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TENTATIVE PROGRAMME

Tuesday, 1.12.2015

9. 30: Reception and registration of participants

10. 00: Inaugural session

11.00: Dr A. Murugaiyan (EPHE-UMR 7528 Mondes iranien et indien, Paris): Tamil
inscriptions, corpus construction and analysis.

13.00-14.30: Lunch break

14.30-17.00: Professor S. Rajavel (Tamil University, Thanjavur): Evolution and importance
of Tamil Inscriptions.

Wednesday, 2.12.2015
Practical training: Estampage making, reading of inscriptions (Professor S. Rajavel,
Dr A. Murugaiyan, Mr M. Selvaraj, Tamil University, Thanjavur).

Thursday, 3.12.2015
Professor K. Rajan, University of Pondicherry: History and development of Tamil Scripts.
Dr A. Murugaiyan: Types of Tamil Inscriptions, Structure and Interpretation.

Dr Christiane Pilot-Raichoor, LACITO-CNRS, Pairs: Tamil-Brahmi inscriptions and the
Dravidian historical linguistics.

Friday, 4.12.2015

Dr A. Murugaiyan: Computer-aided analysis of Tamil inscriptions: Corpus, database and
information retrieval.

Professor K. Rangan, Tamil University: Old Tamil, traditional grammars and historical
linguistics.

Professor S. Rajavel: Characteristic Features of Tamil-Brahmi Inscriptions.

Saturday, 5.12.2015

Practical training: Estampage making, reading of inscriptions.

Lectures in situ: Tamil and Grantha scripts. Identification and digitisation of Tamil scripts
(Professor S. Rajavel, Dr A. Murugaiyan, Mr M. Selvaraj).

Sunday, 6.12.2015

Practical training: Estampage making, reading of inscriptions.

Lectures in situ: Tamil and Grantha scripts. Identification and digitisation of Tamil scripts
(Professor S. Rajavel, Dr A. Murugaiyan, Mr M. Selvaraj).

Monday, 7.12.2015

Professor V. Selvakumar (Tamil University, Thanjavur): Units of measurements in Tamil
inscriptions.

Jan Kucera, Institute of South and Central Asia, Charles University, Prague, Czech Republic: Tamil
inscriptions, scripts and text inputting.
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Tuesday, 8.12.2015

Dr S. Rajagopal, Epigraphist, Chennai: Tamil inscriptions, scripts and digitisation.

Jan Kucera, Institute of South and Central Asia, Charles University, Prague, Czech Republic: Tamil
inscriptions, scripts and text inputting.

Wednesday, 9.12.2015
Practical training: Estampage making, reading of inscriptions (Professor S. Rajavel, Dr A.
Murugaiyan, Mr M. Selvaraj, Tamil University, Thanjavur).

Thursday, 10.12.2015
Professor Y. Subbarayalu (French Institute of Pondicherry): Place names in Tamil inscriptions.
Professor S. Rajavel: Evolution of Tamil scripts.

Friday, 11.12.2015
Dr A. Murugaiyan: Tamil epigraphic database, design and information retrieval.

Afternoon session: General discussions, Observations by participants.
Closing ceremony. Professor S. Rajavel, Professor K. Rangan and Dr R. Muralidharan
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INTRODUCTION
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STAGE INTERNATIONAL D’EPIGRAPHIE TAMOULE

Depuis 2004 nous organisons le Stage international d’épigraphie tamoule dans le cadre de nos travaux
a I’Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes — Section des Sciences historiques et philologiques. Ce stage a été
initié¢ a la demande de collégues et chercheurs étrangers car nous sommes le seul a offrir une formation
en épigraphie tamoule en dehors de I’'Inde. De plus, le nombre de chercheurs utilisant les textes
épigraphiques tamouls comme source principale ne cesse d’augmenter. Ce stage s’adresse aux étudiants
et chercheurs qui n’ont pas ou peu d’expérience dans cette discipline.

Les six premiers stages, de 2004 a 2009, ont été organisés a Paris au sein de I’EPHE. Depuis 2010, pour
des raisons pratiques évidentes, les stages sont organisés en Inde du sud en collaboration avec
Pondicherry University et Tamil University, Thanjavur. Ce stage de deux semaines a pour but d’offrir
une formation en épigraphie tamoule mettant 1’accent sur la lecture et I’interprétation des textes dans
une perspective pluridisciplinaire. Les enseignements sont dispensés en anglais. Les travaux mettent en
¢vidence I’importance des inscriptions en tant que sources d’information historique. Nous accordons
une trés grande importance aux travaux pratiques et aux visites de terrain : technique d’estampage,
lecture des inscriptions sur le terrain et paléographie. Nous organisons des conférences avec la
participation des spécialistes invités, sur des thémes liés au stage.

Les travaux sont consacrés a 1’étude de trois types d’inscriptions : 1) Tamil-Brahmat du 4€ avant J.-C.-

au 5°¢ apres J.-C., 2) Pierre de héros et 3) de temples du 5° au 16¢ si¢cle (des dynasties Chola, Pallava,
Pandya et Vijayanagara). Pour chaque type de texte, nous analyserons les aspects historiques et sociaux
en insistant sur les particularités linguistiques (morphologie et syntaxe), en comparaison avec le tamoul
moderne.

A ces stages ont participé des collégues et chercheurs de plusieurs pays : Canada, Etats-Unis, France,
Inde, Italie, Malaisie, Pologne, République Tcheéque, Royaume Uni et Sri Lanka.
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INTERNATIONAL WORKSHOP ON TAMIL EPIGRAPHY

Since 2004 every year, we are organising the International Workshop on Tamil Epigraphy. This special
programme has been planned as part of our regular seminar at the Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes —
Section des Sciences historiques et philologiques, Paris. The proposal for the organization of an
International workshop on Tamil Epigraphy was made by many foreign colleagues and researchers
working on Tamil and on South India. The first six workshops, from 2004 to 2009, were held at the
Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes, Paris. Since 2010, the workshop is being organised in South India, as
it was felt convenient for practical works and for in situ reading of inscriptions. The workshop in India
is organised in collaboration with the Pondicherry University and the Tamil University, Tanjavur.

This workshop is intended for students and researchers who have little or no previous experience with
the discipline. The course is offered in English. The workshop focuses on how to read and interpret
inscriptions and the tools to achieve them. The lectures and discussions are planned to highlight two
facts: 1) inscriptions constitute the historical source material and 2) a multidisciplinary approach is
necessary for the extraction of information. The workshop will lay more attention on field works and
practical trainings: estampage making, preservation, reading in situ, and palaecography. Invited scholars
share their work in a series of afternoon lectures on topics relating to Tamil and South India.

The workshop offers training to read and interpret a number of selected texts of different types: Tamil-

Brahmi (4" BCE to 5" CE), Hero-stone and Temple inscriptions (Chola, Pallava, Pandya and

Vijayanagara dynasties) from 5" to 16™ CE. Emphasis is laid on historical and social issues that are
raised in the various types of inscriptions. On the basis of different types of texts, light is shed upon the
linguistic features of each one illustrating the corresponding morphological and syntactical
characteristics. The affinity of inscriptional language with the Modern Tamil language is also
considered.

Participants from different countries attend the workshop: Canada, Czech Republic, France, India, Italy,
Malaysia, Poland, Sri Lanka, United Kingdom and United States.
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TAMIL SCRIPTS
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Development of Vatteluttu and Tamil from Brahmi
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Vatteluttu 3 — 13" A D. Tamil University
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Tamil script up to 10" A.D.
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CORPUS OF TAMIL EPIGRAPHIC TEXTS
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K.Rajan, V.P. Yatheeskumar, S. Selvakumar

avanam-17, 2006.
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K.Rajan, V.P. Yatheeskumar, S. Selvakumar
Pulimankombai in Andipatti taluk of Teni district
3 BCE

avanam-17, 2006.

K. Rajan, 1-5

“This hero stone is raised to a man called tiyan antavan of pedu village died in the cattle raid that
happened at kudal ur.”

(cf. Comments: I. Mahadevan, avanam-17, 20066-8)
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I. Mahadevan, 2003.11.333
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I. Mahadevan, 2003.11.333
2nd BC

Kongarpuliyangulam

Kurako tupitavanaipacaanadiparuva

kura kotupitavan upaca-an u paruva[n]

&M QSTEUSHEUT 2 LIF 60T 2 LIMI6[EDT]

Upparuva[n], the preceptor, caused to be given (this) cutting

kurai ‘cutting’, kuru (kiiru) ‘section’

upaccan, upaca-an , uvaccan, upajjah, upajjahaya (Pali), upajhaya, uvajah (Pkt. Inscr.) <upadhyaya (Skt.)
(Mahadevan: 333).
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eiyalaaraiyatanacevitaona

e-yil ar-iytan cévit-on

TQIIEL SITAUIGH60T GG ep60T

Ariytan of Eyil caused to be made

ariyatan. Cr. Harita (Skt.), harita (Pkt. Inscr.). Cr. ar-itan (I. Mahadevan:2003.343).
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Ist BCE

koluvanikanaelacanatana$

kolu-vanikan elacantan

Q&MY eUMTETINEHEIT 6T6TE b 60T

Elacantan, the trader in ploughshares
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King: Mahendravarman
Date: 0614 A.D.
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Date: 0575 A.D.

Dynasty: Pallava

King: Cimmavisnu

Place: natiyantr, uttankarai Tk. Dharmapuri Dt.

ko*vicaiya ci

nka vinna paruma

rku irupattai

ntavatupurama

lai nattu mokka

p patiyal toru

[ko]la kappurai

alum maintaikal kumarac catiyaru
pattaru kal.
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Dynasty: Pallava

King: Nrupatunga varman
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Date: 0885 A.D.

Dynasty: Pallava

King: Nrupatunga varman

RY: 16

Place: Uttaramallur / Uttaramerur, Kanchipuram Tk, Chengalput Dt.
On the south wall of the Vaikuntah Perumal temple

1. Svasti $rT nrapatonkavarmmarkku yantu patinaravatu uttarame*ruccaturvve
dimankalattu tirup

2. pulivalattu mahadevar[k]ku nantavi lakkukkaka alappa[kka]ttu ko*yilan
harinandi manavatti pa[ta]

3. riyen kututta pon patinmukkalaficu ipponnin poliyale* nantavilak
kerippa

4. taka kututte*n itu raksippar variyap perumakkal iddharmmam raksittar tiruvati
en talai me*
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Melapluviir, Udaiyar Palaiyam Tk, Trichinopoly Dt.

TWELFTH INTERNATIONAL WORKSHOP ON TAMIL EPIGRAPHY
Tamil Epigraphy. Corpus Analysis, Database Construction and Information Retrieval
Tamil University, Thanjavur, Tamil Nadu, India, 1-11 December 2015
Training materials provided by Appasamy Murugaiyan
PLEASE DO NOT CIRCULATE



41
DOUZIEME STAGE INTERNATIONAL D’EPIGRAPHIE TAMOULE
Epigraphie tamoule : analyse de corpus, construction de base de données et extraction d’information
Tamil University, Thanjavur, Tamil Nadu, Inde, 1-11 décembre 2015
Documents de formation fournis par : Appasamy Murugaiyan
MERCI DE NE PAS DIFFUSER

SII1.13.235 (A.R .N°. 537 of 1924)/ TVM.8.368p
Melapluviir, Udaiyar Palaiyam Tk, Trichinopoly Dt.
Date: 0998 A.D.

Dynasty: Chola

King: Chola Rajakesari varman (Rajaraja I)

RY. 13

1. $vasti $rT kovirajake*sari va[rmmarku yantu 13avatu

kunrakiirrattu avanikantarvva 1$varagrahattu mahadeva[r]kku innattu paluvir
pakaivitai 1§varattu te*vanar maka[n] nakkan piiti paluve*ttaraiyan kumaran ka[n]
tan prasadattinal arulicceyya ittali te*vatanam tiraka[n]kuti aboha

nan kitanta biimiyai kalli irantu pt[vilu]m vilaiya macakki kutu

tta nilam ettu ma ippumiyil po*nta po*kankontu irantu tali[yi]

lu[m] oro* nontavilakku iravum pakalum erikkakatavo*m ittali pat-
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SIL.14.131

On the north side of the ardha-mandapa in the tiruvaludiavara temple
Date: A.D. 1024

Perunkulam , Srivaikuntam Taluk , Tirunelveli District

Script: vatteluttu

R.Y.3

Chola-Pandya Viceroys

Cuntaracola pantiyan

1. ( S)vasti ér1 Koccataippanma-
2. rana $r1 Cuntaracolapa-

. ntiya tevarku yantu

. munravatu iracai-

. racappanti nattu u-

. ttamacolavala nattu tiru-

. valutivala nattu peru-

. nkula(m) ana Uttamaco-

O 0 9 N L B~ W

. lanall@ir Tiruvaluti T§vara-
10. ttu turkaiyarku iv-

11. vur Vellalan ikkan

12. Ciriyan ittevarkku ti-
13. ruvilakku onrinukku vai-
14. cca cavamiivap peratu i-
15. rupattaiiicunal nicatam
16. attakkatava ney alakku
17. ivvatu irupattaificun ko-
18. ntu inney alakkum attu-
19. vatana ittevar vettikku-
20. ti pataittalaivan puli-

21. yan Kanavati .
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SI1.14.90

Text,

1 1 Qsmips gl Ganam Qaralijuraimguie wiem® uBsmpstoy [ | *) -

2 dayran@ (L5866 BTG Qsagrans Smssdlutlé uselom: - |

3 & apgruremyu #Uoodg O gaitss Qunfyt sn6 eyt Qumfytr pme-

4 O Ouanguler swisd U [wleass BaOmssrdorss  Quend [|] Gup
DRise -

1655946 Sy (Y] @b moldo] spas  proswen  Qanein %@ 106 []7]
Opw gyo1é@ [ | ¥ Cwpugurer Qsrppe er- ;

6 ssan Qanan. $6 o0@ [|* G50 Hwrég [ | *] Quiuy Ber e Qsram, 06 Do
gaor [ | *) Guopuyg. alg- :

T ayporal Cénam. g6 Do. owr [ | ¥ On G OrelLang?

+ The left end of the record is built in.

* The inscription stops here. Details as to the disposal of the remaining 20 sheep are lost,

S.LIL—-15

TWELFTH INTERNATIONAL WORKSHOP ON TAMIL EPIGRAPHY
Tamil Epigraphy. Corpus Analysis, Database Construction and Information Retrieval
Tamil University, Thanjavur, Tamil Nadu, India, 1-11 December 2015
Training materials provided by Appasamy Murugaiyan
PLEASE DO NOT CIRCULATE



45
DOUZIEME STAGE INTERNATIONAL D’EPIGRAPHIE TAMOULE
Epigraphie tamoule : analyse de corpus, construction de base de données et extraction d’information
Tamil University, Thanjavur, Tamil Nadu, Inde, 1-11 décembre 2015
Documents de formation fournis par : Appasamy Murugaiyan
MERCI DE NE PAS DIFFUSER

SIL.14.90 (p57) (A.R.NO. 426 of 1914)
Date: 960 A.D.

Dynasty: Pantiya

King: Virapantiyan

1. Sri colan talai konta kovirapantiyarkku yantu patinmiinru [I*] i-

2. ivvantu parittukkuti nattu tévatanam tirucculi [ya]l pallimatai-

3. ¢ cuntarapantiya 1§varattu teévarkku poliylir nattu cutuviir poliytr nattu-

4. muventa velanayina arankam puti vaitta tiru nontavilakku irantu [I*] ivar
rinukku a-

5. tutta atu niru [I*] inndrri[r] kalakan naranan konta atu 25 [I*]
ney alakku [I*] merpatiyan korran ca-

6. ttan konta atu25  [I*] ney alakku [[*] merpatl kilava nappi konta atu
pannirantarai [I*]
merpati vira-

7. arumani konta atu pannirantaria [[*] ney irucevittaria ..
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ANNEXE
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Grammar and glossary

Chhs.1971.68

ko*vicaiya naracinkaparumar = ko vijaiya Narasimha Varman (Note the phonological changes -
adaptation- of the king’s name).

cirrapatikal = paternal uncle

mel =on, against

fianru = while

natupaviy < natu+pava = to territory expand, to invade

pava = to expand, virivu patutta

vanakokkatamar = vanakokkal+tamar (R. Poongundran)

Chhs.1971.59

ko*vicaiya mayintira parumar= ko vijaiya Mahendra Varman (Note the phonological changes -
adaptation- of the king’s name).

marumakkal = warrior; member of the ruling group or clan-tribe-family; ruler. But not as a
‘kinship’ term (nephw). ‘scion’.

ilamakan= young soldiers ?; tribe under the ruling tribe

erumai= buffalo

puratte= ‘puram’ (oblique — locative) outside, exterior, by the side of

vati = be defeated, perish. (DEDR) 5342 Ta. vatu (vati-) to wither, fade, dry up, be emaciated,
become weak, pine away, turn pale, be defeated, perish, be removed, diminish, decrease, fall
short in weight.

pattan= participial noun but not a finite verb.

kallan= probably name of a tribe/group, but not “thief”.

kattiru = save, protect

kati = to bite

adv. <a-v-v-aru. In that way or manner.

(TL) aru ‘Way, road, path’

(Dhar.1973.3.84)

ko*vicaiya cinka vinna parumarrku =’to the king Vijaya Simha Vishnu varman’. (Note the
phonological changes (adaptationn) of the king’s name).

irupattaintavatu = on the 25th regnal year (of...)

-avatu “ordinal marker”

mokkap patiy al “the chief of the village mokkap pati

toru[ko]la (TL)

toru = Herd of cows

torukola= to capture cow herds. Infinitive of cause

akol (Purap.) Theme of seizing the foe's cattle, as a declaration of war

cekkol= Capture of enemies' cattle.

Karantai= (TL) Chaplet of karantai flowers worn by warriors when recovering cows that had been
seized by the enemy; (nirai mittal / nirai mitpor)

BlengBGumg oyemfluyd srpeosLiLomemev. (L9m.)
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@euL & vetei , n. 1. Scarlet ixora, m. sh., Ixora coccinea; Gy auens. Qamismew Coul HgF ENsLp
(@@p@s. 21). 2. (Purap.) Theme describing a king's follower wearing vetci flowers and capturing

the cows of the enemy, as an act of war; Gurig0srL_ssLoms Ceul GLiLy auenilbgy Liewsead
Bleoreows saismas gpid Lpsgimp. (COsme. Gum. 57.)

alum (alukinra)= to rule

maintaikal= young soldiers, warriors. (Young man; @)ewerepesr. (L9m.)

kumarccatiyar = member of / belonging to the group of ‘adiyar’?

pattaru (patu-) DEDR 3852 Ta. patu (patuv-, patt-) to perish, die,

pattaru kal= Participial nouns = vinaiyal aNaiyum peyar. The relative participles may take the
pronominal suffixes ... called Participial nouns. (cf. Arden, p.216, note2). Rhenius classes these
Ppl.n with Verbal nouns. They are declined. There are three forms = present, past and future.
VSR644/ “Technically any finite verb can function as participial noun and therefore in Classical
Tamil, many such verb forms provide two interpretations, one as a finite verb and the other as a
participial noun”.

Kal- stone (hero /memorial stone), in this context.

Chhs.1971.86

makkal = children, descendant, kin, kindred, kinsfolk, consanguinity (soldier, warrior)
pucalut piical+ul
- ul = within inside

Chhs.1971.87

cévakan = soldier, warrior
pucalcella < ptical+cella = to engage in quarrel/ skirmish

Chhs.1971-75

Svasti §1T = ‘prosperity, welfare, Hail! Prosperity, let be prosperity’

Auspicious (mangala) / invocation word used in the beginning of inscriptions.

erumai toru = herd of buffaloes

toru[ko]la (TL)< torukola= to capture cow herds. (Infinitive of cause)

pattar pattar = To die, perish.

pattaru (patu-) DEDR 3852 Ta. patu (patuv-, patt-) to perish, die,

pattaru kal= Participial nouns = vinaiyaal aNaiyum peyar. The relative participles may take the
pronominal suffixes ... called Participial nouns. (cf. Arden, p.216, note2). Rhenius classes this
Ppl.n with Verbal nouns. They are declined. There are three forms: present, past and future.
VSR644/ “Technically any finite verb can function as participial noun and therefore in Classical
Tamil, many such verb forms provide two interpretations, one as a finite verb and the other as a
participial noun”.

SI1.6.346

patinaravtu= sixteenth (regal year)

avatu= ordinal marker

tiruppulivalattu= oblique of tiruppulivalam (genitive), place name

nantavilakkukkaka > nantavilakku+ (u)kk(u)+aka = for the perpetual lamp, benefactive
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alappakkattu = oblique of alappakkam (genitive) , place name

koyilan = ‘man of the temple’ priest,

harinandi= proper noun (voiced consonant in Grantha)

manavatti= manaivi, wife

patariyen > patari +(y) en, I Patari, pronominalised, with PNG marker.
pon= gold

patinmukku= patinmiinru (thirteen)

kalficu= unit of measure for gold (see “units of measure™)

erippataka= erippatu + aka, verbal noun of erikka ‘to burn’;

aka, as auxiliairy implies intention/purpose.

ipponnin poliyale = from the interest (generated by) this gold

poli< policai= interest

rak$ippar = the protectors, those who protects...

variyapperumakkal > variyam + perumakkal ‘members of variyam’
variyam= sub groups /assemblies in charge of (executive sub bodies) different services of
village.

en talai me*laka= let (the feet of protector) it be on my head.

SII1.13.235

In the 23rd regnal year of (the king )raajakesari varman one nakkanh puuti,
avanikantarvva 1§varagrahattu mahadeva[r]kku = to the Mahadeva of...
I§varagrahattu= oblique of 1§varagraham ‘=‘the temple’ (abode of the Lord (Shiva)’
prasatattinal= by/through royal order/missive

arulicceyya ‘made graciousely’,

tali ‘temple’ < $tala, sacred place

te*vatanam= Lands or other endowments to a temple

a bonham —not yielding

pt ‘harvest’

kalli (adv.p) kall (TL, p. 773) To work away gradually, as earth, pebbles; to dig out, as a hole; to
hollow, as a rat; to excavate.

Macakki (adv.p) refine, make (the land) cultivable...

erikkakatavo*m= we are bound to: obliged to burn

erikka =to burn

katavo*m > katavatu < katava = (TL) That which should be done; duty; obligation
iravum pakalum= day and night

pattu utaiyo*m = we group of priest in Siva temple (*appellative noun).

SII1.14.131

nattu < natu (oblique)= basically cluster or groupings of peasant settlements.
valanatu= small chiefly territories,
“took for their boundaries, when ever possible, the existing big water channels”

nalliir = The name of dévadana, the temple village was caracterized by the suffixe “nalldr”.

(YS.Kaveri.§9...)

uttama cola + nalltir= the first part being the name of the donor (usually the king or the queen)...
Tsvarattu < Tsvaram “ a (Shiva) temple”

vellalan = “of the peasant / cultivator community”

cavamuvap peratu=

cata(neg), to die not
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cavamuva = that does not diminish/reduce in number/quantity

mil = to become old, to be damaged...

mii+a ‘that does not become old’

per (TL) living thing (animal?)...

nicatam= (TL) adv. < niyata. Daily without fail;

atta/attu (v) (TL)To pour, as water or oil;

attuvatu+ana? “the one (who is) obliged to provide...’

vettikkuti (YS.573) “group that is obliged to rend a service with out being paid’

SI1.14.90

tevatanam= gift, donation made to a god —generally rent free land in possession of a temple-.
miventa veélan= miventa= title conferred to the royal officers, which referred to the kings of
three dynasties (Chera, Chola and Pandya).

Vaitta (vai-)= relative participle. ‘to deposit, to offer, to deposit, to store, to bestow..

kututta (kutu-)= relative participle. ‘To give, grant, supply....’a:

atu-= To give; QsrHSs60.

alakku= unit of measure for liquid / grain, equivalent to 125 centilitre (= one eighth of a padi)
cevitu= unit of measure (one fifth of a alakku) or ( =25 centilitre).

merpatiyan= the above mentioned person.

cevitu= unit of measure (one fifth of a alakku) or ( =25 centilitre).
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