for all , the points

I, =+(1,1,---,1) O=(0,0,---,0) (2.11)

are stationary, furthermore /. are minima. If we calculate the Hessian at the point
O, we have

-1+ -3 0 0 -3
-3 145 -1 0
) 0 -1 e :
VENO)=| o N (2.12)
0 T
—2 0 -+ 0 —% -1+~

whose eigenvalues are, forally > 0and for0 <k < N — 1,

AN = — <1 — 2y sin® (%)) ) (2.13)

Set, for k > 1, 4 = m Then these eigenvalues can be written in the form

(2.14)

Ak, N :)\ka,N:_1+,le71§k§N_1
k
)\07]\7 =)o = —1.

Note that (vi') ,EZ{ZJ is a decreasing sequence, and so as « increases, the number
of non-positive eigenvalues (\; y)5 ' decreases. When v > ~¥, the only negative
eigenvalue is —1. Thus
1
N
= 2.15

= Ssn?(x/N) (2.15)

is the threshold of the synchronization regime.

Lemma 2.1 (Synchronization Regime). If v > ~{", the only stationary points of I, x
are I, and O. I, are minima, O is a 1-saddle.

This lemma was proven in [2] by using a Lyapunov function. This configuration
is called the synchronization regime because the coupling between the particles is
so strong that they all pass simultaneously through their respective saddle points
in a transition between the stable equilibria (/).

In this paper, we will focus on this regime.
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2.3. Results for fixed N. Let p > 0 and set By = B,(/+), where B,(z) denotes
the ball of radius p centered at x. Equation (2.6) gives, with A= B_and D = B,,

E S hs_ B, (y)e o Wedy (2.16)
op (78] = cap(B_, By) ' '

First, we obtain a sharp estimate for this transition time for fixed N:

let VN > p>e€>0.

Theorem 2.2. Let N > 2 be given. For v > IV =

m
Then
B, ,, [75,] = 27cned (14 O(y/e[Inef)) (2.17)
with 5 e(é\f) By 5
= |1- 1— 2.18
S8 A ([

where e(N) = 1 if N is even and 0 if N is odd.
Remark. The power 3 at In ¢ is missing in [5] by mistake.

Remark. As mentioned above, for any fixed dimension, we can replace the prob-
ability measure vp_ g, by the Dirac measure on the single point /_, using Holder
and Harnack inequalities [[5]. This gives the following corollary:

Corollary 2.3. Under the assumptions of Theorem 2.2] there exists o > 0 such that

E;_[rs,] = 2menei (14 O(y/2[Inef?). (2.19)
Proof of the theorem. We apply Theorem 3.2 in [5]. For v > 7V = m, let us

recall that there are only three stationary points: two minima /7, and one saddle
point O. One easily checks that F., y satisfies the following assumptions:

e [,y is polynomial in the (x;);ca and so clearly C* on RY.
o Fon(z) > 13, c0 i s0 By y — +oo.
r—r00

o [VE,n(@)ll2 ~ [[2]3 as [|z]ls — oc.
o As AF, n(z) ~ 3[[z]3 ([lx]l2 = 00), then [[VE, y ()| — 2AF, n(z) ~ [[]3.

The Hessian matrix at the minima /.. has the form
V2F, n(I+) = V?F, x(0) + 314, (2.20)
whose eigenvalues are simply
Vg N = A\eN + 3. (2.21)

Then Theorem 3.1 of [5] can be applied and yields, for VN > p > ¢ > 0, (recall
the the negative eigenvalue of the Hessian at O is —1)

_ 2reie/[det(V2E, n(0))] ,
Bup_ o, [m5,] = I E (D)) (1+O(Vellnef)). (2.22)

Finally, (2.14) and (2.21) give:

N N
5 5 2
det(V?F, (I H Vg N = 21/N/2N H vin =2N(1+7)° H < 27 )
k=1 Pl k
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N-1 Bl Bl 2
e Y
etV (O))] = TT duw =30 TT A = 2y = (1-2)-
k=0 k=1 Tk
(2.249)
Then,

det(V2E, n(1_ 2
oy — VI (v2 ) {1 -~ } {1 N ] (2.25)
V]det(V2F, x(0)))] 242y Py 24§
and Theorem [2.2] is proved. O

Let us point out that the use of these estimates is a major obstacle to obtain a
mean transition time starting from a single stable point with uniform error terms.
That is the reason why we have introduced the equilibrium probability. However,
there are still several difficulties to be overcome if we want to pass to the limit
N 1 0.

(i) We must show that the prefactor ¢y has a limit as N 1 oo.

(ii) The exponential term in the hitting time tends to infinity with N. This
suggests that one needs to rescale the potential F, y by a factor 1/N, or
equivalently, to increase the noise strength by a factor N.

(iii) One will need uniform control of error estimates in /N to be able to infer
the metastable behavior of the infinite dimensional system. This will be the
most subtle of the problems involved.

3. LARGE N LIMIT

As mentioned above, in order to prove a limiting result as N tends to infinity, we
need to rescale the potential to eliminate the N-dependence in the exponential.
Thus henceforth we replace F, y(z) by

G%N(l’) = N71F77N(l’). (31)

This choice actually has a very nice side effect. Namely, as we always want to
be in the regime where v ~ v ~ N?2, it is natural to parametrize the coupling
constant with a fixed x4 > 1 as

N2
NN = B P00, (3.2)

2 sinQ(%) 272

Then, if we replace the lattice by a lattice of spacing 1/N, i.e. (x;);ca is the dis-
cretization of a real function = on [0, 1] (z; = z(¢/N)), the resulting potential con-
verges formally to

Gonn(o) = [ (Jlot = Jlotort)as+ 25 [ e

N—soo 2 472 2

with z(0) = z(1).
In the Euclidean norm, we have ||I..||, = v/N, which suggests to rescale the size
of neighborhoods. We consider, for p > 0, the neighborhoods BY = B, /x(I+). The
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volume V(BY) = V(BY) goes to 0 if and only if p < 1/2me, so given such a p, the
balls BY are not as large as one might think. Let us also observe that

1 1 9
\/—N’Wb o ez —/0 [z(s)|"ds. (3.4)
Therefore, if 2 € BY for all N, we get in the limit, ||z — 1||;20,1) < p.

The main result of this paper is the following uniform version of Theorem
with a rescaled potential G, y.

Theorem 3.1. Let i €]1, cc|, then there exists a constant, A, such that for all N > 2
and all ¢ > 0,
1

NE,,BJ_V’Bﬁ [rpy] = omenet’* (1 + R(e, N)), (3.5)
where cy is defined in Theorem 2.2land |R(s, N)| < Ay/e|In¢[3. In particular,
i lim eV, ] = 20V (1) (3.6)
where
2 puk? — 1
V(u) = g [,m? - 2] < 0. (3.7)

Remark. The appearance of the factor 1/N may at first glance seem disturbing. It
corresponds however to the appropriate time rescaling when scaling the spatial
coordinates i to ¢/N in order to recover the pde limit.

The proof of this theorem will be decomposed in two parts:

e convergence of the sequence cy (Proposition[3.2));
e uniform control of the denominator (Proposition [4.3) and the numerator
(Proposition [4.9) of Formula (2.16)).

Convergence of the prefactor cy. Our first step will be to control the behavior of
cy as N 1 co. We prove the following:

Proposition 3.2. The sequence cy converges: for u > 1, we set v = u~Y, then

with V (u) defined in (3.7).
Remark. This proposition immediately leads to

Corollary 3.3. For p €]1, 00|, we set v = u~yl, then

1
.. e
At =By ay l7my] = 20V (). (3.9

Of course such a result is unsatisfactory, since it does not tell us anything about
a large system with specified fixed noise strength. To be able to interchange the
limits regarding ¢ and N, we need a uniform control on the error terms.
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Proof of the proposition. The rescaling of the potential introduces a factor +- for the
eigenvalues, so that (2.22]) becomes

2met N4 /[dei(VPE, 6 (0))]

E, T = & 1+ O(Ve|llne?
— e (oW )
= 27Neye (14 O(Vellne?)). (3.10)
Then, with u}) = —2 ,
2*#%

3 2
P 1— . 3.11
" { 2+2m{4 P { k} G0

To prove the convergence, let us consider the (7/Y)~!. For all k > 1, we have
2

kr
AN sin (N) ) oy T 1
— = =k 1—-k)—— — |. 3.12
YN sin (N) + )3N2+O N2 ( )
Hence, u) — v = ﬁ Thus, we want to show that
N—+o0 H
+o0
N T | (1 =) =V(p). (3.13)
Using that, for 0 <t < 7,
t2
0 < t*(1— §) < sin®(t) < 2, (3.14)

we get the following estimates for %: seta = (1 — ’{—;), for1 <k < N/2,

2 2,2 N in2(kr 2
ak? (1——)k2 k2<1_kﬂ2)g7_1N:Sf“2(N)g o @as)
12 3N T s (F) T 11— e
Then, for N > 2 and forall 1 < k£ < N/2,
]{34 2 ]{32 2 k32 2
2§7_1_/<;2§ <l (3.16)
RELET 3N? (1 —35=) = N
Let us introduce
5] |25
V= [ Q—w). Unm= ][] (1 —ufy). (3.17)
k=1 k=1
Then
| N= 1J L
UNN
In ’ _ ’1 < ’1 1
’ P 1— Vg | Zl . — Uk (3 8)
Using (3.15) and -, we obtain, for all 1 < k < N/2,
o — | _ 2 ¥ < ik <& @19
1 — v (—1+ pk?) (2+M%) = N2 (=14 pk?) (2 + pak?) — N?
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with C a constant independent of k. Therefore, for N > N,

1—uly vp — ulY C’
1 k):l 1 B < & 2
‘nl—vk )n(+1_vk)‘_N2 (3:20)
Hence U o
1 N’N)<— 0. 21
)n Ve | SN xoe (3.2D)

As > |vg| < 00, we get limy_, 1o Vy = V(1) > 0, and thus (3.13) is proved. [

4. ESTIMATES ON CAPACITIES

To prove Theorem [B.1] we prove uniform estimates of the denominator and
numerator of (2.6]), namely the capacity and the mass of the equilibrium potential.

4.1. Uniform control in large dimensions for capacities. A crucial step is the
control of the capacity. This will be done with the help of the Dirichlet principle
(2.7). We will obtain the asymptotics by using a Laplace-like method. The expo-
nential factor in the integral (2.9) is largely predominant at the points where h is
likely to vary the most, that is around the saddle point O. Therefore we need some
good estimates of the potential near O.

4.1.1. Local Taylor approximation. This subsection is devoted to the quadratic ap-
proximations of the potential which are quite subtle. We will make a change of
basis in the neighborhood of the saddle point O that will diagonalize the quadratic
part.

Recall that the potential GG, y is of the form

1 1
=——(z,Ild-D — ||z l3- 1
Gy () = =5 (. [1d = Dlz) + — ] (4.
where the operator D is given by D = v [Id — $(X 4 X*)] and (¥z); = x;4,. The
linear operator (Id — D) = —V?F, x(O) has eigenvalues —); y and eigenvectors

vg,v With components vy y(j) = w*, with w = 27/,
Let us change coordinates by setting
N-1
Bj=Y witm. (4.2)
k=0
Then the inverse transformation is given by

| V-
Tk = jZO w35 = 1,(2). (4.3)

Note that the map = — & maps R" to the set
RY ={ieCV iy =in 1} (4.4)

endowed with the standard inner product on C".
Notice that, expressed in terms of the variables z, the potential (1.2) takes the form

N-1
. 1 . 1 .
Gy (a(T)) = SN2 > el + me(az)Hj (4.5)
k=0
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Our main concern will be the control of the non-quadratic term in the new coordi-
nates. To that end, we introduce the following norms on Fourier space:

| N 1/p ]
12 ]lp,7 = (ﬁ ZO \i’|p> = W’@Hp- (4.6)

The factor 1/N is the suitable choice to make the map x — % a bounded map
between L” spaces. This implies that the following estimates hold (see [16], Vol.
1, Theorem IX.8):

Lemma 4.1. With the norms defined above, we have
(i) the Parseval identity,
lzll2 = [l #]l2.7, (4.7)
and
(ii) the Hausdorff-Young inequalities: for 1 < q < 2 and p~! + ¢q~! = 1, there
exists a finite, N-independent constant C, such that

l2lly < CollZ]lg,7- (4.8)

In particular
[/l < Caysll@]lays,F. (4.9)

Let us introduce the change of variables, defined by the complex vector z, as
=—. .10
2= (4.10)
Let us remark that 2 = L 3"z, € R. In the variable z, the potential takes the

form
Nf

[y

~ 1 1
Crv(2) = Gy (2(N2)) = 55~ Mewlanl? + ol (N2) 14 (4.11)
k=0
Moreover, by (4.7) and (4.10)
1
lz(N2)[5 = IN2]z.5 = S [INV=I5- (4.12)
In the new coordinates the minima are now given by
I =4+(1,0,...,0). (4.13)

In addition, z(BY) = z(B, x(1-)) = B,(I-) where the last ball is in the new
coordinates.

Lemma 4.1l will allow us to prove the following important estimates. For § > 0, we
set

céz{ze@fv:\zgg(s kN ,nggN—l}, (4.14)

VALY

where \; v are the eigenvalues of the Hessian at O as given in (2.14) and r; y are
constants that will be specified below. Using (3.15), we have, for 3 < k < N/2,

2
Aoy > k2 (1 - %) o 1. (4.15)

Thus (A y) verifies Ay xy > ak?, for 1 < k < N/2, with some a, independent of N.
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The sequence (74 ) is constructed as follows. Choose an increasing sequence,

(pr)k>1, and set
To.N = 1
’ (4.16)
{Tk,N =ry—enN =pr, L<E<[F].

1/
K, = Zﬁ p (4.17)
= o :

k>1
Note that if K, is finite then, for all p; > py, K, is finite. With this notation we
have the following key estimate.

Let, for p > 1,

Lemma 4.2. For all p > 2, there exist finite constants B, such that, for z € Cj,
le(N2)|l} < "N B, (4.18)

. . . . . 1 1 o

if K, is finite, with s to=1

Proof. The Hausdorff-Young inequality (Lemma [4.1]) gives us:

[z(N2)[l, < Cql|Nzlgz- (4.19)
Since z € Cj, we get
— TN
INz[8 - < SN L (4.20)
k=0 "k
Then
N-1 _gq IN/2] q LN/2] q
TN 1 TN 1 2 s 1 2
Yo = —s2) p <o Y TR K= DY (4.21)
2 2 2 2 2 2 2779 q
k=0 )‘2/ v k=1 )\Z/ N2 at il a2 al
which is finite if K, is finite. Therefore,
l=(N2)||p < PN Dacrpe, (4.22)
which gives us the result since (¢ — 1) = 1. O

We have all what we need to estimate the capacity.

4.1.2. Capacity Estimates. Let us now prove our main theorem.
Proposition 4.3. There exists a constant A, such that, for all ¢ < ¢q and for all N,

where |R(e, N)| < Ay/e|lnel3.

The proof will be decomposed into two lemmata, one for the upper bound and
the other for the lower bound. The proofs are quite different but follow the same
idea. We have to estimate some integrals. We isolate a neighborhood around
the point O of interest. We get an approximation of the potential on this neigh-
borhood, we bound the remainder and we estimate the integral on the suitable
neighborhood.

(1+ R(g,N)), (4.23)

In what follows, constants independent of N are denoted A,;.
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Upper bound. The first lemma we prove is the upper bound for Proposition [4.3]
Lemma 4.4. There exists a constant A, such that for all € and for all N,
cap (BY, BY) N-2 1

< eV2me 14+ Agellnel?). (4.24)
NN/ VTdet(VE,  (0))] (1-+ Aoel <)

Proof. This lemma is proved in [5] in the finite dimension setting. We use the same
strategy, but here we take care to control the integrals appearing uniformly in the
dimension. N

We will denote the quadratic approximation of G, x by Fp, i.e.

N-1

e vz l? 22 N vlzl?
Fo(z) =) 7’“”2‘ o T 7’“’N2| du (4.25)
pn =1

On Cjs, we can control the non-quadratic part through Lemma [4.2]

Lemma 4.5. There exists a constant A; and 0y, such that for all N, 6 < g and all
S 05,

Gon(2) — Fo(2)| < Aot (4.26)

Proof. Using (4.11)), we see that

Gyn(z) — Fo(z) = Nz)|l;- (4.27)

1
AN | 2(
We choose a sequence (py)r>1 such that K, 5 is finite.
Thus, it follows from Lemma [4.2] with A; = iB4, that

Moz < Aot (4.28)

as desired. O

We obtain the upper bound of Lemma [4.4] by choosing a test function h*t. We
change coordinates from x to z as explained in (4.10). A simple calculation shows
that

IVh(@)13 = NHIVA()]l3, (4.29)

where h(z) = h(x(z)) under our coordinate change.
For § sufficiently small, we can ensure that, for z ¢ Cs with |z| < 4,

Gon(z) > Folz) = _%0 52 Ml = =5 4200 2 6 (4.30)
k=1
Therefore, the strip
Ss ={z|x =x(Nz), |z| <6} (4.31)

separates R" into two disjoint sets, one containing /_ and the other one containing
[Jr, and for z € Sy \ C(g, G%N(Jf) > 52,
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The complement of S5 consists of two connected components I',, I"_ which con-
tain /, and /_, respectively. We define
1 forzeT'_
0 forz e,
f(20) forz € C;s
arbitrary on S5\ Cs but|[Vh*|; < 5.
where f satisfies f(J) = 0 and f(—dJ) = 1 and will be specified later.

Taking into account the change of coordinates, the Dirichlet form (2.9) evaluated
on h* provides the upper bound

ht(z) = : (4.32)

Bht) = NV / =G (/e Tt (2) 22 (4.33)
z((BYuUBY)e)

< NV [5 / e~ GrN e (f1())? i + 672 /
Cs

eé%N(z)/edz] .
Ss\Cs
The first term will give the dominant contribution. Let us focus on it first. We

replace G, v by Fp, using the bound (4.26), and for suitably chosen ¢, we obtain

_ 4
/ P (f(z))  dz < (1+2A15—)/ e O (f(20)) dz
Cs €/ JCs

4
— <1+2A15—)/ e~ 3= Tnmt MnlaP gy dan
€ Dy

5
x/ (f’(zo))QeZg/Qedzo. (4.34)

)
Here we have used that we can write Cs in the form [—0,d] x D;. As we want
to calculate an infimum, we choose a function f which minimizes the integral
I 5 (f'(20))” €%0/%dz,. A simple computation leads to the choice

fz(i e~ t/2 t

= (4.35)
fi; e—t2/2¢ ¢

f(20) =
Therefore

/ e CrN @/ (F(20)) 2 dz < (4.36)
Cs

—3 Yhso Peonllzel? g 4
€ 2e £k=0 , z K}
Je, . <1 + 2A1—> .
§ 1,2 £
(ff(se 2 0d20>
Choosing § = y/Ke¢|Ine¢|, a simple calculation shows that there exists A, such that

1 —N-1 2
fC(g e 3 Do [Me.nllzkl dz

N2
- — 5 < 2me
(f_é 6*§Z0/5dzo)

The second term in (4.33) is bounded above in the following lemma.

Lemma 4.6. For 6 = \/Ke|ln(e)| and pr = 4k%, with 0 < a < 1/4, there exists
A3z < oo, such that for all N and 0 < ¢ < 1,

N—2
$5\Cs Vldet (V2F, v (0))]

1
VIdet(VE, n(0))]

(4.38)
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Proof. Clearly, by (4.11)),

2 Nl
~ 0 § : 2
G%N(Z) Z —E -+ 5 Ak,N|2k| . (439)
k=1
Thus
/ e G @eg,
Ss\Cs
0 1 N-1 2
< / dzO/ dzy ... dzy_je” 2 2k=0 Aenlz]
-0 ng_llz\zk\Z(Srk,N/w/)\k,N
Fy N-1
< / 6+z8/2€d202/ e~ elael?/22 g
-6 k=1 Y |#6120mK, N /\/ Ak, N
X H /G_Ai’NZiIQ/QEdZZ‘
1<izk<N-17R
N-1 N-1
_ _ _ 82,2
< [T 2menin Y e s>, (4.40)
i=1 k=1
Now,
N-1 15 N-1
-1 _—6%r2 /2 -1 _—6%r2 /2 -1 —§2r2 2
> rioye t R = rne RN Y Ty e A /2
k=1 k=1 k=% ]+1
o0
152 2
< 2 E pkle pic/2e (4.41)
k=1

We choose p;, = 4k with 0 < o < 1/4 to ensure that K5 is finite. With our choice
for 9, the sum in (4.41) is then given by

1 o0

—a _8Kn2™
- g n~ % <
4n:1

since the sum over n is clearly convergent. Putting all the parts together, we get
that

g2k Z gBKn* < e, (4.42)

n=1

e~ =

/ e Gy < O ore . (4.43)
$5\Cs Vldet (V2F, n(0))]

and Lemma [4.6] is proven. O

Finally, using (4.36), (4.33), (4.37), and (4.38)), we obtain the upper bound

O(hT) - ev2re
NV /[ det(VE, x(0))]

with the choice p, = 4k*, 0 < o < 1/4 and § = \/K¢|ln¢|. Note that all constants
are independent of N. Thus Lemma [4.4]is proven. O

(1+ Age) (1+24¢|Ine® + Ay /?) (4.44)
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Lower Bound The idea here (as already used in [6]) is to get a lower bound by
restricting the state space to a narrow corridor from /_ to I, that contains the
relevant paths and along which the potential is well controlled. We will prove the
following lemma.

Lemma 4.7. There exists a constant A, < oo such that for all € and for all N,

cap (BY, BY) N-2 1
— > >V 27me 1— As/e|llnel?). 4.45
NS e (AARE) s
Proof. Given a sequence, (px)r>1, with 7 v defined as in (4.16]), we set
Cs={z0 €] =1+ p, 1= pl, |2l < 0w/ VA }- (4.46)

The restriction |zp| < 1 — p is made to ensure that Cj is disjoint from By since in
the new coordinates (4.10) /. = +(1,0,...,0).
Clearly, if h* is the minimizer of the Dirichlet form, then

cap (BY, BY) = ®(h*) > &g (h*), (4.47)

where @4 is the Dirichlet form for the process on Cs,

Op (h) =€ [ e~ @/E () |2de = NV e / ) e Crn (/e (2)||2dz.
Cs 2(06)

(4.48)
To get our lower bound we now use simply that
o ” o
Vh(2)|3 = > 4.4
IVAGIE = X oo | = [ (4.49)
so that
d(h*) N _|Oh* ~
NNZ1 > 8/2(06) Goyn ( —(2) dz = CI)C(S(h ) > gg{lq)c (h) (4.50)

The remaining variational problem involves only functions depending on the single
coordinate z,, with the other coordinates, z;, = (z;)i1<i<y—1, appearing only as
parameters. The corresponding minimizer is readily found explicitly as

) [P G212 g

- =2 = 51
h’ (207’2J-> 1—p eG’Y,N(SazL)/adS (45 )
—1+p
and hence the capacity is bounded from below by
cap (BN, BY) _ ~ - P G w(om)e -
—ynar 2 % h7) =e ai( L v (z0.20)/ dz0> dz, . (4.52)

Next, we have to evaluate the integrals in the r.h.s. above. The next lemma pro-
vides a suitable approximation of the potential on Cs. Note that since 2, is no
longer small, we only expand in the coordinates z, .

Lemma 4.8. Let .y be chosen as before with p, = 4k*, 0 < a < 1/4. Then there
exists a constant, As, and 6y > 0, such that, for all N and 6 < dq, on Cj,

~ 1, 1, 1w

Gyn(2) — <—§Z§ + 12’3 T3 Z M |2e]? + Zéf(ﬁ))

k=1

< As6°, (4.53)
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where

=

-1
|zk|2. (4.54)

1

[\OR GV

f(z1) =

T

Proof We analyze the non-quadratic part of the potential on Cj, using (&.11) and

4.3)
| N2 N-1 4 N-—
_ 14
_||;p (N2)|[3 = Z|xl Nz)| N; Zo+; _N z;|1+ul|
(4.55)

where i = 5 L S~V Wik, Note that 327 'u; = 0 and u = =2 (N(0,21)) and that
for = € RY, u, is real. Thus

4

N-1 N-1
STt wlt =N+ (6u +dud +uf), (4.56)
=0 1=0

we get that

N-1

4
D (@l + uld). @57

DIE

6
(N2)||t - ( 2
' HLU z H4 zO N

1=0
A simple computation shows that

6

—Z = —Z|z,€|2 (4.58)
0 k40

Thus as |zy| < 1, we see that

1 1
VNI = = —625 ) lal| < ~ (N, 2[5+ [2(N (0, z0))[13) - (4.59)

k0

Using again Lemma [4.2], we get

lz(N(0,z))|l5 < BsNg® (4.60)
(N0, z0))lls < BaNé™.
Therefore, Lemma [4.8]is proved, with A5 = 4B3 + Bydy. O

We use Lemma [4.8] to obtain the upper bound

1—p  _
/ (G G02)/2 g0 < exp (Q%Ek o A,%N|Z,€|2+A5753) g(z1),  (4.61)

1+p

1=r 1 1
g(z1) = / exp (—5_1 <§z§ — 128‘ — sz(zQ)) dzp. (4.62)

1+p

where

This integral is readily estimate via Laplace’s method as

g(z.) = % (1+0()) = Vare (1 + O(e) + O(6%)) . (4.63)
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Inserting this estimate into (4.52)), it remains to carry out the integrals over the
vertical coordinates which yields

O (A7) 2 S/A exp <——ZAkN|Zk| —Af ) ¢2175(HO(5)+O(52)) dz.
- \/;/c b <—— pPRYRIEN ) dz1 (14 0(c) + 0(8%) + O(6%/e)) .

(4.64)
The integral is readily bounded by

1 N-1 1 N-1
—— 3" 2 dz, > —— ) A 2 d
/él exp < 5 Z kN | 2| ) ZL =z /RN1 exp ( o ; kN |2k ] ) an

N-1
1
_Z/dzl / /dleeXp _2_Z>‘k7N|Zk\2
Zk|>67“]€ N/W/)\k N R € k=1
N—
- - /2
> 1/27T5N ! H />\i,N L (1 _ _65—1 Tk e —5%r? N/25>
m
i=1 k=

B N-1 1 K
= V27e S0 (1+0()), (4.65)

when § = VKelne and O(e¥) uniform in N. Putting all estimates together, we
arrive at the assertion of Lemma [4.7]

O

4.2. Uniform estimate of the mass of the equilibrium potential. We will prove
the following proposition.

Proposition 4.9. There exists a constant Ag such that, for all e < egand all N,

1
h* T e_G'y,N(x)/adx =
NN/2 /BNC BI_V,BJJ( ) Vdet(VE, v 7))

+

where |R(N,e)| < Agy/e|Inel?.

Proof. The predominant contribution to the integral comes from the minimum 7_,
since around [, the harmonic function A* (x) vanishes.

(1+ R(N,¢)), (4.66)

BN ,BY
The proof will go in two steps. We define ‘the tube in the 2zp-direction,
555 {Z:vkzl‘zk‘ Sérk,N/\/)\k,N}a (467)

and show that the mass of the complement of this tube is negligible. In a second
step we show that within that tube, only the neighborhood of /_ gives a relevant
and indeed the desired contribution. The reason for splitting our estimates up in
this way is that we have to use different ways to control the non-quadratic terms.

Lemma 4.10. Let rj y be chosen as before and let 6 = \/Ke|Ine|. Then there exists
a finite numerical constant, Az, such that for all N,

1 a N e
—_ e~ CrN@/E gy < A 2me k. (4.68)
NP2 /o - VAt (VE, ~(0))

8
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The same estimate holds for the integral over the complement of the set

Ds={x:]z0—1] <dV]z+1] <d}. (4.69)
Proof Recall that zy = + 3"V " z;. Then we can write
1 1 1 1 1 1 1
Gon(r) = =520+ 720 + 55 (@ D) — o= llalls + 520 + llells — 57 (4.70)

Notice first that by applying the Cauchy-Schwartz inequality, it follows that

N-1 \*? N-1 2 N-1
4 (Z x) < N2 (Z :cf) SN ah (4.71)
i=0 i=0 i=0
Moreover, N~!||z||3 = ||z||3, so that expressed in the variables z,

1 1 1
Gyn(z) > —5,28 + EZO + ﬁ z,Dz) — = Z 2 (4.72)

1 1 1
— —§Z§+ZZ§+§Z>\]€,NZ]§
k=1

Therefore, as in the estimate (4.40)),
N-1

—Gn(2)/e —e (28 /4—22/2)
e o dz < / e 0/%7%0/4) d 2
/ A 2

s /|Zk>57“k N/A/ AN
X H / “Ainleil/2e g (4.73)

1<i#k<N-1

_ 2
el /2 g,

< 20/4-75/2) 4 506~ 1V/e 2mEN A rh e i/
< [ IERTD
< 6—871(23/4—23/2)
—Jr

Since clearly,
/ e~ G/ (o = 2y/mee (1 + O(e)), (4.74)
R

this proves the first assertion of the lemma.

Quite clearly, the same bounds will show that the contribution from the set where
|zo £ 1| > § are negligible, by just considering now the fact that the range of the
integral over z; is bounded away from the minima in the exponent. O

Finally, we want to compute the remaining part of the integral in (4.66), i.e. the
integral over Cs N {x : |2 + 1| < }. Since the eigenvalues of the Hessian at /_,
vy,N, are comparable to the eigenvalues \; n for k£ > 1 in the sense that there is a
finite positive constant, ¢, depending only on 4, such that \y v < vy < iy,
and since vy x = 2, this set is contained in C,,;, where

~ )
Cs(I)=4zeRY 1 z+1] < z <5 1<k<N—1} (4.75)
(1) { Tt 15— ] < 57
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It is easy to verify that on C(/_), there exists a constant, A, s.t.
N—-1 9

=22 <8y Y < 524,32 (4.76)

14
k=0 k,N

and so, for § = \/Ke|lne|, Cs(1-) C z(B-).

On Cjs(1_) we have the following quadratic approximation.

Lemma 4.11. For all N,
_ 1 1 N-—1
Gy n(2) + 173 ,}0 ven| 2> = R(2) 4.77)

and there exists a constant Ay and o, such that, for § < &y, on Cs(1_)
[R(2)] < Agd” (4.78)
where the constants (p;,) are chosen as before such that K, 5 is finite.

Proof. The proof goes in exactly the same way as in the previous cases and is left
to the reader. O

With this estimate it is now obvious that

/ iy BN(z)e_é%N(z)/adz = / e~ G (/e g, (4.79)
cs(i-)y T Cs(1-)

N
V2
= el/% i (1+0(8%/e)),
\/det VQF%N(I_)
Using that ﬁ*BN 5~ (%) vanishes on BY and hence on Cjs([,.), this estimate together
p— +
with Lemma [4.10] proves the proposition. O

4.3. Proof of Theorem 3.1

Proof. The proof of Theorem [3.1]is now an obvious consequence of (2.16) together
with Propositions[4.3]and O
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