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Abstract

Mechanisms of friction are known as an important source of vibrations in a large variety of engineering
systems, where the emergence of oscillations is noisy and can cause severe damage to the system. The
reduction or elimination of these vibrations is then an industrial issue that requires the attention of engi-
neers and researchers together. Friction-induced vibrations have been the matter of several investigations,
considering experimental, analytical and numerical approaches.

An aircraft braking system is a complex engineering system prone to friction-induced vibrations, and
will be the matter of the work hereby presented. By considering experimental observations and by eval-
uating the mechanisms of friction involved, a complete non-linear model is built. The non-linear contact
between the rotors and the stators is considered. The stability analysis is performed by determining the
eigenvalues of the linearized system at the equilibrium point. Parametric studies are conducted in order to
evaluate the effects of various system parameters on stability. A special attention will be given to the un-
derstanding of the role of damping and the associated destabilization paradox in mode-coupling instabilities.

Keywords: friction-induced vibration, mode-coupling instability, damping, stability analysis

1 Introduction

Friction-induced vibrations are a major concern in a broad variety of mechanical systems with rotating and
sliding parts. The emergence of oscillations can be noisy and damageable for the integrity of the system and
can cause accelerated wear of the components. It is especially the case in brakes, as well in automotive as
in aeronautical or rail systems. Another common examples frequently encountered are the squeaking door,
or the particularly unpleasant noise of a chalk applied on a blackboard.

The comprehension of the phenomena involved in these vibrations has been the matter of a number of
investigations, and is still an active field of research in dynamics. It is assumed that vibrations induced by
friction fall into four categories [1, 2, 3, 4]: stick-slip, variable dynamic friction coefficient, sprag-slip and



mode-coupling. Historically stick-slip is the first theory established to explain the emergence of vibrations.
It is caused by a static friction coefficient higher than the dynamic friction coefficient. A mass sliding on
a moving belt is a simple system that allows to reproduce this phenomenon. An expansion of this theory
is given by a variable dynamic friction coefficient: a decrease in friction coefficient with relative sliding
velocity is assumed to be a source of instability. This negative slope introduces a negative damping in the
equations of motion that leads to single structural modes becoming unstable. However, friction-induced
vibrations are not only the matter of tribological properties. Studies have shown that instability can occur
with a constant coefficient of friction. The sprag-slip phenomenon, first proposed by [5] and then expanded
by several investigators, is based on a geometrically-induced instability. Finally the fourth mechanism
known to be a source of instability is the geometric coupling of the different degrees of freedom, that can
occur given a constant coefficient of friction. In this case the instability is the result of the coupling of two
structural modes of the system. This approach is largely used to reproduce friction-induced vibrations in
mechanical systems.

In this study an aircraft braking system is considered. Based on experimental observations, a non-
linear model for friction-induced vibrations is developed. It will be used for a better understanding of the
role of damping on stability, and to evaluate to what extend damping can be introduced into the system
to avoid any emergence of vibrations. The modelization of an aircraft braking system has been the matter
of several papers before [6, 7, 8]. It has been also shown that stability can be affected by the design, and
the effects of system parameters like hydraulic pressure and friction coefficient have been investigated.
But most of the studies rely on undamped systems, or in the case of damped systems no full investigation
of the effects of damping has been undertaken. And yet damping is commonly used in a wide variety
of engineering systems: adding damping elements into one part of the system is assumed to reduce or
eliminate friction-induced vibrations, but sometimes the results might be reversed. However, the role of
damping on stability has been the subject of many papers. [9, 10, 11, 12, 13] have studied its effects
on friction-induced vibrations of a two-degree-of-freedom system. They show that although damping in
mode-coupling friction-induced vibrations is a complex phenomenon, some interesting results have been
found. Thus, although dampers dissipate energy, increasing the damping does not lead systematically to
the stabilization of the system if not introduced cautiously. That is why damping has to be examined
in detail in order to avoid a bad design. This phenomenon, called the ”‘destabilization paradox’’, was
explained by Kirillov and Seyranian [14, 15]. Moreover, the role of the ratio of the damping parameters
in the destabilization paradox is known from the study of different particular mechanical systems since at
least 1930 (see [16, 17, 18, 19]).

The aim of this study is then to carry out an extensive analysis of the effects of damping on mode-
coupling friction-induced instabilities on a fully non-linear model of an aircraft braking system. The non-
linear contact between the rotors and the stators, and mechanisms between components are considered.
The stability analysis is performed by determining the eigenvalues of the linearized equations of motion at
the equilibrium point. Parametric studies with linear stability theory are conducted in order to determine
the effects of system parameters including brake friction coefficient, non-linear stiffness and structural
damping. In particular, the role of the damping ratio between two coupling modes will be examined, and it
will be proved that the addition of damping can have in certain cases destabilizing effects. Finally, a design
optimization by considering the Robust Damping Factor [9] will be used in order to avoid design errors.




2 System description and modelization

2.1 System description and dynamic tests

An aircraft braking system is given in Figure 1(a) where the main parts of the system are represented
(except for the wheel and tyre). As shown the brake is composed of a stack of rotating brake discs (rotors)
which engage the wheel, and stationary brake discs (stators) engaged by the torque tube. The torque tube
is attached to the piston housing which is linked to the landing gear through a torque take-out rod. During
the braking, the rotors and the stators are squeezed together by hydraulic pistons. Torque is produced by
friction forces generated at the rubbing surface between the discs. The conversion of kinetic energy of the
plane into heat in the brake discs causes the slowdown and the stopping of the aircraft.
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Figure 1: Aircraft braking system description

Dynamic tests using a fully instrumented aircraft brake are performed in order to analyze the vibratory
behaviour of the brake. [8] present in detail the procedure of the test and give a view of the accelerometer
locations on each part of the system. Different tests on several brake configurations allowed to identify in
particular two important complex non-linear phenomena: squeal and whirl. Both appear at low frequency
(in the 0-1000 Hz range) with amplitude oscillations potentially damageable for the integrity of the brake.
On one hand squeal is defined as torsional vibrations of non-rotating brake parts around the axle. On the
other hand whirl is defined as a motion of the end of the torque plate around the axle along with unphased
pumping of the brake pistons.

2.2 Modelization and equations of motion

An analytical model has been developed in order to reproduce whirl and squeal instabilities. [6] presented
the equations of motion and a model description simulating the squeal phenomenon. The model proposed
is based on a geometric coupling between lateral translation and yaw of the rotors and stators. It predicts
that instability can occur with a constant brake friction coefficient and without the use of brake negative
damping. [8] presented a model for simulating the whirl phenomenon by using geometric coupling and
sprag-slip approaches. Given these two works, a complete model for simulating both whirl and squeal
instabilities will be built and used to study the dynamic behaviour of the brake.
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Figure 2: Non-linear approximation between load and axial compressibility of the discs stack

Experimental results have shown that the normal contact stress acting at the interface between the ro-
tors and stators is highly non-linear. As shown in Figure 2, the load-deflection relationship can be expressed
as a cubic polynomial with a good agreement with experimental results. The contact pressure is supposed
uniformly distributed on the rubbing surface (a ring with inner radius Ri and outer radius Re as illustrated
in Figure 3):

3
P(M) =) K" (D
i=1

where M is a point of radial coordinate (r, #), P is the load applied on the discs stack, dx is the relative dis-
placement between the rotors and stators, and K (i=1 to 3) are the coefficients of the 3"¢ order polynomial.
The multi-stage brake is represented by a single rotor and stator with an effective brake friction coefficient
of pte; = 2npu where n is the number of interfaces between the stators and rotors. It is assumed that the
friction coefficient is uniform along the rubbing surface and that the rotor and stator friction surfaces are
equivalent and always in contact. As given in the Coulomb friction model, the tangential stress is generated
through this brake friction coefficient, in such a way that the normal and tangential elementary forces at the

interface are expressed as:
N(r,0) = P(r,0) (2)

T(r,0) = pegN(r,0) = pregP(r, 0) 3)

The normal relative compression dx is calculated by considering small displacements of the rotor and the
stator:

Trotor (1, 0) = X, + rsinbsind, — rcosfsin, ~ x, + r0,.sinf — ri,.cosd 4)

Tstator (1, 0) = x5 + rsinfsinbs — rcoshsinis = xg + rhssind — ripscos (5)
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Figure 3: Friction modelization at the interface stator/rotor

that gives:
0x(r,0) = Tstaror (1, 0) — Trotor (1, 0) = (x5 — ) + rsind(0s — 0,.) — rcost(s — 1hy.) (6)

where x, x,, 05, 0., 15, 1, are respectively the stator and the rotor lateral displacements and rotations, as
illustrated in Figure 1(b). Considering the cubic polynomial non-linear contact stress (1), the normal force
Fx, the tangential forces Fy, Iz, the brake torque M x and the yawing and pitching moments My, M due
to friction can then be expressed by:

/ZW/ (r,0)rdrdd —/ / Kléx(r 0) + Ky62%(r,0) + K302®(r, «9)) rdrdf

= K1A2(Is_xr) + Ky (AQ(IS —l‘,«) A_(es_e ) AI(¢T_¢3) )

8y (Aol = 0+ 2200 = 07— ) + 20— 60— 1) @
Fy = / ” / (r,0)sinbrdrdd = / " / fegN (r, 0)sindrdrdd
= THeq <K1 1?),3 (9 —0 ) + KQQ—A?'(Q - Qr)( )
345 345
Ky (Agws—9r><x5—x7«>2+%<es—e7«>3 220 - 0w - ) ®

27 2 rRe
/ / (r,0)cosOrdrdd = / / egN (1, 8)cosOrdrdd
R;
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with A, = 7 (Re"’ — Rik) for k=2 to 6

The hydraulic pressure is then applied to the stator through the pistons, and the tire-ground drag force
and the wheel bending load are introduced. The model built counts 16 nodes for a total of 70 degrees of
freedom, as shown in Figure 1(b). The main addition compared with the studies presented by [8, 6] is the
detailed modelization of the brake rod. By considering the interconnections between each element of the
braking system, the global non-linear equations of motion take the form:

Mx 4 Cx + Kx = Fcontact + thdr + Fdrag + Fload (13)

where X, X and x are respectively the 70-dimensional vectors of acceleration, velocity and displacement.
Fpressure 18 the vector force due to brake hydraulic pressure, F ., contains the linear and non-linear
contact force terms at the stator and rotor interface, F ., represents the tire-ground drag force, and Fj,qq
the bending load of the wheel. M, K and C are the structural mass, global damping and stiffness matrices.
The detailed expressions of the structural matrices are not given here, they are written by [8] in a case of a
model without brake rod.



3 Stability analysis

To analyse the stability of the brake in a given configuration, the first step is to determine the steady-
state operating point X for the full set of non-linear equations. It is given by solving the non-linear static
equations of motion of the system:

KXO = Fcontact (XO> + Fdrag (XO> + thdr + Fload (14)

Assuming that the tire-ground drag force is only dependent on the brake torque M, the previous equation
can be written as:
Kxy = Fn1(%0) + Fryar + Fioaa (15)

where F, contains all the non-linear terms of Feoptqc and F,.q.
Stability is then investigated for a small perturbation X around the equilibrium point:

X=Xy +X (16)
so that the non-linear dynamic equations are:
Mx + Cx + K(xg + X) = Fyp(x0 + X) + Fryar + Fioaa (17)
Thanks to equation (14) it gives:
Mx + Cx + Kx = Fy (%o + X) — Fyr(Xo) (18)

The next step is to linearize the non-linear terms contained by F y;, around the equilibrium point:

Fni(xo+X) = Fni(X0) + Fyp(X) (19)
with e
Fyo(X) =3 %@) 7; = K (x0)X (20)
; i 1x

Finally the stability is analysed by considering the equation:
Mx + Cx + (K — K, (x0))x = 0 1)

that gives the Jacobian matrix J expressed by:

I= l —M—l(KO— K. (x0)) —MI—lc ] (22)

Local stability around the equilibrium point X, is discussed by calculating the eigenvalues of the matrix J.
For )\ a complex eigenvalue of the form A\ = a + b, the stability criterion is: if a is negative or zero, the
system is stable and no vibration occurs, and if a is positive then the system is unstable. The imaginary part
b represents the pulsation (or the frequency by considering a factor of 27) of the vibration. A representation
of the evolution of the pulsations and the real parts against the brake friction coefficient are given in Figures
4 and 5. The graphs below are normalized towards the pulsation of the first instability wy ; and towards the



Real part

@

0.1 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.6 0.7 0.8 0.9
wp

max

Figure 4: Evolution of the pulsations
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Figure 5: Evolution of the real parts
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Figure 6: Evolution of the eigenvalues in the complex plane

maximum friction coefficient ji,,,, used in the study. It can be seen that in the frequency range of the study
three coupling instabilities are calculated (in red on the figures). For low values of the friction coefficient
the system is stable, and for higher values obviously the three instabilities can occur at the same time. At
the present time, it is difficult to validate the scenario of several instabilities appearing together. It is rather
thought that in practice one instability will be predominant and yield the major part of the oscillations.
In the complex plane (Figure 6), the evolution of the pulsations against the real parts is represented. The
stable and unstable zones are delimited by a real part equal to zero. For this first simulation, a standard
modal damping has been introduced. Its effects can be observed in Figures 5 and 6: modal damping brings
an offset in the real parts given by wn (where w is the pulsation of the mode and n the modal damping
coefficient). Therefore, in that case the addition of damping pushes back the critical value of the friction
coefficient for which the real part becomes positive and the instability appears. To identify the instabilities
calculated, the analytical mode shapes are plotted for one period in Figures 7(a-c). The shaded mark defines
the static position of the brake. An axial deflection of the axle and a complex rotating-bending motion of
the rotor/stator producing a whirling motion of the torque plate and the piston housing is observed. Thus,
the three instabilities match with the definition of the whirl given early. In particular, the second instability
-known as the second whirl mode- has been recorded with high levels of acceleration during dynamics tests
with a good agrement towards the frequency and the deformation. With a different brake configuration, a
squeal coupling mode is calculated: its analytical deformation is given in Figure 7(d). So this model proves
its ability to reproduce mode-coupling friction-induced vibrations as well whirl as squeal modes, with a
constant brake friction coefficient and without the addition of negative damping. A good correlation with
experimental tests is observed, which gives us confidence in the model.
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4 The role of damping and the associated destabilization paradox

In order to avoid whirl and squeal instabilities and to evaluate the influence of various parameters, paramet-
ric studies have been made. They are conducted around a steady-state operating point with linear stability
theory. A complete study of the effects of the damping ratio and an additional study on the non-linear
stiffness of the discs stack compressibility are undertaken.

4.1 Effects of damping

In this part the effects of damping in mode-coupling instabilities are investigated. For each instability given
in Figure 4, variations of the friction coefficient + and of the modal damping coefficients 7; and 7, of the
two coupling modes for each instability are considered. Damping is used in its modal approach, which
means that we work in the modal base of the system. Thus, the damping of the 70 degrees of freedom
yield a modal damping for each mode of the structure, depending on the elements dynamically involved
in the deformation of the mode. Working in the modal base allows to reduce the number of parameters
from 70 to only 2 for a lot easiest analysis. We will study the damping ratio 7, /7, as a key parameter:
a constant modal damping amount is considered i.e. the sum 7); + 1), is taken constant. That means that
we will study the effects of the distribution of damping between the two coupling modes. The effects of
increasing proportional damping (¢; = 1wp1 and c; = 12w 2 at the same time) have already been the
matter of several investigations [11, 10]. Theirs conclusions were that adding proportional damping pushes
back mode-coupling instabilities by increasing the stable region.

Figures 8(a) and 8(b) illustrate the change in the imaginary parts (the pulsations) and the real parts of
the two eigenvalues giving instability #1. The white surface corresponds to the mode becoming unstable
after the coupling, while the black surface illustrates the stable mode. there seems to be a value for the
damping ratio 7, /1), for which the behaviour of the instability changes: below this specific value appearing
near 1.0 the mode becoming unstable is the lowest pulsation one, and above this specific value the unstable
mode is the highest pulsation one. For this specific value of 1 /15, the pulsations of the two modes are the
same, and the difference between the real parts of the two eigenvalues is minimal. Figure 9 shows the vari-
ations in the stable and unstable regions. An optimal value of the damping ratio is observed: it corresponds
to the specific ratio discussed above. At this damping ratio, the stable region is the greatest. For a very
unproportional damping ratio (approaching zero), the system is more unstable that the undamped system.
As previously explained in [20, 21], the ”‘eigenvalue surfaces™ (i.e. the real and imaginary parts of eigen-
values as functions of the friction parameter and the ratio of two damping parameters) are self-intersected
along the ”‘branch cut’’, at the end of which there exists a double complex eigenvalue with the Jordan
chain of length 2 with codimension 2 (i.e. the set of such eigenvalues in the plane of the two parameters
is a point and in the space of three parameters it is a curve). In [21], it was shown that the point in the
space of the three parameters corresponding to the double purely imaginary eigenvalue is a singularity of
the boundary of the domain of asymptotic stability known as the ”“Whitney umbrella™ [14, 15] (i.e. the
domain of asymptotic stability is bounded by a nonsmooth surface having this singularity).

The same studies have been made for the two other mode-coupling instabilities calculated for this
brake configuration. So in Figures 10-11 are given the graphs for instability #2, and in Figures 12-13 the
graphes for instability #3. The same conclusions can be stated: that eliminates the effects of a particular
behaviour of instability #2 in favour of a global behaviour of mode-coupling instabilities. It can then be
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concluded that in mode-coupling instabilities damping is useful to push back the unstable zone. An optimal
damping ratio between the two coupling modes exists, and seems to be around a value of 1.0 (that means
1 =~ 12). In the next chapter, thanks to a robust criterion, a more accurate study of the optimal value of
the damping ratio will be undertaken. As it has been observed, damping has effects of the mode-coupling
behaviour by changing the mode that becomes unstable when the instability occurs. However damping is
not always beneficial: for low values of the damping ratio, the addition of damping leads to a decrease
of the stable region to the extend that for very low values, the system is more unstable that the undamped
system. So, the idea of adding damping in one part of the system to reduce or eliminate a vibration is
not an advisable approach and can even lead to more damageable oscillations. This clearly illustrates the
destabilizing effect of damping [14]: the system can be destabilized by adding damping elements which
yet dissipate energy. From a practical point of view, the damping ratio can hardly reach zero because of
the damping properties of the materials and the always dissipative contacts between the elements of the
structure.
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(a) Evolution of the pulsation of the two modes (b) Evolution of the real part of the two eigenvalues

Figure 10: Stability versus ji/fimq, and 11 /1o for instability #2

4.2 Effects of the non-linear stiffness

A variation of the cubic coefficient of the 3"¢ order polynomial approximating the non-linear relationship
between load and relative displacement of the discs has been taken into account. It represents the dispersion
resulting of several compressibility tests on a discs stack. The minimum, maximum and average curves
are given in Figure 14. The study is made for the instability #2 (2" whirl) and for a friction coefficient
4/ fhmae = 0.045. For a damping ratio of 1, this brake configuration is stable. In Figures 15(a) and 15(b) are
given the evolution of the real parts and pulsations of the two modes versus the damping ratio r; /7, and the
cubic term K3 of the non-linear stiffness around its average value K3, ,minei- The white surface corresponds
to the mode becoming unstable. First, the real part is not much affected by the non-linear stiffness. Then
about the pulsations, the increase of the non-linear stiffness causes the decrease of the pulsation of the two
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modes. Concerning the damping ratio, the crossing in the pulsations for a specific value of the damping
ratio is observed again. This behaviour is not dependent of the non-linear stiffness. For the optimum value
of the damping ratio, the difference of the real parts is minimal. In Figure 16 giving the stable/unstable
regions, it can be seen that the boundaries are not significantly affected by the variation of K3 (that reflects
the small effects on the real parts), even if a value of K3/K3,0mina around 0.9 seems to be an extremum
for which the stable region is the smallest. Moreover a value of the damping ratio above 1.6 or under 0.6
leads to the destabilization of the system. Figure 17 illustrates the evolution of the compression of the discs
stack versus the non-linear stiffness and the damping ratio. The three-dimensional graph is in practice a
two-dimensional one, because the static position doesn’t depend on the damping, as given in Equation 14.
With an increase in the term K3 the discs stack is stiffer. And for a given load, Figure 14 shows that a stiffer
non-linear relationship results in a lower compressibility, which is thus illustrated by Figure 17.

S Robust Damping Factor

To avoid design errors while using damping and to reduce mode-coupling instabilities in aircraft braking
systems, a criterion was defined by [9]. Thus, the Robust Damping Factor (RD-Factor) was built to give the
optimal damping ratio with regard to the stability of the system. Its definition is based on the observations
made during the parametric studies presented in paragraph 4.1 which involve variations of the friction
coefficient and the damping ratio at the same time. The best damping configuration is obtained when
the critical value of the friction coefficient -for which the system becomes unstable- is the greatest. It as
been observed that in that case the difference between the real parts AR = |Re(Aunstavie) — RBe(Astanie)| 18
minimal. Moreover, the difference between the pulsations AF = |Im/(Aunstavie) — I (Astapie )| is minimal
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when the merging of the two modes occurs. When increasing proportional damping, no variation in the
difference of the real parts will be induced (the real parts will vary simultaneously), although the system is
more stable. Thus, to take this third point into account, the value of Max(Re(\)) is considered. Finally the
RD-Factor is defined by:

RD — Factor = —Max(Re())).log (A%il + 1) if Re(A\) <0

: (23)

RD — Factor =0 if Re(\) >0
If the system is unstable (when Re(\) > 0) the RD-Factor equals zero. The RD-Factor is defined in such a
way that the greatest it is, the more stable the system is for the chosen parameters. The criterion is applied
on each of the three whirl instabilities considered all along this study and on the squeal instability (Figures
18(a)-18(d)). On the maps of the RD-Factor, the most suitable damping ratio is well highlighted. It reflects
the fact that for a given value of the friction coefficient, the introduction of unproportional damping is
not optimal. For the squeal mode in Figure 18(d), it can be seen that the optimum damping ratio slightly
increases with the friction coefficient, while it remains constant for the three whirl instabilities. This can
be explained by the particular dynamic behaviour of the brake in this configuration: the squeal instability
is perturbed by the proximity of the second whirl instability whose frequency is very close. To further our
understanding of the most suitable damping ratio, a comparison with the pulsation ratio wg /w1 is given in
Figure 19: there is a very good correlation between the optimum damping ratio and the frequency ratio. The
conclusion of that is that in mode-coupling instabilities, the most suitable damping distribution corresponds
to a proportional damping. That means the relation 7;wg ; = 12wp 2 highlighted in several papers in a case
of a two-degrees-of-freedom has to be verified. However, the result is valid as long as no third structural
mode is involved or interfere in the coupling phenomenon, as it is the case for the squeal instability given
as example but not fully examined in this study.

6 Summary and conclusions

A non-linear model for the analysis of mode-coupling instabilities induced by friction of an aircraft braking
system has been presented. It has been developed by using experimental observations in order to reproduce
whirl and squeal instabilities. The non-linear behaviour of the normal stress between the stator and rotor is
considered. Parametric studies have been conducted to determine the effects of damping on stability.

It has also been shown that damping can be stabilizing as well as destabilizing. The damping ratio of the
two modes leading to a mode-coupling instability appears to be a key factor. Thus, the addition of damping
can lead to the destabilization of the mechanical system although damping elements paradoxically allow to
dissipate energy. With the use of a Robust Damping Factor, it has been established that the most suitable
distribution of damping has to verify the relation 1w = n2wp 2. Given a mode-coupling instability for
which wy; ~ w2, the relation can be in first approximation expressed by 7; ~ 7,. At this optimal ratio,
damping will always and at best stabilize the system, no destabilization because of damping is possible.
Although the damping ratio can hardly reach zero because of the damping properties of the materials, it can
significantly differ from a value close to 1 when adding damping elements into only one part of the system.
This last approach sometimes used to avoid the emergence of vibrations must clearly be avoided given the
results of this study.
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Figure 18: Maps of the RD-Factor

instability | whirl #1 | whirl #2 | whirl #3 squeal
Wo,2/Wo,1 1.023 1.010 1.119 1.180
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Figure 19: Frequency ratio versus optimal damping ratio
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